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--MEW BRUNSWICK COALITION FO~ED TO WORK FOR CIVIL RIGHTS----------

A concerted effort has now begun to amend the Human Rights Code in 
New Brunswick to include discrimination protection for the provinces' 
lesbians and gaymen. Organized by the Human Rights Committee of FLAG, 
Fredericton Lesbians and Gays, this newly-formed group will be known as 
the New Brunswick Coalition for Human Rights Reform/Coalition pour la 
reforme des droits de la personne au Nouveau-Brunswick. Representatives 
of the three currently-active organizations in the province - Northern 
Lambda Nord, Fredericton Lesbians and Gays, and Gays and Lesbians of 
Moncton/Gais et Lesbiennes de Moncton - are meeting in Moncton Saturday, 
February 13. 

The impetus for this organization is a result of the sweeping victory 
in October 1987 of the Liberal Party in the provincial election; Liberals 
captured every seat in the Legislature. It was only after the Liberals 
gained control of the Ontario Legislature that that province adopted 
civil rights protections for gays. It is felt that there is now an 18-month 
"window of opportunity" for New BrunS',dck to become the nation's fifth 
province or territory to adopt a non-discrimination policy towards its 
gay citizens. (Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, and the Yukon Territory are the 
other four.) After this first 18-month period, as it gets closer to 
election time, this is.sue will become more of a political "hot potato" in 
the province. 

Behind-the-scenes lobbying has begun in Fredericton. Human Rights 
legislation falls under the jurisdiction of the Labour Committee, and 
representatives of the Coalition have already received favourable response 
from those quarters. Efforts will remain low-keyed, since it is felt that 
if it becomes generally known that the lesbians and gaymen in the province 
are working towards gaining civil rights protections, the right wing 
opposition will have time to mobilize their forces. 

The Coalition is currently in need of two things: interested persons 
who can help with the work it .will take to gain these objectives, and ... 
yes, money. The Coalition has funding for about three month's work; additional 
funding will be necessary if this effort is to succeed. If you are interested 
in more information about what you can do to help,or if you can make a 
donation, contact Lambda's representative (Randy from Woodstock), or 
get in touch with the Coalition directly at P.O.Box 1556, Station A, 
Fredericton, E3B 5G2. 

---MAINE PUBLIC RADIO AND NORTHERN LN-IBDA NORD -- ANOTHER CONFRONTATION-----

In 1984, when some Lambs travelled to Orono to help Maine Public 
Broadcasting Network's radio fundraising drive, we ran into a problem. 
MPBN's bank of telephones was staffed by gaymen and lesbians. We 
presented a "challenge donation": lo'e would donate a one year's subscription 
to aJR PAPER: A Voice for Lesbians and Gayme n in Maine to anyone who was 



a member of Maine's gay-lesbian comaunity who , called in a financial pledge 
to MPBN Radio. When they read the challenge on the air, they noted the 
newspaper's name as "Our Paper" and failed to read the rest of the title, 
identifying exactly whose paper it was. When questioned, a member of the 
MPBN staff equated promoting "Our Paper" with supporting a publication 
from the Ku Klux Klan! Weeks later, MPBN abandoned their policy of 
accepting "challenge donations". 

In December 1987, a donation was made to MPBN Radio in the name of 
"The Gay and Lesbian Phoneline of Aroostook". Due to what MPBN now 
explains as a "goof", the Phoneline pledge was never acknowledged on 
the air, even though we asked them - two evenings in a row - to do so. 
It would seem that they still have trouble saying the "G" word and the 
"L" word on the air unless it's part of a news story. 

There is now available to public radio stations in the U.S. a 
26-week program called "insideOUT - the international gay and lesbian 
radio magazine". This half-hour program is available to MPBN radio 
for free; there is no need to pay for the use of this feed from the 
National Public Satellite Radio Network. Lambda has been lobbying MPBN 
since the latter part of January, encouraging them to air this program. 
They have no locally-originating lesbian-gay radio programs. 'insideOUT" 
is the perfect opportunity for MPBN to provide programming to our 
community and at the same time tap an until~now un-tapped source of 
important financial support. 

"insideOUT" begins the week of April 4th. If you 're currently an 
MPBN Radio member, write to them and let them know you want gay-lesbian 
radio on the air . If you ·'re not a member, send in a donation of ANY 
amount and become part of their "family"! The person at MPBN to contact 
is Les Myers, Program Director, MPBN Radio, 65 Texas Avenue, Bangor 04401 
(941-1010). Send your membership donation to MPBN Radio, Box 1986, Bangor 
04401. If you'd like to contact "insideOUT" directly, their address is 
insideOUT, POB 38327, Los Angeles 90038, attention: Greg Gordon. 

By the way, MPBN Radio has told Lambda that the Phoneline pledge 
will be acknowledged on the air during their April campaign. If you 're 
listening to MPBN at the time and hear them announce a donation from 
The Gay and Lesbian Phoneline of Aroostook, please make note of the date 
and time and send it to Lambda (POB 990, Caribou 04736). 

-- TO ALL THE LAMBS -------------------------

"Just a quick note to wish all of you a great 8th Anniversary. 
Your work is of great importance to all in the State of Maine. My 
special thanks to Roger, Gilles, & Dick for their special love they 
show for their people by staying with it so long. Keep up the great 
work. 

"Yours in Love & Brotherhood, /s/ Butch Fenton, Captain, the HarborMasters" 

-- MR. DRUMMER/NEW ENGLAND CONTEST-------------------

The Harbor Masters, a Portland-based group, is sponsoring the 
1988 Mr. Drummer New England Contest, Saturday, March 18th 
at the Underground, 3 Spring Street, Portland. The Harbor Masters are 
calling for entrants in this contest. All contestants receive a 
Mr. Drummer New England t-shirt plus free admission to the reception for 
themselves (plus sponsor, if any). Contestants will compete in three 



categories: (1) . street clothes, (2) j oc k/swimsuit , (3 ) l eat her , i n 
that order. During the third phase of the competition, cont es t an ts will 
be required to act out on the stage a lea the r fantas y (so l o o r accompan i ed) 
props may be used. PRIZES are: 1st plac e - $100 cash plu s r ound-trip 
air fare to San Francisco and housing for the Mr. Drumme r Fina i s , he ld 
during San Francisco's Gay Pride Weekend, and a 1st place tr ophy . 
2nd place - $50 cash and a trophy. 3rd place - $25 cash and a tr ophy . 
Applicants must complete a entrant form (available at t he lambda offic e ) 
plus a $20 entrants' fee and a current photo. You mu st be 21 yea r s of 
age to enter. For more information, contact Ralph or But ch (77 4-4785) 
or the Underground (773-3315). The Harbor Mast ers, Inc., POB 4044, 
Portland 04101. 

-LEATHER CONFERENCE IN SEATTLE----------------------

LIVIMJ IN LEATHER 3 is the theme of the 1988 Na ti onal Confer en ce 
s chedul ed for October 7-10 in Seattle. The Confer ence i s sponso r ed by 
the National Leather Association, a na tional politica l , soc i al, and 
charit able organization of Gays and Les bians of Lea the r . For more 
informa tion, contact the NLA, POB 17463, Seattl~ Wash ington 98 107 . 

-UNIVERSITY OF MAINE TRUSTEES NEED TO Ht AR FRCJ-1 @-------------
Since their adoption of a non-discrimination clause based upon 

one ' s sexual orientation, the Trustees of the Univer si t y of Maine Sys t em 
have been the targets of an organized right-wing campaign t o ge t them 
to rescind their actions. Lead by Main e 's Christian Ci vi c League , it's 
report ed that "the ri ght-wing crazies have been at wor k and sever a l 
boxe s of ver y negative l etters hav e arrived cond emning t he ac t ion . 
They may have enough of an effect to cause t he B. O.T . t o r econsider, 
and tha t would be disastrous . We have t o ge t as much suppor t as possible 
for this from a s man y people as possible. Call thi s an a ll-out alert. 
Le t' s hop e people re spond." (Ben L.) 

Take a moment to write a note. It needn't say more than you s upport 
th e r ecent action taken the the University Board of Trustees t o 
pro t ect lesbians and gaymen from discrimina tion at t he Un i ve r si t y of 
Ma ine Sys tem. Send your letters to: 

ROBERT WOODBURY, Chancellor, Uni versity of Ma ine Sys t em 
107 Maine Avenue , Bangor 0440 1 

Wr i t e a l e tt er TOD AY!! 

-'THE MAINE PROGRESSIVE A Voice for the People of Maine'~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The re's a monthly newspaper which serves Ma in e ' s progressive commun i t y -
those people working for social change (lesbians , gaymen, Na tive Am er icans , 
people of color, handicapped, ... ) - a newspap er whi ch does ~ s hy awa y 
fr om us ing the "L" word and the "G" word . The Maine Progr ess.ivc i s looking 
f or more subscribers, and to , this end t hey've asked Co111mw1ique t o put 
in serts in this issue of the news lett er. In exchange for he lp t o 
publicize their publication, Lambda has been given Th e Progre s sive 's 
Aroo s took County mailing list. , This will all ow NLN t o re a ch other 
progr ess ive-minded (i.e. supportive of gay-l esb ian i ssues ) people in 
northern Maine. Please read the enclose d fl yer; subscribe t o one of 
our c ommunity's friend s in Maine , The Ma ine Progressive . 
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-AIDS MEMORIAL QUILT TClJRS U.S .------------------

The Names Project quilt, also known as the AIDS Memori a l Ouilt, 
composed of over 3,000 hand-crafted panels, each dedicated to someo~e who 
has died of AIDS, is touring the U.S. The Ouilt was begun in eat'.ly' .1987 
and was exhibited on the Mall last October during the March on Washington. 
Now there is a New England chapter of the Names Project. Their goal is 
to add hundreds of panels to the national quilt before its arrival in 
Boston the weekend of June 18. 

Specific information regarding dimensions, materials, and guidelines 
when creating a memorial panel for the quilt will be available at the 
February 28th meeting in Presque Isle. 

-NLN FEBRUARY MEETING-----------------------

Agenda includes: Symposium 1989 - is Lambda going to do it again?: 
Grants - getting one to pay for the Phone line; insid.eOUT - status report: 
New Brunswick Coalition - progress report; Names Quilt - information; 
calendar of activities - plan up-coming gatherings 

-GAY AA GROUP NOH ACTIVE IN NORTHERN HAINE---------------

There now exists an Alcoholics Anonymous group for gaymen and 
lesbians. This recently-formed group meets regularly in Madawaska. 
All lesbians and gaymen who have a drug and/or alcohol problem are 
welcome to attend. Several guidelines are presented: this is not the 
place to meet tricks; newcomers who have never been to regular AA 
meetings are urged to attend them for at least three months in orde r 
to better understand how the gr oup functions (members of the gay AA 
group will provide information about local AA groups and will a ccompany 
persons to these first meetings , . if s o desired). 

Until now, the only gay AA groups have been located in Bango r and 
areas south. Those people in Maine and New Brunswick who are int erested 
in this Madawaska-based group are urged to contact the Northern Maine 
Gay AA by getting in touch with the Gay-Lesbian Phoneline (498-2088, in 
Caribou), or speak with one of the Stee-ring Connnittee members; you will 
then be put in touch with a contact person from the gay AA. 

- CAN.L\DA'S "LESBIAN AND GAY NEWS 11.N;.L\ZINE" FOLDS------------

EPICINE, a Toronto-based publication which began after the 
monthly The Body Politic ceased publishing, has also folded. The mag azine 
published four issues, characterized by fluctuations in both design and 
content. Reader dissatisfaction and internal difficulties are cited 
as reasons for the magazine's demise by publisher Charles Phillins •. "It 
didn't sell", he noted. Michael Smith, advertising manager, said t'hat 
Epicine failed because of "bad financial management" by everyone involved. 

Phillips said that the six or seven people at the core of the 
magazine could not work together; "the working group broke down -- it 
was neither a collective nor a hierarchy. The people who made decisions 
weren't responsible, and the people who were responsible didn't make 
the de cisions." He says , for ex!lmpl e , thDt he 's neve r bE'en ab l e t o 
de termine how the full-pa ge vagina appeare d in the mDgctzine . 

Phillips now int end s t o go ahead wi th the publ ication of anothe r 
mag azine, which he de s c ribe s a s "n ot a news magazine , not a l esbian 
mag azine , and not necessari ly Ca nadian ." 



UNSAFE 
anal/no condom 
fisting 
oral with fluids 
rimming 
sharing toys 
w/s neck up 

SAFER 
anal w/condom 
deep kissing 
oral/no fluids 
fingers w /gloves 
w/s neck down 

AIDS SYMPTOMS 

• Swollen Glands • Night Sweats 
• Weight Loss • Cough 
• Fever • Diarrhea 
• Unexplained Bleeding • Profound Fatigue 
• Pink to Purple Blotch or Bu;.:;m:.:.!p:J1_

1111111111 
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AIDS 
information SAFEST 

frottage 
massage 
wrestling 
mutual masturbation 
solo sex 
verbals/visuals 

SIDA 
MAINE 1/800 

851-2437 
N-BRUNSWICK 

1/800 561-4009 

-CCJ,lMENTARY: IS "OUR PAPER" OJR PAPER, TOO? by Dick Harrison-_---------

When I first moved to Maine in 1979, there was a monthly 
magazine called MAINELY GAY, an important source of information and 
contact for our community in the state. It was through a personals 
ad in one of the last issues of that monthly that I met Walter and 
Jack from Fort Kent and Roger T. from Madawaska. But after years 
of producing that publication, burn-out affected the core group, and 
Mainely Gay ceased to exist. Several years passed before a new 
publi ca ti on t ook its place. 

aJR PAPER: A Voice for Lesbians and Gaymen in Maine has been 
publishing a quality monthly newspaper for over five years. A highly 
dedicated group of men and women form the collective of this Portland­
based publication. The content has reflected their concern to be 
what the masthead proclaims, a voice for our community in the state. 
But most recently, by their own admission, they've failed to act 
as a voice for . the lesbians and gaymen of the northernmost part of Maine. 

In the spring of 1987, Northern Lambda Nord surveyed over 180 
businesses in Caribou to gauge their attitudes towards both NLN as 
an organization and towards gay people in general. The results of 
the survey, which appeared in this newsletter, were reprinted in the 
July 1987 issue of air Paper. But then, volunteers at the newspaper, 
while preparing the mailing of that same issue, decided that it would 
be a good idea to send copies of the paper to all the businesses 
whose names were listed in the survey results. This involved obtaining 
an Aroostook County telephone directory and getting the addresses of 
these Caribou businesses. This was done without any forethought as to 
whether they should contact anyone at Lambda as to the appropriateness 
of their actions, whether what they were doing would affect those of 
us who live in the County and deal with some of these businesspeople 
daily. 
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As a result of this mailing of Our Papers, a fr ont page story 
appeared in the Caribou weekly entitled, "Gay grouppublishes results 
o f anonymous survey". The tone of the ar ticle was by no means positive. 
Af ter seven years of work to establish a credible reputation, after 
conf licts with local institutions in wh ic h we were presented by the 
local media as'Ji.:.'h"1ns of discrimination, when people were now 
realizing that we were receiving unfair treatment because of our 
sexua lity, we were now portrayed as an organization that could not be 
trusted. The reaction of a member of t he cur Paper collective? 
"I guess we fucked up." 

After discussion with a collective member, it was agreed tha t 
they would prepare a letter to the Caribou businesses explaining th a t 
t he publication and mailing of the survey results was done without the 
knowledge or consultation with NL~; there was no malice intended on 
the part of Lambda nor our Paper. The letter was to be an attempt to 
assuage the situation. That was in August. Now it's February and 
the letter never materialized. The collective's response? "We fucked 

In the fall, the collective took a breather and reorganized. 
They resumed publication with the December 1987 issue. In mid-January, 
after no copies of that month's paper had been received, I called the 

THE MARCH ON WASHINGTON 
he biggest demonstration Washington , DC , 
has ever witnessed was the Marc~ on Wash ­
ington for Lesbian Gay Rights on Sunday , 
October 11. Gay officials estimated 
650 , 000 of us by the end of the march , 
larger than any of the great civil rights 

protests of the 1960s . 
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coll ective and left a message that Lambda had not yet received the 
J anuary issue (was there one?), and that I was sending two articles for 
the February issue, the first concerning our efforts to get a gay r adio 
prog ram on Maine Public Radio, and the second a regional news i t em, 
"Aroos took Reports", a column I had written periodically in th e pa st. 
This s econd article noted that February 20th was Lambda's 8th anniversa r y 
celebration, and it extended an invitation to join us. 

When the February our Paper arrived, I was surprised that not only 
were both articles missing, but an "Announcements" column and the 
Calendar of events column both failed to mention Lambda's 8th birthd ay . 
On my fourth telephone call to Portland, I finally spoke to someone 
other than a machine. They had not received the earlier messages tha t 
there were articles on the way for the February issue; they had received 
the two articles, but it was too late to put them in the paper, but they had 
put them in the files. When I asked why our Paper had not even included 
mention of NLN's anniversary in the Calendar or Announcements sections, 
the response was what is now becoming predictable: "We fucked up." 
During the course of my conversation, I was told that "regional reports 
a re a priority". But after I hung up, I still . didn't 
understand why Aroostook' s "regional report" did not seem to be a "priority". 
This is something which will need more discussion with members of the collective. 

Some people will react to these incidents with the usual 
Aroos took connnents, "Here we are in the northern part of the .state 
being ignored or mistreated by southern Maine people. They think 
Bangor is Northern Maine. We're up here, too, you know!" I'd like 
t o g i v e the OJr Paper collective the benefit of the doubt, but it's 
difficult. Perhaps their efforts at reorganizing are incomplete. 

If they are to be the voice for our community in Maine, they need to 
be able to listen and respond accordingly. What works well 
in Por tland may be totally wrong in Madawaska. They certainly mus t 
dev elop a better system for receiving messages by telephone. When 
contributions are made to the newspaper it would be nice if the 
r eceipt of these articles were acknowledged, especially when they 
d on't intend to publish them. If regional reports are to be the 
priority and mainstay ot the paper, it would be a good idea to 
es tablish an on-going two-way communication with regular contributo rs. 

It's not easy putting out a newspaper mon th after month with 
vo lunteer labor. I trust this "Commentary" will be accept ed as 
a n attempt to make everyone in Maine feel that they can say that 
thi s is OUR paper, too. 

-- PRESIDENTIAL CANO!OAITS RESPONlJ TO GAY-LESBIAN SUR VEY ---------------

The National Gay & Lesbian Task For ce surveyed all presidential candida t e_ 
as to their position in these areas : Lesbian-Gay Civi l Rights, Le sbian-Gay 
Families , and AIDS Policies. Res ponding Democrat s (Simon, Babbitt, Jackson , 
Gephardt , and Dukakis) all support ed fede r al civil r ights legi.sla tion. 
Bush, the only Republican who r esponded , did not specifically address the 
question in his response. 

The Mai ne Republican and Democratic ca ucuses to the national conventions 
will be held at the end of February . The Lambda office has copies of these 
candidates ' complete responses to the questions . Intere sted persons are 
welcome to read them . 
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FURNISHED ROC1'1 
FOR RENT in gay 
household, central 
Aroostook. $175 
pe r month, includes 
utilities, use of 
house. Available 
now. Non-smoker 
pref erred. Ca 11 
498-2088 , 1 eave 
message. 

GAY MA LE WANT ED FOR 
FRIENDSHIP IANV MORE?) 
W/U.te: 
JOHN R.W. 
POB 12 5 
AddM on, Ma).ne 04606 

~~~'!(::J!!~ij For gay men and 
.... lesbian.s, t heir 

familieo and 
friends, The 
Wbol• G•y 

Catalog bring., 
the world of 

lesbian and gay 
•:m<"l:~.l lit.erature a.s close 

as your telephone 
'l:'..ll"''n.Aor mailbox. OHers 

BOOKS, pluo 
VIDEOS, 

RECORDS & TAPES, GIFTS, and 
more! Over 100 pages, indexed. 

ORDER YOURS NOW/ FROM THE 
WORW'S LEADING GAY A ND 

LESBIAN BOOKSTORE/ 
.. .. (Imaet.cl1 P•c:hgt'dl . . 

I enclose $2. Please 3end my copy of 
'the Whole gay Gatalog. 

Mail to, Lvnbd• Rising, Dept. 267 
1625 Coaaecticut, N\V, M'H b., DC 200()9 

Name. ___ _______ _ 

AddreH _ _ ______ _ 

Ci ty--..State____.2,ip 

~ A COUNTRY JOURNAL(§'. 
fOR t;AY M[N EV[RYWIIERl 

n•---:Gay/Lesbian GUIDE Lesbienne/Gai----
***~ORTHER~ :-!AINE & NEW BRVNSIIICK: Northern Lambda Nord (NW), CP,'POB 990, Caribou, Maine 04736 USA 

Ga y-Lesbian Phoneline/Telegai, 207/498 - 2088 
• :REDERICTO~: Fredericton Lesbians and Gays (FLIC), POE 1556, Staticn A, EJB 5G2, 506 / 457 - 2156 
• CRONO: Wilde-Stein Club, Memorial Union, University of Maine, 04469 - meets Thursdays, 6- 9pn 

~tton Lounge, Memorial Union Building 
• 3.-1.'iGOR: Bangor Area Gay-Lesbian - Straight Coalition I Bl'C I.SC - "Bagels"), c / o 87 Sunset Strip, 

--;;;wer, 0 4412 - meets first Sunday and thirdThuc>sday each month, 7pm at 87 Sunset Strip; 
Dances held at old Bangor Com111..1nity College Student Union, first and third Saturday each month, 
8pm-Jam (alcohol & drug-free) 

• 3ANGOR: DownEast Lesbian Gay Or gan i zation (DEUJO), c/o Unitarian Church, 126 Un ion St ree t 04401 
207 /9 42 - 6503 

• QUEBEC CITY: Groupe Gai de 1 'Universite Laval (GGUL), CP 2500, Pavillon Lemieux, Cite Universitaire, 
Sainte-Foy, GJK 7P4, 418/648 - 2751 

• QUEBEC CITY: Relais d'esperance, 617 , r ue Montmartre, GIN !BJ , 418/522 - 3301 
• ~ONCTON: Gais et Lesbiennes de Moncton /Gays and Lesbiars of 11onct on (GUI), CP/POB 7102, Riverview, 
~!VO, 506/858-1013 

• ?ORTLAND: 
• ?ORTLAND: 
• ?ORTIJ\ND: 
• ?ORTLAND: 

Station 
• ?ORTLA.~D: 
• ?ORTI.Al\'D: 

Gay/Lesbian Alliance, University of Southern Maine, 92 Bedford Street, 04102, 207/780 - 4085 
Harbor Masters, Inc. , lea ther- levi group, POB 4044, 04104 
Dignity/Maine, Catholic group, POE 8113, 04104 
Lesbian/Gay Committee, Maine Chapter, National Association of Social Workers, POB 51 12, 
A, 0 4101 
Maine Bisexual People ' s Network, POB 1792, 04104, 207/780 - 4085 (message) 
Portland Pride Committee, POB 5112, Station A, 041 12 , 207/883-6934 

• 3;].F AST: Maine Lesbian Feminis t s , POB 125, 04915 

• CUR PAPER: A Voice for Lesbians and Gaymen in Maine , p.1blished monthly, $12 for one year subscri ption, 
POB 10744, Portland, 04104 

• ~AIN'E LESBIAN/GAY POLITICAL ALLIANCE, s tatewide group, POB 108 , Yarmouth, 04096 

~ A.IDS i nformation SIVA---------------------------------------~ 
• !iaine - AIDS-line , Monday & Wednesday , 6-9pm, Saturday, JOam- Jpm, 1 -800/851 - AIDS ( -2437) 
• ~e,,/Nouveau - Brunswick - AIDS-line , 1-800/56 1- 400 9 or 459-7518 (Fre dericton) 

***CCMMUNIQUE is published ten times yearly by Northern La mbda /lord , a n organization serving the 
:esbian-Gay-Bisexual canmunity of northern Maine and northwestern New Brunswick. Subscriptions -
$10 per year . NLN Membership - $13 per year, which includes Communique. rl.S. and Canadian funds 
accepted at par. Low-income people may make arrangements to pay in installments. NU{ is a 
r.cn-profit organization; all donations are U.S . tax deductible. Advertising rates in Conununique 
a:e available upon request . Your comments ard contributions are welcome. 




