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I think everyone should prepare for 

a difficult winter of parking.

The faculty
 and administration

 have been 
devoting much 

attention t
o this budg

et problem, and while nothing
 has 

been definit
ely decided, on

e point rem
ains clear: 

people at 

this Univer
sity, in all are

as of this 
University, are going 

to be making sacri
fices.

Faculty members are concerned about the 

assumptions in the mission statement that a 

liberal arts education does not respond to or 
anticipate the changing world.

Although the proce
ss for developing t

he marketing plan bega
n before the 

information on the curre
nt budget crisis w

as made public, it addre
sses 

the central ingred
ient of that crisis

: keeping current a
nd prospective 

students intereste
d in USM.

A recent article in “Change” magazine compared attitudes of students today with students 10 years ago and found a basic shift in the reasons for attending the university. Whereas 10 years ago, students came to develop their philosophy of life and meet other people `today’s students are intent on developing a specialty and preparing for a career.
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In a faculty senate meeting last March, the tension between faculty and the administration became clearer. At the meeting, faculty questioned the administration’s justification for the cuts and seemed dissatisfied for the most part with the answers they received.

Each quote comes from a different decade of 
the Free Press archives from the 1960s to the 
present. Can you match the quote to the decade? 

guess the decade
For answers, 

turn to page 3.

President Theo Kalikow surprised 
everyone at Friday’s Faculty Senate 
with the sudden reversal of all 12 of 
the controversial March faculty cuts, 
but for some, the celebration was cut 
short when Kalikow said later to re-
porters that by October, the positions 
of the once-retrenched faculty may 
be back on chopping block. 

Kalikow made the last-minute 
decision at the meeting, she said, so 
suddenly that retrenched faculty had 
yet to receive the news. A number 
of shocked faculty members at the 
meeting praised the president for her 
announcement.

 “Thank you President Kalikow 
for restoring some hope in this pro-
cess,” said associate professor of 
nursing Kim Moody. 

However, Kalikow explained lat-
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President Kalikow cuts back on cuts

Last Thursday, #USMFuture organized a march to get momentum going against cuts after vacation. The next 
day, President Kalikow announced that she had decided to reverse the non-program-wide faculty cuts.

Sam Hill / Managing Editor

#USMFuture 
pledges to 
keep it up

Kirsten Sylvain 
Editor-in-Chief

Sam Hill 
Managing Editor

#USMFuture protesters were 
thrilled Friday when President Theo 
Kalikow reversed all twelve fac-
ulty cuts made in mid-March, but 
the protests’ organizers assured the 
Free Press, even with summer break 
quickly approaching, they have no 
plans to let up on protest efforts.

LaSala said that while the mem-
bers of the movement are excited 
for the decision to reinstate fac-
ulty, they know that this isn’t the 
end. “We were amazed and over-
whelmed and so grateful, but we 
are also very hesitant,” said LaSala. 
“Kalikow said the proposals are off 
the table for now, but the risk is still 

See FUTURE on page 6
See FACULTY on page 5

Defi cit déjà vu Our opinion
This thing isn’t 
over yet / 11
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One of the arguments made by 
protesters of the recently retracted 
faculty layoffs and the still slated 
for elimination program is that 
such cuts will signifi cantly devalue 
a USM degree.

“That’s the sort of thing that I 
worry about as a reality as I apply 
for grad school,” said Philip Shel-
ley, who graduated in December.

Shelley said he has no doubt that 
the education he received at USM, 
which he described as the best deal 
in the northeast, was exemplary. 
However, he said that he thinks 
that the administration has never 
valued that academic excellence 
as they should, and that if the pro-
posed academic cuts go through, 
they could negatively affect the 
quality of both the school’s educa-
tion and its reputation.

“They’ve always sold [USM] 
short as an academic institution,” 
Shelley said.

Other graduates have differ-
ent perspectives on the quality of 
both the education and the degree 
they’ve received at USM.

Kylie Bellefl eur graduated from 
USM in 2013 with a degree in 
Health sciences, concentrating in 
wellness, and a holistic health mi-
nor. She feels that outside of the 
help she received from her adviser 
on what to study, there were too 
few resources to prepare her for 
fi nding a job after graduation.

“I still have no idea what I want 
to do with my degree and feel like 
I really got no help from USM,” 
she said. “I know there might be 
more options the school offers to 
graduates …  but I received no real 
guidance from any professors or 

any other staff.” Had she known 
about the annual job fair, she said, 
she would have attended, saying 
that it might have helped her in her 
search for work. 

Another USM graduate, Nathan 
Dionne, did fi nd work after he 
graduated in 2012 with a double 
major in economics and fi nance. 
He now works as senior manager 
of client services at CashStar, a 
Portland technology startup that 
specializes in building gifting 
apps. But Dionne pointed out that 
his success in fi nding work after 
graduation was more a result of his 
own, independent preparation. 

“Most of what got me my job 
was what I did outside of school 
–– teaching myself technical (com-
puter science) skills [and] network-
ing,” he said.

Like Bellefl eur, Dionne was not 
an attendee of any of USM’s an-
nual career fairs, nor did he use 
other USM career services. “I actu-
ally just searched ‘startup in Port-
land’ in Google, saw an article and 
emailed them,” he said. 

Current USM student, Jim 
Duffy, a senior computer science 
major, had a different USM experi-
ence. He’s graduating in May, and 
he said that he feels that the univer-
sity directly equipped him with the 
skills that he needed to land a job. 
He has already secured a position 
with IBM for after graduation. 

“Technically, I’ve gained a 
valuable skill-set through USM’s 
demanding computer science pro-
gram,” he said. “Professionally, 
USM offers many networking and 
involvement opportunities, such as 
job fairs, visits from local profes-
sionals, employment initiatives, 
co-op [and] internship programs...
and Campus Ventures. All of these 
are great avenues for connecting 
with industry, which is the key for 

job-market preparation.”
USM has the resources, he said, 

but it’s how the student uses them 
that determines their future success 
in the job market.

USM’s annual job fair, which 
was held just before this year’s 
February break, is one of several 
efforts to prepare students for the 
job market and connect them with 
local employers. There was also 
the series of Career Week events 
that preceded this year’s job fair 
aimed at preparing students to draft 
resumes, learn interviewing skills 
and otherwise represent them-
selves well to potential employers.

In the 2013 Graduating Senior 
Survey conducted by USM’s Of-
fi ce of Academic Assessment, 
graduates from 2013 largely re-
ported feeling as though they 
needed more assistance from the 
university to be prepared to fi nd 
jobs after school. The results listed 
lack of guidance to fi nd internships 
and job opportunities as one of the 
most common complaints of the 
graduates about the USM experi-
ence. 

But preceding the job fair with 
Career Week was one step taken 
toward a greater focus on fi nding 
students jobs after graduation. Stu-
dent employment has been a sig-
nifi cant part of conversations about 
the future of the university lately. 

In her presentation to the rest of 
the Direction Package Advisory 
Board in February, Dean of Stu-
dents Joy Pufhal shared data from 
an employer survey the group had 
conducted to use as background in-
formation. Pufhal reported that of 
the 145 local employers surveyed, 
51 percent said that they expected 
hiring to increase in the next year, 
and 83 percent said they regularly 
hire undergraduates with bach-
elor’s degrees.

“One of the things we heard re-
peatedly from local employers was 
that ‘we really like USM, but we 
feel like we do a lot of meet and 
greets and then no one follows 
through,” Pufhal said. “Everything 
just sort of falls into a black hole. 
And apparently that’s not the expe-
rience they have when they work 
with UNE [The University of New 
England] or St. Joe’s [College].”

Duffy agreed that it’s essential 
for students to take initiative in 
order to succeed. “Reaching out 
to companies, fi nding local op-
portunities and attending network-
ing events will all make a student 
stand out from their competition in 
a variety of ways,” he said. “Being 
involved to that extent is incredibly 
benefi cial”

For Duffy, this type of motiva-
tion and a drive to take advantage 
of USM’s resources has led to his 
success. “For four years I’ve been 
doing this outreach to industry, 
through USM and outside of USM. 
Because of it, I’m confi dent that I 
have a signifi cant advantage in the 
job market,” he said.

USM degrees take plunge into the job market
Recent grads discuss their level of career preparation post-USM
Sidney Dritz, Kirsten 
Sylvain and Dakota Wing 
Free Press Staff

Sam Hill / Managing Editor
Recent graduate Phil Shelley (right) has been active in efforts organized by the #USMFuture group to oppose 
faculty cuts and call for funding reform throughout Maine’s public university system. The photo above was 
taken last Thursday at a rally in Monument Square, Portland, which culminated in a march. Shelley told the 
Free Press that he was concerned that the recent cuts could devalue a USM degree.

news@usmfreepress.org
 @USMFreePress
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www.usmfreepress.org/job-opportunties
check our site for available positions:

Work for us. We eat pizza on Saturdays.
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As a university news source, the Free Press tries to do a 
few different things. The ones that are the most relevant to 
our day to day work for publication are to cover news 
for and about the USM population more closely than 
community news outlets and to be a showcase for 
student work, but underneath those more ob-
vious concerns, there is always the goal 
to be a publication of record for the 
university.

    When something big happens, 
like the faculty retrenchments of 
the previous few weeks, and the 
retraction of those retrenchments 
last Friday, we don’t want to just 
cover the big, dramatic events. 
We want to have been covering 
them all along so that when those 
major developments happen, our 
readers can fl ip through our ar-
chives or the back pages of our 
website and see how we, as a uni-
versity, got to where we are.

    Up to a point, we’ve been suc-
cessful in creating a record of events 
as they’ve unfolded, but we think 
there is another aspect to creating 
this record, and that is not just 
to store the information we’ve 
compiled, but to use it well. 
To that end, we’ve spent this 
week exploring our own ar-
chives, ten six-inch-thick vol-
umes of newsprint dating from 
1967 to the present.

    In that exploration, we’ve 
found a series of events that 
took place in the middle of the 
1970s that gave us a dizzying 
sense of deja vu following 
events at USM over the course 
of the past month. From the 
headlines, it seemed as though 
history was repeating itself, 
so we decided to take a closer 
look.

In 1976, as in 2014, a look at the 
Free Press shows that students reacted with outrage when more than ten faculty 
members were cut from the university as a cost savings measure. Nearly 30 years apart, students at USM students protested cuts 
made by their administrations, the Student Senate passed a resolution in support of the faculty, students from the University 
of Maine at Orono expressed their support for USM (then called University of Maine at Portland-Gorham). Then, like now, 
students traveled to Augusta to make their displeasure known, and then, like last Friday, the retrenched faculty members were 
hired back.

   The important thing about these parallels isn’t just the mirroring, though. It is the fact that this institution is facing the 
same problems it faced before. These cycles point to the proposed solutions ––the same 
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See HISTORY on page 4

Vol. 4 Issue No. 5, March 1, 1976

Same defi cit, different decade
News Analysis

Even before USM was USM, there were issues with 
fi nding suffi cient parking for students. In the Decem-
ber 15, 1967 issue of The Stein, which was the 
Free Press’s predecessor, the editor published in 
full a statement from the Dean of the college urging 

students to prepare for parking issues to cut into their time 
throughout the winter as the administration sought out alter-
nate parking options. Parking stayed an issue throughout the 
archives, including a digression in the lead of article by Penny 
Hall in 1995 where she didn’t discuss the search for a new 
chancellor until she had noted that the president of the college 
had been late to meet with the Student Senate because he 
couldn’t fi nd parking.

In the interview the quote is pulled from, President 
Woodbury discussed the future of the University 
at a point when he and other administrators were 
working with college deans to decide which pro-

grams would be primarily located in Portland, and which on 
the Gorham campus. Interviewer Mike Higgins’ questions 
indicated feeling at the time that moving arts and music 
programs to the Gorham campus would be doing them a 
disservice in removing them from  the population center of 
Portland, indicating a lack of focus on arts and humanities as 
a priority of the university.

55The budget problem referred to is the one 
the Free Press explores in more detail above. 
The quote comes from a meeting of the Stu-
dent Senate at which the senators discuss 
where to recommend the administration 

make major cuts to the budget for the next academic 
year. The student senators go on record as believing 
that faculty and departmental cuts should only be the 
very last resort.

In 1996, university President Richard Pat-
tenaude went through several phases of re-
vision of a mission statement for the univer-
sity in response to criticism from liberal arts 

faculty, lead by current English Professor Kathy Ash-
ley, that the original draft of the mission statement’s 
focus on technical education would cripple the liberal 
arts programs which, Ashley and the rest of the faculty 
coalition said, should be strengthened.

The budget crisis referred to in the quote is actually 
not specifi c to USM, but is a national issue. The 
national crisis was relevant to the marketing plan in 
that it made the plan even more necessary. The 

plan was designed to help with student recruitment to the 
university to help boost revenue through raised enrollment 
numbers, a plan made even more important by a troubled 
economy.

September 9, 2013 Vol. 45 No. 2
Tensions over cuts linger into new semester by Kirsten Sylvain

February 4, 2008, Vol. 39 No. 14
New marketing plan for USM unveiled by Sarah Trent

The faculty cuts that were rescinded by Presi-
dent Kalikow last Friday did not come out of no-
where. Last spring, Kalikow announced that in 
order to put the university in the black for the 

2013-2014 school year, extensive faculty and staff  cuts 
would be made. At the time of the quote, staff cuts had 
begun, and faculty cuts were on the horizon.

66

December 15, 1967 - The Stein Vol. 1, No. 12
Dean Fink Speaks on UMP Parking

September 28, 1981 Vol. 10 No. 3
President Woodbury: The Future of USM by Mike Higgins

January 22, 1996 Vol. 27 No. 13
Pattenaude revises mission statement by Ben Herrick

January 27, 1976 - Vol. 4 No. 1
The Senate Hour by Eric A. Pippert

Feb. 3, 1976

Sidney Dritz
News Editor

March 16, 1976

March 8, 1977



News
ones were proposed in 76 as now –– 
and indicate that the solutions didn’t 
work in the long-term.

The faculty cuts in February 1976 
were preceded and lead up to in the 
Free Press, by articles chronicling 
student dissatisfaction with the bud-
get for 1975-76, in which a decrease 
in state funding lowered from $90.1 
million to $70.1 million. 

A lack of adjustment for infl a-
tion and changes in the economy 
in the apportioning of state funding 
for public higher education com-
pounded with rising costs and fall-
ing enrollments today has been cited 
numerous times as one of the rea-
sons that cuts to the USM budget are 
increasingly necessary.

In contrast to the University of 
Maine system’s current promise to 
the state to freeze tuition, however, 
the 1975-76 budget decrease came 
in spite of a series of tuition hikes. 
First, in April of 1974, UMPG tu-
ition rose by $150, a full 16 percent. 
Then, in Feb. 1976, the Board of 
Trustees instituted a $100 increase 
in tuition throughout the University 
of Maine schools, in deference to a 
state-wide budget situation, raising 
UMPG tuition to $600 per year.

Freeman also instituted a system-
wide freeze on hiring and replac-
ing faculty who left the universities 
without Board of Trustees approval. 

While Chancellor Page has not in-
stituted a system-wide hiring freeze, 
USM has been under one instituted 
by Provost Michael Stevenson for 
the past year.

The UMPG Student Senate in 
1976 were asked for offi cial recom-
mendations for where UMPG bud-
get cut of 10 percent of its budget 
should fall in late January.

“The senators did accept the task 
[of giving recommendations about 
where cuts should fall to have the 
least negative effect on the student 
experience] and the one prevalent 
notion was: the last thing that should 
be considered for elimination would 
be academics, even at the expense of 
student services,” wrote Free Press 
reporter Eric A. Pippert in “The 
Senate Hour: Two For The Price of 
One” on the front page of the Janu-
ary 27, 1976 issue of the Free Press.

Senate recommendations ear-
marked athletics, transportation, 
academic chair stipends and police 
and safety as areas for possible cost 
reduction. Academic departments 
were listed as a last resort for cuts.

“What will happen to the quality 
of an academic program if the teach-
ers know that in four years their 
programs will be phased out of exis-
tence?” Pippert recorded the senate 
as wondering.

While the USM Student Senate of 
2014 made no offi cial recommen-

dations to the administration before 
they began enacting faculty and 
staff cuts, the senate expressed their 
sentiments by calling an emergency 
meeting and voting no confi dence in 
the President’s Council the weekend 
following the 12 faculty retrench-
ments.

When Kailkow presented Direc-
tion Package in early November 
this year, she expressed an interest 
in gathering student feedback on 
where cuts should fall by reach-
ing out through the student senate. 
However, most of the gathering of 

perspectives following the roll-out 
came from the Direction Package 
board and in individual comments 
made on the Direction Package web-
site. It is unclear what impact either 
source of feedback had on the even-
tual decision, although the recom-
mendations of the board were more 
public than the website comments, 
which were never made visible to 
the public.

The only student to consistently 
attend and contribute to the con-
clusions of the Direction Package 
Advisory Board was Student Body 
President Kelsea Dunham.

The ‘76 Student Senate’s recom-
mendations, however, seem to have 
had little effect. Despite their insis-
tence that faculty should only be cut 
as a last resort, in February 1976, 
UMPG President N. Edd Miller an-
nounced that he would send pink 
slips fi ring all 16 fi rst year faculty 
members the following month as the 
fi rst wave of cuts.

Further cuts, including program, 
followed throughout the next year. 
In February, 1977, the Student Sen-
ate approved funds to bus students to 
Augusta to watch the state funding 
hearings for the 1978-79 budget.

“Most observers agree that the 
legislature is more favorably dis-
posed towards the university than it 
has been in the recent past,” wrote 
Neil Genzlinger in the Feb. 1, 1977 
issue of the Free Press.

At the beginning of March, 1977, 
fi rst and second year faculty who 
had been sent  termination notices 
were all rehired. “President N. Edd 
Miller apologized for the termina-
tion notices and emphasized that fi -
nances were the only reason for the 
action,” reported David Solomon in 
the March 1 issue.

In the same issue, the Free Press 
reprinted a recommendation docu-
ment of proposed solution for the 
university as an alternative to fac-
ulty cuts which were in the process 
of being reversed. The proposal for 
the future of UMPG was compiled 
by three committees of faculty and 
staff, and including two students, 
who focused on the three specifi c 
areas of Long Range Planning, Ad-
ministrative Organization and bud-
get in weekly meetings. 

The focus of the three commit-
tees bears a resemblance to the fo-
cus of the Direction Package Advi-
sory Board, the three committees 
of which were Vision/Identity, Aca-
demic Review and Cost Reduction/
Effi ciency improvement, though 
the 1976 committees met and as-
sembled their recommendations in 
the tail end of the resolution of the 
faculty cuts, rather than the lead up 
to them. 

Both sought to defi ne a clear 
place for USM/UMPG within the 
University of Maine System and 
the communities it is a part of, and 
both hoped to make more concrete 
recommendations than previous 

groups that had tried to defi ne the 
university’s future. UMPG’s plan 
for the future detailed the universal-
ly agreed upon need for the school 
to become what the document calls 
a “regional university center.” Their 
defi nition of a “regional university 
center,” with its symbiotic relation-
ships with the city and town it is lo-
cated in, and its focus on providing 
a comprehensive education for those 
environments, sounds eerily similar 
to the Direction Package Advisory 
Board’s focus on an “urban compre-
hensive university.”

Committees eventually deter-
mined that, after presenting their rec-
ommendations, the next step would 
ultimately be out of their hands.

While events at USM this year 
have taken place on a shorter time-
frame, the rhetoric surrounding both 
the cuts and negative reactions to 
the cuts are similar, and so are the 
recommendations made for how to 
move the university forward.

“‘We are proud of our belt-tight-
ening efforts.’ Chancellor Patrick 
McCarthy said, ‘But we have cut 
back as far as we can without jeop-
ardizing quality,’ although Gov. 
Longley has continued to eye the 
State University system as laden 
with ‘fat,’” wrote Herb Adams in 
“… And Trimming the Bare Bones 
Budget,” on Feb. 3, 1976, in the 
midst of those cuts and budget crisis. 
USM’s administrators approach the 
current fi nancial crisis with similar 
comments.

The current UMS chancellor 
James Page said something similar 
in December last year about system 
cuts. “‘We have to look at every-
thing,’ Page said, when asked what 
other solutions there may be going 
forward. ‘I can’t think of any sacred 
cows,’ he said.”

The problem at the root of USM’s 
decade-long history with budget 
defi cits that some long-time USM 
faculty members identify is a lack of 
funding for a university that in 1970, 
after taking on more property and 
facilities in merging with Gorham 
College, was underfunded from the 
beginning.

 “I don’t think that we were ever 
adequately funded,” said distin-
guished Professor Mark Lapping on 
the Muskie School of Public Service 
to the Free Press in November, after 
the Direction Package roll-out. But 
nearly forty years later, he said, the 
situation is entirely different. “We’re 
not cutting any fat. That went away 
years ago. We’re now cutting into 
the bone,” he added.

 The metaphors for the prob-
lem have stayed the same since the 
‘70s. The question is whether the 
proposed solutions should stay the 
same, too.

 Kirsten Sylvain and Sam Hill 
contributed to this article.

From HISTORY on page 3

news@usmfreepress.org
 @USMFreePress

A cartoon that accompanied Issue 
18 of Volume 5 of the Free Press 
from March 17, 1977. At the time, 
USM was still known as UMPG, 
depicted on the left. The cartoon, 
illustrated by Chanh Syravanh, 
depicts a gluttonous University of 
Maine at Orono. The editorial by 
then Editor Neil Genzlinger argued 
that the UMO’s piece of the state 
funding pie was too large. Nearly 
40 years later, student protesters 
have taken to the state house this 
month with the same argument.

4 April 14, 2014
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er that the process going forward is, 
in many ways, yet to be determined. 
Much of the work that remains, she 
said, depends upon the results of the 
faculty committee recommenda-
tions, which have been tasked with 
producing alternative plans for cuts 
by May. 

“What else we will do is still to 
be determined,” she said. She added 
that everything may be back on the 
table after the senate committee’s 
proposals have been considered, 
including the 12 reinstated faculty 
members.

“It may turn out that they get fresh 
letters,” she said. “It may be that 
people who didn’t get letters [will 
get] them.” But any new letters will 
have to wait for October after the 
start of the new fi scal year, the next 
possible deadline at which faculty 
may be retrenched according to their  
contracts.  

Associate professor Theatre 
Meghan Brodie was one of the fac-
ulty laid off in March. After hearing 
the news of the reversal from a stu-
dent, she said that she was ecstatic, 
but she was disappointed later when 
she heard that her struggles, and 
those of her colleagues, might not 
be over.

“The fact that the retrenchments 
aren’t entirely off the table is terri-
fying,” she said. “I realize these are 
uncertain times at USM, but this is 
taking a physical, mental and emo-
tional toll on the faculty, as well as 
staff and students. It has become a 
climate of fear.”

Brodie said that with the current 
academic job market in Maine, if 
she lost her job a second time she 
would need to sell her house and 
look for work out of state in a very 
short timeframe.

Kalikow responded to faculty 
concerns about her comment in a 

statement to the Free Press. “We 
need to take this one step at a time 
and fi rst focus on pulling together 
this new, more collaborative process 
so that working together we indeed 
have viable options to the retrench-
ments,” she said.

 Executive Director of Public Af-
fairs Bob Caswell explained that on 
Friday, Kalikow asked a designated 
Faculty Senate committee to submit 
an alternate cost-saving proposal 
that would generate the same “sav-
ings and outcomes” as the previous 
cuts. That committee will have un-
til May 31 to submit the proposal 
to Kalikow, at which point she will 
take the it “under advisement.” 

Kalikow said that Geosciences, 
LAC Humanities and the gradu-
ate program in American and New 
England Studies, the three programs 

slated for cuts in mid-March, are 
still proposed to be eliminated. The 
Faculty Senate Academic Review 
Committee will have until May 5 to 
propose alternative cuts to Kalikow.

Kalikow said the process of staff 
cuts will also continue. In the fi s-
cal year 2015, 14 staff have already 
been offi cially laid off. As part of 
the efforts to fi ll the remaining $14 
million gap, on Friday Kalikow con-
fi rmed that 10 to 20 additional staff 
will be notifi ed of their termination. 

When asked whether or not those 
staff had already received their no-
tices, Kalikow declined to comment 
on specifi cs.

At the senate meeting on Friday, 
the faculty almost unanimously 
passed a resolution defending USM 
staff, saying that the Faculty Senate 
was going “on the record in sup-

port of all staff and [asks] that staff 
reductions be halted immediately 
and until the process to right-size 
the university’s budget is completed. 
Further, staff must be involved in all 
levels of budget discussion.”

Brodie believes that USM can 
fi nd creative ways to cut down on 
spending without eliminating so 
many jobs, saying that the next step 
for the university is to focus on at-
tempting to fi nd solutions that will 
eliminate the mandated staff cuts. 

“I’m thrilled and grateful to have 
my job and to be able to spend more 
time with my students, but I feel like 
I have a knot in the pit of my stom-
ach. Everything is just so uncertain.”

news@usmfreepress.org
 @USMFreePress

Kirsten Sylvain / Editor-in-Chief

(Left to right) Provost Stevenson, President Kalikow and Professor Carlos Luck at the Faculty Senate meeting.

In Brief...
USM to host 
memorial 
for fallen 
soldiers

On Friday, April 18, in com-
memoration of the ten year an-
niversary of his death, USM will 
host a memorial service for former 
student Spc. Christopher Gelineau 
who was K.I.A. on April 20 2004 
in Iraq. The event will also honor 
other fallen soldiers from Maine.

Senior risk management and in-
surance and marketing student and 
retired Staff Sergeant San Pao or-
ganized the event.

“I did not know Chris personally 
besides being around him because 
of the unit. The tie to this tribute 
is that I was one of the few in the 
same ambush as Chris. I helped 
pull him from the mud while a box 
of ammo was cooking off within a 
couple feet. I helped work on Chris 
with fi rst aid until Blackhawk fl ew 
in to pick him up,” Pao told the 
Free Press in an email.

“Throughout this event plan-
ning, I have heard stories from 
faculty and students on how they 
were connected to Chris and his 
wife. Through their stories, I felt 
the pain and sorrow from their past 
that was haunting their every emo-
tion. Some talk about it and some 
keep quiet. This is the very reason 
why I choose to organize this trib-
ute to not only Chris but other ser-
vice members who have died from 
the state of Maine,” Pao said.

From FACULTY on page 1
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there.”
Kalikow’s announcement at the 

Faculty Senate meeting came as 
a complete surprise to all in atten-
dance. The decision, Kalikow said, 
was so spur of the moment that the 
retrenched faculty had not yet been 
informed of the reversal.

The day before Kalikow’s deci-
sion, around 100 protesters took to 
the streets of Portland with a coali-
tion of local supporters to march 
in protest of recent faculty cuts at 
USM and for an increase in state ap-
propriation for public higher educa-
tion in Maine. The protest was only 
one in a series of demonstrations 
and trips to the state house as part 
of student efforts to put pressure on 
USM administrators and state leg-
islators. Many faculty, students and 
locals praised the efforts of students 
as a direct cause of the reversal of 
the cuts. 

However, when Kalikow was 
asked how student efforts to protest 

the retrenchments affected her deci-
sion, she responded that the impact 
was only “indirect.” She added, 
however, that she was pleased with 
the level of student involvement. 

“I’ve been waiting for thirty years 
for students to wake up,” she said.

“I can’t imagine that the outcry 
from students didn’t affect many 
administrators,” said Meghan Bro-
die, a theater professor who had 
been retrenched. “I think a lot of 
people were surprised at how vo-
cal they were and how quickly they 
mobilized. I think it did have an im-
pact. Whether direct or indirect, it 
was a huge impact.”

“We’ve put a lot of pressure on 
the administration in the past few 
weeks,” said Meaghan LaSala,  a 
junior women and gender studies 
major and #USMFuture organizer. 
“Whether they say it aloud or not, 
I believe we’ve affected their deci-
sion.”

The march throughout Portland 

on Thursday was supported by 
many local and state-wide organiza-
tions, including the Associated Fac-
ulties of the University of Maine, 
the Maine Education Association 
and the Maine People’s Alliance.

LaSala said that the coalition will 
continue to be vocal until the ad-
ministration and Board of Trustees 
agree to an independent audit of 
University of Maine System spend-
ing.  She also noted that they will 
stand up to any cuts of staff as well

“We defi nitely are claiming this 
a victory, but there is more work to 
do,” she said.

LaSala added that the move-
ment will not stop with the end of 
the school year and that there is a 
dedicated and active community 
of students and citizens invested in 
this issue who will be working until 
their goals are reached. 

Selections from the 
USM Department of 
Public Safety police log 
April 6 to 10

Police Beat

Sunday, April 6

Rip Van Wink-ella
9:05 a.m. - Summons issued to Elaine Isajar, 54 of 
Portland for expired registration
warning issued for inspection and failure to change 
address. - Wishcamper Center, 34 Bedford St.
Speedy operation
12:06 p.m. - Warning to operator for stop sign violation. - 
98 Bedford St.
Misuse of vault and uneven bars
12:40 p.m. - Unwanted person removed from the gym. - 
Sullivan Gym, 21 Falmouth St.

Monday, April 7

Report thievery--the perfect crime
4:12 p.m. - Theft. Report Taken. - Upton Hastings  Hall
No ‘get out of jail free’ card here
6:12 p.m. - Arrested Rellen Chernetski, 33 of Steep 
Falls for criminal trespass and violations of conditions of 
release. - Philippi Hall, 19 Campus Ave.

Tuesday, April 8

What the puck is that about?
10:30 p.m. - Requests an offi cer to stand by for the end of 
a men’s hockey game. - Ice Arena, 55 Campus Ave.

Wednesday, April 9

Can’t stop her now
6:28 a.m. - Summons issued to Amy L. Twohig, 18 of Old 
Orchard for speeding, warning for stop sign violation. 
G13A Parking Lot, 17 University Way

Thursday, April 10

Sins of the fathers visited on the vehicles
9:32 a.m. - Vehicle towed for unpaid fi nes. -G12 Parking 
Lot, 19 Campus Ave. 
Rebel rebel
9:57 a.m. - Vehicle towed for unpaid parking fi nes. G20 
Parking Lot, 28 Husky Drive
Rudely sentient report
10:16 a.m. Harassing incident report taken. - Dickey Wood 
Hall, 17 University Way
Search for the holy grail
12:09 p.m. - Reported theft of item. - Glickman Library, 
314 Forest Ave.
Tow epidemic
Vehicle towed for unpaid fi nes. G6 Parking Lot, 13 
University Way
Wellest beings be in wells
4:42 p.m. - Wellbeing check, unable to locate. - Robie 
Andrews Hall, 39 University Way
Sound and fury
6:38 p.m. - Complaint of very loud music disturbing 
people. Offi cer unplugged the offending stereo. – 
Upperclass Hall, 25 Husky Drive
Nasal reportage
10:08 p.m. - Odor of marijuana reported. – Upton Hastings 
Hall, 52 University Way

Police logs are edited for grammar and style. They can be 
found at usm.maine.edu/police/campus-crime-log.

Sam Hill / Managing Editor

From FUTURE on page 1

Meaghan LaSala spoke at Thursday’s rally before the group marches down Congress Street.
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USM punk duo set to rock out for last time

Elle S. Davis

Two USM students, Nick 
Decker and Chris Armstrong, 
have been bringing new sounds 
to Gorham with their band Az-
aria Chamberlain, but now, with 
only two shows left, the band is 
dissolving after being one of the 
most active bands on campus this 
year.

Considered by some to be out 
of their element at USM, Deck-
er, a sophomore English educa-
tion major from Maryland, and 
Armstrong, a sophomore studio 
art major from New Hampshire, 
choose to express themselves with 
the heartfelt rage of a punk-rock 
band they started last January. 

These two stand out as part of 
a burgeoning wave of the Maine 
(and Maryland) music scene that 
is ready to embrace fresh ideas 
and raw, unsullied artistic enthusi-
asm.  Decker and Armstrong have 
been working to bridge the gap 
between USM’s talented student 
body and greater 
Portland’s art and 
music scenes.  

According to 
them, music, out 
of all their aspi-
rations and ex-
ploits, has been 
most infl uential 
on them and 
helped form the 
bond that solidi-
fi ed their friend-
ship, that started 
when they were 
assigned to the 
same dorm room 
last January. Both Decker and 
Armstrong have various side proj-
ects out of Maine and Maryland, 
but their band, which will only 
exist for another month, has been 
their main collaborative brain-
child. Inspired by post hardcore 
bands like City of Caterpillar and 
Father Figure, Azaria Chamber-
lain served as a creative outlet for 
both the musicians and the fans to 
explore the nature of their angst, 
confusion and sometimes sorrow. 

The band name stems from the 
Azaria Chamberlain incident in 
1980, when an Australian baby 
girl was killed by a dingo after 
being taken from the tent her fam-
ily was camping in. The child’s 
mother was initially was charged 
with murder and spent more than 
three years in prison. In 1983, fo-
rensics proved that she was inno-
cent when the child’s jacket was 
found near a dingo lair and more 
research could be done. Decker 
said that the point across that the 
name wasn’t intended to trivialize 

the situation.
“[The name] was chosen be-

cause we play extremely emotive 
music that could 
be compared to 
the despair of the 
mother’s situa-
tion,” said Deck-
er. “Although, 
realistically, I’m 
sure nothing 
could compare.”

And now af-
ter rocking out 
in friends’ base-
ments for a full 
year, Azaria 
Chamberlain is 
breaking up after 
Decker decided 

to move back to Maryland to be 
with his family.  

“From the beginning all the 
members agreed that if one of us 
leaves, the band is done,” said 
Decker. “But we still both have 
our solo work as well as my new 
band Dream Wheels.”

Decker’s current solo project is 
Koala Tea Time, an emo folk proj-
ect inspired by bands like Defi -
ance Ohio, and he feels like it has 
been his most successful music 
project.  Armstrong also has been 
busy recording and is planning 
on releasing his untitled EP next 
week. The duo still has some life 
left in them, as the band is plan-
ning a couple “farewell shows” 
over the next month. 

Armstrong described Azaria as 
“skramz,” which is sort of a hu-
morous term for “real screamo,” 
coined back in the ‘90s. Bands 
who felt like they were the real 
deal started to dislike newer 
screamo bands, whom they felt 
were giving the movement a bad 

name. 
According to Anna Powers, a 

sophomore history major, Azaria 
Chamberlain sticks to its early 
‘90s roots by swapping emas-
culating sensitivity with senti-
mentality, genuine emotion and 
magnetism so that any mention of 
death and dying –– which would 
ordinarily be another screamo cli-
chè –– dredges up an unquestion-
able angst that lives within every 
human being, no matter how re-
mote those emotions seem. 

“Nick’s singing isn’t angry, it’s 
exhausted,” said Powers. “A lot 
of people can relate to the exhaus-
tion that is prevalent in their mu-
sic. It’s a release of emotion for 
them.” 

According to Decker, their mu-
sic is the sting of raw youth and 
the atmosphere of every prob-
lematic episode in one’s life. 
Decker’s lyrics come straight 
from a spry ability to read situa-
tions and dissect experiences that 
many times are lost in the dulling 
of adulthood.

“They’re about experiences 
with other people and my feel-
ings about the experiences,” said 
Decker. “I don’t like isolating the 
audience; everyone who can re-
late is welcome to.” 

Both relatable and unique, it’s 
hard to get past lyrics like “when 
I moved into my new place/I 
painted the walls the color of your 
eyes/ I painted the walls the color 
of your soul/ I’m sorry that I left 
you/ You were the only home I 
ever had” without feeling famil-
iarly tender.

The chance to experience this 
familiarity will come a couple 
more times this month. They 
are planning to play on Monday, 

April 14 at the Woodbury Art 
Gallery at 7 p.m., according to 
Decker. He said that they haven’t 
acquired permission to use the 
space, so worst -case scenario, 
they’ll play in the parking garage.  
The band plans to perform their 
goodbye concert on May 6 at the 
Meg Perry Center. They’ve also 
created a Facebook page, inviting 
fans to join them for a celebration 
of all the friends they’ve made in 
Maine. 

“I’ll miss Maine and Azaria, but 
I’ll tour fairly regularly, so I’ll be 
back soon enough,” said Decker.  

“The band splitting up doesn’t 
mean that they are done playing 
for good,” said Powers. 

This merging of young artists 
from a university background 
with the exhilarating grime of 

Portland’s network of city musi-
cians, instigates real opportunity 
for incredible new music, intro-
ducing diversity in the content of 
the scene that could take the usual 
(albeit extraordinarily fun) show 
experience to new levels. Azaria 
Chamberlain is ending, but that 
doesn’t mean an end to Armstrong 
and Decker’s creative collabora-
tions.

Although their moment in the 
local post-hardcore spotlight was 
brief, according to Decker it’s re-
miscent of the genre as a whole.   

“Short-lived and loud––true sk-
ramz style,” said Decker. 

Chris Armstrong (left) and Nick Decker (right) perform with their band Azaria Chamberlain at a friend’s house code named “The Bat Palace.”
Francis Flisiuk / Arts & Culture Editor

Azaria is short-
lived but loud 
in true ‘90s 
‘skramz’ style

arts@usmfreepress.org
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“I’ll miss Maine 
and Azaria, but 

I’ll tour fairly 
regularly, so I’ll 
be back soon 

enough.”

-Nick Decker
English Education major and 
lead in the band Azaria Cham-
berlain

Francis Flisiuk / Arts & Culture Editor

Nick Decker performs “A song for our friend Tim in Belarus,” which was 
written as a thanks to the support from Eastern European fans.
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From insurance payments to oil 
changes, cars can be just as limit-
ing as they are liberating. How-
ever, there is one method of transit 
that is a bonafi de budget reduction.

There is a long list of costs as-
sociated with the proper mainte-
nance of an automobile, and for a 
struggling college student, this list 
can often be too expensive.  But 
bicycles offer  
the two-wheeled, 
engine-less free-
dom that you 
never knew you 
had. 

Cyclists are 
not as restricted 
by stop lights 
and roadways, 
which can great-
ly shorten your 
commute time, 
and have the added bonus of ex-
ercise. According to Hegor Malen-
ko, a senior biology major, cycling 
is an inexpensive and effi cient 
means of transportation. 

“I sold my car last fall, and I 
biked through the winter,” said 
Malenko. “I save approximately 
$500 a month, from just not own-
ing the car and not paying for 
upkeep costs like insurance and 
repairs.” 

When you’re no longer paying 
for electricity, solar panels quick-
ly pay for themselves. The same 
principle applies to bicycles and 
automobiles, with a much smaller 
investment. Unfortunately, even 
though green technology has made 

substantial progress in recent 
years, transitioning to it still bears 
expensive startup costs. According 
to Dylan Rochman, a senior stu-
dio art major, being entirely green 
might not be fi nancially feasible 
for everyone, but through minor 
alterations in your life, you can 
live green while still saving some, 
too. The switch to cycling saves on 
not just gas but repair costs as well

“I defi nitely couldn’t afford to 
pay for gas or a car. For me it’s 
mostly been about saving money 
and keeping me moving,” said 

Rochman. “ I 
don’t know a 
lot about car 
maintenance, so 
it’s nice to have 
a relatively sim-
ple machine. 
If something 
breaks, I know 
how to fi x it.”

A c c o r d i n g 
to Rochman, 

cycling offers an opportunity to 
make a positive transition in your 
life both fi nancially and physically. 
But for Tyler Kidder, the assistant 
director of sustainable programs, 
and others concerned with sus-
tainability, the switch to cycling is 
about much more than just saving 
money. The sustainability program 
at USM focuses on reducing envi-
ronmental impact from recycling 
and sustainable landscapes to pro-
moting alternative transportation. 

“It sort of kills three birds with 
one stone: transportation, you’re 
saving the world, and you’re get-
ting exercise,” said Kidder. But 
money is not all you will be sav-
ing, according to sophomore biol-

ogy major, Justin Desper. 
“It’s defi nitely easier getting 

around town,” said Desper. “I love 
getting to school and not having 
to park in the parking garage. But 
even biking around places like 
Back Cove after class is a huge 

benefi t.” 
Whether you’re trying to re-

duce your carbon footprint, get 
healthier or just save a few bucks, 
a simple switch to a bicycle can be 
that complete package.

Don’t have a bike? One easy 

way to get one at a good price is 
at the Great Maine Bike Swap 
on April 27 in the USM Sullivan 
Gym.
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Bikes save bucks
Nate Baril 
Free Press Staff

Randy Hazelton / Multimedia Editor
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“I save 
approximately 
$500 a month, 
from just not 

owning the car.”

-Hegor Malenko
Senior Biology Major

Students meet at the Portland Gear Hub on Forest Ave. every Wednesday to take lessons on bike mechanics. 
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No, Portland is not the home of Willie Nel-
son or Townes Van Zandt, but we do have 
Wesley Allen Hartley—a country/folk asset 
giving this Northeastern city Texan comfort. 
Convenient Repairs is a unique combination 
of indie rock and country genres. 

Dusty roads, rusty road signs, cheap whis-
key and heart-wrenching stories are at the 
heart of country/western music. Few listen-
ers pick up an old fashioned country album to 
use it as a pick-me-up. Hartley doesn’t stray 
from this tradition when he opens Convenient 
Repairs with, “So I am / Sad to have lacked 
so much.” Match these words with a drearily 
slow strumming acoustic guitar and a voice 
that sounds like it was worked hard and put 
away wet, and an appropriately somber pic-
ture comes into focus.

What could possibly be so great about a 
worn-out musician singing about his heart-
ache? Hartley’s work is most certainly great, 
but he uses his music to reach a different ob-
jective than most. 

Happiness is not the point, but this album 
evokes a deep sense of empathy that is in-
tensely fulfi lling. Lyrics like “This one’s for 
the last drop. . .never wanted to hurt anyone / 
I’ll be better when I can pull my shit togeth-
er” tell an important story that supersedes the 
superfi cial quality of many “happy” songs 
that currently dominate the top-40 charts. 
Hartley forces you to begin to understand 
what true sadness must feel like in a way 
only a lyrical poet can. By rapidly changing 
the narrative within his songs he challenges 
listeners to examine his content on a deeper 
level. There’s absolutely nothing formulaic 
about Watt’s style except that you can expect, 
the unanticipated. 

Hartley sings about things that matter. His 
lyrics tell stories for what they are, happy or 
not, and, unfortunately, life is often tragic. 

While music that makes us feel better is in-
dispensable, it should not detract from the 
sad sounds of Convenient Repairs. 

This album serves an equally important 
purpose—giving us brutally genuine music 
that shows what the other side of the coin is 
like. “Dead Beat,” for example, sings “Kids 
in line dyin’ for ice cream, all sayin’. . .you’re 
less than fake / I’m a deadbeat.” This feeling 
is certainly underrepresented in popular mu-
sic, unfortunately avoided instead of looked 
into. This song is raw and scary, crossing an 
emotional line that tradional artists seldom 
tread across. 

The intrinsic worth of Hartley’s music is 
undeniable. It is becoming increasingly rare 
to hear these kinds of subjects when they 
are so stigmatized and, after all, a hard sell. 
Hartley is not only expressing himself, but 
he is doing so in a fashion that runs against 
the grain. The days of old-time country may 
be over, but Convenient Repairs keeps the 
tragic and raw spirit alive and rightfully not-
so-well.

Ben Watt, an accomplished writer, DJ, 
BBC radio personality, and musician, gives 
a peak songwriting performance on Hendra. 
And it’s about time too. The last time we 
heard Watt’s work that didn’t include any-
thing from his record label The Buzzin Fly, 
was when he worked with his wife in the 
British pop duo Everything But The Girl in 
1982. 

Hendra begins with its self-titled track. It 
serves as an introduction to what Watt’s has 
been up to and his transition into a middle 
aged, family lifestyle. A sort of acoustic gui-
tar, acoustic bass, background strings and a 
reverberated picked electric guitar part create 
a dim and somber feeling. Lyrics go, “I wish 
I’d studied harder now, made something of 
myself / But instead I’m just a shopkeeper, 
but I mustn’t blame myself.” Lyrics and in-
strumentation together tell a story that is 
greater than the sum of parts. Watt takes a 
simple song to its fullest potential.

The album continues on with “Spring,” an 
optimistic track suggesting a silver lining. 
However, the lyric, “This is really happening 
/ You can rest in bed / Let these silver mo-
ments fall on your head,” shows a reluctance 
to acknowledge the newly-found positive. 
Watt goes on to sing, “Say goodbye to Win-
ter, that keeps you locked inside.” Taken as 
a metaphor, Watt is saying that the confi nes 
that “keep you locked inside” can be over as 
soon as you realize it. 

That is, we can learn to be happy if we 
only learn to change our perspective. A 
strong pop-orientated piano part and upbeat 
drumbeat again match the emotion of the 
words wonderfully.

Watt soon comes back around to the not-
so-happy subject matter. “Levels” is a slow-
tempo track with ambient slide guitar and 
a vocal melody doubled by another guitar. 
Lyrics go “And out there is the future / But 

what’s this standing in my way,” followed 
by “Some nights I’m out there on the levels / 
And the ditches and the fi elds are fl ooded by 
the rivers / And I can see for miles.” Watt is 
talking about trying to move forward. “Ev-
eryone has wounds that heal with time / And 
I’ll get over mine,” he sings. When the suf-
fering subsides, we can see farther.

Hendra is not to be taken at face value. 
Like any great piece of artwork, it deserves 
a little poking and prodding. Watt’s work is 
thoughtful and well constructed. Multidi-
mensional storytelling emerges after tracks 
are carefully listened to a few times over. 
Hendra is not just mindless music, it is an 
integrated piece of artwork. Watt combines 
deep words with excellent instrumental ar-
ranging, and Hendra only gets better with 
more listens. By blending high quality instru-
mentation, fantastic melodies and smooth 
vocals, Watt has created a deeply atmospher-
ic experience that serves as a testament to his 
maturing musical prowess.

Watt releases solo after 31 years

Umade road

Dan Kelly
Free Press Staff

National Review

Hartley’s album full of lyrical twists
Local Review

Sweet Dream Recordings

Dan Kelly
Free Press Staff
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Want to submit an event?
arts@usmfreepress.org

Monday, April 14

Vicki Martinez 
Port City Music Hall
504 Congress St.
Show: 7:00  p.m.

Film: Nymphomaniac Volume I + II
Nickelodeon Cinemas
1 Temple St. 
12:00 p.m.

Tuesday, April 15

Bound Together: USM Book Arts
Portland Public Library
5 Monument Way
All Day

Film: Breadcrumb Trail
Space Gallery
538 Congress St.
Doors: 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, April 16

OTTO Fundraiser: Good Food, Good Causes
574 Congress St.
5:00 p.m.- 10:00 p.m.

David Beam and the Custom House Gang
Andy’s Old Port Pub
94 Commercial St.
Show: 8:00 p.m.

Thursday, April 17

Taking Back Sunday
State Theatre 
609 Congress St.
Doors: 7:00 p.m. / Show: 8:00 p.m.

Alex Bleeker and the Freaks with Coke Weed
Space Gallery
538 Congress St. 
Show: 7:30 p.m.

Fiddlehead Green Gala
Asylum
121 Center St.
Doors: 8:00 p.m. / Show: 9:00 p.m.

Friday, April 18

Bordeaux Rebound: A Unique Wine Dinner
5 Commerical St.
6:00 p.m.

The David Wax Museum 
Port City Music Hall
504 Congress St.
Show: 9:00  p.m.

Saturday, April 19

Tony Bennett
PortTix
20 Myrtle St.
Doors: 6:30 p.m. / Show: 7:30 p.m.

Pierre Bensusan
One Longfellow Square
181 State St.
Doors: 7:00 p.m. / Show: 8:00 p.m.

Blue Oyster Cult
Asylum
121 Center St.
Doors: 8:00 p.m. / Show: 9:00 p.m.

Sunday, April 20

Somewhere Maine: The Marijuana Musical
Port City Music Hall
504 Congress St.
Show: 3:00  p.m. / Show: 4:20 p.m.

A&C
Listings

Musicians riff to pay the bills

Randy Hazelton/Multimedia Editor

Jacob Forbes rehearses with Peter Herman, a senior music major at 
UMA, for his senior recital on April 21. 

Musicians whose passion is pour-
ing hours of practice and rehearsal 
into honing their craft are fi nding 
plenty of ways to make money. 

 For Jen Precopio, a junior music 
education major and saxophonist, 
performing paid gigs in a wedding 
band called Retrospecticus is only 
half the way she pays the bills. The 
other half is teaching.

When she isn’t playing gigs, she’s 
teaching others how to do the same 
in private lessons at the Midcoast 
School of Music on Forest Avenue. 
There she teaches a class of students 
ranging in ages from 12 to 17, the 
fundamentals of saxophone, clarinet 
and fl ute four days a week. 

“Taking classes and learning from 
the faculty at USM has helped me 
grow not only as a musician but 
as a teacher,” said Precopio. “I’ve 
learned so much about music that 
I’ve now expanded and taught to my 
own students.”

Precopio recently had the chance 
to see a solo jazz performance from 
one of her younger students. Seeing 
the effects of her teaching so far, she 
said, has been incredibly rewarding. 

“It was so great to see the instruc-
tions and lessons that I had taught 
shine through during her perfor-
mance,” said Precopio. 

Going far beyond just playing 
shows, Precopio also writes music, 
teaches children and is also directing 
an all-girl rock ensemble, featuring 
several young performers, playing 
the piano, drums, two saxophones 
and a fl ute.

Precopio is also in the midst of de-
veloping a lesson book for beginners 
who want to play the saxophone, 
fl ute or clarinet. This decision was 
infl uenced directly by a course 
called Woodwind Pedagogy taught 
by USM jazz instructor Bill Street. 
According to Precopio, she’s incred-
ibly busy but also diligently follow-

ing her dream. 
“It doesn’t feel like I have a job,” 

said Precopio. “I’m always excited 
to come into the studio, I get here 
early. Music and teaching have al-
ways been my two passions, and 
once I put them together, it’s like 
euphoria.” 

Senior music performance ma-
jor Jacob Forbes, shares Precopio’s 
“follow your passion” mindset by 
crafting a music career, specifi cally 
mastering the drums and the saxo-
phone.  Forbes has been playing for 
over four years and supports himself 
with music, saying that teaching jazz 
is his steady income, while perform-
ing shows earns his “fun spending” 
money. 

“It’s almost a relieving feeling, 
realizing that you can make money 
doing something you truly love,” 
said Forbes. “It’s a wonderful physi-
cal and spiritual feeling, getting an 
audience full of people excited about 
your music.”

But, according to Forbes, just 
because you’re getting paid for 
something you love doesn’t mean it 
isn’t’ a lot of hard work. For Forbes, 
teaches music classes in Portland 
and Kennebunk, plays small, more 

laid-back shows at bars or restuar-
ants for tips and while working to 
book larger shows at bigger venues 
like the Portland Stage. 

“How you spend your time is in-
credibly important as a musician,” 
said Forbes. 

Although nights performing jazz 
at smaller venues, like Blue and 
Local Sprouts, often usually don’t 
pay much more than $30 to $40 per 
performer after the audience fi nishes 
“passing the hat around,” it’s still 
a valuable way for a musician to 
spend his time, Forbes said. 

“Even though you’re not making 
that much money, playing in a public 
setting is always a worthwhile learn-
ing event,” said Forbes. “If nothing 
else, you get a free meal, a couple 
beers and a chance for people to hear 
your music. Musicians just want to 
be heard.” 

Forbes said his USM connections 
have played a huge part in his suc-
cess as a local jazz artist. 

“There are a lot of opportunities 
to become a successful musician in 
Maine, you’ve just got to connect 
yourself with the right people,” said 
Forbes.

Francis Flisiuk 
Arts & Culture Editor
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Sustainability and ME
Spring is here: gear up to garden

Over the past few months you 
may have noticed a couple of 
small hand painted signs hanging 
from the chain-link fence which 
borders several dozen garden 
plots in front of Sullivan Gym on 
the Portland Campus.   The signs 
indicate the “USM Community 
Garden” space is open to all stu-
dents, faculty and staff and it re-
ally truly is.  The people behind 
the garden are striving to reach 
out to the USM Community by 
encouraging anyone who has a 
little interest in growing their own 
vegetables to join on in. 

An urban farming movement 
is in full speed across the United 
States and USM is on the train.  
How unique that in the middle of 
a city, students can supplement 
their academic studies, practice 
the skills necessary to grow their 
own food and create community 
on campus!

History of the garden:
 The current “USM Community 

Garden” on the Portland campus 
began as the “USM Garden Proj-
ect” in 2009.  An inspired group 
of students formed a club and con-
verted the former playground into 
an organic growing space for all 
the USM community.  After fund-
raising money they were able to 

construct raised beds and collect 
the tools necessary to maintain 
the space. The garden is gaining 
momentum; additional beds have 
been added throughout the years 
as more community members ex-
press their interest in taking part

.
The garden now:

 This past spring all current 
USM Garden Project members 
voted unanimously to transition 
the garden from student club sta-
tus.   Today the garden is advised 
by the USM Offi ce of Sustainabil-
ity.  Tyler Kidder, the assistant di-
rector to the Offi ce of Sustainabil-
ity, proposed the shift.  The goal 
of this change is to improve year-
to-year consistency and estab-
lish a cohesive relationship with 
USM such that larger goals and 
garden projects can be achieved.  
With people graduating and new 
students coming and going the 
garden needed a paid position.  
Through work-study funds Tyler 
hired Jocylin Egan as Garden Co-
ordinator.

Education, outreach     and 
events: 

The garden holds sheet mulch-
ing workshops that are hands 
on and completely free.   The 
workshops educate students in a 
hands-on manner.  We advocate 
what’s called “permaculture:” a 
no-till, low-no input, economi-
cal, self-fertilizing technique 
that mimics natural ecosystems 
and conserves water.  Some of 

the ingredients for these work-
shops include:  locally and ethi-
cally harvested seaweed, coffee 
grounds (from USM), newspapers 
and compost (donated by Garbage 
to Garden).  All are free and open 
to the public.

We donate food and are working 
to alleviate hunger in Cumberland 
County.  Two to four “community 
bed” plots are utilized for demon-
strations & workshops.  The food 
grown in these plots is then donat-
ed to the Wayside Food Program.

Work and Skill Exchange: 
 Throughout the growing season 

we host work parties to beautify 
and maintain the garden space.  
Afterwards we share a meal or 
snacks and chit-chat about our 
gardening experiences, ask ques-
tions and grow our knowledge.

It is fi nally spring. We have 
fi lled most of the beds for this 
coming growing season but drop 
us an email to get on the wait-
ing list for this and next year. 
We hope to expand the garden 
to accommodate more gardeners 
but can only do that with more 
demonstrated interest by students. 
Events are open to the public so 
even if you aren’t a grower, stop 
by!

Friday April 25, 2 p.m. – Join 
us for a seed swap and a sheet 
mulching workshop. All are wel-
come.

Iris SanGiovanni is a freshman 
political science major.

Iris SanGiovanni
Contributor

Friedman: What college 
teaches you about money

Given the plethora of articles writ-
ten about the present circumstances 
surrounding the average college stu-
dent’s fi nancial security and future. 
In the wake of on-campus protests, 
I would like to take this opportunity 
to address the fi scal lessons I have 
learned while attempting to achieve 
a higher education. 
1) Return on investment

This is a concept that is ever-pres-
ent in higher education. As tuition 
increases, the average minimum 
wage salary can just barely keep 
up, and most students are forced to 
take out student loans. The ultimate 
result is debt, large, never-ending, 
ever present debt. 

What return of investment means 
is that as a student, one must consid-
er their choice of concentration and 
projected career along with the cost 
of completing a degree. In short, it 
seems students should now be well 
versed in divinations in order to fi g-
ure out whether or not they will live 
the rest of their lives crippled by 
debt, or if they will manage to fi nd a 
job in a limited market that can pay 

off their investment. This is a wel-
come change to a generation that
grew up on the Harry Potter series.
If only magic were actually real and
we could see the future with enough
clarity to know that we might be
able to live unencumbered by per-
petually low credit scores. This is,
of course, all rendered moot, con-
sidering we will never be able to
retire anyway. There isn’t enough
Social Security for that.
2) How to run a non-profi t like a
business

Most universities, including
USM, are non-profi t organizations.
These institutions rely on taxes (in
the instance of state universities),
grants, or the generosity of alumni.
It has come to the attention of the
world, as a result of the retrench-
ment protests, that our administra-
tion believes our school should be
run as a business.

As most students understand, be-
cause they are working low-paying
jobs to afford one credit hour per
semester, a business has to keep its
consumer in mind in order to run
effi ciently and keep growing. This,
of course, explains why USM has

Elizabeth Friedman
Contributor

See MONEY on page 12

Certainly there’s a reason to cel-
ebrate at USM since last Friday, 
but let’s not forget about the fi ne 
print: student protesters and faculty 
may have won the battle, but they 
haven’t won the war yet.

President Kalikow’s surprise an-
nouncement that she’s cancelling 
all of the faculty retrenchments an-
nounced last month (except for fac-
ulty associated with the three degree 
programs that are still proposed to 
be cut, and has anyone said a word 
about contract majors like languages 
and Hispanic studies?) shouldn’t lull 
anyone into a false sense of security.

It’s no secret that the programs 
getting a reprieve are the ones with 
the shoutiest students, and with sum-
mer closing in fast, there are enough 
reasons for resistance to cuts to slow 
down already, but there’s still good 
reason to keep it up.

Not only are Kalikow’s statements 
about the timeline for her change 
of heart already not adding up, but 
she’s saying outright that staff cuts 
are still happening and probably at 
an increased rate. Programs are still 
“on the table.” Not only that, but 
faculty members who felt pressured 
to retire have already gotten that ball 
rolling, and even the faculty who 
have just been yanked out from un-
der the knife could be back on the 

operating table come fall.
Students from #USMFuture have 

said they’re not halting their efforts, 
and that they still hope to make pub-
lic higher education funding a bal-
lot issue for Maine next year, and if 
our foray into our archives this week 
has taught us anything, it’s that we 
had all better hope they succeed. 
Whether you think the integrity of 
the university has been saved when 
Kalikow called off this series of cuts 
or whether you’re still skeptical, the 
fact remains that the problems we 
have faced this year are problems 
we have faced before, in different 
shapes at different times, over and 
over again.

These funding problems wouldn’t 
keep repeating themselves if there 
weren’t something at the core of the 
way this university that is fl awed. 
The only way to keep from facing 
the same problems all over again 
later is to fi nd out where that fl aw is 
and change it.

Maybe #USMFuture will fi nd 
the fundamental change the univer-
sity has to make to move into the 
future, and maybe they won’t, but 
the fact that they’re looking means 
that maybe the issues will stay in the 
public eye long enough for someone 
to fi gure it out. We can’t afford to 
let the problem of funding USM go 

out of sight and out of mind until it 
reaches a crisis point again.

Kalikow’s statement may have 
come off to many as a “hopeful 
message,” but from her apparent 
lack of specifi city in statements later 
on Friday to press, concluding that 
she had no idea what the next steps 
would be, it seems possible that the 
move was a temporary reprieve for 
the most obvious and pestersome 
problem –– public outrage over fac-
ulty cuts. 

So what’s the takeaway point? 
We still don’t know what to expect. 
Don’t be lulled into a false sense of 
security. This conversation is not 
over and won’t be for quite some 
time, and certainly, it’s important 
that we approach this with a spirit of 
cooperation, but what we need now, 
more than ever, is for the adminis-
tration to keep the promise Kalikow 
made at Friday’s Faculty Senate to 
work transparently with faculty, 
and beyond that, the administration 
needs to hold the staff and student 
perspectives in equally high regard. 
As a fi nal point, we also want to im-
plore that the administration abide 
by some well-thought-out process 
in steps moving forward (or to at 
least give the impression that that is 
the case).  
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also chosen to do away with archaic 
tenure positions that don’t hold pro-
fessors accountable for the qual-
ity of product they are providing. 
This also explains why they have 
decided to hold onto their younger 
dynamic staff members who have 
no seniority. 

So, remember, when you are next 
taking a customer service survey 
for the school, be sure to voice your 
opinion about that one professor 
who could care less whether or not 
you graduate, because their job is 
secure. 
3) Other forms of fi nancial bondage

If you decide to take a class, re-
member that you have two weeks-
-including snow days and random 
public holidays-- to fi gure out 
whether or not your professor is in-
sufferable or having a bad day.

 After that, you still owe the 
school half of your enrollment fee, 
because they may have presented 
you with an inferior product, but 
that’s why most poorly-made items 
don’t come with a warranty. This is 
Wal-Mart after all, or not. No, that’s 
just where you will be working as 
you attempt to beat back your stu-
dent loans. The ones you took out 
to attend a school or a business. No, 
wait, a school business? This is con-
fusing now. Just remember, the re-
sale value of your books is not even 
half what you paid. They’re like a 
car that you can’t even drive after 
four months. Practical.
4) Maximizing your tax credit

In order to get fi nancial aid, you 
must also fi le your taxes. When do-
ing this, you can increase your tax 
credit by attending school. This is 
great, but it doesn’t mean it’s time to 
go out and buy a new pair of shoes. 
The ones you have duct-taped can 
still keep the snow out, and the 
money needs to go toward food or 
school or rent or breathing. 

What’s crucial to remember is 
that the money that you get back 
from the federal government might 
just be enough to keep your head 
above water for a weekend or two.  
5) The importance of health on 
wealth

Studies have shown that a student 
working an average minimum wage 
job needs to work a 48-hour week 
in order to pay for the average cost 
of one credit hour. This does not in-
clude the amount of time it takes to 
study for each class (which is often 
quoted as three hours for every hour 
in class), and daily tasks like sleep, 
one must perform in order to live.

 If a student is lucky enough to at-
tend school in good physical condi-
tion, there is a high likelihood that 
they will leave worse for the wear. 

In the instance of a student that 
is already combating an illness, this 
means they are paying off crippling 
healthcare debt and managing a job, 
doctor’s appointments, and that one 
professor who thinks this generation 
is soft because they have so many 
issues that just didn’t used to exist. 
Regardless, without one’s health, 
there is no potential for wealth. 

You Are Wrong

Don’t believe everything you read, except this
Thaddeus Moriarty 
Free Press Staff

I’m Thaddeus Moriarty, and 
you are wrong. Why?

 Because you believe what you 
read. Because you believe that 
because an “expert” said it or 
wrote it down, it must be true. 
This is a fatal fl aw in mankind, 
to be sure: we tend to take things 
at face-value. We watch the news 
or we log onto a website and see 
tweets about global warming and 
missing airplanes and Kim Kar-
dashian and immediately believe 
them to be at least mostly factual. 
Well, I’m here to tell you that you 
shouldn’t believe anything that 
you read. At all. Present column 
excluded, of course; everything 
I write is unerringly true. (The 
previous statement is unbeliev-
ably false. I completely make up 
everything that I write.)

“Trust no one,” the famous line 
from The X-Files reads. Smart 
advice, favorite TV show! People 
are to be feared and hidden from, 
not believed! Heck, if I believed 
everything that my roommates 
told me, I’d be showering more 
than once a week. There’s fl uoride 
in that water, man! The Russians, 
man!

But this brings me to my top-
ic-of-the-week here in You Are 
Wrong, and you’d better believe 
it: conspiracy theories. As a soci-
ety, we can’t get enough of con-
spiracy theories. The past century 
has been stuffed to the gills with 
them –– the JFK assassination 
(Obama did it), the moon landing 
(In every single picture there’s 
always space in the background. 
How do you explain that?), Elvis 
Presley’s death (he’s currently 
playing quarterback for the Hous-

ton Texans), and, especially, per-
ceived mysteries about the attacks 
on September 11, 2001. (Person-
ally, I heard it was Ancient Aliens 
from the planet Bieber). 

Why do we love these conspira-
cies, you ask? Why do we spend 
money and time reading and writ-
ing and watching bad specials 
about them on the History Chan-
nel? Because human beings hate 
trusting people. We hate trusting 
people and so we make up (some-
times completely moronic) stories 
in order to make it easier to not 
trust people. It’s like when there’s 
a boy who’s dating the girl that 
you love, and so in your head you 
assure yourself that he has both 
awkward hands and a terrible 
singing voice. It makes it easier to 
hate him. I love hating him.

I also love conspiracies my-
self. Some of you are probably 
thinking that the only people who 
conspiracies are crackpots and 
nutcases and X-Files fans, but no! 
Normal people like me also like 
conspiracies. Yes, I am complete-
ly normal; it says so at the bottom 
of the column! And my bookshelf 
in my room is full of books about 
dubious mysteries: The Secret 
History of the World, Don’t You 
Believe It!, The 2013 Boston Red 
Sox World Championship. They 
make for interesting reads, as long 
as you take every word written 
with a grain of salt.

Now, it’s true (if you believe 
that things can be true) that some 
of these conspiracies even have 
decent bases of evidence to stand 
upon. There’s the conspiracy that 
the WWE is fake (which is true 
because, come on now.), ESPN 
is biased towards Tim Tebow, 
LeBron James, and the Red Sox 
(this is true, sorry Boston fans), 
the Free Press is being controlled 

by robotic overlords and I even 
heard that Sam Hill and Kirsten 
Sylvain MESSAGE REDACTED 
BECAUSE IT’S SUPER TOP SE-
CRET. REDACTED REDACT-
ED REDACTED REDACTED 
REDACTED**  There’s even the 
whackjob theory that interspers-
ing parenthetical asides through-
out your writing makes you sexier 
(this is defi nitively true).

Not all conspiracies are old 
silly stories about UFOs and the 
Mafi a, either. There are some 
fun contemporary ones: there’s 
a conspiracy that says that Presi-
dent Obama has gone by the 
aliases Barry Soetoro and Jean 
Paul Ludwig and is actually a 
Reptilian planning the domina-
tion of the world (alongside other 
Reptilians who have infi ltrated 
the global governments), Stevie 
Wonder ain’t blind (“She’s a girl 
in a dream/she’s a four-eyed car-
toon monster on the TV screen…
and red is green/and she’s a tan-
gerine.” A whole lotta visual ref-
erences in there for a blind man), 
the USM administration wants to 
gut the music and theatre depart-
ments (#USMFuture), and have 
you noticed how much the Fresh 
Prince looks like Will Smith?! Se-
riously, check that out.

I really do love conspiracies. 
I love watching documentaries 
about them and I love reading 
about them, and even I understand 
how silly a lot of these are (real or 
not). But isn’t that part of the fun? 
We all know that Obama isn’t a 
lizardman poised to disseminate 
the New World Order, but how 
ridiculously interesting would it 
be if that were the case? What if 
we never went to the moon, and 
it’s the biggest secret in American 
history? What if Taylor Swift is, 
in fact,  a serial-dating hologram? 

The world would certainly be a 
more fantastical place.

 What, don’t believe me?
Well, you are wr**MESSAGE 

REDACTED**
REDACTED REDACTED RE-

DACTED REDACTED RE\\

Thaddeus Moriarty is a senior 
history major and is utterly nor-
mal, shut up.

Ellen Spahn / Design Assistant
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Crossword

The solution to last
issue’s crossword

Weekly
Horoscope

great
good
average
alright
diffi cult

Scorpio
October 23-November 21

Virgo
August 23-September 22

Gemini
May 21-June 20

Aries
March 21-April 19

Taurus
April 20-May 20

Cancer
June 21-July 22

Leo
July 23-August 22

Your imagination can add spice 
to your love life tonight, if you are 
willing to give free rein to ideas 
and images which excite you.

Slow and easygoing is the style 
for love today. Comfort is a higher 
priority than passion. Satisfaction 
can follow a gradual buildup.

You instinctively make exactly the 
right move, without knowing why, 
because you are blending intuition 
and experience today.

Passion fl ares sharply, quickly 
passing AND deeply consuming. 
Make sure you and your lover are 
in sync.

Some tasks today will demand 
you skim the surface and move 
on quickly; others will require 
great perseverance. Know which 
are which.

A friend makes a subtle move to-
ward becoming something more. 
Stay alert to either encourage or 
nip in the bud as your circum-
stances dictate.

Today you can get an awful lot 
done! Productivity, accomplish-
ment and competence are high-
lighted.

Your creative imagination proves 
valuable today. Being able to 
envision “what if?” brings new 
possibilities into your life.

Relationships are challenged to-
day. Sidestep falling into insults, 
sarcastic comments, or argu-
ments. Stay dynamic but also 
kind.

Aquarius
January 20-February 18

Pisces
February 19-March 20

Capricorn
December 22-January 19

Sagittarius
November 22-December 21

Nit-picking at work hinders your 
effectiveness. Streamline your 
fl ow of duties. Try to delegate 
some tasks.

Your aesthetic judgment might be 
useful at work, or you’re in a posi-
tion to help someone in trouble or 
needing emotional support.

Slow, sensuous and savoring is 
the style. Trade back rubs with 
someone you love and ENJOY! 
Share food and mutual pleasure.

Libra
September 23-October 22

Sudoku

Cryptogram

HTC IVHO FQJJDO 
OQPC Q IDPC! M 
HVNNCHO HTC NCO 
FTCFPCL BDU QJ 
MUDJA LCBMFMCJFA.

And here is your hint:

T = H

A sudoku puzzle consists of 
a 9 × 9–square grid subdi-
vided into nine 3 × 3 boxes. 
Some of the squares contain 
numbers. The object is to fi ll 
in the remaining squares so 
that every row, every column, 
and every 3 × 3 box contains 
each of the numbers from 1 
to 9 exactly once.

Every letter in a cryptogram 
stands for another letter. Use 
the hint to crack the code.
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Sports Baseball
Portland Seadogs
vs Binghamton Mets
6:00 p.m

Wednesday
Must Watch Games

Baseball
Boston Red Sox
vs Baltimore Orioles
7:10 p.m.

Friday

There’s no doubt that college 
sports are expensive, but although 
the majority of the expenses are cov-
ered by the university, student ath-
letes still have to pay out of pocket 
occasionally.

Raquel Heitor, a freshman on the 
women’s lacrosse team, believes that 
lacrosse is the most expensive sport 
for students. “It 
might be second, 
but it’s defi nitely 
around the top,” 
said Heitor. “My 
stick is pretty ex-
pensive.” Heitor 
mentioned that 
she paid $180 for 
her stick, $30 for 
gloves and $25 
for protective 
goggles.

Jeff Urmston, 
a sophomore 
studying athletic 
training and a 
member of the men’s lacrosse team, 
disagrees. “No, hockey is the most 
expensive,” said Urmston. Although 
both men’s lacrosse and ice hockey 
require that students buy their own 
protective gear like arms pads and 
shoulder pads, the gear for ice hock-
ey is more expensive. All helmets 
required for teams are included with 

the uniform and provided by the uni-
versity.

Hockey and lacrosse student ath-
letes often choose to provide their 
own sticks but are required to pur-
chase other equipment. “Goggles, 
gloves, under armor if it gets really 
cold, shoes or cleats—depends on 
what you want,” said Heitor.

Junior criminology major and 
USM wrestler Sean Fagan acknowl-
edges that participating in his sport 

isn’t very expen-
sive for student 
athletes. “I’d 
probably say it’s 
one of the least 
expensive because 
equipment wise 
all you have to 
buy are wrestling 
shoes and head-
gear, whereas oth-
er sports you have 
to buy cleats and 
other equipment,” 
said Fagan. Ac-
cording to Fagan, 
his wrestling 
shoes typically 

last about three seasons costing $70, 
and headgear that lasts even longer 
for $30.

“We’re aware of how diffi cult 
it is for people to afford to go to 
school and we’re trying not to make 
it any harder for them than neces-
sary,” said USM’s Athletic Director 

Al Bean commenting that student 
athletes are given opportunities to 
fundraise for extra expenses like 
warm-up jackets and spring trips to 
Florida that take place outside of the 
sport’s regular season games. “Any 
difference between the cost of the 
trip and the amount raised is split 
evenly among all team members, 
per NCAA rules,” said Bean.

Sports are not only expensive for 
the students athletes but also for 
the university. Baseball is actually 
USM’s most expensive sport with a 
budget around $185,000 each year 
according to Al Bean. Included in 
that cost are coach’s salaries, um-
pires/ offi cials, uniforms, equip-
ment, and transportation. “The 37 
students in that program, however, 
generate $522,000 from tuition and 
board revenues,” said Bean.

On the other end of the sports 
budget spectrum are men’s and 

women’s tennis, cheering, and golf. 
“Golf is our least expensive, costing 
just over $18,000 per year, serving 
10 students and generating about 
$106,000 in tuition and room and 
board revenues,” said Bean.

The largest portion of the Athletic 
Department’s budget of any sport 
goes towards the coaches and other 
staff. “Generally if you look at our 
expenses in the department, like 
most departments, salaries and ben-
efi ts are your number one cost—and 
then for us it would be travel and 
offi cials and supplies,” said Bean. 
Field maintenance is included in the 
facilities management budget.

Al Bean also explained that the 
department contributes a calculated 
amount for the team trips based on 
how much the games would’ve cost 
had they been played at home. “So if 
you take baseball and softball for ex-
ample, if they don’t go somewhere 

they can’t play their full schedule 
so I’d be paying for the cost of um-
pires at home anyway,” said Bean. 
“So we do a calculation and try to 
kick in what’s a reasonable amount 
based on if they had played here, the 
fl ights, all that stuff—baseball raises 
$35,000 a year to go to Florida for 
their trip, and softball is similar.”

Bean noted that different sports 
have different needs and some mate-
rials last longer than others. Regard-
less of price, equipment doesn’t last 
forever. 

“It’s obviously done purposely so 
they can sell you new ones,” said 
Bean, mentioning that practice gear 
usual. “There are very few things 
that you could buy today and know 
four years from now that you could 
buy it again.”

Athletes in Action: Baseball ring ceremony
On the morning of last Satur-

day, the USM baseball team was 
honored with a ring ceremony. 
Players and coaches were pre-
sented with NCAA Champion-
ship rings for the Huskies’ 2013 
season in which they were 46-10 
and played in the Division III 
College World Series. 

The rings were presented by 
Athletic Director Al Bean, Uni-
versity President Theo Kalikow, 
Dean of Students Joy Pufhal, 
Chief Student Affairs Offi cer Su-
san Campbell and Head Baseball 
Coach Ed Flaherty.

After the ceremony, USM host-
ed Western Connecticut in a dou-
bleheader. The Huskies’ scored 
25 runs in the doubleheader, win-
ning both games 13-6 and 12-1 in 
seven innings. 

Senior Forrest Chadwick scored 
fi ve runs and fi ve runs batted in, 
beginning the opening game with 
a double home run. This double 
win brought the Huskies’ record 
to 18-6 for the season. 

The Huskies’ will next host En-
dicott College this Wednesday at 
3:30 p.m.

Justicia Barreiros / Sports Editor

USM students and offi cials 
talk about cost of sports

justicia@usmfreepress.org
 @USMFreePress
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Paying to play

Justicia Barreiros
Sports Editor

“We’re aware 
of how diffi cult 
it is for people 
to afford to go 
to school and 

we’re trying not 
to make it any 

harder for them 
than necessary,”

-Al Bean
Athletic Director
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Huskies defeat UMF 24-4
In what was easily their stron-

gest performance of the season, the 
USM Huskies women’s lacrosse 
team defeated the UMaine Farm-
ington Beavers 24-4. With this win, 
the Huskies improve their record to 
3-5, while the Beavers drop to 2-7.

Offensively, it was a total team 
effort as 11 different players con-
tributed to the 24 points for the 
Huskies. “I was extremely proud 
of how everyone played together 
as a team” said Head Coach Lau-
ren Reid. “I was worried about 
our team playing on outdoor grass 
because we had spent almost all 
of our practices indoors since the 
weather this past month has been 
all rain and snow. But they did a 
great job shaking off the rust and 
easily played their best game of the 
season thus far.”

It was certainly a convincing win 

for the Huskies for not only did the 
team play their best game all year, 
the Huskies achieved a team mile-
stone by scoring 24 points. “It’s 
special when you’re able to play 
at the top of your game and break 
your own team record,” said Coach 
Reid. “When I announced that 
stat to the team during postgame, 
I could tell they felt really proud 
of themselves–as they should be. 
Hopefully this win will help build 
team confi dence for the rest of year 
and put us back on track to a win-
ning season.”

The leading scorers for the Hus-
kies were senior Rosie Forster and 
freshman Sam Campobasso who 
each scored three points and two 
assists. USM seniors Jenna Cyr 
and Shelby Turcotte and sopho-
more Sarah Pelligrinelli also added 
three points each.

Defensively it was a solid but 
unproductive day for the Huskies. 
“We did an outstanding job limit-

ing UMF’s time of possession, 
which is partly why they had such 
few shots on our goal,” said Coach 
Reid. “It’s unusual for us because 
most of the time it’s our defense 
that is doing most of the work, but 
today was the opposite.”  

The Huskies surrendered only 
four points the entire game, but for 
Coach Reid the defense still did 
not play as cleanly as she would’ve 
liked. “We committed too many 
penalties that allowed UMF to 
score those points,” said Coach 
Reid. “If we want to keep winning, 
we need to work on hitting the 
opposing players’ lacrosse sticks 
without hitting their bodies.” 

The women’s lacrosse team 
will next play against Bowdoin on 
USM’s Hannaford Field in Gorham 
at 4:30 p.m. on Thursday April 17.

David Sanok
Free Press Staff

justicia@usmfreepress.org
 @USMFreePress
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Scoreboard
April 15

Softball
Plymouth
at USM
3:30 p.m.

Men’s Tennis
USM
at Salem State
3:30 p.m.

April 16

Men’s Outdoor Track
at Holy Cross Decathlon
12:00 p.m.

Baseball
Endicott
at USM
3:30 p.m.

Men’s Lacrosse
Plymouth
at USM
4:00 p.m.

April 17

Women’s Lacrosse
Bowdoin
at USM
4:30 p.m.

April 18

Baseball
Bowdoin
at USM
4:00 p.m.

April 19

Baseball
Plymouth State
at USM
12:00 p.m.

April 5

Women’s Outdoor Track
USM at Embry-Riddle, FL
51 pts; 6th of 14 teams

Men’s Outdoor Track
USM at Embry-Riddle, FL
10 pts; 14th of 23 teams

Men’s Tennis
USM   9
UMass. Dartmouth          0

April 6

Baseball
USM   5
Wheaton  9

Softball
USM   1
UMass. Dartmouth          8

April 8

Men’s Lacrosse
USM   5
Castleton  8

Men’s Tennis
USM   8
Thomas  1

April 9

Baseball
USM   12
Colby   1

April 10

Softball
USM   5
Husson   3

Men’s Tennis
USM   7
UMass. Boston               2

Upcoming
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Monday, April 14

English Student Association 
(ESA) Weekly Meeting
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Room 319, Glickman Library, Portland

Tuesday, April 15

Sociology Club Weekly Meetings
1:15 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.
Sociology House Conference Room, 
120 Bedford Street, Portland

2014 President’s Student Art Show
4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
7th Floor Law Building, Portland

Southern Maine Navigators Nav Night
7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
10 Bailey Hall, Gorham

Wednesday, April 16

Table Talk with Religious and Spiritual Life
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Woodbury Campus Center Cafeteria, Portland

International Relations Association Meeting
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Room 42, Payson Smith, Portland 

Queer Straight Alliance Weekly Meeting
7:30 p.m. - 8:40 p.m.
Center for Sexualities and Gender Diversity, 
Woodbury Campus Center, Portland

Thursday, April 17

Language Culture & Identity 
Regional Conference
7:45 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Abromson Community Education Center, 
University of Southern Maine, Portland

Student Led Women’s Group
3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
235 Luther Bonney Hall, Portland

Libra Scholar Presentation 
with Matthew Jockers
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Talbot Hall, Portland

Friday, April 18

In the Underworld
7:30 p.m.- 9:30 p.m.
Main Stage, Russell Hall, Gorham

Grease and Grease 2 Movie Marathon
8:00 p.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Talbot Auditorium, Luther 
Bonney Hall, Portland

Talent Show
8:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Brooks Student Center, Gorham

Saturday, April 19

2014 BFA and BA Exhibition
12:00 PM to 4:00 PM
Art Gallery, Gorham

For more events:
www.usm.maine.edu/events

Campus 
Events

Featured Photo:

Involvement Spotlight: 
O’Connor commits to the arts

Senior Caroline O’Connor has been 
one of the key fi gures in the #USMFu-
ture movement, and beyond that, she’s 
an actor at heart. 

“I never wanted to go to school for 
theater,” said O’Connor, who is a dou-
ble major in sociology and women and 
gender studies. “I just don’t understand 
the point when acting is just relating to 
characters. So, I went to school to study 
people, because to be a good actor, I 
think you just need to know people.” 

In the spring production of the op-
eretta In The Underworld, currently 
showing in Gorham in its English-
language world premiere from April 18 
to 27, O’Connor plays the role of Nan-
nette, a French woman who has been 
sent to the Ravensbruck concentration 
camp because of her involvement in 
the French resistance. The character, 
like all others in the play, are based on 
the people that author Germaine Tillion 
encountered during her own time in Ra-
vensbruck during the Holocaust. 

“I’ll never know exactly who my 
character is, but the least I can do is 
portray this woman’s story in the most 
respectful and nuanced way possible,” 
said O’Connor.

The entire production process applied 
everything that she has learned in her 
fi ve years as USM student. “I would not 
be able to portray this character without 
what I’ve learned. It’s been a great op-
portunity to apply what I’ve learned in 
sociology and women and gender stud-
ies to theatrical setting.” 

While she’s an actor at heart, 
O’Connor also has a deep attachment to 
USM and is deeply concerned with its 
future. As a member of  the #USMFu-
ture and Solidarity of UMaine groups, 

O’Connor has taken part in every aspect 
of the demonstrations from the begin-
ning, from building the group’s Face-
book page, to helping draft the funding 
analysis bill with Representative Ben 
Chipman, I-Portland. She also helped 
to organize the April 10 rally and march 
through Portland. 

“My interest in this is protecting the 
university that I love, where I found my-
self, where I was able to do a major and 
a minor and was accepted into a great 
master’s program,” said O’Connor. “I 
came to this kind of rag-tag public uni-
versity where I wasn’t expecting any-
thing from it and ended up fi nding the 
most invaluable experience than I ever 
could have asked for. I’ve met a lot of 
people in USM and Portland that have 
enriched my learning.”

A non-traditional student from a 
work-class family, O’Connor said that 

it’s important to her that USM keep 
the charm that she has grown to love, 
including the luxury of having tenured 
professors. To O’Connor, the notion of 
tenured faculty cuts at a university like 
USM, which caters primarily to non-
traditional students, is an example of 
the mindset that many administrators 
around the country have, that is, that 
non-traditional students don’t deserve 
tenured faculty. 

“The beauty of USM is that that type 
of higher education is available to non-
traditional students,” said O’Connor. 
“I’m not willing to let that go without 
a fi ght.” 

Heather Guaciaro
Free Press Staff

Randy Hazelton / Multimedia Editor

Caroline O’Connor holds her hair in her hands after shaving it off for her perfor-
mance in In the Underworld, a play that takes place in Nazi concentration camps.

news@usmfreepress.org
 @USMFreePress

Sam Hill / Managing Editor
Susan Feiner, a professor of economics and women and gender studies, spoke to students about the need for better 
public higher education funding at Congress Square, after protesters marched through the streets of Portland.


