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Volume IIT, Number 1, January, 1982. This is the
‘beginning of Northera Lambda Nord 8 third year.

.. This issue of OOMMUNIQUE 1s devoted to mail we
received during the last months of 1981. The letters

pretty much speak for themselves.

Happy New Year to everyonel/w
v v L 4 v v v v v \ 4
Dear Sir, ]
Happy New Years and Merry Christmas.

I am writing to you to ask a favor of you because

I'm lonely here in prison.

When I was a kid my parents use to take off all of
my clothes and would whip me with rose bush switches on
my back, buttocks and legs until they would bleed. I
would run away from home alot and would steal food and
clothes to survive,

When I came to prison I was stabbed 4 times by 3
inmates who wanted to make a whore out of me and I
wouldn't let them. I treasure my body.

I come to ask you if you could find it in your heart
to find someone that I could write to by placing an ad
for me in your paper. I have no family, no friends, no
one visits me. Please sir won't you help. Thanks, Here
is a description of me., I was born in New Orleans, LA.

I have hazel eyes, dirty blonde halr and fair complexion.
I am 5'108", 155 1bs, I am 30, Date of birth 11-14-5l.
‘I love weight 11ifting, all kinds of sports, horses,
‘running. I am gay. Will write to anyone who wants to
write we. and hopefully become very close, honest, and
trusting friends. Please write. Thank you sir for your

time and consideration. Hoping to hear from you soon.

Sincerely, David Johnson, #84970, MAG-}, Angola,’
Louisiana 70712

v v v v v" v v v v

Dear Women and Men of NLN,

I'd like to share with you my own experiences in the
gay life. When I discovered that I was gay, I hated
myself., To begin wit, I felt less than an animal that
walks the yard. I craldn't find the answers I needec ‘to
free myself of such large sense of guilt within my: élf.
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I could not accept myself, let alone want other people
around me. I found it was easier to deny what I was and
play pretense with myself and others. Then I found if

I could find acceptance in myself, then other people could
do the same., :

S0 at the age of fourteen I got myself out of the
rut I was 1n and started 1living in a honest 1life within
myself. I realized there was nothing I could do about
myself or others, so I lived the way I felt I was happler.
Oh!, don't get me wrong, I was still ridiculed and made
fun of, but I made my mind up that I wasn't going to let
soclety tell me how to live my life. And with the help
of other gays, I made a 1life for myself and I'm much
happier now. And I'm no longer pretending I'm someone
I'm not.

So you see, we can all go through a bad time, but
with the group and acceptance of ourselves, we can get
what we want.

And always remember, we've been there and we XKnow _
what it's like coming out, and we're there if you need us. s

/8/ dim
v ¥ w v v v @ v v

Dear Frlends,

I am seeking new avenues for life and joy to share
my love with a young lover in freedom as much as possiblel
In these days of so unbalanced spirits and feelings that

create uncertainty and fear! All gay people need to find
strength and refuge in each others lovel - .

I am seriously 1ookfug at your gay community as a
place of joy, freedom and refuge. -To be able to love
my young lover with more complete Joy and happiness!

Please provide me with more information sbout you .
and your newsletter: Please let me hear from you soon!

Yours with Love, Bruce Miller 103431
Lexington, Oklahoma %3051 » #103431,. Box 548,

v v vy v v v v v v v
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Monday, Lzcember 27, ..981, 3:10 P.M. Li:g

Puttering around the apartment doing come work, Just
1listened to "The Way We Were" while 1t played on the radilo.
It brought some tears to my eyes. The Christmas Holldays
were especlally hard for me this year for some reason.

My emotions ran high. These "misty, water-color memories"
just kept popping up. They weren't "too painful to
remember." On the contrary, they were so painful that I
can't forget them. Maybe it's that way for a lot of

gays and lesbians who came out later in 1life, fighting

.to maintain a heterosexual exlistance in the face of
-mounting evidence to the contrary. ‘

On March 29, 1980 I met Dick and Phil who must be given
the bulk of the credit for the founding of Northern Lambda
Nord, its continued existence, and 1ts success, When I
approached them on the street in Van Buren I stlll classified
myself as a bisexual. They. helped me realize (without
coercion) that I was only fooling myself. The memory

of that initial meeting is amusing but its significance

is greater., After that day I began, slowly at first,

to realize that homosexuality need not be painful.
Instead, realization that I am indeed predominantly (if
not exclusively) gay =-- and not straight or bisexual -~
has been a blessing. I am at peace with myself and I

feel like a whole person. Because of friends I have met
through NLN, and those that I have not yet met, I no
longer feel like I'm alone in a hostile world. After

all, we're everywhere.

Yes, March 29, 1980 began a new life for me. Thank you
Dick and Phil and all the others who helped me'find the
real me, Thank you, my friends, who helped me make it
through the Holidays and made me feel the warmth nf
your friendship. Life would mean nothing without you.

/s/ Scott Ohlman

vy v v v v v v v v v

Dear National Organization of Lesbians and Gaymen! (editor's
note: NOLAG has a chapter-in-formation in Maine; their
address 1s POB 1117, Caribou 04736, Write them for more
information, or ask at s@aNLN meeting)

Hello, my name is Emmette Mitchell. I am 2 25
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year old, gay activist prisoner in Folsom frison. I was
raped by 4 men in June of 198l. They were charged for
rape, and put in a lock-up unit, here at Folsom Prison.
The staff here put me 1n another lock-up unit, where I
am in a cell 24 hours a day, 7 days a week: The staff
will not take me out of the lock~up unit because they

‘fear for my safety. I have no one writing to me, and I

have no funds. I must listen to anti-homosexual talk,
like faggot and queer all day long, from other men in
lock=up. I woul

I would 1ke to ask the National Organization of
Lesblans and Gaymen for a little bit of charity. I
would very much like to get a subscription to the
ADVOCATE. If you could help a poor gay activist prisoner
with a subscription to this fine gay publication, it
would truly be appreciated. I am so down right now,
there are days when I have to stop myself from crying!

So, 1f the National Organization of Lesbians and
Gaymen could help a poor gay activist prisoner, this
would really be a blessinge.

Yours truly, Emmette Mitchell, Folsom Prison,
#C=22649, Represa, California 95671

V.Y w, v ¥V v % v %W ¥
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VHALIFAX: A Canadian film currently being made in this
Maritime city features a raild on a gay bar by a gang of

‘thugs =- but the Turret, the city's gay community centre,

turned down the film company's request to shoot the scene
on its premises, .
The Turret executive cited "excessive violence" in

"the film as the reason for the refusal, One of the bar

patrons 1s apparently killed during the rald.
A representative of Surfacing Fllms told the Gay

.Alllance for Equality's Emerald Gibson that "we don't want

to offend anyone in this film. It's not meant to be
anti-gay or pro-gay. It's meant to be anti-fascist."

Entitled S'IGR® and directed by Michael Donovan, the
film is loosely bssed on events (uring the Hallfax p lice
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strike in the summer of 1981l. It will be distributed by
an American company and may not be released in Canada
. for some time, ¥

vTORONTO: Using the Vancouver National Lesblan (Conference
of this past spring as a focus for reorganization and

new inspiration, a three-woman collective has revived the
once dormant LESBIAN/LESBIENNE newsmagazine. The first
issue grew out of discussions at the 1979 Bi-national
Lesbian Conference in Toronto. The second issue, which
-reported on the Vancouver conference, was not produced
until October 1981.

The third issue is in production now and 1s scheduled
for distribution this month. The women have chosen as
thelir first priority regularizing the frequency of their
publication at ten times a year.

Whlle she admits there 1s some fear they mi§ht become .
a Toronto newsletter, a collective member sald, "We're
set up to be a national communications network. Right
‘now, what we really need is information, contacts in other
clties across the country and, of course, money."
Subscriptions are §5 per year from Box 7O, Station F,
‘Toronto, M4Y 2L4., ¥

Y HOUSTON: The first woman mayor of this Texas cilty, the
fIfth largest in the U.S.,. was elected in November with
the strong backing of racial minorities and the Gay
Politlcal Caucuse

Kathryn Whitmire won in a landslide victory over
run-off opponent Sherill Jack Hearde.

During the campaign, Heard had charged that Whitmire
would force the Houston Police Department to hire
lesbians and gaymen. His candidacy was endorsed by the
Ku Klux Klan,.v

VCHAMPAIGN, Illlnoist MEN AND WIFE NEWSLETTER deals with
the circumstances of being married while living and feeling
homosexuality. The publication focuses on the llves of

men who have wilves and children and who also engage in
same-sex encounters,

The newsletter 1s available through con’identlal
mailings at $9 per year 5 issues)., Write: P, Gregory
’ Springer, 208 W, John, ( 1ampaign, Illinois 1820, ¥

3 ' ¥LEWTCOR' 4 Mainet: For t e past two years, ¢ group krown as
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"INVERT, the Institution for Non-Violence Educatlion, Research,
and Training, has been publlishing the MAINE STATEVIDE
NEWSLETTER,.  Under the guldance of Larry Dansinger, the
Newsletter, whose by-word is "A Majority of Minorities",

has been serving the lnterest of a diversity of people in
Mainet women, the elderly, low-income people, those interested
in alternatives (energy, lifestyles, gardening, etcetera),

and lesblans and gaymen. Published monthly, it is a truly
worthwhile lmvestment: subscriptions are only $4 per year
from INVERT, RFD 1, Newport 04953, ¥ : '

VAUGUSTA: A support group for liberal lesbians and gaymen
has formed., Called INTERWEAVE, they provide support for
those struggling with the problilems of sexual orientation.
The group has no specific affiliation but seeks to serve
those with a liberal personal,. political, and/or religious
perspective. The January 16th meeting is at the Portland
Unitarian~Universalist church., For details: INTERWEAVE,

POB 215, Augusta 04330, - v , :
¥ SPORTS v SPORTS v+ SPORTS w SPORTS v S'.PQRTS v SBORTS v

San Francisco will be the site of the
G AY 1982 Gay Olympic @ames. Scheduled for
August 28-September 5, more than 27

, countries will be represented by
OLYMP“ over 4,000 gay male and lesbian
~ athletes; 18 different sports are

listed for competition: (correspon-
ding events for women and men unless
noted) basketball, billiards,bowling,
boxing (men), cycling, golf,
marathon, physique, powerlifting
. {women), rugby %women), soccer,
-softhall, swimming and diving,
‘tennis, track and field, volleyball,
‘Tgeightlifting, and wrestling (men).,
, e Gay Olymplc Committee will sponsor

| SAN FRANCISCO '82 |a simultaneous week of cultural . .
| activities, "The International
' GAY OLYMPIC GAMES Festlval of Gay Artists", a city-wide
SA%ghEOXMW%A_ festlval of singing, music, dance,

c41ia theatre, art and film. For more infor-
« a151861-8282 pation about the Olvmpies or the Arts
{ Pestival, write to *“he address at lest,
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News reports this month were culled from the following
publications: THE BODY POLITIC (Toronto), BOTH SIDES
NOW (Maui, Hawail Gay/Bl/Lesbian Community Organization's
|newsletter), LA REVUE SOOIEGAI (Québec), MAINE STATEWIDE
NEWSLETTER (Newport).

COMMUNIQUE is published by Northern Lambda Nord, Box 990, |
Caribou, Maine 04736 USA. OCOMMUNIQUE solicits articles of
interest to lesbians and gaymen; we serve the rural reglon|
of Northern Maine, Northwestern New Brunswick, and Témis-
couata, Québec.. Subscriptions to COMMUNIQUE are $7 for
ten issues; Northern lLambda Nord membership is $10 per.
year, which includes COMMUNIQUE.,.

Northern lLembda Mord is a member of the Atlantic Lesbian
and Gay Assoclatlon, 4
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