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Maine's First Gay-Lesbian 
Community Services 
Center Opens in Caribou 
by Dick Harrison, Editor 

It's been a long time 
coming, but Northern 
Lambda Nord can report 
with extreme pride that we 
have established the first Gay­
Lesbian Community Services 
Cen ter in either Maine or 
New Brunswick. lt's creation 
cune quickly and rather 
unexpectedly, since it was a 
reaction to the need to find a 

as 10 or 15 people would be 
in his kitchen talking, reading 
some of the latest lesbian and 
gay publications, or helping 
with the monthly "fold & 
stuff' of Communique. The 
Phoneline volunteers would 
answer calls, which have been 
numbering about 200 
annually, using the room 
which had been set aside for 
this purpose. 

When Roger notified 
Lambda that his job, which 
was Loring Air Force Base­
related, would end in 
September when the base 
closed and that he was 
moving to Bangor, it came as 

110 surprise that it would be 

@'I---. difficult to find 
someone to fill his 

shoes as Phoneline 
host. This was in early 

summer, and we put the 
word out for a place to house 
the Phoneline. We weren't 
looking for a weekly drop-in, 
just a space for the phone; it 
cou ld be as small as it had 
been at one time, a 5'x6' 
closet space, with room 
enough for table, telephone, 
chair, and Phoneline 
volunteer. But after six 
weeks, there were still no 
takers. 

It was suggested at our 
.July meeting that NLN look 
[or a Slltall space Lo rent in 
town , perhaps about $ J 00 

per month (if that were at all 
possible), where we could put 
not only the Phoneline but 
the Lambda office ( desk, 
files, copier) as well as the 
nearly 1000-volume lending 
library and accompanying 
magazines, files, and shelving. 
Well, with the glut of vacant 
housing and office space in 
the Caribou area (due to 
Loring's closure) we quickly 
found something we could 
afford. For only $125 per 
month, which includes heat, 
electricity, snow plowing, and 
trash collection, we could 
rent an office on South Main 
Street. It wasn't very large, 
but it was almost twice the 
size of our current library 
space, which was housed in 
two members' home. 

At a special Steering 
Committee meeting in 
Presque Isle we discussed the 
pros and cons of taking this 
step: renting space and 
making the commitment to 
establish a Community 
Services Center. We had 
found a location, but it was 
something for which we had 
not budgeted. Until now, 
Northern Lambda Nord's 
major expenses had been 
limited to the cost of the 
telephone for the Phoneline, 
publishing the monthly 
newsletter and calendar, plus 
postage and supplies. Now we 
were talking about 
undertaking a commitment 
of an addi tional $1500 per 
year. We weren't su re we 

central Aroostook County. 
Most recently it was in 
Caribou and the host, Roger 
Murphy, generously opened 
his home C\'ery week as a 
clrup-in place. Th e Pho11 e li11 e 
is staffed Wednesdays [ro111 7-
!1p1n , E:1s1crn 1i111t· . . -\ s lll :1 ny 
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cou ld li11a11 ce tile rent. :\ 
Co111111unity Ce1 llcr lt ,l( l l>L'l'll 

a long-range goal, one l"or 
which we have been 
fundraising for over three 
years, but have netted less 
than $3500 in that time. But 
perhaps this search fo r a 
Pho neline home was the push 
we needed to take the lirst 
step and begin to estab li sh 
our Center. \A/e reviewed om 
o pti o ns and decided 10 1m1kc 
the rn ove if the fi1w1 cial 
support were there . 

A mailing was se nt to 
NLN members, both past a11d 
present, requesting finan ci.tl 
pledges to give the Pho neli nl' 
a new home and to keep iL 
operating. We received ,111 
overwhelming response J"ro11 1 
18 generous people totaling 
$ l '.1 10 . With tltt· stq>pmt ol 
an additional $!'>00 
emergency grant from the 
Maine Regional Funding 
Board of the Haymarket 
Peoples Fund of New 
England, we made the 
com mitment and signed a 
t.wo-year lease. 

Th e exc i1 c111 en 1 w,ts higl1 
when we 111cL 10 pl :11 1 1l1c 
logistics of the 11101 e. 011r 
Commun ity Servi ces C:emer 
is a brand-new office space 
which still needed a final 
paint job and carpeting. 
Members donated painL a11d 
brushes and enough 
carpeting to cover abouL t\\' U­
thirds o f' the space. \·Ve 
purch,1sccl so1llL' ,1ddi1io11.tl 
C,trpct, c!lld ;1ftn ,I f"c11· l1ou1 ·, 
of" p,ti111ing till· Ol"lin· 11·,1, 
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n.: ;td )· for occupancy. We 
care full y measured the 
furniture and then made 

drawings of the Office to 
make sure we made best use 
of the limited space. Next, we 

spen t three evenings packing 
;d i the Pho ncline equipment 

;u1d file s plus the hundreds of 
books from Bibliotheque 
Lambda, Maine and New 
Brunswick's only gay-lesbian­
bisexual lending library. The 
books were placed into 
numbered boxes to ease the 

job o f maintaining the order 
of the coll ec tion . Then the 
ti me arrived for the move. 
\'o lu n tee rs with pick-up 
trucks made it easy to 
t ra nspo n the Phoneline 

e4uipment and furniture 
l'rn rn Caribou, and the office 
equipment, furniture, and 
supplies plus the library and 
its shelving from New 
Sweden . 

It was all completed with 
no problems or delays . The 
cl ay was bright and sunny and 

tlt e re were enough people 
;u1d vehicles to require only 

t Inn· trips for everything that 
had to be moved. Phone 

se rvice was established at the 
new location, and when the 
next Wednesday Phoneline 
clay arrived , all was ready. 

Northe rn Lambda Nord 
is now able to hold all our 
mo nthl y mee tings, 

S!1111posium planning 
,e.'is io ns, di scussi o n groups, 

;uicl Wed11 esday drop-ins at 
the Co mmunity Se rvices 
Ce nter Office. Generous 

members have donated 
fo ld ing tables and chairs, a 
microwave, a TV, and a VCR. 
The next steps involve setting 
up po li cies for operation of 
the Office. We 're also 
mee ting to make a "wish list" 
u l· things we would like to 
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have. Money has already been 
approved for purchase of a 
bulletin board. Two large 

7'xl8" signs have been posted 
outside declaring this the 
"Northern Lambda Nord, 
Inc / Community Services 
Center Office/Bureau de la 
Centre Communautaire/ 498-
2088." 

We're located at 398 
South Main Street, across the 
street from the Nylander 
Museum and just one block 

from the Caribou Unitarian-

, prn1,;tl bcnclit \ p:11 t·11t.tl 
"across" (the bo rder ) whe n rigltt, lii ll i11 the 011t ;1ri o 
the conference is held in leg islature , wh iclt \\'as 
Aroos took County, one o r 1111 succcssfu l. T l, e issue ol 
our two keynote speake rs has benefi ts, be rea\'erne nt k;t\'l' , 
always been a Canadian - Hal ado p tio n, health CO\'cr;1ge. 
Hinds, activist from etcete ra for pa nncrs of gars 
Fredericto n ( 1986 ); Svend and lcsbi;lll s is re levan t in 
Robinson, openly-gay bo th Canacl ;1 ;ind t lt e U.S. 
Member of Parliament The sea rch is 11 o t limited to 
(1989)i Anne Bishop, Halifax this issue ; th e Planning 
activist (1992). We need Commiuee is looking fo r 
suggestions for 1995! specific sugges tions fo r our 
WANTED: Gay Man, Ca nadian ma le keyno te; 
Canadian, activist, stirring please call us o r write us tor/oy 
presenter,familiarwitlt llw witl1 a11 y na111 es ! (Sy rnposi 11111 

,-~~~~~~~~~~~-'-~~:...:!......~~~~~~~~ 

XX! , !'OB 990, Caribou ~I E 
The Supreme Court of the United States agrees CM ??iG-0990 US.:\, 20 7 / 498-

2088 \\ '('( l11L·sd a)'S, 7-9p 111 i11 
.\'Llilll:. 8- 1 Op111 i11 the 
~l a ritin1 es, 8:'.10- I0:10pm in 
Ne wrc>L1ndland ) 

with us. Homosexuals do not deserve protect ion. 

- Carolyn Cosby, leader of Concerned Maine Families 

We must not let a small group of radical 
Syrnp usi11111 XXl's l'clllalc 

keynot e spoke earlier tlti s 
yea r a t the Maine Lesbian/ 
Cay l'o liti c d Alliance 
Banque t: edito r of The 
Washington Wade, Lisa Keen . 

extremists change the face of the State of Maine . 

- Karen Geraghty, President 

Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance 

Universalist Church. Stop by 
when you're in the 

ne ighborhood! T 

Ma y 1995 Conference 

~posium 

Update 
The Planning Committee 

for the Maine Lesbian and 
Gaymen's Symposium XX.I 
has been meeting every three 

weeks to put together the 
May 26-29, 1995 conference. 

It will be held on the campus 
of the University of Maine at 

Presque Isle. If past Northern 
Lambda Nord-sponsored 
Symposia are any indication 
(1986, 198~ 1992~we 
anticipate 30% Canadian 
participation. Because of the 
significant number of 
Symposium participants from 

current political climate iu Sit e will be returning to tiiL-
Canada, and more sjJecijica llv st: 11 e !'or 0111 · 1995 
Atlantic Canada. The con f'c rcnce . . .\n-;1ngement s 

Planning Cornmillce has ltave al so been inacle for 

been in touch with sollle Sat11rd;1y 11i g- ltt ent e rtai11ns. 

people in Toronto, trying lo followi11g tlte ba11quet i11 Tl1 e 
follow up on the recent Grea t Hall at the new 
r------------------

win a $100 Shopping Spree at the store of your choice and Support the Buildingi 

Fund! Raffle ti:kets ar: $2 each or~ for $1 (~S=CDN). available at all NLN events I 
Gagnez un Faire la Fete de Shopping 1 OOS a la magasin de votre choix. et vous I 

supportez notre projet de constru1re pour un centre communautaire1 
Billets: 1 =2$, 3=5S (CDN=US). d11ponible a tOutes les evenements NLN I 

$10,000 
GOAL 

U.S. funds 
as of 

9/1 1/94 

I 
I 

BUllDINGrU ND: 
The NLN Building Fund is designed to raise money I 
for a community center for th is region. The center I 

would house the phoneline, library, office, meeting I 
space, and party space. Since NLN is a 501(c)3 I 

group, all donations are tax·deductible on federa l I 
U S. income tax; merely ask for a receipt I 

Donations of my amount · in either U.S. or I 
Canadian funds are greatly appreciated T I 

L------------------~ 



Campus Center, the Weiden 
Auditorium will he Ii lied wit Ii 
the sounds of the Maritones, 
16 of the 55 voices of the 
Maine Gay Men's Chorus. 
They will be followed by 
comic Karen Williams, who 
was one of the entertainers 
on stage at the 1993 March 
on Washington . 

Workshops . The 
Planning Committee has 
been brainstorming on 
wo rkshop topics and people 
to lead discussions. HELP! 
We need to find people who 
would like to lead a 
workshop. We also need 
suggestions for workshop 
topics, and if there is anyone 
you know who would be a 
good workshop leader, call or 
write today. T 
Concerned Maine Families 
Petition Drive 

Anti-Gay 
Referendum 
on 1995 
Ballot 

The Auburn-based 
o rganization Co ncerned 
Maine Families has collec ted 
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enough petition signatures to 
place a referendum on the 
November 1995 ballot in 
Maine. If passed, this 
referendum would limit the 
Maine Human Rights Act and 
prohibit any amendments to 
its list of protected 
categories. Concerned Maine 
Families ' leader Carolyn 
Cosby makes no secret of her 
wish to limit the civil liberties 
protections granted lesbians, 
gays, bisexuals, and other 
sexual minorities in this state. 
This measure would also have 
the effect of repealing the 
voter-approved civil rights 
initiative in Portland, and 
perhaps even limit the 
protect ions included in the 
non-discrimination policies of 
the University of Maine 
system. It would also have an 
effect on Maine's hate crimes 
law, removing the category of 
"sexual orientation." 

In an article in a recent 
Community Pride Reporter, a 
Maine monthly published in 
Po rtland , the writer po inted 
o ut that civil rights 
p ro LccLions include all 
people: non-discrimination 

protection based on race is 
not just for African­
Americans but for all races; 
religion is not just for Jews 
but for all religions, even 
atheists. By the same token, 
"sexual orientation" protects 
all people, no matter what 
their orientation. This is 
something with which 
Concerned Maine Families 
does not concern itself: facts. 
They only refer to the 
"special rights" of 
homosexuals. 

Statewide organizing has 
been taking place for several 
months . Immediately 
following the Concerned 
Maine Families' presentation 
of petitions to the Secretary 
of State, a statewide coalition 
calling itself "Maine Won't 
Discriminate" held press 
conferences in Portland and 
Bangor. Local business, 
religious, and civic leaders 
spoke in opposition to this 
referendum. All four of 
Maine's gubernatorial 
candidates - Democrat Joe 
Brennan, Republican Susan 
Collins, Green Pany 
candidate Jonathan Carter, 

and indepe ndenl Angus King 
- oppose this rl'fn!'nd1 1111. 
Both candidaLes who arl' 
seeking Lo fill SenaLOr George 
Mitchell 's sea t, Republican 
Olympia Snowe and 
Democrat Tom Andrews, arc 
against the measure. Evrn the 
Bangor Daily News, which al 
one time referred to th e 
Maine Lesbian and Caymen 's 
Symposium as a 
"Ho mosexual Hoedown ·· . 
criticizing the eve nt a t th t: 
University of Maine a t 
Orono, has editorialized 
against Cosby and her 
supporters . Cosby's response 
to all this opposition has 
been to state tha t these 
politicians are "out o f touch" 
with the people of Maine. 

A slatewidc 1llcc ti11 g ll'il l 
be held Sunday, ScpLernhcr 
18 in Bangor. Members o l 
the gay-lesbian-bi sexual 
communities from th e 
Portland, Augusta, Lewisto n, 
Ellsworth, and Bangor areas 
will be in attendance. Two 
Northern Lambda No rd 
members will represent 
Aroostook County. Thl' 
purpose or 1liis 111 ee 1i11g is 10 
put together a s!ructure !'o r ;1 



statewi de effort to counter 
the Concerned Maine 
Families' drive to limit our 
cil'il liberties, A follow-up 
report will appear in the next 
issue of Communique, T 
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What's Going On ? 

Calendar! 
Unless otherwise noted, all 
activities are held at the NLN 
Community Services Center 
Office, 398 South Main 
Stree t, Caribou; call the Gay­
Lesbian Phoneline of Maine 

for details, 207/ 498-2088, 
Wednesdays 7-9pm (Maine 
time)/ 8-lOpm (N-B time), 
• Wed, Sept 21 - Meeting to 
set policies for NLN's new 
Community Services Center 
• Sa~ Sept 24 - Poker Night in 
Fort Fairfield 

Thurs, Sept 29 -Symposium 

Testing for HIV in Maine is both confidential and 
anonymous - they DO NOT need to know your name, 

address, phone. Testing in New Brunswick is confidential 
but NOT anonymous! Call "Health 1st" in northern Maine 

for more information and an appointment 
All Area Code 207 

Fort Kent 834-3513 • Caribou 498-3798 
• Presque Isle 768-3056 • Houlton 532-0503 

Testing includes both pre- and post-discussion. 
There is a minimal fee to cover lab costs. T 

Gay/Lesbian 

G3.{'t'f,l!1)J-.,,;lf ""ilflJ?.f/E:." 

XXI Planning Meeting #7 
• Sat, Oct 1, 8pm-l 230a111 
(Maine)/9pm-l:30am (N-B) -
Annual NLN Membership 
Drive Party and Dance 
Caribou Country Club, $5 
cover ($US=$CDN) 
• Fri-Mon, Oct 7-10 - Atlantic 
Gay & Lesbian Conference 

COMMUNIQUE publ ie dix fois par annee par 
NORTHERN LAMBDA NORD, une organisation 
pour la communaute gaie-lesbienne-bisexuelle 
au nord-ouest du Nouveau Brunswick et au 
nord du Maine (les comtes Madawaska, 
Victoria-Carleton-Aroostook). ABONNEMENTS 
- 10$ par annee. COT/SAT/ON NlN - 15$ par 
annee, d

1
an1 lequel inclus la 1ub1rnpt1on. Les 

fond E-U et canadiennes sont acceptes au par 
Ceux qui ont de la difficulte financ1erement. 
des pa iements a terme peux etre organisee. 
NLN est une organisation a but non-lucratif; 
toutes donations sont taxe deductible aux E­
U seulement. Les tarifs de publicite dans le 
COMMUNIQUE sont disponable. Vos 
commentaires et contr ibut ions sont les 
bienven11e. 

i11 l Ldihx 
• Sn11, Oct / 6 - NLN Monthly 
Meeting 
· Mon, Oct I 'i- Symposium 
XXI Planning Meeting #8 
• Sat, Oct 29, 8/Jm (Ma i11e)/ 
9jmi ( N-B) - Halloween 
Costume Party in Van Buren ; 
pri zes fo r bes t cos tumes 
· Su11, Nov 13 - NLN Monthly 
Meeting 
· Sun, Dec 11 - NLN Monthly 
Meeting 
• Sat, Dec 17 - Christmas 
Party with gift exchange 

COMMUNIQUE is published ten times yea rly 
by NORTHERN LAMBDA NORD . an 
organization serving the gay-lesbian,bisexual 
community of northern Ma ine and 
northwestern New Brunswick (Aroostook· 
Madawaska -Victo ria-Ca rleton cou nt ies) 
SUBSCRIPTIO NS $1 0 per year NlN 
MEMBERSHIP· $15 per year. which includes 
a 1ub1rnpt1on. U S. and Canadian lunds are 
accep ted at par low-income people may 
make arrangements to pay 1n installments 
NLN is a non -prof it organizat ion; all 
donations are U.S. tax-deduct ible. 
Advertising rates in COMMUNIQUE are 
available upon request. Your commen ts 
and contributions are welcome. 
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