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brother, six-year-old Ryan.

Panelists at GLAD's Adoption
Forum included (from R to L):
Atrorney Judy Berry (adoption
practitioner), Ann Kirby
(adoptive mother and plainiiff
in historic lawsuit), Mary
Bonauto (GLAD'’s Civil Rights
Project Director) and standing
is Betsy Smith (EqualitvMaine
Executive Director). The panel
provided comprehensive infor-
mation on the new adoption
law and how it is being imple-
mented in the various counties
in Maine.

Adoption Now Legal for Same-Sex Couples

hanks to the unanimous ruling by Maine’s Supreme Court (called the Law Court) on
2007, same-sex couples may now jointly adopt children. The case
involved Ann Courtney and Marilyn Kirby, who won the right to form a permanent,
legal parental relationship with their foster children, 10-year-old Michelle and her

Ann and Marilyn’s story began six years ago when DHHS placed 4-year-old Mi-
chelle and 4-month-old Ryan in their care after determining that the children’s biologi-
cal parents could not care for them. Both children were diagnosed with multiple disor-
ders related to their earliest years. Ann and Marilyn, a committed couple with foster par-
ent and adoption experience, devoted much of their time to addressing the children’s
emotional, learning, and developmental problems.

In 2006, Ann and Marilyn petitioned the Probate Court in Cumberland County to
jointly adopt Michelle and Ryan because they wanted to ensure the children had the
soctal and legal protections of having two legal parents rather than one.

The Probate Judge denied their petition, stating that the law permitted only a mar-
ried couple or an unmarried person to adopt. After the Probate Judge denied their peti-
tion, they appealed to the Law Court, claiming that it 1s in the children’s best interest to
have two legal parents dedicated to and responsible for their welfare.

On August 30, 2007, the Law Court issued its unanimous ruling that Ann and
Marilyn could jointly establish a legal parental relationship with their children.
adoption assures that in the event of either adoptive parent’s death, the children’s con-
tinued relationship with the surviving parent is fixed and certain,’
Levy in the 20-page decision. “Most importantly, a joint adoption affords the adopted
children the love, nurturing and support of not one, but two parents.”

Michelle and Ryan were formally adopted by Ann and Marilyn on October 17t

Over 60 people attended a forum on adoption to hear Ann and Marilyn’s story and
to learn how to access the new law themselves. Mary Bonauto from Gay & Lesbian Ad-
vocates & Defenders (GLAD), the organization that represented Ann and Marilyn, and
Judy Berry, a well-known and highly regarded adoption practitioner n Maine, talked

“A joint

>

wrote Justice Jon

(continued on page 5)
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EQME to Ramp Up Communications

For several years, EqualityMaine has recognized a need to develop and implement
a comprehensive communications plan. A communications plan would help us
meet some of the goals of our strategic plan:

e increase EqualityMaine’s visibility statewide;

e sympathetically frame LGBT issues in the media;

e increase the visibility of, and educate the public on, LGBT individuals
and families;

e Dbetter involve LGBT community & supporters in political activism;

e upgrade website and increase unique website visits.

Thanks to an anonymous donor who recently pledged $10,000 as a challenge
grant, we are well on our way to funding a part-time communications coordinator
position for 2008. We fully expect this position to be full-time in 2009 as we head
into a new legislative session.

We are grateful to Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD), who
recently provided $3,500 for a communications intern and is providing staff time for
communications training and development. Additional support is coming from Free-
dom to Marry.

We hired Andrew Jones (in
photo at right) as our communica-
tions intern and are thrilled to have
him working with us. Many of you
know Andrew from his leadership
work with Outright and Proud Rain-
bow Youth of Southern Maine
(PRYSM). Andrew 1s assessing
and upgrading our website and
representing EqualityMaine in
various statewide committees and B
conferences.

For more information or to apply for the communications coordinator position,

visit our website at www.equalitymaine.org.

Jamie Gibson (L) and Tim Diehl
(center) were elected in September
to the EqualitvMaine Board of Di-
rectors. In addition to Margaret
O’Connell, who was also elected in
September, Tim sits on the Equality-
Maine Board while Jamie sits on the
EqualityMaine Foundation Board.
With Jamie and Tim is Board Presi-
dent Matthew Dubois.




ENDA Passes with No Transgender Protections

The federal Employment Non-Discrimination Act
(ENDA) was a sensitive topic in October and Novem-
ber. Just days before heading to the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives for debate, ENDA was stripped of gender iden-
tity protections. Why those protections were stripped from
ENDA stll remains unclear. Some say there weren’t
enough votes to pass the bill with gender inclusive lan-
guage, while others say there were. Some say had they gone
forward with a fully-inclusive bill, conservatives might have
used a well-known tactic to force a stand-alone vote on
transgender protections, potentially setting it up for failure.

Whatever the reason, stripping gender identity protec-
tions from ENDA generated a national grassroots protest
by LGBT and allied organizations. EqualityMaine joined
350 organizations, representing well over 2 million people,
who contacted Congress members in an amazing grassroots
effort to keep gender identity protections in the bill.

Studies and surveys consistently show that between
one-third and one-half of all LGBT respondents have suf-
fered employment-related discrimination. Transgender peo-
ple, in particular, desperately need the protections ENDA
would provide.

Maine was in a similar situation in the spring of 2005
when legislative leaders wanted to strip gender identity and
expression from Maine’s non-discrimination bill. While we
understood that some legislators had jitters about the new
language, it was simply not acceptable to abandon part of
the community. We took the time to educate and succeeded
in keeping it in.

Continuous pressure was put on Congress for a period
of five weeks to go back to the original bill that protected
everyone in the LGBT community. But after 15,000 emails
and a nearly equal number of phone calls asking for an in-
clusive ENDA, or no ENDA at all, congressional Democ-
rats went forward with a non-inclusive bill.

It 1s important to keep in mind that ENDA has no
chance of becoming law this time around because we have a
president who will not sign it. So the issue was not whether

Father Tom, ULC Ordained

WEDDINGS, CIVIL UNION CEREMONIES,
CUSTOMIZED RELATIONSHIP BLESSINGS

RELAX, UNWIND & ENJOY LIFE!

207-642-3828

or not we could pass ENDA, but rather which strategy
would provide the best chance for passing an inclusive
ENDA 1n the future—when we have a president who will
sign it.

We believed a “no” vote would provide the best strat-
egy, because by standing on principle, we can come back in
the next Congress and ensure that only an inclusive bill
goes forward.

That’s why we asked Congressman Tom Allen (District
#1) and Congressman Mike Michaud (District #2), who
have exemplary pro-LGBT voting records, to vote “no” on
HR 3685, the version of ENDA that specifically excluded
transgender people. '

Contrary to the principles we used in passing inclusive
non-discrimination legislation in Maine, the Human Rights
Campaign asked Congressmen Allen and Michaud to vote
yes on HR 3685. They stated in an email that if we lost the
vote, it would set the movement back years. What they
didn’t say was that leadership would not bring this bill up
for a vote if they didn’t have the votes to pass it. And they
always know their vote count.

On Wednesday, November 7, a non-inclusive ENDA
came to the House floor and passed by a vote of 235-184.
While in many ways historic—it’s the first time Congress
passed non-discrimination legislation based on sexual orien-
tation, and that’s a wonderful thing—it was a marginal vic-
tory. Eliminating gender identity from ENDA ignores the
reality that gender identity and expression are at the root of
much anti-gay discrimination.

For a bill that has no chance of becoming law, this was
our opportunity to refuse to cave in to the tired old politics
of divide and conquer, whether by those who oppose us or
by those who use our community for political gain in an
election year. The moral yardstick of any civil rights move-
ment is how the movement treats its most vulner-
able members.

We are very proud to have in Congress a representative
from Maine who took what may be his most difficult vet

(continued on page 13)
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EqualityMaine Delivers Public Education on Marriage

In our last newsletter issue, we highlighted some of the
components of EqualityMaine’s 3-year public education
campaign on marriage. For although we cannot predict how
the freedom to marry will eventually be won in Maine—
litigation, legislation, or referendum—we know that regard-
less of the strategy, a strong and effective public education
campaign is required.

Educating legislators, voters and the general public is
the foundation of EqualityMaine’s public education cam-
paign. To that end, we are conducting in-district meetings
with legislators, speaking with community groups about
marriage, canvassing voters and collecting constituent
postcards and, in collaboration with Gay & Lesbian Advo-
cates & Defenders (GLAD), responding publicly to articles,
editorials, or letters-to-the-editor on marriage through our
media response team.

Talking with Legislators

In the last six months, EqualityMaine has organized in-
district meetings and one-on-one conversations about the
freedom to marry with legislators throughout the state. Dur-
ing in-district meetings, teams of five to seven people have
done remarkable work educating their legislators. These
teams have been as diverse as the people who support the
freedom to marry—LGBT couples, straight allies, business
owners, clergy, elected officials, teachers, and college stu-
dents. The conversations have been profound, with each
participant sharing his/her own personal story and reasons
why marriage matters and why LGBT couples should not be
denied the protections that marriage provides.

One-on-one meetings follow the same format and have
been as successful as in-district meetings. Colleagues,
friends, and family members of legislators have met with
legislators to share their stories and determine where each
legislator stands on winning the freedom to marry in Maine.

As a result, we’ve been able to identify the positions of
more than 20 legislators on the freedom to marry, with a

goal of reaching 10 more by the end of 2007. By mid-June
of 2008, we hope to add another 40.

Out and About in the LGBT and Allied Communities
When EqualityMaine collaborated with the Maine Civil
Liberties Union & GLAD to produce our DVD titled Mar-
riage in Maine: The Way Life Should Be, we knew the DVD
would become our primary public education tool. We have
taken this DVD “on the road” and presented it wherever
there was a TV, DVD player, and group of people willing to
watch it. We’ve shown the DVD at more than 30 events—
community gatherings, social justice fairs, campus class-
rooms from Biddeford to Orono, college LGBT organiza-
tional meetings, church conferences, public TV, and house
parties, to name a few. Sara Jane Eliot and Rita Clifford, a
retired couple featured in the DVD, have accompanied us
many times at these presentations to add their unique and
personal perspectives. Jim Bishop and Steve Ryan, another

(continued on page 14)
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Ali Cashin (R), GLAD's Writer/Researcher, talks with Equality-
Maine’s Public Policy Director Darlene Huniress about our
organizations’ collaborative public education work on marriage.

Pro-Equality Candidates Victorious in Special Elections

In early September we were shocked by the sudden death
of state representative Deane Jones (D-Mt. Vernon). Just
elected in June to represent District 83—in a special elec-
tion due to the sudden death of state representative Abby
Holman—TJones was a supporter of marriage equality.
Through phone banks and door-to-door canvassing, Equal-
ityMaine turned out many voters to help him get elected,
and we regret that we never had the opportunity to work
with him in the Legislature.

In the weeks following his death, the Democratic and
Republican Parties once again chose their nominees for a

special election to fill the seat of House District 83. The
Democrats nominated Jones’s widow, Pat, to finish out his
term. Because of the values Pat shared with Deane, as well
as her years of experience as a strong advocate on health
1ssues, we enthusiastically endorsed her candidacy for State
Representative.

EqualityMaine was proud to support two other candi-
dates in special elections for State Representative this fall.
In District 72 in Lewiston, we endorsed Mike Carey, an af-
fordable housing developer who demonstrated a strong
commitment to equality for LGBT people in his responses

(continued on page 12)




Adoption Now Legal for Same-Sex Couples

(continued from page 1)

about the processes and procedures that are playing out as
the new law is slowly implemented.

One of the challenges they face is working with the
Probate Courts and the attorneys who practice regularly in
those courts regarding consistent and fair processes and
procedures. As it currently appears, some Probate Courts
are requiring different documentation than others, such as
home studies, being registered as domestic partners, and
other 1ssues. Over time these issues will be worked out, so
that every same-sex couple will be treated fairly when they
petition to adopt children in the county where they live.

Over 60 people attended the Adoption Forum in Portland on October
25. Speaking to the group is Mary Bonauto, lead attorney in the suc-
cessful lawsuit that won the right for same-sex couples in Maine to
adopt children jointly. Attorneys Pat Peard and Judy Berry also de-
serve credit for this historic ruling.

Who is affected by the ruling?

This case affects Maine children who need permanent
homes and the families who want to adopt them. Specifi-
cally:

¢ Children in DHHS custody who are cared for by
qualified foster parents who seek to adopt jointly may now
do so.

¢ Children who are born to an unmarried couple may
now be adopted by both of their parents as long as no third
legal parent exists.

¢ Children adopted by one parent from a private agency
may now be adopted together by both of their parents.

SUSAN FARNSWORTH
ATTORNEY AT LAW

G/L/BI/T-friendly General Practice of Law
103 Brunswick Ave., Suite. #1 (Rte. 201)
Gardiner, ME 04345

Tel (207) 582-3330 Cell (207) 626-3312
Fax (207) 582-3332 www.susanfarnsworth.com

What is the effect of a joint adoption?

An adoption creates a legal tie between a child and his
or her parents, reinforcing both emotional security and legal
rights:

* Adoption ensures that both parents are legally obli-
gated to support the children in their minority and some-
times beyond.

* In the event of either parent’s death or disability while
the child is a minor, the child may receive substantial Social
Security and other benefits based on the deceased or dis-
abled parent’s work record, and may also be the beneficiary
of worker’s compensation benefits, of a wrongful death ac-
tion, and of intestate succession.

* Adoption means that either parent can provide work-
place benefits to the child, including medical, dental and life
insurance.

* Adoption means both parents are authorized to make
medical and school-related decisions.

* Adoption also ensures that each child may continue
his or her relationship with both parents in the event the
parents separate.

To learn more about Maine’s new adoption law or to
find a referral for an adoption lawyer, contact GLAD at

017-426-1350 or at http://me.glad.org/. ¢
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Annual Report
Fiscal Year October 1, 2006-September 30, 2007

On the following five pages i1s EqualityMaine’s annual

report for fiscal year October 1, 2006-September 30,

2007. The report is divided into four areas—Program, Do-
nors, Development, and Finances.

Program:

Thanks to a $15,000 grant from HRC in fall 2006, we
hired three field organizers and campaigned in eight
legislative districts where pro-equality incumbents
were vulnerable or where we had an opportunity to
elect a new pro-equality candidate. We distributed lit-
erature to 3,249 voters, made 3,465 phone calls, and
won 7 of those 8 races. While we increased voter turn-
out in each targeted district, we were credited with mak-
ing the difference in Sen. Lynn Bromley’s victory over
conservative Rep. Kevin Glynn.

Through a grant from Maine Initiatives’ Chrysalis
Youth Fund, we added a fourth field organizer who
focused solely on college campus volunteer recruit-
ment efforts.

In November and December 2006, Board President
Matthew Dubois hosted three “President’s Circles”
across the state. President’s Circles are townhall-like
events where EqualityMaine members talk directly with
the President of EqualityMaine about LGBT issues of
concern to them. We invited all attendees to then serve
on a host committee of a local community event that
EqualityMaine organized soon thereafter, as a fund-
raiser for our legislative work. The three community
events were held in Ogunquit, Augusta, and Bangor in
January and February 2007.

In December 2006 we launched our first ever DVD—
an awesome educational tool produced in collaboration
with Maine Civil Liberties Union, Gay & Lesbian Ad-
vocates & Defenders (GLAD), and filmmaker Molly
O’Neil. It features three Maine gay and lesbian couples,
who tell their story of why marriage matters to them.
We have distributed over 400 copies of the DVD and
have had over 35 formal showings and discussions. It’s
on YouTube at http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=jCz]n3PRhfk.

Thanks to our profound partnership with GLAD, we
were able to hire in January 2007 a top notch lobbyist
from Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer and Nelson for the 2-year
legislative session 2007-2008. Kate Knox did an out-
standing job as EqualityMaine’s lobbyist in 2007 and is
currently laying the groundwork for more LGBT pro-
gress in 2009.

In March 2007 we hired a2 new field organizer, Mat-
thew Moonen, to carry out our important legislative
and electoral field efforts.

We had a successful legislative session (Jan—June 2007):

0 We passed our primary piece of legislation: LD 375,
an amendment to Family Medical Leave. Equali-
tyMaine led a coalition of organizations that drafted
the bill, organized a riveting public hearing for the
Labor Committee, made over 865 phones calls to
our members, generating 184 constituent calls to
state legislators, and worked with legislative leaders -
until it was finally signed into law.

0  We provided recommendations in drafting, and
then testified at the public hearing, of legislation
that amends Maine’s absentee ballot laws to allow
domestic partners to request and drop off absentee
ballots.

¢ We opposed legislation that would have made it a
crime to use a public bathroom that was desig-
nated for use by a gender different than the gender
a person was assigned at birth. The bill died in
committee. At the public hearing, Jean Vermette
from Bangor and Kael Parker from Portland pro-
vided the committee with outstanding trans 101
education.

0 We provided recommendations in the drafting of
legislation that allows LGBT business owners to
waive workers’ compensation coverage for their
domestic partners.

0 Against our principles, we worked to defeat a bill
that would have allowed a change in gender desig-
nation on a driver’s license. We fully support
people changing their gender designation on a
driver’s license, but this bill was not the right ap-
proach. The Department of Motor Vehicles cur-
rently allows people who are post-op to change
their gender designation and although not all trans
people will have surgery, when we go through the
legislature for more substantive changes to the law,
we will support a bill that addresses more areas and
is less cumbersome.

0 In a controversial bill that passed, EqualityMaine
testified neither for nor against a recommendation
from the Federal CDC calling for routine HIV
testing in health care settings. We proposed com-
promise language that we believe would have al-
lowed for routine HIV testing while maintaining
important patient protections.

(continued on page 7)




Annual Report

(continued from page 6)

0 We testified neither for nor against a bill to remove
clergy as signatories on marriage licenses. Our
testimony shed light on the intersection of civil
marriage and religious marriage and the importance
of religious blessings of the relationships of many
same-sex couples.

In June 2007, we awarded three $1,000 Joel Abrom-
som Scholarships to high school seniors in Maine—
Abby McCann, Winslow High School; Hazel Stark,
Hampden Academy; Juliet Carrington, Cape Elizabeth
High School. Over the next year, we are upgrading our
scholarship program to include a summer internship at
EqualityMaine, where we’ll pay students a stipend of
$2,000 for two months of work and send them off to
school with an additional $2,000 scholarship award.

On August 30, 2007, Maine’s Law Court ruled unani-
mously that same-sex couples may now jointly
adopt children in Maine. This 1s a huge victory for
LGBT families in Maine, where many parents have
been legal strangers to their children—harming the chil-
dren by denying them important protections. We thank
GLAD and Pat Peard for this historic victory. We'll be
helping GLAD host several educational forums on
adoption around the state 1n 07 and 08.

What follows is a progress report on our 3-year public
education campaign on marriage. This campaign
began in 2006 and objectives must be met by the end of
2008 1n order to have laid the groundwork necessary
for successful political action on marriage in 2009.

0 Train 250 LGBT leaders and allies on marriage
messages and counter arguments—100 have
been trained thus far.

0 Organize 65 speaking engagements to schools,
soctal service clubs, churches, businesses and
other strategic groups—35 down, 30 to go!

0 Marriage DVDs distributed to 900 activists and
policy makers—400 distributed 1n 2007, 500 to
be distributed in 2008.

0 Collect and distribute 15,000 postcards in sup-
port of marriage to key legislators and the gover-
nor—we’ll have over 8,000 by the end of 2007.

0 Otrganize in-district constituent meetings on mar-
riage with 78 key legislators—these are time con-
suming efforts, by end of 2007 we’ll have had 25
constituent meetings/conversations.

0 Grow our newly formed Religious Coalition for
the Freedom to Marry to include 100 clergy by

(Continued on page 10)
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Annual Report -- Donors

Fiscal Year October 1, 2006-September 30, 2007

Donations of $1000+
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Linda Abromson

Frederick Bohen

Kathy & Bob Crispin

Sarah Demarest

Beth Dobson & Paul Driscoll

Paul Drolet

Matthew Dubois & David Harrington
Robert Echols

Willilam Harwood

Willis & Susan Higgins

James Kilbreth

Norma Kraus-Eule

Jean Lavigne & Patricia Hofmaster
Shawn LaGrega

Dottie Melanson

Barbara Porter

Sharon Rosen & Johun Newton
Deborah Rutter & Kathleen Dimrock
Moira Shanahan

Susan Tremblay

Donations of $250-499
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Margaret Ann Olson
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Donations of $1-249

Karen Abbott
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Kann Anderson
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Joan Arnold
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Mark Baker
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Elizabeth & Leo Barrington
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Elizabeth Beane
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Julie Bedard

Colleen Bedard

Elizabeth Beecher

David Belville

Diane Bennekamper & Lorraine Martin
Gretchen Berg & Gwyneth Jones
Marcia Berman

Brenda Bettison

Wiley Beveridge

Dounald Bickford

Robin Bickford

Johsn & Judith Bielecki

Nancy Birkhimer

Merrill Bittner & Nancy Noppa
Suzanne Blackburn

Judith Blake & Carol Butt

Garry Blancherte

Dan Blancehtte & Phil Drake
Larry Bliss

Susan Bock.

Arifa Boehler

Brianna Boggs

Annie Boissevain

Clara Bolduc

Harold Booth

Jeanie Bourke & Marcia Grant
Joel Bowie

Perer & Suzanne Bowman
Melissa Boyd & Andrea Warren
Leslie Brancato

Elena Brandt

Joseph & Claire Brannigan
Carolyn Bliss Branson

Ronald Lee Breazeale

Mary Breen

Michael Brennan & Joan Martay
Carol Brewer & Rachelle Morrison
Carol Briggs

Kiriston Briggs

George Brissette

Donna Broderick & Eleanor Daniels
Michelle & Maria Brodsky
Louise Brooke & Deb Bopsie
Frank Brooks & Marvin Ellison
Paul Brooks

Elise Brown

Deborah Bruce

Suzaane Brunner

Meredith Bruskin & Donna Short
Brenda Buchanan & Diane Kenty
Laura Buffi & Kerri Carbone
Jane Burke

Ron & Tess Burke

Mark Burns

Franklin & Susan Burroughs
Sandy Butler

Davwid Cadigan

Lindsey & Andrew Cadot

Emily Cain

Nancy Caldwell

Sean Campbell

Joe Canane

Wesley Cannell

Carol Capomaccio

Joan Carrier

Jerry Casey

Alison Cashin

Judy Chamberain & Karen Marlin
Peter Chandler & Michael Hancock
Wendy Chapkis & Gabriel Demaine
Susan Chase & Patricia Smith
Donald Chase

Anne Clark

Forest Clark

Paul Clifford

Rita Clifford & Sara Jane Elliot
Julie Cockley & Wendy Menard
Puscilla Coffin

Marcia Cohen & David Wagner
Jan Collins

Susan Comyns

Peter Cook

Kelly Cookson & Tracy Goodridge
Tezry Lee Cookson & Marion Blaszies
Catherine Cooper & Henry Horn
Dennis Corliss

Carol Corso

Joha Joseph Costello ITT

John Costin & Rachel Phipps
Richard Couch

Barbara Cox

Chastian Crawford

Dean Crocker

Daphae Crocker

Jeanine Crockett & CR. Peck
George Crockett

Doug Cruger

Glenn Cummings

Alicia Curus & Kathy Pratt

Phil & Catharine Curtis

Peter Daigle

Richard & Priscilla Daly

Kendra Danse

Joanne D’Arcangelo

Tamiko Davies & Terry Guerette
Bentley Davis

Ronald & Shirley Davis

Talya Davis-Johnson

Rosemarie DeAngelis

Robert & Jolanda DeLevie
Jenniter Derice

Mary Ellen Deschenes & David Talbott
Lisa DiFranza

Carol Dionne & Mary Lou Vitali
Marylee Dodge

Ann Donaghy & Nancy Gunzelmann
Mary Dougherty

Michelle Dubois & Renee Seinfeld
Jenniter Duddy

Maxine Dufty

Carl Duplissis

Nancy & Philip Durgin

Joel Eastman

Lyna & Stephanie Eckersley-Ray
Janet & Michael Efron

Patricia Ellen

Jessica Eller & Chris Fitze

Karen Emerson & Patricia Wetmore
David Emery

Guy Emery

Patricia Ender

Peter Engpass

Elaine Epstein

James Estes & David Cannons
Suzanne Estler

Alicia F:

Cathryn Falwell & Peter Mirkin
David & Sracy Farrington

Irving Faunce & Jan Collins
Willow Femmechild

James Fielder

Sherry Fine

Monica Fischbach

Mark Fitzgerald

Maggie Foley

Carrie Fontamne & Krista Watson
Laura Fortman

Sara Foster

Mary Frazee

Ellen Freed

Stanley & Madeleine Freeman
Joan & Lowell Freiman

Paulette French

Michael Friendly

Nancy Fritz & Jane Gilbert
Kathy Gagne

Jude Gagner

Ralph Gagnon

Valerie Gallin

Gregor Gamble

Donna Gana

Joan Geisler

Lee Cutler Giles

Kevin Gilgan

Clifford Ginn

Jenna & Darlene Ginsberg

Leslie Goode

Brenda Goodwin

Robert Gordon & Juan Patino
Laura Gottfried & Melinda Plastas
Mary Jayne Gould

Lawi Graham

Carol Gray

Bob Greene

Jennifer Gregg

H. William Gregory

Michael & Margaret Griffin

Eliza Griscom

Joan Grossman

Tracy Hall

T.I. Hanger

Patricia Hanrahan

Philip Hansen

Joseph Haanslip

Thom Hawmett & Lisa Copenhaver,
Bill Harnsherger

Laura Harper & Lauren Mier

Steve Harris

Lynn Harrison

Edward Hasett & David Cates
Kathleen Hawkins

Scott Hawkins & Ross Harpestad
Jean Hay Brght

Jodi Hayasluda

Carol Hayden & Richard Hall
Jennifer & Malcolm Hayden
Cathy Haves & Kate Stern
Karen Heck & Bruce Olson
Kathy & Jim Helming

Joha Henderson

L.A. Heary

Robert & Mary Hidlebrandt
Jon Hinck

George Hixon & Diane Oberbeck
Barry Hobbins

Robert & Liza Hobbs

Jennifer Hodson.

Morgan Hoover

John Howard

Thomas Hudson

Stephen Hughes

Lynn Huater & David Nordstrom
Georgianna & Fred Huntress
Darlene Huntress

Craig Hutchinson

Christopher Tke

Nicole Irvin & Nancy Jedrey
Roger Irving

Jamien Jacobs & Gregg Raymond
Ole & Sandra Jaeger

Tom Janenda

Elizabeth Janeway

Dina Jellison & John Wall
Meredith Johnson

Myke Johnson & Margy Dowzer
Sandra Jones

Andrew Jones & Scott Hanson
Jean Jordan

Eugene Kapaloski

Echo Kaply

Nancy Karp

Bob & Ellic Kates

Ronni Katz

Allison Keef

David Keith & Stephen Simpson
Edward & Nancy Kelleher
Robert Kellerman

Alicia Kellogg

Suzanne & Robert Kelly
Frederick & Natalie Kemper
Kathy Kigin & Lenora Trussell
Mitchell Kihn & Barbara Brusila
Craig King

Ronald King

Aunne Kinney

Rita Kissen & Norm Rasulis*
Jeanne & Paul Klaner
Deborah Koapp

Margie Knight

Jess & Kate Knox

Diane Kopec

Perry Krasow

Patu Kristiansen

Ken Kunin

Roberta Kuriloff

Mary Lake

Lynn Lamstein

Britt-Marie Larsson & Marilyn Zarkos
Robert & Jacqueline Laskoff
Pamela Lawrason

Gloria Leach

Sarah LeClaire

Cory Legassie

Rosalind Lewis

Phyllis Libby

Catherine Link

David & Penny Little

Sandy Lovell

Carole Luce

M. K. Lynch

Brian MacFarland & Ian Brockus
Kevio Mahaney

Cristina Malcolmson

Margo Mallar

Robert Manganelio

Barry Manson & Mike Kahler
Margaret & Roger Marchand
James Martin

Michael Martin

Paul Martino

Jessica Masse

Janie & Stanley Mathieu

Janet May:

Arthur & Martha Mavo

Paul Mazgelis

Mark McAuliffe

Jenaifer McCann

Amber McCaslin

Bruce McClenahan

RJ. McComish & Peter Brown
Dale McCormuck

Caren McCourtney & Gabrielle Wellman

(continued on next page)
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Annual Report -- Donors

Fiscal Year October 1, 2006-September 30, 2007

(continued from previous page)

Susan McCray

Jewel McHale & Celeste Gosselin
John McKay

Ellis & Mary McKeen

Helen & James McKendsy
Christopher McLaughlin
Dorn McMahon

Margaret McNulty

Krista McQueeney

Lannda Meade & Sara Davis
Kristina Medinger

James Melloh

Pamela Merchant & Kirby Sack
Solon Merrill

Stephanie Merill

Kim Messner

Eric Metzler

Florence Roome Meyer

Linda Meyer

James Michaud

Mike Miles ¢

Tom Miller

Rhonda Millett

Buany Mills

Rosemary Monahan

Michael Montgomery

Mitni Moore

Jane Moore

Silver Moore-Leamon

John Moran

Michael & Rashelle Morcom
Darren Morgan

Sue Motlan & Sue West
Penny & Robert Morris
Teague Morris & Dusty Small
Rachel Myers

Susan Nadeau

Rudy Narvaez

Sive Neilan

Christina Nelligan

Chrs Newcomb

Paul & Sue Newlin

Evelyn Newlyn

Rosa Noreen

Bruce Norelius

Niki Norman

Colleen O’Connell

Desmond & Joan O’Hara
Cheryl O’Heir

David O’Heir

Destry Oldham-Sibley & Julie Head
Jorge Olivares & Marc Stein
Julie Ouellette

Louise Packness & David Moltz
Kimball Page & John Webster
John & Joaune Painter
Martha & Norman Palmer
Philip & Sylvia Palmer

Henry Paradis & Sally Witman
Dan & Fran Paris

Sarah & Jackie Parker-Holmes
Betsy Parsons

Herbert Parsons

David Passer & Marc Maxwell
Susan Pate

Sally-Lou Patterson

Jennifer Paty & Amy Blake
Jim Perley

Richard Perry

Ed Pest

Eric & Krstin Langellier Peterson
Dian Petty

William Pfeiffer

Tina Phillips

Teresa Phinney & Jane Moore
Elaine Piccini

Joseph Piergrossi & Trevor Coyne
Chellie Pingree

Arlene Pisapia

Suzannah Pogue & Sandy Jones
Leslie Fay Pomerantz

Helen & Pamela Price-Wharff
Richard Prouty

Lucy Quimby-.

Erica & Kate Quin-Easter

Jo Raduer & Susan Lanser
Eve Raimon & Mary Dougherty
Dale & Anne Rand

John Rand

Brooks Randolph

Logette Rappoport

Robin Rasala -

Karl Rasche
Gregg Raymond
John Morrill Read
Howard Rebin
Loss Reckitt
Peter Rees

Rebecca Renaud

John Rensenbrink

Robert Reawick

Melissa Rheaume & Angela Blier
Deborah Rice

Jody Rich

Peuny Rich

John Richardson

Tim Richardson

Ken Rideout

Diana Rigg

Peter Rines & James Smith
Richard Roberge

Nancy Roberts,

John & Naralia Robinson
Richard Robinson

Martha Rogers

Jason Ronco

Stephen & Wilma Rose
Jettrey Rosen

Larry Rosenberg

George & Cevia Rosol

Steven & Amanda Rowe
Elizabeth Ruff

Carlton & Lorna Russell
Patricia Ryan & David Westphal
Marty Sabol

William Saltonstall

William Sandstead

Paul Sarli

Mike Savage & Bob Lorenz
Jill & Ed Saxby

Jim Schatfer

Elizabeth Schneider

Tobi Leanna Schueider

Aunn Schonberger

Ashley Schumacher

Jeffrey Schwartz

Michael Score

Nancy Lyna Scovern.

Bob Semple & Bob Kenneally
Amy Sewick

Bruce & Karen Sewick
Rebeccea Sewick

Linda Shannon

Maggie Shaw

Elizabeth & John Sherblom
David Sherman

Kimbesly Simmons & Craig Bramley
Kyle Slayback

Lacey Sloan

Marthew Small

Carl Smith

Debra Smith

Alison Smith

Robin Smith

Tina Smith

Ellen Smith-Erb

Kenneth Solano

Cynthia Sortwell

Susan Soto

Caroline Southall

Gerry Southard

Susan Sporaco

Lucinda Spencec

Sarah Spencer

Judy Spiller

Cathleen Stachli

Wells Staley-Mays

Sarah Standiford

Robert Stanwood

Jenson Steel

Timothy Stein

David Stensland

Kate Stern

Heary & Patricia Stewart
Michael Stickney

Nan Stone

Donald Stratton

Cyathia Stroud & Susan Shaw
Daany Sullivan

Tom Sumuer

Ed Suslovic & Jennifer Southard
Emily Swan

Kate Swift

Martin Swinger & Brian Kaufman
Elizabeth Szatkowski

Steven Taylor & Tracy Gregoire
Sheldon Tepler

Anne Ter Weele

Stanley & Cathy Tetenman
Linden Thigpen-Pavloff
Carol Thompson

Philip Thompson

Sarah Thompson

Nicholas Toothaker
Wellington Clough Toppan & Peggy Shaeffer
Christine Torraco & Rita Zanichkowsky

Kenneth Town

Michelle Trahan

Frederick Tripp

Hannah Trowbridge & Mary Aan Gesner
Nancy Tucker

Lisa Vaccaro

David Vardeman

Mark Violette

Allen Voisine

Anthony Volponi

Harold von Ulmer & Brian Grennan
Starr Waisanen

Richard Wastzkin

Rita Wakefield

Jean Wakem & Vicky Johnson
Vicki Walsh

Wendy Walsh & Jerielle Young
Philip Walton

Nancy Wanderer & Susan Saunders
Cyathia Ward

Gregory & Anne Warren
Roberta Washbuen & Elizabeth Jaccoma
Donna Waterman

Matthew Webb & Izik Youker
Anne Weele

MaryBeth Welton

Edna Wentworth

Jennifer West

Margaret Wetzel «

Diane Whitaker

Kate White Lewis

Kathleen Whitelaw

Thomas Whitaey

Joha Wickenden

Scott Wilkerson

Megan Williams

Kathy Wilson

James Wise

William Witherell

Rich Wood & Phyllis Hey
Kelleryn Wood & Nancy Quint
Richard & Deborah Woodbury
Gracie Woodward & Theresa Turgeon
Sarah Worthing

F. Diane Yeomans

Clara Yim

Jerry Ann Yoder

Beth & Katherine Yvonne
Victoria Zavasnik

Helen Zidowecki

Anue Zill

Business Donors

249 Inc.

Allen Avenue Unitarian Universalist Church
American Cancer Society
Anthony’s American Kitchen
Arrows Restaurant

The Astraca Foundation, Inc

Back Cove Counseling Center
Bank of America

Bicycle Coalition of Maine

Bread & Roses

Coffee by Design

Deborah Rutter, Coldwell Banker
Condom Sense

Alfred Depew

Diversified Communications
Eastern Mountain Sports

ET Transportation Services, Inc.
Thomas Fallon Fine Photography
The Farm, Mars Hill

Susan Farnsworth, Attorey at Law
The Field Mouse

Five County Credit Union

Frannie Peabody Center

Full Circle Synergy T'ai Chi Cly'nan
G.M. Pollack & Sons Jewelers

Gay & Lesbian Advocates and Defenders
Gay & Lesbian Victory Fund

Gay Fun in Maine

Gazebo Inn

Gill Foundation

GLSEN Southern Maine

Haircut 100

Harbor Masters

HealthReach Network

Holiday Ina by the Bay

Honeck & O’Toole

Human Rights Campaign
Innewsweekly

Tanva Busch, Keller Williams
Nancy Field, Keller Williams
Beckie Kier

Kilbride & Harris Insurance Services LLC
Norma Kraus-Eule, MSW, LCSW
The Law Offices of Doyle & Nelson
The League of Young Voters
Leapm’ Lizards

Lee Auto Mall

Luna Sea Ast

Maine Bank & Trust

Maine Cardiology Associates
Maine Community Foundation
Maine Community Foundation, Equty Fund

Maine Democratic Party

Maine Department of Labor

Matne Education Association

Maine Initiatives

Maine Initiatives, Chrysalis Youth Fund
Maine Jewish Film Festival
MaineStreet

MaineShare

Maine SpeakOut Project

Maine Women’s Lobby

Maple Hill Farm Inn

Mary Malia, Malia Consulting Services
McFarlane & Field Associates

Leah Bartley, Mernill Lynch
Merrymeeting AIDS Support Services, Inc.
MS Plumbing

NAACP Portland Branch

National Gay and Lesbian Task Force
Nomia Boutique

North Shore Music Theater

Norway Savings Bank

Eric Gundberg, Novaya Mortgage
Ogunquit Playhouse

Pampered Pooch

Pandemonmum

The Perenaial Inn

People for Bliss

Planet Dog Foundation

Planned Parenthood of Northern New England
Portland Architectural Salvage
Portland Phoenix

Portland Players

Portland Stage Company

Protens Fund

Red Shed Corttage at Pickett Hill Farm
Heather Richambault

Rowe Camp & Conference Center
Sanford Insurance Agency

Sea Dog Brewing Co.

Siam City Cafe

Solidago Foundation

Styxx

Time Warner Cable

Unitarian Universalist Society of Bangor
USM’s Center for Sexualities & Gender Diversity
Verizon

Vicki Cantrell, Maine Mortgage Group
Videoport

Vogel & Dubois PA

Voila Hair & Day Spa

Warren Currier & Buchanan

Marc Libby, Wells Fargo Home Mortgage
Woodfords Congregational Church, UCC

Donations Made in Memory Of

Bob Davidoff
Barbara A. Wood

Robin Lambert
Linda Abromson
Gabriel John Chasse
Matthew Dubois & David Harrington
Evelyn Duncan
Elinor Goldberg
Philip & Susan Haines
Marjorie Harnis & Peter Lambert
Barbara A. Wood

Richard Steinman
Perer Asen
Stephen & Robert Batchelder
Mrs. Beckman
Mickey Friedman
George Gottfried & Kimberly Strom-
Gottfried
Bruce Kenney
Rachel Lowe & Mike Bigos
Brenda McGowan
Barbara Rich

Donations Made in Honor Of

Anderson/Fisk Wedding
Bill & Sue Backer
Leslie & Peter Merrill
Gilda Nardone
Cathy Plourde
Sharon Rosen & John Newton
Ellen V.P. Wells
Anne Zill

Every effort has been made to ensure this
list’s accuracy. However, mistakes,
omissions, and other blunders inevitably
slip by, and we sincerely apologize for any
ervor that may have occurred.

Please contact EqualitvMaine regarding
any corrections, comments or questions. *
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Annual Report
Fiscal Year October 1, 2006-September 30, 2007

(continued from page 7)

end of 2008—great response from clergy across
the state, 25 signed on so far.

0 Respond in all major daily newspapers to LGBT
news articles, editorials and letters-to-the-editor
through our Media Response Team—we organized
an awesome response to a Portland Press Herald edi-
torial on marriage in June, but only 3 of 15 letters-
to-the-editor were printed in response to adoption
ruling and stories about the first official same-sex
couple adoption in Maine.

0  Work closely with House and Senate efforts to
identify, recruit and elect pro-equality legislative
candidates in the November 08 elections.

Development:

Our partnership with Gill Foundation deepened in fall
2006 when they granted us $50,000 for general support
and capacity building. Typically, Gill funds us at about
$25,000 a year. This enabled us to hire our first-ever Ad-
ministrative Assistant (John McKenna), upgrade our tech-
nology (new phone system and computers), and generally
support our program work.

A new partnership began in fall 2006 when the Civil Mar-
riage Collaborative, hosted by the Proteus Fund, funded
us $40,000 for our work on marriage. They shifted their
priorities for 07-08 to fund primarily the states that are
likely to win marriage in the next 1-2 years. While Maine
does not qualify for that category, they still funded us
$35,000 for the good progress we’re making toward full
equality for LGBT families.

We hosted a successful Annual Awards Dinner in
March 2007, with 425 attendees, outstanding awardees,
and a well received program. We grossed $36,750 and
netted $20,500. These receipts do not count scholarship
appeal income. While our net income went down from
2006 to 2007 ($25,000 to $20,500), we pulled off this
event with no development director—Development Di-
rector Erica Quin-Easter left EqualityMaine in November
2006.

We hired 2 new development director, Brian Sandberg,
in March 2007 to carry out the ever important work of
raising money for EqualityMaine.

We hosted what may possibly become EqualityMaine’s
signature summer event in Bangor: EqualityFolk: A
Community Social, an event held during the American
Folk Festival in August on the Penobscot River. Equality-

Folk is a 3-hour reception on Saturday of the festival
weekend, where people come for free food, cash bar, and

networking with other LGBT people in the area.

Finance:

EqualityMaine Foundation

Income

Amount Percent
Donations § 58,184 28%
Event Revenue $ 36,183 17%
Grants $104,413 49%
Other Revenue $ 11,908 6%
Total Income $210,688 100%
Expenses
Program $130,331 62%
Development $ 42,042 20%
Operating $ 37,838 18%
Total expenses $210,211 100%
Net Income S 477
EqualityMaine
Income
Donations $ 44,967 58%
Event Revenue $ 10,754 14%
Grants $ 20,297 26%
Other Revenue $ 1,413 2%
Total Income $ 77,431 100%
Expenses
Program $ 69,606 86%
Development $ 2428 3%
Operating $ 8903 11%
Total expenses $ 80,937 100%
Net Income $ (3,500)
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#4.594% apy as of 11/10/07. Account holders must give a 90 day notice of intent to withdraw. Withdrawal on available funds only. Failure to give notice of

We love our
credit union

because
they
\ support us.

EQUALITYMAINE MEMBERS, OPEN A CHECKING
ACCOUNT AT FIVE COUNTY CREDIT UNION
& RECEIVE FREE CHECKS!

We want to be your financial institution of choice.

Shareholder’s Investment Program

EARN A DIVIDEND YIELD SIMILAR TO A CD WITH A MINIMUM DEPOSIT
OF JUST $5.00! A GREAT TOOL TO START A SERIOUS SAVINGS PLAN
WITH A HIGH RATE OF RETURN!

.594 % apy*

FIVE COUNTY =51

’ CREDIT UNION Your Savings insured to
. » $350,000
Banking Solutions You Can Trust

withdrawal will result in 90 days of dividend penalty. Rates are subject to change. Mention EqualityMaine membership to receive check offer.
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Pro-Equality Candidates Victorious in Special Elections

(continued from page 4)

to our candidate questionnaire. In District 99 in the Sebago
area, we endorsed Kate Smith, a physical therapist, school
board member and another strong supporter of equality for
LGBT people.

EqualityMaine ran phone banks and mailed campaign
literature to our members in these three districts, totaling
over 350 member contacts. Pat Jones and Mike Carey won
their campaigns, but Kate Smith came up a bit short.

In addition to the special legislative elections in June,
pro-equality candidates endorsed by EqualityMaine in 2007
won three out of four races, giving us good momentum as
we head into the crucial 2008 election season.

We congratulate Pat Jones and Mike Carey on their vic-
tories and look forward to working with them as Equality-
Maine and its coalition partners work to win full equality for
LGBT people. ¢

equality for LGBT families.
on marriage.
one with their legislators about equality.

on marriage, for a wide variety of venues.

Make YOUR Pledge for Equality!

Become a Sustaining Partner

When you become a Sustaining Partner, your monthly donation helps provide steady, reliable income
for EqualityMaine to respond quickly and effectively to discrimination and move Maine towards full equality.

$10 a month supports our campaign to generate 15,000 constituent-signed legislative postcards on full

$15 a month supports our efforts to organize 65 educational events where we show and discuss our DVD

$25 a month supports our organizing of 78 in-district legislative meetings, where constituents talk one-on-

$50 a month enables us to produce educational materials, such as fliers, brochutes, and copies of our DVD

Become a Sustaining Partner today, and put your pledge to work for equality immediately.

<
0 s10 3 $15

Card #

0 $25

Sustainine Partner pledges of any amount are welcome
g pleag )

Sign me up as a Sustaining Partner! Please start charging my monthly contribution of:

0 $50 s

Please direct my contribution to (check one):

for your Sustaining support!

Exp. Date

__ EqualityMaine Foundation (501¢3 educational arm, tax-deductible)
__ EqualityMaine (501c4 political arm, not tax-deductible)

Mail your pledge to EqualityMaine, PO Box 1951, Portland ME 04104 or fax to 207-761-3752. For more
information or to join by phone, contact Brian Sandberg at (207) 761-3732 ot brian@equalitymaine.org. Thanks
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ENDA Passes with No Transgender Protections

(continued from page 3)

principled vote ever. Congressman Michael Michaud voted
on ENDA to leave no one in the LGBT community behind!

Despite the enormous pressure representatives were
under to vote for a bill that excludes gender identity, Con-
gressman Michaud listened to the people of Maine who said,
“We stand on principle in Maine. We don’t leave part of the
community behind, even though it may be easter politically.”

Congressman Michaud, EqualityMaine, and the more
than 350 LGBT organizations across the country who form
United ENDA are committed and well positioned to ensure
a fully-inclusive bill is introduced in the next Congress—
when passage in the Senate and the signature of a new Presi-
dent make the enactment of comprehensive employment
protections a real possibility.

What is ENDA?

ENDA is a federal bill that would address discrimina-
tion in the workplace by making it illegal to fire, refuse to
hire or refuse to promote employees simply based on a pet-
son’s sexual orientation [or gender identity]*. It would rein-
force the principle that employment decisions should be
based upon a person’s qualifications and job performance.

What ENDA Does

¢ Extends federal employment discrimination protections
currently provided based on race, religion, sex, national ori-
gin, age and disability to sexual orientation [and/or gender
identity]*.

e Prohibits public and private employers, employment
agencies and labor unions from using an individual’s sexual
orientation [or gender identity]* as the basis for employment
decisions, such as hiring, firing, promotion or compensa-
tion.

e Provides for the same procedures, and similar, but
somewhat more limited, remedies as are permitted under
Title VII and the Americans with Disabilities Act.

» Applies to Congress and the federal government, as
well as employees of state and local governments.

Norma Kraus-Eule, MSW, LCSW

Individual * group < relationship therapy

Working with the LGBT community for 25 years

207-650-1804
norma2446@mac.com
licensed clinical social worker

45 Exchange St.
Suite 300E
Portland, Maine 04101

What ENDA Does Not Do

¢ Cover businesses with fewer than 15 employees.

» Apply to most jobs at religious organizations. For any
class of jobs, a religious organization can require employees
to follow the tenets and teachings of their religion, including
ones that bar gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender employ-
ees.

e Apply to the uniformed members of the armed forces
(the bill doesn’t affect the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy).

e Allow for quotas or preferential treatment based on
sexual orientation or gender identity.

e Allow a “disparate impact” claim similar to the one
available under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
Therefore, an employer is not required to justify a neutral
practice that may have a statistically disparate impact on in-
dividuals because of their sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity.

e Allow the imposition of affirmative action for a viola-
tion of ENDA.

e Allow the Equal Employment Opportunity Commis-
sion to collect statistics on sexual orientation or gender
identity or compel employers to collect such statistics.

¢ Apply retroactively. ¢

(* Words in brackets were stripped out ot the final bill.)

Leave a Legacy of Equality

When you make or update your will, consider including
EqualityMaine Foundation in your planning. We’ll carry on
your commitment to LGBT equality for years to come.

For more information on making a bequest or other
planned gift to EqualityMaine Foundation,
contact Brian Sandberg at (207) 761-3732
or brian@equalitymaine.org.

If you’ve included EqualityMaine Foundation in your will,
we’d like to know so we can say thanks.

<

O YES! T have included EqualityMaine Foundation
1n my will.

Name

Address

City, State, ZIP
Phone
Email
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Public Education Update

continued from page 4

couple in the DVD, went with us to Bangor to talk about
the impact marriage would have on their lives.

At each of these events, following the DVD viewing,
we’ve had open and honest dialogue about marriage. We’ve
signed up new members, supporters and volunteers. We’ve
distributed hundreds of DVDs to people attending the pres-
entations, and every time, we walk away knowing that sup-
port for the freedom to marry in Maine is growing.

Collecting Postcards for Legislators

At our last report, we had collected 1,000 legislative
postcards signed by constituents in support of the freedom
to marry. We have now collected over 7,000 and will have
8,000 by year’s end. Our goal is to collect and deliver 15,000
postcards to legislators in the 2009 legislative session. Post-
cards urge legislators to begin working on the freedom to
Marry NOw.

Reaching out to Mainers: Media Response Team

In collaboration with GLAD, we continue our work of
training volunteers and building a Media Response Team
throughout the state. The Media Response Team responds
to news articles or opinion pieces about LGBT people and
their families. The editorial/letters-to-the-editor page is one
of the most read sections of the paper, and it provides us
with a tremendous opportunity to tell our stories to thou-
sands of people we might otherwise never reach.

As an example, when news of the historic Maine Law
Court ruling on adoption hit the media, we immediately sent
out action alerts to our media response team supplying
them with the news stories, talking points and the contact
information for their daily newspapers. As a result, letters
supporting the ruling were printed in the Bangor Daily News
and the Portland Press Herald.,

We will continue our daily monitoring of the media
with the commitment that no news article or opinion edito-
rial about LGBT couples and families will go without an
organized response from the people who are affected by it.

What’s Next?

It 1s no small mission to secure full equality for LGBT
people in Maine. Educating legislators, voters and the gen-
eral public is a critical part of achieving full equality, and we
need everyone who supports equality to become actively
involved. If you’d like to participate in an in-district meeting
with your legislator, host a DVD presentation in your com-
munity, or become a member of our Media Response
Team, please contact Darlene Huntress by calling 207-761-
3732 or emailing dhuntress@equalitymai

Your Family. Home!

“As a Realtor® serving the greater Cumberland and York county
areas, | am committed to helping singles, partners and families in the
GLBT community find a place to call home! | understand your unique
needs, concerns and expectations, so whether you're a life-longer
Mainer, or ‘from away,’ looking to buy or sell your first house or 15", |
can help you navigate the process. As a buyer and seller agent, |
focus on education every step of the way, helping you understand
your options and outcomes so you and your chosen family can make

the best decisions. Call me today.”

Deborah A. Rutter
REALTOR®

Certified Negotiation Specialist
Certified New Homes Specialist
Member: Real Estate Buyer's Agent Council,
Equality Maine, Human Rights Campaign, Rainbow
Business and Professional Association

coLbweLL
BANKER O

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

53 Baxter Blvd

Portland ME 04101

Direct : 207-253-3120

Office : 207-773-1900

Fax: 207-774-1116

E-mail: deborah.rutter@nemoves.com
Web: www.nemoves.com
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RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP OR JOIN EQuALITYMAINE TODAY!

All EqualityMaine members receive our quartetly newsletter, regular communication through email regarding
political action and upcoming events, opportunities to volunteer, and the reward of supporting LGBT advocacy
efforts. Contributions of any amount are counted towards membership — whether you can give $1 or $1,000,
your membership makes a difference in winning protections for LGBT people in Maine.

YES'! I want to be a member of EqualityMaine! Enclosed is my contribution of:
O$35 D050 DO%100 O%250 O%00 O

Name
Address City, State, ZIP
Telephone Email
O Please chatge this to my credit card. O My check payable to EqualityMaine is enclosed.

O Sign me up as a Sustaining Partner (see page 12)! Please start charging my monthly gift of $10 /$15/825/ §
Card # Exp. Date Name on card:

O I"d like to volunteer O I have included EqualityMaine Foundation in my will

EquaLitYMAINE
PO Box 1951, Portland, ME 04104 « (207) 761-3732 - fax (207) 761-3752 * info@equalitymaine.org * www.equalitymaine.org

You can support EqualityMaine Foundation through payroll deduction!

MaineShare

Charitable Choices for Maine’s Future
MaineShare funds 36 statewide organizations including
EqualityMaine Foundation addressing environmental,
economic opportunity, peace and justice, cultural
diversity, the arts, and health service issues.

Enroll your workplace for the 2008 campaign online at
www.maineshare.org or contact us directly.

www.maineshare.org giving@maineshare.org
P.O. Box 2095, Augusta, ME 04338, (207) 622-0105
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Save the Date!

EqualityMaine Foundation 231 Annual Awards Banquet
Saturday, March 10, 2007

Mark your calendar for March 10 and join us for a special evening of recognition and celebration. Like our 2006 awards ban-
quet program, which told the story of how we won non-discrimination protections, our program this year will also tell a
story—the story of how we began to win full equality for LGBT people in Maine. To be inspired, you won’t want to miss
this event.

5:30 — 6:30pm — Social Hour & Silent Auction
6:30 — 9:00pm — Dinner & Awards Presentation

Holiday Inn by the Bay, Portland
ASL interpretation services available

See Inside for More Details!

--------------------------------------

We need volunteers!

We need volunteers the day of the banquet to help set up the silent auction and community information table, register and
greet guests, clean-up and other tasks! Can you help? If so, please call Darlene Huntress at 761-3732 X3004 or email
dhuntress@equalitymaine.org.
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