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NEW CRIMINAL CODE REPLACES 1840 | ANTI-GAY LAW

Maine's new criminal code goes into effect on April first, repeal-
ing the law that makes sex a crime for Gay men and women. Under the
old law, sex was a felony subject to a penalty ranging from one to ten
years imprisonment. With the new code, sex is now legal for consenting

adults.

In case you've ever wondered how it became illegal in the first
place, homophobia started with the ancient Hebrews, the Romans subse-
quently caught it, the Roman Catholic Church carried it through the
Dark Ages, Henry the Eighth of Encland--having trouble with the church
his wives and his patriarchal lineage~-secularized it, and we in the
United States inherited it. In honor of being legal for the first time
in several thousand years, you might be interested in the following
sketch of the Hisftony of the Laws Against Homosexuality:

THE HEBREWS Most pre-Roman civilizations in the Middle East accepted:
homosexuality, some even encouraged it. The ancient He-
brews, on the other hand, developed a distinct homophobic tradition.
The origins of this convention are unknown but probably are the result
of the Hebrew desire to strengthen and differentiate their own culture.

Hebrew hostllLty to homosexuality was first articulated when the
Jews settled in Canaan. The rites of the Canaanite goddess Atargatls
encouraged homosexual acts among her followers. Jewish leaders, in
order to distinguish their followers from the Canaanites, established
strict standards of behavior which included specific prohibitions

against homosexual conduct.
(Continued on page 7)

GOODSTEIN_ ACTIONS PROVOKE IRE FROM ‘MOVEMENT’ GAYS

In the wake of an editorial attacking "gay 'spokespeople'" as ap-
Pearing "neurotic to the point of megalomania,” David B. Goodstein,
Publieher of The Advocate, a west-coast male-oriented Gay biweekly,
has called for a conference of persons who share his views on the di-
rection of the Gay movement. According to a letter inviting "like~ '
mlnded people" to a meeting in Chlcago on March 27, "We are not try-
ing to convene a conference that is representative of the wide and di-
vergent spectrum of gay and civil rights opinion."

{Continued on page 3)



LETTERS FROM READERS

Dear Folks,

I just today rec‘d your/our news-
letter and was hit by the down-ness.
I know, I know--the stock answar to
criticism is "If you don't like it,
write something.‘ But really--all
tais pessimism and hate -mongering!
Your writers propaply didn't intend
it that way, but that sure isn't the
way it reads, to me.

To illustrate. Wwhat 44 all this
seriousness and concern about Lesbi-
an separatism? If separatism is what
they want, they sure as hell cdon't
need the permission and empty mono-
logus of Gay men in order to do it.
And,; in my humble opinion, thera
would pe no harm in it. Might even
remova some hassles (not that Les~
bians ar2 2 aassle, but the bullshit
surrounding this issue is beginning
to get very messy). Kate HMillett, in
JYC over Thanksgiving, advised that
Lesbians form tii2zir own movemant for
strength in their own ricght. Perhaps
that's not a onad idea.

So...since I feel that way, what's
my problcm in dealing with Stevan
3ull’'s last Coan Mugfgin? Probably
the tone of the thing was onz2 thing.
Honest to God, I felt like Charlton
Heston on tine Pinnacle receiving the
WJord--and Steve's was about as much
fun as the original, (more rhetor-
ical too). Some people mnistake rhet-
oric for perception.

Then thera’s the problem of Stev-
en's self~contradictory habits. A
couple montas ago in the Coan Muffin
he demanded that we (Gay people) -
unite with alff -oppressad minorities
in order for revolution and the
overthrow of the capital-O oopressor
In tais one, he questions the desir-
ability of unity oetween Lesbians
and Gay men. 4ill the real Steve
Bull plesase stand up?

One more comment and Ifll cut my
tirade. I'm no David Goodstein, but
apparently I don‘t measure up to a
Steve tull since his conception of
rere reformism vs. real revolution
does not coincide with my version of
what's going down. Many, many Gay
people, myself included, could be,
if they had to be, lapbeled both re-
formist and revolutionary. It is not
feaminle to believe that we need
both, one being a necessary stepping
stone for the other? Are we really
Wwilling to content ourselves mouth-
ing “revolution” for some hazy fu-
ture while right now we lose our
children, we lose our jobs (or nev-
er gat them in the first place), we
ars murcdered in the streets, we rot
in jail, because we havs no lagal
racourse? I don't think so.

(Conténu%g next column)
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- With hope,

John Frank

Feb. 20, 1976
Main & Mill Sts.
Milford, a. 04461

#He#H# Hi##H Hu##d #it#d#

Dean Peonle,

I just nead through youn Feb.
issue fon the 2nd time. 1 neally
must congratulate you on such an
exceptional newslettern. 1£'s by
gfar the most informative and inten-
esting copy 1've nead since 1 be-
gan my subscription in Sepft.

This note 48 to Let you know
that younr effort is greatly avpre-
ciated. My best to all of you.
Thanks again.

: Alan H
Feby22; 06

#He### #He##H ##HaH Hit###

Dear Peter,

I am writing to you in resoponse
to your article entitled 'Respect-
ability and the CGay Movement." As
your article is based on material
printed in The Advocate, and, as I
have not read that article, I do
feel at a disadvantage in having
sufficient details about the Dorian
Group in Seattle. If you can pro-
vide me with more information I
would appreciate it. -

Peter, vou were very upset in
your article. I was moved by your
hurt feelings but I question how
personally offended vou are by
.having a group of "professional”
men and women join in on working
for Gay rights. As you wrote, and
I feel you are correct, the Gay
movemant has shown compassion to
women , nonwhites and the poor. But
now, it seems, we have a grouo of
people, the Dorian Group, who want
to share in making the lives of Gav
people better, and vou will not
have it.

It sz2ms, these men and women
are professionally trained individ-
uals (lawvers, doctore, politi-
cians) who have been "in closets”
for years and now want to help.
(Are they in the process of coming
out? I don't know. Are they opting
to help in mors than a strictly
monetary wav? I don't know).

To re, these people may have
obtained a professional status lev-
2l 2nd a middle-class income level
and still they fes=l like second-
class citizens and unimportant ones-
becaus2 of their sexual preference.
, (Continued on page 11)
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LETTERS (Continued from page 10)

Mer 199¢]

I would assume they have experienced or “"accomodating ourselves® with
the same basic inner conflicts which the Dorian Group. It seems to me

most Gays do in this society. Money
and status cannot make one's life
whole and it seems to me that they

are just now taking a giant step to-

that we .are increasing our collec-
tive feeling and numbers by includ-
ing these members of our society
who have similar concerns. And it

ward facing their own sexuality, the seems we are transversing classist

society. and that wholeness.

In your article you quoted the
President of the Dorian Group as
saying, "It's important that they
know there's a big middle-class of
homosexuals who are tax-pavers and
important citizens." I interpreted

this to mezan that they have not felt these doctor

important to this point. And, aven
though they are tax-paying individ-

uals their personal rights have been

denied and they too feel like vic-
tims of the system.

It is important that the public

lines too. Why should these people
not be able to act as agents of
change in our society? I don'‘t see
how one can be a doctor and not
recognize the injustices of the
medical system or be a lawyer and
not recognize the injustices of the
jail and court system. It seems

and lawyers have rec-
ognized the injustices of the sys-
tem for Cavs and now want to help.

Thenks for taking the time to
read this, Peter [Prizer.] I hope
that if any of the Newsletter
readers have oninions on this or

learn that homosexuality is not lim- have information pertaining to the
ited to collece campuses or “combat porian Group that they will write

zones® of our cities. And maybe,
it's not until the general middle-
class recognizes this that gains in
the movement will be significant.
You seem to resent being joined by

middle-class people in your struggle.

You wrote about assimilation and
mainstreaming as if thoy were real
negatives. Looking back at the de-~
velopuent of the women's movement,
it seems that it had to enter the
“mainstream” before it achieved

to you at the MGTF address [Box
4542, Portland, Me. 04112.]

Richard

Yeb., 22, 1976

it Hi### tHHAH #HitHt#

Dear [Susan H.] Curmudg=zon,

I've enjoyed very much your arti-

credibility (I don't like it either, cles on the GAU conference and on

but I think that's what happenzd).

The strangth of the women's movement
bagan when Sylvia Plath was read by
middle-~class homemakers, when Erika

Jong agpeared on the daytime Dinah
Shorzs Show, when middle-class TV
(like the New Hampshire Network)
programmed "Woman -
and Shirley Chisholm (both middle-
class) were viewed by the national
public on TV and the namss of Kate
Millett, Ingrid Benjis, Bétty Frie-

when Bz2lla Abzug feel ha's disowned others.

world citizenship.

-One quibble: In saving that Da-
vid Goodstein has removed himself
from the Gay community, aren't vou
going against your own principles?
You're disowning him hecause you
Two
WILONGS. ..

Now I'm an old-timer, 17 vears in
the Gay movement, and in the last

dan, and Gloria Steinham became com- 6 1/2 years I've seen a lot of

mon in the media.

really awful abuse of Gays in the
GCay press—~-almost alwavs directed

I can remember the excitement some against Gays who are reformist, who

of us felt when Ms. Magazine first
published and what that meant in

lack radical/revolutionary consci-
ousness, who are "“male-identified”

terms of wide-spread circulation and (Lesbians), who Suck the Establish-

a general raising of consciousnass.
(Unfortunately, the magazine has
changed.) Now at least, women and
men are talking and thinking or at
least hearing about issues which
Would not have come up even five
Yéars ago. I don‘t feel the women's

ment, and much much worse. No one
evar took these vilifiers to task--
no one didn’'t dare!--while peonle
do feel free to go after Goodstein,
and do so. Beclieve me, the whole
ambience of Goodstein's outburst
and the lively response to it is

Movement has suffered for this "main-more in the civil libertarian tra-

§treaming.” tlaybe the Gay movement
as to run the same course, with
leadars ang "mainstrcaming” before
1t caen grow. Maybe the Dorian Group
can help with this.

. Petgr, I don’t see how we are
trading our Gay collective pride*

(Continued next column)
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dition than most of the clobbering-
into-silence from other quarters
that I've endurad and witnessed
over the years.

Sincerely,

Barbara Gittings
Philadelphia
Feb. 27, 1976
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JEWS RELEASE

A strong and outspoken heterosex- Una and Dn. Michael Coulson, a Gay
ual foe of homophobia, Dr. Una Mac- member of the Undivernsdity faculty,
lean, will be visiting Portland for protested in a stoam of eloquent
ten days commencing March 25th. Una [fetter-waiting. Thein fLettens RLed
has a distinguished career in medi~ to funthen debate 4in which Dr. Ken-
cine and social science in Britain. dallf was forced into a more and
She has on a number of occasions put more defensive and untenable posi-

her brilliant mind, her humanism tion. Finally zthe national phress
and, yes, her reputation "on the picked up the cause celebre, at-
line" in an effort to counteract the tracting public attention from one
categorization of homosexuality as a end of Britain to the other. Some
disease, and to urge her medical months aften the stonm subsided, Dr.
colleagues and the public-at-large Coulson and his Lover invited Una
to recognize Lesbianism and homo- and Dr. Kendall £o his fLat for
sexuality as a wholesome alternative quiet dialogue on the issue which

to being heterosexual. ~ had made them public advensanies.

But despite Uns's and Michael's
[See Bits Page for more details] best effonts, and despite Kendall's
seeming "convernsion", Lt appeanrs

Una is associated with Richard that in his Fall 1975 Lectunes fo
Steinman (one of the two keynote students in psychiatry Dr. Kendall
speakers at the forthcoming Third was back to his old tricks again.

Maine Gay Symposium) in the conduct Foatunately, Una Lectures his stu-
of a cross-national study of “coming dents ecach yearn 50 she will "have
out.” To date, they and four volun- at" the students as well.

teer Gay interviewers (in western

Norway, London, Amsterdam, Fort And so the battle goes...

Wayne and Princeton) have interview-

ed more t}larl 100 Gay men and women 0000000900 0000000000 0C00HOOOOO0OO
about the process through which they

voluntarily share with some non-Gays CoNDENSED CALENDAR
the fact of their sexual orientation.
It appears that this is the first MARCH

time those Gay people who want to _
are having the chance to contribute, 11 Thursday. Gav People's Alliance

in a somewhat systematic way, their of UMPG meeting. At 7:30 pm,
experience with coming out. 92 Bedford St., Portland. Rap

& Business; all welcome.
Una will be present at the April 12 Wilde-Stein Club meeting at UMO.

4th monthly meseting of the MGTF and In International Lounge of
would enjoy meeting Maine Gay people Memorial Union; 3rd floor, 7pm.
as she has many throughout Britain. Business & Rap, all welcome.
If there is an interest at that - 14 MGTF Benefit Disco-Dance. From
meeting, she and Richard will be - 8pm, at the Oasis Ballroom, 195
happy to discuss their research into Middle St., Portland. ($3) Call
coming cut. In order to accomodate a 773-5530 for information. Res.
somewhat larger group than usual, suggested-- capacity is 166.
the MGTF April Meeting will be held 18 GPA Meeting. (see March 11)
at the Student Union, UMPG, at 92 19 W-SC Meeting. (see March 12)
Bedford Street, Portland. Refresh- 20 Gay People's Alliance Dance.8pm,
ments will be served following the at Payson Smith cafeteria, side
meeting, which will begin at 1 PM. entrance. BYOB. $1 asked.
25 Thursday, 4om: Dr, Una Maclean,
ABOUT DR. MACLEAN lecture on women & health ser-
: vices: Rm. 326, Luther Bonney
Una Maciean 44 a Sendonrn Lecturen Hall. All invited. Free.
at the lUnivensity of Edinburgh. A 26 W-SC Meeting. (see March 12)

native o4 Invernesshine, with deep  26- :
roots Ain the Ouften Hebrides o4 Scot- 28 New England Gay Conference. At

Land, she 48 a sclentist, a poet, a Clark Univ., Worcester, Mass.
Loving and warm human beding, and the
mathon 0§ fLive children nranging 4in : APRIL
age from 23 to 6 yeaxrs. ] Panel discussion on criminal
1 code, sponsored bv GPA., At

In the Fatlf of 1974 Professon. 7:30pm, Hastings Formal, Gor-
Kendetf, who was being appointed. to ham (UMPG)
a professtonial chair in psychiatrny, 4 MGTF Meeting; at 22 Bedford St.
argued Ain his Linaugural Lecture fon . Portland. Business & rap, and
the applicability of the "disease Dr. Una Maclean. ;
model" to psychiatny: homosexuality 23-
was, attern afl, a disease and there- 25 . Maine Gay Svmposium, UMPG

fore helped Zo conginm his thesis.
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- T4 JadARY THAW
by Hugo Leckey

[His Holiness the Pope stated recentlv
that incurable homosexuals should be
treated with kindness and consideration.]

Darkness comes early this time of year, and it is close to sun-
set by the time I have put in my stint at the tvpewriter, brought in
enougi wood to last the night and the next morning, and got a good soup
simmering on the back of the stove. It is barely seven degrees when I
rouse the dogs from the hearth and set off down the beach for our daily
walk., : :

It has been cold inde=d these past few wecks, even for the coast
of Maine which often escapes that brutal life~defeating cold the small
isolated pnlacas inland have silently endured for generations. But we
have a taste of that now, and the bzach is transfigured bv it.

Salt watar has begun to fresze. A stiffening lip of tide leaves
rill upon rill of bluish ice as it ebbs. Sand, rockweed, and the tiny
air-holes made by clams have all disappzarsd. The wind comes out of the
North East, fetching up enough sea to smack the rocks and drench them
with layer upon layer of dripping ice. They squat above the water like
inmoropable melting candles. g

The dogs dash along as usual, their noses close to the ground.
Occasionally they skid, one half of the body galloping on while the
other half collapses in a frenzy of spinning paws. Now and again they
dump themselves down with an air of exasperation to chew out the ice
that clumps between their toes and wrecks their traction. But apart from
such technicalities, winter and summer scem one to them. The only real
question is whether or not to go swimming and so keep body temperatures .
comfortanle. St :

Hot so for ms. Winter is vastly different. It is cold and soli-
tary, and one is thrown back--but I mean “"we"--Richard and I are thrown
back to our small isolated selves and the inexplicable spark that holds
us together. I am aware of this especially now since Richard is away on
business. This physical solitude sharpens a sensz of being naked in
winter, of being vulnerable, that was not so apparent when the rituals
of gardening and fishing, or lounging on the pier for drinks with .
friends, made tae warm days drift mildly by.

But the summer folk have left long ago, and even the clammers
whosz raw and heavy hands seem oblivious to cold have deserted ths beach
these days. The only peoplas likely to meet us now are our neighbors who
live a few hundred vards to the south, the Sirmpsons.

They, like us, are "from away,” and thev came to live here at
just about the same time as we did. Unlike us, howaver, they are very
wealthy and keep up their connections with hich finance by airolanes,
expensive four-wheel drive jeeps; or whatever else is needed. Their
elderly parents live with them, their college-age children visit, and
they have a dog. The dog, it turns out, is tha common denominator be-
tween us. Like us, they walk their dog, and since one must go either
cne way or the other on a beach, it haopens that we meet.

That is to say, the dogs meet. For unexpectedly rounding a rocky
point or nosing arcund the pier, the dogs spot cach other and bound off
for an orgy of sniffing. We yell--of course we yell--and they yell too.
But the rapt jovy of dog meeting dog on that white desert of a beach
Scvars beyond command. In short, we keep talking to the Simpsons over a
happy tangle of dog bodies that we try to sort out while showing as
little embarrassment as possible over the fact that our dogs are per-
fectly disobedient. RS SR :

We try to be nice about this. So do they. e say--all of us say--
how sorry we are, how it was ouz dog's fault, how they just won't lis-
ten. And then we start grabbing at dogs to get them disentancgled. But
by coincidence, all the dogs are of one breaed. They are all golden
retrievers, and although it is easy to tell them apart, it is easy
enough to mix them up in a tangle. So often you find vourself yellina

EaripRas 1 (Continued on page 14)
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JANUARY THA4 [(Conz.'d from page 13)

the right name, but grabbing the wrong dog; and when they're finally
sorted out, and various people want to go their various ways, the dogs
want to stay put. They get along.

It is of course entlrelv clear to me that their dog is the in-
stigator of this mischief. He is a dog so ill-trained that he never
answers to his name unless the mood is on him. But I give no hint of
this, and if the Simpsons harbor similar thoughts, thev give no hint
either. We all smile alot and scold our own dogs as we g2t them sorted
out. That may be a little unfair to the dogs, but it is a way of bheing
considerate, a way of being good neighbors.

Uccasionally I wonder what the Simpsons do think. I wonder what
they taink about us. After all, if you move from thz East Seventies in
New York City to the rock-bound coast of Maine vou don't automatically
anticipate that your ncarest neighbors will be two rather handsome
homosexual males. They retirad here ‘to get away from it all”--and here
it all is! I'd love to joke with them about that some day, but I doubt
I ever shall. aat I know of these people I don't care for. They were
(and perh:zps are!) staunch defenders of Richard Nixon, and I'm sure
they'll vote for Ford, or Reagan if they get the chance.

But to the dogs again. These hopeless, sociable brutes who never
g2t to vote keep oringing us in contact with our neighbors, and our
neighbors, well-versed in the politesse of the East Seventies, fill in
the gaps between ﬂpologl s over our dogs’ dreadful behavior by saving
things like,; "You must come ovaer for drinks one evening,” or "We keep
meaning to have you ovar for drinks."” e, in turn, say thinas like,
“That's very Plna,* or “"Yes, indeed.” But we make sure to keep thinags
vague and navar ask them over for a drink. And so forth.

Meanwhile the cold continues, and now I venture down the beach
alone, bandagad in mufflers like the invisible man. The hair inside my
nostrils stiffens into little needles of ice, and tears run from my
eyes as I peer through tiny slits at a blurred white world. Let it be
cold. Tucked in long-johns, c¢loves and jackets, I feel snug and safe
for now. The dogs lope along with their coldem coats streaming, their
nostrils flaresd for everv delicious scent, and the sun settles coldlv
down lecaving tne sky and the islands washed in a luminous mauve licht,
a miraculous light that makes the rocks and the ice and the eider ducks
floating on the bay start up with their own fresh and inexplicably val-
uaole sense of lifea.

It is dark by the time I have stoked the wood stove and settled
down with a drink and a book. The dogs are curlad in their baskets.
Their eyes are closed, but their noses twitch from time to time, like
little black computers constantly storing up every smelly reference
that drifts their way. The telephonz rings with its harsh unexpected
cry.

It is iirs. Simpson. Her dog has disappeared. Just as I tell her
“No," sorething catches my eye beyond the window. Therz he is, lookipg
strange and uneasy. For a moment his eyes seem to glow as he stares in-
to the warm house. lle appears to have been standing there, looking in,
for some time. She says she will com2 for him, and I exoerience a sud-
den moment of confusion as I try to sav several things at once: Our
driveway is impassapbly slick with ice- the tide is coming in. And I
have an odd sensz of pity for the idea of this woman scearchina for har
dog on this coldest'of nights.

Fearing that ne will wonder off again, I put on a coat and run
outside to catch him. Our dogs lecap up at ths class door, pressing
thusir wet noses against the glass. At first he is nervous when I grab
Ris ca1lar, ang for an instant he cowers as though about to snap. But
then he is friendly and wags his tail. In a fow minutes I see Mrs.
Siwpson's flashlight f11cx@r1ng like a tiny candle throucgh the pines,
and I go to meet har at tha icy bridez that leads from our property to
hers. Sne is out of breath and gasplng at the cold.

"Oh you are so klnd;' she cﬁVS.‘It is dark and hzr flashliocht is
focused on her dog. All I c:n sez is her pale gloveless hand and the
orlgnt retal snap on her dog's . leash. "Thank vou so much," she goes on.

“You know, we rezlly must get toaathcr for a drink. WeAhaven’t even

given you your Cnrlstmag present yekt. :
(Continued on page 15)
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JAN ULARY THAW (Cont.'d from page 14)

gNaf*ﬁ?@

It is mid-January, and we are both that we don't jusit pop out of the

slithering on a little bridge as the

dog tangles his leash around our

legs, and all I can do is wonder who

is singing at the Metropolitan to-
night.

woodwonk on weekends, but they're
faced with it now.

Therne 44 a good-s4ized dance fLooxr
and the jfuke box usually keeps At
full. There are several well arnang-

"I wanted to give you some bread,"ed tables and booths that hold an

she says. But what with my parents
and - '

"You mustn't worry. Please."

Je talk about the dogs. How dif-

ofgicial capacity of 99 pensons.

The ownens have been Limiting the
crnowd to that number even when 4t
has meant turning away many would-
be customens on weekends...kind of
nice change from the "sarndine syn-

ficult they are. She fears hers willdaome" expendienced at most populan

wander and not find his way home. I
fear ours will get run over if they
stray. Then she goes back through-

the trees with her dog, her flash-

light making a white circle on the

sSnow.

That night at bedtime, I peer out
over the water through a tiny space
on the window that is not scalloped
with frost. Behind me I can imagine
Richard already in bed, the warm
sleepy curve of his body under the
brightly colored guilt. The moon is
full and zephyrs of sea smoke are
drifting over the icy bay. It seems
extraordinarily beautiful, this
fierce cold. Or is it me, incurable
me, making the best of it until the
thaw.

coo0 ooo0 o000 o000 000

HAVE YOU HEARD
NEW BAR IN

ABOUT THE
AUGUSTA ...?

The quesidion
rounds, 80 fon
haven't heand,
Belgast Avenue

L5 SLLLL making the
those of you who
Flo's Tavean on N.
in Augusta L8 open.
I1t's owned and openated by two Gay
men, Domindque and Paul. There axne
also two Gay women who work thenre
on weekends. FLo's 4Ls open from 4pm

to lam Monday through Satunday scrv-

ing draft beern, bottied been, so0da
and pizza, all at competitive
prices.

AlLthough 4t Looks Like anothen
strhaight, been drinkin' foint from
the noad, what's 4inside L8 quite
the opposdite. I£'s akso a welcome
change from Ray's--Augusta's pre-
vious Gay haunt. FLo's 48 much
cloanen, noomien, more Lnviting,
and foy of foys, the bathrooms ane
clean. Pennaps best of alld, it's a
good place Lo go and refax with a
friend on Lover on to shanre a con-

vernsation with the barntender or ban-

Leanens on weeknights., When Ray's
was the banr, Gay Augusta had to
wait fon ZLhe strange metamorphosis
Lo Gay that occurnred eveny Friday
evening and reversea LL8ehf aften
Saturday night. I'm noté sure i4
Augusta 48 nready Lo grasp Zhe {act
15 15

15

establishments. The main reason,
howeven, 48 that FLo's opened des-
pite many bunrcaucratic and homopho-
bic noadblocks and stiLL remains
unden the scrutiny of centain off4i-
eial bodies as well as the "con-
cennzd citizenny." Any Anfraction,
great or small, would undoubtedly
Ainspine anothern strongen efgornt to
close the place. Domindique and Paul
and company certainly deserve a Lav-
‘enden Atan 4on putting in the time,
efdont and money Lo open up.

In general, FRo's is clean and
comfontable and the people who run
it anre verny frdendly and accomodat-
ing. The only unpleasant thing 1've
expenienced at FRo's 448 the Less-
than-2iberated attitudes of some of
the patrons. But 1 suppose that's
present in most ban situations, and
the place Aitself along with the
management are well-worth a visit.
The next time you're 4in Augusta,
stop Ain and check 4t out.

Doug Chase

+4+ +4+4 +++ +++
MGTF PEOPLE TESTIFY AT

DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM HEARINGS

LEWISTON~-On Saturday, Feb. 28, two
members of MGTF attended the Maine
Democratic Party Platform Hearings
to lobby for the retention of the
Gay Rights plank, first passed on

a party-splitting vote in Bangor
two years ago.

Representing the Task Force were
Stan Fortuna and Peter Prizer, who
discussed the importance of the
anti~discrimination plank with mem-
bers of the Subcommittee on Justice
and Equal Ricghts. Sentiment among
Subcommittee members concerning the
plank appeared to be supportive,
with the major disagreement coming
from a party "regular" and a State
Representative from Sabattus.

The final platform hearing will be
in Bangor on March 28, when the Sub-
committee will decide on the final
language of the platform section.
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DEADLINE FOR APRIL NEWSLETTER:

APRIL 24
PUBLICATION DATE : April 5
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ALL neadens-ane Ainvited to use this
page for brie§ notices, ads, ingon-
maiion, announcements, etfc. PLease
send your news fLo: BITS, MGTF News-

‘Main Street, Topsham. Open Mon.

Tarot readings and/on numﬁnokogy
chants. Call Mindiam 688-4432 aften
tne ides of manch.

S§S§§ §S§SS§ SSS§S

SSS§S S§SS

WOMEN 'S COUNSELING SERVICE offers
counseling, referrals, and library
loans from a pleasant office at 13
and
Wed. 7-10pm, Thurs. 4-7pm and Sat.
l0am-1lpm. Fees are on ability to

Letten, Box 4542, Pontland, Me. 04112pay. 729-4561.

#id# HH## Hit## ##H4 #Hd##
HAVE LARGE APARTMENT with nice view
in Sanford for rent. Would also like
to meet new friends. Call Sanford
(207) 324-8284 between 5 and 6 PM.

Ask for Ronnie (any weekday.)
@@ @@ @@ @@ @@ @e @@

GAY, FEMINIST SOCIAL WORKER doding
counseling for York County Coun-
seling Senvices Alcohol Program. Fee
i85 on a s&iding scale accondiing to

@@ ea

0000000000000 00000000000000D000000O0O

Gay man, 19, wishes to meet and/oxr
cornnespond with othern Gay people 4in
the Kennebunk area. Wrnite Zo Russell
in care of the MGTF, PO Box 4542,
Porntland, Maine 04112. :

R R B B O %‘ﬁ 794

: FOR SALE
White 1972 Impala convertible with
air conditioning, power steering &
brakes, tinted windows, 4 summer

Aincome, with anyone having been 4in antreads, 2 snow .tires, and a good

aleohol ftreatmeont facility usually
having theinr Zoital bilktf paid for by
the state 44 undern a centain Lincome.

Relatives on Lovens of alcoholics are

welcome Lo come and talk, foo, even
i§ the aleocholic pernson does noi
come. Appointments are fLexible in-
cluding evenings. The phone numben
o call in Saco 445 282-4151. Ask goxn
Marjonie.

§66 666 6§56 66 86 4
SUBSCRIBE TO GAY COMMUNITY NEWS, a
non-sexist, non-exploitative publi-
cation of news, features, and opin-
ion. The cost is $12 for one year
(52 issues). Mailed in no-peek en- .
velope. Write to: GCN, 22 Bromfield
Street, Boston, MA 02108.

TIFLTY E%%%%% %28%%% %%
R.A. Thibodeau would Like Lo coane-
spond or meet scmeone Ain Northern
Maine. The address 4is 80 St. Thomas
Strneet, Madawaska, Maine 04756.

++ A+t A+ FE F+ +E 44

Th> naw edition of the GAY BIBLIO-
GRAFIY 18 out. It lists 200 non-fic-

tior. items: books, pamphlets, arti-
cles, periodic

spare. 52,000 miles--good condition

«+.$2000 or best offer.
Winterhaven Apts.
Box 57 = '
Augusta,.ME 04330
622-9487 after 5 pm

or

%% ¥ XRE . REF * %% ® %

MGTF thahhé fo Beth and Lee Tyson
gorn the donation of two hooked nugs
forn the office!

ek ++ b ++

o R

SIBSCRIBE TO THE MGTF NEWSLETTER
PO BOX 4542, PORTLAND, MAINE 04112

One year--12 issues--$4, sent in
plain, sealed envelope.

NAME

STATE ZIP

@eeQ@eeeeeeeEQeePeeRErE@E@EA@eeEaQeeee

s, audiovisuals, di- gx, (ipa Maclean, a Scotswoman visit-

rectories, etc. Also tells where to ing Madne . will speak about the 4im-

get lists cf Gay organizations,
bookstores, Gay student groups,

es, etc. Single copies are 25¢. Or-
der from: Barbara Gittings, Task
Force on Gay Liberation, PO Box
2383, Philadelphia, PA 19103. .

Gay pact of the health »nrofessions on
3 Gay women,
broadcasts, Gay professional caucus- 326,

and visa versa, at UMPG, Room
Lutiien Bonney Hall, on Thuns. .

March 25, at 4 pm. The pubfic 48 4Ain-
vited. Admission frnee. Dn. Maclean
44 a medical doctorn, a sociologist
and an anthropologist but, most im-
portant, a good liuman beding.

BHE O BEE B8 BEE BEE 4
$$3%%  $3%3% 33833 33233
16 156 16 16 16 16 16



GOODSTEIN (Cont.'d from Froni Page)

This and other actions by Goodstein .
have provokeq one of the most heated:
discussions in the Gay community in
recent years.

The formal goal of Goodstein's
1576 ADVOCATE Invitational Confer-
ence” is to discuss fund-raising for
a lobby in Washington D.C. for fed-
eral civil righiits for Gay people. An
“informal” goal of the conference is
“To meet leaders of the Gay civil
rights movement and share experien-
ces with them.” In an anonymous let-
ter sent to MEGTF by "a Gay brother.
looking for discussion not controls
on those we disagrce with," Good-
stzin sets down "ground rulﬂv‘ for
the conforence and warns, "Please do
not accept this invitation if you do
not believe you can agrze to these
ground rules and objectives, because
they are the rules I will enforce as
convencr and chair of the mecting."”

The “ground rules” include strict
adherence to an agenda established
by position papers filad with Good-
stein beforshand,; “no binding votes
cn matters not on the agenda,” and
access tc the mecting by name tag
only. Only those invited to the con-
ference will be issued name tags,
and “All invitatiocns will bz made by
the ADVOCATE," according to Good-
stein's Jeanuary 22 letter.

The agenda, which bzgins with a
keynote speech by Gary Aldridge,
legislative assistant to Senator
Alan Cranston of California, focuses
on corganizing the lcbby. One section
pProposes for discussion "What shculd
this lcbbyist's pcelicy be in regard
to: 1. Other sexual minorities? 2.
Gay groups? 3. Pecple unwilling to
work within the system?” A sceparate
agenda heading entitled "Dealing
with Gay spoilers," however, lists
two items: "A., Keeping them off
broadcast media and out of the print
media-~organizing local media ccm-
mittees to educate media about whom:
to contact. B. Keeping them away

\L:f\'ii oy A &:}

stein has reduced news coverage of
Gav activism and taken the paper to
the right politicallv. Goodstein
says that his paper reflects the
feelings and interests of the ma-
jority of Gav people.

The most recent stage in this de-

‘bate began in the January 14, 1976

issue of The Advocate, when Good-
stein declared that a split has oc-
currcd bhetwesn a "silent majority"
of CGay people: and "Gay 'spokespeo-
ple.'" Goodstein. explained that
"Almost everything of any sionifi-
cance is being done behind the
scenes by people who do not wish to
be known or exposed to harassment
by other Gay people, especially by
self-appointed Gay leaders. As a
result, Gay 'spokespeople' are dis-
connected from their constituency.”
Goodstein described "movement peo-

‘ple” as men and women who "appear
. unemplovable, unkempt and neurotic

to the point of megalomania."

Gay Community News for February
28 reported that among the thirty
or forty persons Goodstein has in-
vited to the conference are such
"Gay 'spokesneople'" as Massachu-

-setts State Representative Elaine

Noblz, Jean O'Learvy and Bruce
Voeller of the Wational Gay Task
Forcas, Chris Pattie of Connecti-
cuts Sexual Orientation Lobby, and
iMinnesota State Senator Allen
Spear. All plan to attend, accord-
ing to GCN. Philadelphia Gay Raider
Mark Segal was not among those in-
vited.

Goodstein also charged in his
editorial that the "silent major—
ity" does not support “"Gay 'spokes-
people’” for three reasons: first,
"our majority regards separatism,
including Lesbian separatism, as
counterproductive.™ "Secondly, Gay
men and women do not believe a- .
chievement of Gay civil richts has
anything to do with fascism, im-
perialism,; socialism, or other as-

from legislators or at least neutral-pects of Marxist rhetoric. They

izing them,"

Goodstein, described by The Wall
Stneet Journal (Nov. 3, 1375) as a
“43-year-old horse fancier” and "co-
founder of one of the first mutual
funds with a computer assisted port-
folio," bought The Advocate in 1974
fur "a reported $300,000 in cash -and
long-term notes.” Since then he has
moved the paper from Los Angeles to
San Mateo, near San Francisco, and
Pracipitated a dsbate among Califor-
nia Gay people about the paper's

politics and journalistic intentions. °

The desbate has now spread across:the
country. Critics contend that Good-

(Continued nei; column) _
3 3 3 3

are enraged by Gay contingents in
leftist and 'Third World' demo-
strations. Thirdly, our majority
regards the movement infighting
more as sions of egomania than any-
thing else.”

As the best examples of a new
Gay pride, Goodstzin cites "the
~many new, well-lighted, expensive-
ly decorated bars and clubs that
are rapidly rapla01ng the dlnqy
tOIIutS of old.”

Arguing-that'“We have to find
ways to encourage closeted. Gay peo-
ple to do what they can from the

(Continued on page 4)
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GOODST=In (Cont.’'d 4rom page 3)

safety of their closets,® Goodstein ith ragard to Goodstein's de-

also insists that "Wz must find ways fense of ths closat, the GAA state-
to keep the emcticnally disturbed ment comments: "The entire thrust
members of our community out cf of the mdvemant has been to create
stage~center roles and on the coun- the conditions in which ever great-
seling couches whére they belong." = er numbers of Gay people would feel
Styling hiiaself a veteran of the - they cculd come out publicly with-
movement, Goodstein concludes with out running the risk of losing

a request for help because "it's - their jobs, their friends, their
damn lonely on the front linss!” apartments, their livelihood. ‘Has

. ; this thrust been wrong? We don't:
Rzaction from Gay groups to Good- - think: so. In fact, we don't want to-

stein's editorial has been swift and see our sisters and brothers feel
strong. The New York Gay Activists obligated to continuz a closeted -
Rlliance has charged that ®"The aim = existence. We are doing evervthing
of Goodstein's piece was nct to open we can to break down the societal
up o .dialogue within the Gay move- - and psychological barriers to a
ment on whare it shculd be heading, free and open life for Gay people.
nor.to offer an’ analysis ©f the pres-

ent state of the movement. Its aim GCM¥ in a Februar¥'7.editoria1
was quite different: to drive a challenged Goodstein to name those

wedge between the activist wing of @ he had in mind when he described
the. movement and the rest of the Gay the leaders of the Gay movement.
community.® The GAA statement, en- The editorial also noted that five

titled "In Defense of the Gay Lib- east-coast writers~=-David Aiken of
eraticn Movement: An Open Letter to Vashington, D.C. Allen Young and
David Geoodstein and The Advocate ™ Cavid Brill of Massachusetts, and

went ¢n to score the paper for its  New York's Vito Russo and Arnie
éwindling coverage cof Gay activism. Kantrowitz--had signed a letter
It alsc attacked Gcedstein's choice condemning the Goodstein editorial
of the bars, rather than the repeal (Advocate contributing editor
of anti-Gay laws in many states and George Whitmore of llew York re-
citiss, ths growing number cf Gay . cently resigned in protest). In
marches and demonstrations, the the February 28 issue, GCN report-
growth of a Lesbian presence in the @d that its mail has been five to
women's movement, and the increasing one against Goodstein and in favor
number ¢f Gay groups throughcout the of the editorial. : ; :
country, as exawplcs cof Gay pride. . s , : ;
' ‘ o ; Taking issue with Goodstein's
(Continued naxt column) = - conference proposal to silence
HEEAAAAAAAA A A AR A A AR L AR A A A A A A A A A LA & those he designates "Gay spoilers,"
i * the California paper Newswest said,
' i o ; ©. . * "gurely, the man knows what would
THe CupzrLAND (owity CumiiDsEON * happen ‘to Freedom of the Press if
“. * a proportionately evil effort a-
By Susan . Hendenson * gainst inquiry were waged by the
: ' Bon S : * Establishment--to say nothing of
* what could be done to crush the Gay

[This column generally repre- . * liberation movement and its lead-
sents the views of its auther * ers, including David Goodstein.
and not necessarily those of * What gives him the notion that he
the lMaine Gay Task Force or of * alonz would be spared from the
the Newsleifen staff. This . * beast which he proposes to unlcash?"
month, howesver, the- column re- * (February 6-February 9)
flects thoe Opinion“of:the»TaSk AAA AL AA AR AT R A XA LA A AR A A AR AR A AT AR % %

Force', as voted.upon in their.
monthly meeting.]

JUDAS ISCARIOT REDIVIVUS,
: = oK, ,
. The 01ld Viper-in-the-Bosom Hustle

Many years ago, so we are told by Aesop, an ancient Greek brother,
& shephard happened upon a snake lyving by the road. The snake was cold
and stiff and appeared to have ona foot in the crave (so to speak) and
the ‘other on a banana peel, The shepherd took pity on the beast and
put it down the front -of his tunic to keep it warm, thinking to revive
1t. Snekes,; as cold-blooded animals, take on the temperature of their
Surroundings, and in the shepherd's shirt-front, the viper warmed up
and took notice. Thercupon, it bit the shepherd, who promptly died.

(Continued on-pageiS)
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EDiIQRlAL (Cont.'d grom page 4)

Now, sisters and brothers, let us consider the story of the Advocate.
Back in the 1950's, that far-from-best of all possible worlds, there was
a little four-page Gay news-sheet called the Advocate, similar in its
humble beginnings to Gay Communify News or MGTFN. It was put out in dead-
ly secret and distributed by underground methods. Gay people, thirsting
for positive news of their own kind, took it to their hearts. As civil-
rights consciousness grew, Gay people began to band together to fight for
their rights and work to improve the quality of Gay life. Gay pride grew,
and more and more Gay people dared to buy the Advocafe, and were hearten-
ed by what they read therein. The Advocatfe flourished. like the green bay
tree.

Then, on 14 January, 1976, the new owner of the Advocate, David Good-
stein, bit the movement that had nourished his paper and made it possible
for him to make money from it. He declared that the "silent majority"”
(remember that phrase, folks?) of Gay people wish to remain closeted, re-
sent being associated with radical and civil-rights causes and consider
Gay leaders “unemployable, unkempt, and neurotic to the point of megalo-
mania." He measured Gay progress by the nember of "new, well-lighted, ex-
pensively decorated bars and clubs that are rapidly replacing the dingy
toilets of old." '

Now, heaven knows, there is plently of room for criticism in the Gay
movement; Yours Truly gets her name in print every month as a critic.
However, there is a world of difference between honest criticism and crit-
icism used as a weapon to destroy the Movement. Some of Goodstein's
statements are patently unfair innuendo, such-as his implication that Gay
people fear exposure by movement activists. He follows this by declaring
that it has been Advocafe policy never to reveal the name of any person
who does not wish it. Well, that has been the policy of every Gay paper
and virtually every activist, including MGTF and its newsletter. Good-
stein is doing nothing that the activists he affects to distrust are not
also doing. This is a classic example of the damaging half-truth. Other
statements, such as the declaration that Gay people are "enraged by Gay
contingents in leftist and 'Third World' demonstrations," are appeals to
the worst prejudices among us, to racism and Red-baiting. Every civilized
Gay person ought to care about discrimination against Blacks, Native
Americans, and other peoples, even as we have been discriminated against.
(I say nothing of sexism, for the Feminist cause and ours are one and the
same. )

Racism, sexism, and class prejudice have no place in a democratic
society, and it behooves all of us to search our own hearts and educate
these noxious prejudices out of ourselves. As for leftists, we ought nev-
er to forget the debt we owe to the radicals amongst us, for it is they
who come up with many of the new ideas that benefit us, and who are first
to put their bodies on the line for others' benefit.

As for being "unemployable [and] unkempt," this is not necessarily
anything to be ashamed of, given homophobia and the state of the economy.
The people who fought at Stonewall were not Wall Street brokers in Brooks
Brothers suits; they were drag queens and poor Gays. Most of them probab-
ly couldn't afford a subscription to the Advocate, but they sparked an
upsurge in a movement that has built community services, fought legal and
legislative battles, and made homosexuality a topic of open discussion
where it was once unmentionable, surely a more worthy measure of Gay ad-
vancement than a body-count of well-lighted, expensively decorated bars.
One does not have to be a radical to find Goodstein's crass materialism
appalling. And as far as megalomania goes, a person with-an ego as big as
Goodstein's has no call to point the finger, as we shall see.

Hard upon the heels of this editorial came the news that Goodstein
had organized a select conference, by invitation only, to meet in Chica-
go. The prospectus got into the hands of a latter-day Daniel Ellsherg and
was sent to Gay groups across the country; its authenticity is beyond
douot. Now, any one may call a conference and invite whatever elite one
pleases; the result is likely to be as significant as the Debutantes'
Ball. However, two features of the prospectus are blood-chilling. The
first is the proviso that nothing will be discussed that has not been
submitted for the agenda in writing beforehand, and that Goodstein will
be the arbiter of who and what gets on the floor. This could just mean
that Brother Goodst2in wants an interrupted opportunity to sing and
dance, but it sounds suspiciously like thought control.

{Continued on page 6) -
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EDITORIAL (Conitinued from page 5)

The other show-stopper is the agenda section, "Dealing with Gay
Spoilers.” The program sounds horribly reminiscent of Nazi tactics--that
is a sensationalist comparison, true, but it is also accurate. The Nazis
had short methods of dealing with people they disapproved of. One of
their earliest acts was to burn the magnificent Gay library of Dr. Magnus
Hirschfeld, one of the leading lights of the nineteenth-century Gay
Rights movement in Germany. Hirschfeld himself was beaten up by Nazi
thugs in Vienna and left for dead. An attempt by any Gay person to si-
lence others, as Newswesf said, is a dangerous example.

One is at a loss to understand what Goodstein is trying to accom-
plish. It appears that he wants to insinuate himself and other "respect-
able" Gays into the good graces of conservatives in power. If so, he is
leaning on a weak reed that will pierce his hand. Marshal Ernst Rohm, a
homosexual Nazi, thought he had done the same--until the Night of the
Long Knives, when Hitler ordered the murder of Gay Nazis and others out
of favor with the ruling clique. Rohm was chief among the victims. Good-
stein should know better; rumor has it that he was unwelcome on "Wall
Street” when his homosexuality was discovered. Talk about kissing the
hand that just gave you a beating!

The Advocate, in this observer's opinion, has not improved since
Goodstein's take-over. The Trader Dick section, composed of sleazy sex
ads, has expanded from a few pages to half of the paper. News coverage
has shrunk, to be replaced by Southwest-oriented features about bars and
vacation spots. Intellectual content is fairly adequate, but advertising
crowds the entire copy. Its motto to the contrarv notwithstanding, the
Advocate doesn't touch the lifestyle of most Maine Gays--only a few is-
sues ago, there was a feature on skiing which gave a bare paragraph to
all of New England. Most Maine Gays could not afford the products and
businesses advertised (even supposing they were not all located in the
Southwest) , and those who can hopefully have the good taste not to (Lock-
er Room cologne, indeed!) Goodstein, however, has only contempt for poor
people. In a friendly interview in Vecftor (December, 1975), the inter-
viewer remarked that Goodstein's most vocal critics "would never think
about putting the 50¢ in the machine" [for a copy.] Goodstein replied,
“Tough. They also can't afford to buy what our advertisers want and do a
whole lot of other things in this world." So there, all vou CGrant's em-
ployees, out-of-work fisherpeople, woodcutters, welfare mothers, etc. See
what you have to look forward to when David Goodstein touches your life-
style? ‘

I could rant at length on this topic, but I have an incipient rebel-
lion on my own hands. My unkempt, unemplovable, megalomanical cats have
just delivered a non-negotiable demand. I am to stop lining their litter
box with the Trader Dick section of the Advocate that we get in exchange
for our Newsletter. In fact, the brown tabby (who has been teaching the
black and white kitten that they are descended from the Sacred Cats of
Egypt and should properly expect to be worshipped) informed me that if I
do not accede forthwith, he will transact his business on the besdroom
rug. The rebellion should be short-lived, however. When the Advocate
staff gets hold of this editorial, there may not be any more Trader Dick
sections from exchange, and I am certainly not going to climb up to Con-
gress Street and shell out seventy-five cents tp have my lifestyle missed
by a mile.

[Ed. note: The staff of the Newsleftfer welcomes comment from readers con-
cerning the David Goodstein/Advocate controversy. Letters on the subject
should be addressed to "Editorial Staff, MGTF Newsletter, Box 4542, Port-
land, Maine 04112 Back issues of the Advocafe are available in the MGTF
office at 193 Middle St., 4th floor, Portland or may be purchased on the
newstand at Russell's store on Monument Square, Portland.]

coaqa0000 0000000 0000000 0000000 : 0000000 oo0o0

NEW ENGLAND GAY CONFERENCE place at the Clark University Aca-
demic Center. A keynote speech will
WORCESTER, MASS.--Gay people at open the conference on Saturday at
Clark University and the Worcester 10 AM. A dance on Saturday evening
Gay Community will host this year’s as well as other entertainment is

New England Gay Conference to be being planned. Housing will be avai-
held the weekend of lMarch 26-28. The lable, though limited. Persons seek-
conference theme is "Our Diverse ing additional info should contact:
Selves," and workshops will take G.P.C., Box A-70, Clark Univ., %Worc.
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HISTORY (Cont.'d from Fiont Page}

The only un»wulvocal references to hormosexuality in the 01d Testa-
ment are in the Book of Lev1t1cus.,nale homosexuallty is labeled an.,
abomination to be punished by death. In Leviticus, the Lord also de-
crees death for anyone that "curseth his father or mother,” for adul-
tery, and for: any divorced. person who remarries. These prohibitions are
onlg a few of many to be found in Léviticus, yet they form the basis
for three tnous d vears of persecution of Gav p=2ople.

THE CHRISTIANS Jesus never alluded to homosexualltv. Only one figure
in the wew Testament is responsible for carrying the Jewish tradition
of homopaobia into Caristianity. This was Saint Paul, the vengeful rab-
bi who percecuted Christians until his sudden and hallucinatory conver-
sion--afterwhicih he began persecuting women and homosexuals with aqual
farvor. According to Paul, "neither fornicators, nor idolators, nor of-
feminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind" may inherit the king-.
dom of God. Paul also condemns liars, thicves, drunkards, men with long
hair, women with short hair, women who speak in church or pray with
their heads uncovered or who ara not 51lentlv obadient to their hus-
Lands. Paul was so anti-woman that he wroto in Corlnthlans 1-that it
is good for a man not to touch a woman. ”

domophobia haecame further ermbzdded in Christien theology:through.
the efforts of Saint Augustine, one of carly Catholicism's most promi-
nent philosophers. In 386 AD, Rugustine converted to Christianity at
the age of thirty-two after spending his yvouth in what he describes as
an “abyss of vileness." Like Saint Paul, Augustine had a distinct aver-
sion to sexualitv. Deriving any plecasure from sexuality he deemed sin-
ful. Homosaxuals, according to his Confessions ., arz polluted by perver-
sity and homosexuality was scen ns a foul offensz acgainst nature "to be
every where and at all times detested and punished.”

Christianity's homophobia was further enhanced by the Penitentials
[a set of church rules concerning the sacrament of voluntary punish-
ment] which appeared around the year 400. The Penitentials set forth
exact punishments for various sexual sins that ranged from kissing to
bestiality. The penalty for sodomy could be from three to thirty years
of penance and might involve fasting, vigil,; exile, or exclusion from
communion. Thza first Penitential to mention Lesbianism was written sev-
eral hundred years later by Archbishop Theodore of Canterbury, who died
in 690. Lesbians, according to Theodore, we subject to three years pen-.
ance. - :

Catholicism did not davelop a rationale for its opunishment of homo-
sexual conduct until the thirteenth centurv when Thomas Aquinas wrote
his Summa Thaeologica. Saint Thomas, expandlng on Augustine, theorized
that God created sex only for the purpose of precreation. Sexual acts--
whether homosexual or heterosexual--for pleasure or any reason other
than procreation were therzfore “"unbecoming and-a species of lust,”
which is contrary to "right rzason.” In addition to heing contrary to
right reason, Thomas singled out homosexual acts as being contrary to
the "natural order of things.” Being contrary to reason and naturg, he
wrote, made this sin the gravest of all. At the Council of Trent in
1563, the arguments of Augustine and Aduinas were crystalized into
Catholic dogma and bacame unshakeaole law for the faithful.

THE ROMANS Sccular homophobia, as far as we can tell, begins with tha
Romens, who ware the first to enact laws against homosexuality. By the
year 226 BC the Llex Scantinda had been promulgated, making malz2 homo-
sexual practices criminal. This law remained dormant, however, and ap-
parently was not enforced. honosexuallty did not attract the attention
of the Roman legislators again until 18 BC. In that vear, Julluq Caesar
decreed the Llex Julia de Adulteriis which prohibitad married persons
from engaging in homosaxual acts. Under the Llex Julia,-th2 uppner class-
28 ware sugject to forfeiture of one-half of their oroverty and common-
ers ware subject to corporesal punishment and possible banishment. This
law was intendeéd to nrotect the institution ‘of marriage rather than
proscribe homosaxual conduct and in any evant was probablv not enforced
in view of the documented pravalance of homosexuality during the next
fow centuries. It was not until the Christianization of the Roman Em-
Pire that numos >xuals pecame actively persccuted.

In the fourth chnturv. Chrlstlanlty became the ‘dominant religion of
the Roman Empire under the Emperor Constantine. Until this time the
Greco—-Roman world gencrally had treated the homosexual with tolerance

(Continued on page 8)
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HISTORY (Cont.'d from page 7)

and, in some instancaes, accantance. With the unholy union of church and
state, however, homophobia tock off with a vengeance. In 341, shortly
after the Christianizaticn of Rome, Constantine's sons decreed that
“the laws be armed with an avenging sword, that these infamous perscons
who are now, or hereafter may be; guilty [of homosexual acts] mav be
subject to exquisite punishment.’ 2nd in 390, Valentian II, Theodosius
and Arcadius enacted another law commanding that homosexuals "shall
expiate [atone] a crime of this kind in avenging flames in the sight of
the pecple.” The codification of Roman law by Theodosius in 438 and by
Justinian in 529 retained the dsath by burning penalty. Justinian, how-
ever, issued two edicts in 538 and 545 which kept the death penalty in-
tact but offerad mercy tc thecse who would repent from their "wicked"
Ways. : ,

HENKY THE EIGHTH ©Under the early English legal system, moral offenses
were within the jurisdiction of the Church. Punishment for homosexual
acts varied considerably, depending upon the particular offense. Pun-
ishments included exile, castration, flogging and--most commonly--pen-
ance. The death penalty remained a possibility but the ecclesiastical
courts lacked authority to impose such a punishment and were obligated
to relinguish offenders to the civil courts for capital punishment.
Such relecase to the civil courts is thought to have been quite uncom-
mon. Early English legal treatises, howevar, invariablv mention some
form of death penalty as the proper punishment for homosexuals. Accord-
ing to Matthew Bacon's 1736 Abaidgement of English Law, the practice at
the time of Richard the First was to hadng a man and drown a woman found
guilty of this offecnse. Other 2arly treatises refer to burning or bury-
ing alive as the proper method of exescution.

Homophobia was secularized by Henry VIII who, in 1533, decreed the
first law against homosexuality in thie Anglo-American legal system.
This statute, after stating that "there is not yet a sufficient punish-
ment appointed for the detestable and abominable vice of buggery® pre-
scridbed death without benecfit of clergv and losz of property for those
convicted of the crime. Benafit of clergy was a lesgal concent prevalent
at the time which allowed those convicted of a capital offense for the
first time to go free by invoking the "benefit of clergy." Homosexuals
were denied this advantage. It is thought that this law resulted from
Henry's efforts to reduce the power of the Church. The phrase "there is
not yct sufficient punishment” suggests that the Church was reluctant
to seczk the death penalty by relinquishinc offenders to the civil
courts,

The law was amended in 1548 by Edward VII who retained the death
penalty for those convictad but abolished the provision that required
the confiscation of proparty. This law was repealed in 1553 by Queen
Mary in an effort to restore power to the Catholic Church. Then in 1562
Blizabeth the First resinstatad the law. The Act reinstating the law
said that the carlier repeal had made "evil-disposed perscns the more
bold to commit the most horrible and detestable vice of buggery afore-
said, to the highest displeasure of almighty God."

The death penalty was enforced periodically over the next 300 years.
Among those executed were the Earl of Castlehaven in 1631, the Bishop
of Waterford in 1640, an 9Oxfcrd clergyman in 1739, an actor in 1742,
and 2lso a woman, Mistress Clap, in 1742, In the nineteenth century an
army trocper caught with the Irish Bishop of Clogher, but not the Bish-
op, was executed in 1822, and two laborers were reported executed in
1860. The death penalty was repealed in 1861 and life imprisonment be-
came the mandatory santence. After 1860, however, the courts generally
imposed a lesser penalty of 10 yzars for attempted sodomy and 2 vears
for procuring rather than life impriscnment. In 1967, the United King-
dom finally repealed its laws against sexual acts between consenting
adults, : :

MASSACHUSETTS AND MAINE Colonial government in America was established
by charters issued by the British Crown. These charters gave the Gov-
eérnor and Council of each colony the authority to establish its own
laws. Initially, the colonies relied on the laws of England but grad-
ually created their own legal codes during the seventeenth centurv.

Massachusetts wrote the first colonial legal code, in 1641, known
as the Bodye of Liberties. Its provision on sodomy is directly from
Leviticus: "If any man lyeth with mankind as he lyeth with a woman,

(Continued on page 9)
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both of them have committed abomination, [and] they shall surelv be put
to death." In 1646 the law was amendad to exclude children under the
age of 14 and persons who were forced to commit the offen At some
point between 1672 and 1804 the law was changed to »rohibit the "crime
against nature“ and provided for a maximum venalty of up to 20 vears in
prison. Massachusetts law prese ntly provides for & fine of up to $1009
or up to 5 years in prison. It is not thought to - -be. r1q1dlv enforced
among consenting adults in private, howe 2Vers :

e.

Maine ssparated from Massachusetts and b came a state in 1820. In
1821 .iaine established its first law against homosexuality, which read
in part: "That if any man shall commit the crime against nature with a
man cor male child,” he shall b2 punished by solitary confinement for up
tc one year and aubquuent confinement at hard labor for up to 10 vears.
3ex among Lesbians was not ille gal in Maine until 1840 when the law was

changed to provide up to 10 years imprisonment, but without the hard

labor «
able crime against nature.” The
substantially thes same as it re

law

It is int;rcsting to note that the
disgusting to require other definition,”
The Court has added:

Judicial Court.
of the crime but with due rzgard to

ad in 18490.

or solitary conflnbmcnt for any person "convicted of the detest-

in force todav and up to April 1 is
i
“crime against-nature" is "too
according to Maine's Supreme

" mya statute fines no definition
the sentiments of decent humanity

treats it as one not fit to bu narizd, leaving the record undeflled by

the details of different acts
Under the new criminal code.
with these details any longar.

hich

[Note: Much of thc religious infor-
mation for this article was taken
from an excellent review by iMarilyn
Riley on “The Lesbian Mother and
Her Right to Child Custody;” June,
1975, San UDiego Law Review.] ° §

_Summary of New Laws

Rape =

~-Saxual intercourse with another

under the age of 14, or using force
or threat of scrious injury. Class
A crime. :

Gross Scxual Misconduct:

~-Sexual act with onother using
force or thrcat of serious lnjury.
Class A crims,

exual act with another unuer the
age of 14. Class A crimz,

--Sexual act where other posrson's
ability to consent is impaired or

=

if any threat is used, Class B or €

dapending on the circumstances

Szxual Abuse of linors:
~TIf you are over 18, sexual rela-
tions with someone betwean 14 and
16 who is 5 vears younger, than you.
Class U crime. ;

UnlawfulAgpxugl Cp}ﬁgct

--Any touching of another's geni-
tals, directly or through clothing
for thc purpose of sexual arousal,
without implied or sxpress consent.
Class D crime., If the person is un-
dar 14 and the actor is 3 years
olderx, it is a'Class ¢ crime. =

Prostitution:
»~Promot1ncAprnst1tu+lon is-a’
Class D crime. Bngaging in prosti-

9 : 9
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may constitute the perversion.”

thu Court will not have to concern itszlf

khkkkhkhkh® khkkkkdk '*******
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tution is a Class E crima.
Public Indecency:

--Encaging in a sexual act in a
public place or exposing one's
genitals in a oublic place under

circumstances likely to affront

‘others or to a person under 12 is

a Class E crime.

Panalities:

Class A = 10-20 yesars
= B = 5-10 '
" C = 1-5; and/or $1000
"' D= 6 mos.-1 vear; and/or
$500
& E = up to 6 mos. and/or
$250
khkkkkh%k EE R E 5 kkxk Kk khk XA A XX AN
Xk hkhk ki kkkkkk d*hkkhhihik

A NOTE FROM THE EDITORS

Sevenat months ago, we noted 4in
theée pages that the amount of
neaden contributions in the form
of submitted arnticles (on ‘comment)
was somewhat Less than overwhelm-
ing. Happily, we are now able o
observe that a number of people

‘ane beginning to send us thein
“thoughts,

views , experndiences, eftc.
fon inclusion in the News Letten.

Howevern, this Long-awaited wind-
ﬁaLﬁ A4 not without accompanyding
hassifes: szems that most of the
contnibutons banely meet, and 4n
many cases, miss the Yows Letten
deadline. We ask that ALL persons
note and adhene to the deadline
that appears on the Bits page.
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