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The skills that this conference will touch on will enable and empower 
the participants: empower them to move forward, to make decisions, 
to make more decisions, to organize their lives better and easier, and 
to take more control of their lives. We think that they will go away 
from the conference with enough information, and with enough of the 
skills needed to tackle the issues that may not have been clear to them 
until now. Sometimes, just knowing that others are struggling with the 
same things in their lives is encouragement enough. 

Don' t get the wrong idea; the conference won't be all work. The PW A 
Coalition has put together an information packet for conference-goers 
that will introduce them to everything happening in Portland during 
that weekend. Maps of Portland attractions, entertainment, hotels, 
and meeting places will be included in the packet. In addition, several 
break periods are scheduled during each day of the conference to allow 
for refreshments and discussion. All meals are included in the 
conference. Meals are being provided throughout the weekend by the 
PW A Coalition of Maine, Portland, and the Immanuel Baptist church 
of Portland. 

The NAPW A conference is being limited to a total of 50 people. 
Registration is required by May 3, 1991. To guarantee space, I 
suggest that you get your registration form in quickly, as the spaces 
will be filled quickly. Conference registration and a Conference 
schedule is included in the information on page 6 in the center portion 
of this newsletter. 

AIDS can be a very lonely disease. To be able to pick up the pieces 
of your life and go on is probably the biggest test of all. 
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ALMOND EYES 
by the mother of a child with AIDS 

"Somehow I knew 

She had AIDS." 

In 1986 my boyfriend's family called me to tell me he was dying of 
AIDS, and I should get tested. In 1986 the doctors didn't think that 
I would test positive for the AIDS antibodies, because women just 
didn't get AIDS. 

I called my doctor and set a date to be tested. After two weeks, my 
doctor's office called me and told me I should come in for the test 
results. They told me I had AIDS and that I had one year to live. 

After hearing I had AIDS, I had another worry, my daughter, who had 
been born during our relationship. The doctors felt, due to the fact that 
she was two years old and still alive, there was no way she could have 
been exposed to the HIV virus. Maybe because I wanted to believe that 
she was safe, I didn't push the matter further. 

In January, 1987, my little girl became sick. I took her to the doctor 
and was told she had the flu. I went home and watched her get worse. 
Two weeks went by, she was no better. I took her back to the hospital. 
This time I told them her father was dying of AIDS and I bad tested 
positive for the virus, and this time I wanted her tested. I was sure, 
somehow, that she, too, had AIDS. 

The hospital put us in a part of the hospital that was no longer being 
used. After two hours in this empty room, they found a doctor who 
would treat my daughter. He was a very caring man, decided to admit 
her to the hospital, and ran the battery of HIV tests. After four days 
she was well enough to go home. 

A week later we went for the results of the tests. The doctor told me 
her test showed she had been exposed to the virus. I thought my world 
had come to an end. I was told my daughter was going to die. 

I knew I had to stay alive to keep her alive. My little girl became very 
sick, but fought off the illnesses. 

Continued to page 3 
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