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Aft.Vt 17 ye.o.Jr.J.:,, bill paMu p!to.te.c.ting .tub,lan.6 & gayme.n 

At lpm Wednesday,,, Novembet 15, Massachusetts became the second 
state in the United States to guarantee basic civil rights 
p~otection to gaymen and lesbians as Governor Michae1 Dukakis 
signed the bill into law. 

Victory in the Massachusetts Legislature came Monday, November 6 
at 2:30pm as the Senate voted 21-9 not to reconsider its earlier 
vote to enact the bill. In the final debate, State Senator 
Edward Kirby cited an impending "end of civilization" if the 
bill became law. 

The Massachusetts law extends equal protection to gaymen and 
lesbians in cases of discrimination in the areas of credit, 
housing, public accormnodations, and employment. Amendments to 
the enacted bill forbid foster care placements which are "harmful 
to children, 11 note that the bill does not legitimate lesbian or 
gay marriages, and exempts religious institutions from the 
law's provisions. The term "sexual orientation", as used in 
the bill, excludes sex with "a minor child as the sex object." 
The bill also states that no part of the law is intended to 
show "approval or endorsement of homosexuality or bisexuality. 11 

Wisconsin, which passed a "gay rights bill" in 1982, provides 
legal protection in housing, public accommodations, and employment. 

The Massachusetts victory is seen as a boost for efforts to 
pass similar legislation in Maine, Vermont, Rhode Island and 
Connecticut. 

The political right in Massachusetts, after passage of the bill, 
threatened a statewide referendum to nullify the law. However, 
their attempt to overturn the law by placing a referendum question 
on the 1990 ballot has been rejected by the Massachusetts 
Attorney General's Office. That state's chief law enforcer 
received a referendum petition December 7. But according to 
Massachusetts law, matters that relate to religion are excluded 
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"I gave my lover everything, 
including AIDS." RG

BOX 524?, STATION C 
MONTREAL H2X 3M4 
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If the gay community is to survive this 
epidemic, we must give up Unsafe Sex. 
Most of us already have. 
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NORTHERN LAMBDA NORD (NLN! CP POB 900. 
Caribou, Ma,. ,.:. J473e u'SA Gay-Lesbian 
P'loneline/Te c;31 2:- 498-2008 
AROOSTOOK 4REA GAY/LESBIAN AA GROUP meets 
,,eekly in Ma:-::.\ask.a contact Northern L:'imbda Nord 
10, inforrna11 ~ 

BANGOR ARE> GAY-LESBIAN-STRAIGHT COALITION 
,3AGLSC ::=:::~eis· : o 87 Sunset Str,i:, Brewer 
'.,1412 
DOWNEAST L:SBIAN GAY ORGANIZATION IDELGOI 
co Unitarian :·urcr, , ~26 Union S1ree1, Ba.rigor 04401, 
2071942-6503 
0/GNITY/MAI\E Ca1• •c group, POB 8113 Penland 
0-1104 
FREOERICTO~ LESBIANS ANO GAYS IF.AG} P08 
1556. Station s Freoe,,cton E3B 5G2. 500 .\57 2156 
GAIS ET LESB•ENNES OE MONCTON/GAYS AND 
LESBIANS OF 'AONCTON IGLMI CP 'POE 7102 
Riverview El E · :O, 5C6 858-1013 . 
GAYILESBIAI\ A.LLJANCE University of Sc·..11hern 
Maine, 92 Bec-~rd Sireet. Portland 04102. 2071780~4085 
GROUPE GAIE OE L'UN/VERSITE LAVAL •GGULI CP 
2500, Pavilion _-;m1ew Cite Universitaire. Sainte-Foy 
Ouebec G1K "" 418 648-2751 
HARBOR MASTERS, INC. leather-IP.vi gro, ... o. POB 
4044, Portlana :..! 104 
LESBIAN/GAY COMMITTEE. MAINE CHAPTER. 
NATIONAL ASSOC/A TION OF SOCIAL WORKERS 
POB 5112, Sta~ ,n A, Portland 04101 
MAINE BISEXUAL PEOPLE'S NETWORK POB 1792, 
Portland 0410' .:.o71780-4085 !leave messa,~-!l 

MAINE LESBIAN FEMINISTS POB 125, Belfast 04915 
MAINE LESBIAN/GAY POLITICA L ALLIANCE POB 
232. Hallowell 04347 
NEW BRUNSWICK COALITION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
REFORM/LA COALITION POUR LA REFORME DES 
DROITS DE LA PERSONNE OU NOUVEAU· 
BRUNSWICK POB/CP 1556. Stalion/Succursale A, 
Fredericton E3B 5G2 
OUR PAPER: A Voice for Lesbians and Gaymen in 
Maine published monthly, $12 for one-year subscriptior. 
POB 10744. Portland 04104 
OUTRIGHT: Portland Alliance of Gay & Lesbian Youth 
POB 5028. Station A, Penland 04101 
WILDE-STEIN CLUB Memorial Union, University of 
Maine, Orono 04469 
WOMLAND TRUST Womn Owning Maine Land Trus: 
POB 55. Troy 04987 

AIDS information SIDA 
MAINE A/OS-line 1-800/861-AIOS 1-24371 (Portland 
775-1267), Monday.Friday 9am-5pm, Monday & 
Wednesday 6-9pm, Saturday 10am· 1 pm 
NEW BRUNSWICK A IDS-line/La /igne SIDA 
NOUVEAU-BRUNSWICK 1-800/561-4009 !Fredericton 
459 75181 

COMMUNIQUE s publtshed ten ttmes yearly by 
Northern Lambda Nord, an organization serving rhe 
Lesbian-Gav-Bisexual communirv of nonhern Maine and 
northwestern New Brunswick (Aroostook-vladawaska 
Victoria-Carleton CounriesJ SUBSCRIPTIONS $10 per 
year NLN MEMBERSHIP $15 per year, which includes 
a subscnption. U.S. and Canadian funds are accepted a, 
par Low-income people may make arrangements to pay 
m installments. NLN is a non-profit organization; all 
donations are U. S tax-deductible. Advertising rares in 
COMMUNIQUE are available upon requesr Your 
comments and contributions are welcome 
COMMUNIQUE publuJ dix to,s par annee par Northern 
Lambda Nord, une organisation pour la communaure 
lesb1enne-gaie-bisexue//e au nord-ouesr du Nouveau­
Brunsw,ck et au nord du Maine (/es comu!s Madawaska­
V1ctoria-Carleron-Aroosrook). ABONNEMENTS $10 par 
,mnee. COT/SA TJON NLN • $15 pa, annde, dans lequel 
me/us la subscr,prion. Les fonds E-U et canadiennes 
sont accep1es au par. Ceux qw ont de la adficulte" 
financierement, des paiements a terme peux erre 
orgamsee. NLN est une organisation c1 but non-lucratd, 
routes donations sont taxe deductible aux E-U 
seulement. Les tarifs de publlc,re dans le COMMUNIQUE 
sont d1sponable Vos commenta/fes er conrr1but1ons sont 
!es bienvenue 




