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INTRODUCTION.

H ISTORY is a record of human experience. Human acts are its

sources, its forces, its substance, its soul. Individual life is its
unit; collective biography its sum total. This book is an effort to
preserve some of the staple facts in the lives of the men and women
of Kennebec county. Those who have attempted such work know
its difficulties; those who have not cannot snderstand them.

Early local history is, at best, but a collection of memories and tra-
ditions, with an occasional precious bit of written data. Of necessity,
such chains have many missing links. The questioner is so frequently
told that had he but come ten—or twenty—years ago, such and such
an one, now gone, could have told him so much. Those people then
would surely have said the same of their predecessors. So if, for the
printed page, we get what we can when we can, the reader has the
best obtainable.

Happily, both in character and extent, the matter here given
greatly excels the original expectations and plans of the publishers.
In addition to the historical matter, in which they take genuine pride,
they regard as of great importance the genealogical and biographical
matter.

The facts of life and generation are beyond question of superla-
tive worth. There is no more significant tendency of civilization than
the growing attention paid to making more detailed records of family
statistics. Scarcely a New England family of long, vigorous con-
tinuance can be found, some loyal member of which has not—at great
cost of time and often of money—prepared an approximate genealogy.
Every effort at local history puts in imperishable form the priceless
annals of the past. The recollections and experiences taken from
the lips of the aged is so much rescued from oblivion. Every promi-
nent figure in the realms of business, science, art or’ profession has
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passed through the uneventful periods of childhood and youth, often

in some obscure locality; and there is not a town in Kennebec county
whose pride in having produced and whose interest in watching or

relating the careers of its honored sons and daughters do not still
make its air richer and its sunshine brighter,

While writing these last lines on a winter’s day near the cloge of
the second year of labor on the work in hand, we wish in behalf of
their posterity, whom we have tried to serve, to thank the good people
of Kennebec who have so kindly and faithfully codperated with us in
every way to make this volume worthy of its title. Besides to twenty
writers whose names these chapters bear, we gladly acknowledge our
obligation to more than twenty hundred who have, in personal inter-
views or in correspondence, or both, done what they could to leave
for coming times this record of their county’s past—this monument
to what it is.

AUGUSTA, ME., V/ _J—{’ o
DECEMBER, 1892, & . /? %
74 .
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HISTORY OF KENNEBEC COUNTY.

CHAPTER L

GENERAL VIEW.

By HirAM K. MORRELL,

Geographical and Astronomical Position.—Rocks.—Fossils.—Clay-beds.—Drain-
age,—Streams.—Ponds.—Hills.—Climate.—Kames.—Shell Deposits.—Min-
eralogy.—Primitive and Present Forests.—ILandscapes.—Game.—Fishes.
HAT portion of south-central Maine now embraced within the

county of Kennebec—lying on either side of the Kennebec

river and almost wholly drained by its tributaries—has an area
of nearly a half million acres. Its southern boundary, thirty miles
from the ocean, is in north latitude, 44°, whence it extends northward
to 44° 31’. It is from twenty to thirty-five miles wide, lying between
meridians 69° 20’ and 70° 10/, west. Its greatest diameter from north-
east to southwest is 48.5 miles. With the ultimate purpose of tracing
the course of human events within this territory, our more immediate
purpose in this chapter is to consider the county as a physical struc-
ture, regardless of its occupancy by man.

The indications of a glacial period are probably as well shown in
this county as anywhere in Maine. Underlying the modified drift
are often found masses of earth and rocks mingled confusedly
together, having neither stratification nor any appearance of having
been deposited in water. These are the glacial drift, or ti/. 'This
drift frequently covers the slopes, and even the summits, of the
greater elevations. It contains bowlders of all diameters up to forty
feet, which have nearly all been brought southward from their native
ledges, and can be traced, in some instances, for a hundred miles,
southward or southeastward. Wherever 77/ occurs, the ledges have
mostly been worn to a rounded form, and, if the rock be hard, it is
covered with long scratches, or strie, in the direction of the course
taken by the bowlders. Geology now refers these to a moving ice-
sheet which spread over this continent from the north, and was of
sufficient thickness to cover even Mount Washington, to within 800

1



2 HISTORY OF KENNEBEC COUNTY.

feet of its top. This ice-sheet was so much thicker at the north than
in this latitude that its great weight pressed the ice steadily onward
and outward to the south-southeast. The termination of this ice-sheet
in the Atlantic, southeast of New England, was probably like the
present great ice-wall of the Antarctic continent.

Of Maine as a whole the rocks are both wetanorphic (7. ¢., changed
from the original sandstones, shales, conglomerates and limestones by
the action of heat, water and chemical forces into other kinds of rock
than their first character) and fossi/iferous. These metamorphic strati-
fied rocks occur: gneiss, mica schist, talcose schist, steatite, and ser-
pentine, the saccharoid limestone, clay slate, quartz, and conglomer-
ates, jasper, siliceous slate, and hornstone. The unstratified rocks are
mostly granite, sienite, protogine, porphyry, and trap or greenstone.

The fossiliferous rocks are Paleozoic, except some marine alluvial
deposits, and represent the Lower Silurian, Upper Silurian, Devon-
ian, and Drift and Alluvium groups. These formations have been
studied but superficially, as yet, by scientific men; Prof. C. H.
Hitchcock, however, gives this arrangement: Champlain clays, terti-
ary; Glacial drift, till; Lower Carboniferous or Upper Devonian;
Lower Devonian, Oriskiny group; Upper Silurian; Silurian and Cam-
brian clay slates; Cambrian and Huronian with Taconic; Montalban;
Laurentian; Granite; Trap and altered slates. The topographical
survey by the government is not yet published, and Prof. W. S.
Bayley, of Colby University, says that not even a nucleus of a repre-
sentative collection of the minerals of the state exists anywhere in it,
although Maine possesses unique minerals unknown elsewhere.

The accepted theory of many geologists, among them Miller,
Lyell and Darwin, is that there was a time during the Pleistocene
period when most of this continent was under water; when the whole
of Kennebec county was submerged; and that millions of immense
icebergs were carried by the currents, bringing large bowlders frozen
firmly to their bottoms. These, passing over the submerged ledge,

“ground to impalpable powder that which, precipitated in layerson the
then ocean bottom, formed the clay layers of to-day. The subsequent
gradual elevation of the eastern coast of this continent left above tide
water many of the characteristics of the former ocean bottom, and
now at various depths below the surface layers of marine shells may
be found.

The surface in many sections is of slate of the lower Silurian
formation, which, having been ground to a fine paste, makes the gray
clay, frequently tinged with oxide of iron and containing fossil marine
shells. Where these clay-beds are deepest the clay is very salt and
sometimes contains water-worn pebbles, on some of which fossil
barnacles have been found. Under the gray clays is the blue clay
deposit, doubtless antedating them by many ages, and formed in part
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from the ocean ooze. These original clay deposits are thirty, sixty,
and in places, more than one hundred feet thick, through which the
streams have cut deep channels, leaving the clay hills of irregular
outline.

Of the county as a place of residence it hardly seems necessary
to speak. Those who have always lived in it show, from that faet,
their appreciation of it. Those who have gone from it have either
come back, or intend to, if they can. Those who have been away from
it and returned, think most of it, and the' more they have traveled,
the more they appreciate good “ Old Kennebec " as a home.

I was born in it and always lived in it except about two years in
Minnesota, and then I had a home here. I have been young and now
I am old, yet never have I seen the Kennebecker forsaken, nor his
seed begging bread—and never expect to—unless he is too lazy to
work. I have traveled in twenty-six states, both of the Canadas, New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, and I honestly, after mature deliberation,
believe that in no other land can one with honesty and thrift get more
of the good things of life—of all that makes life enjoyable to the hon-
est, intellectual man—than in Kennebec county. v

The county is one of the highly favored places of the world as to
its water and drainage systems. The splendid water power at Water-
ville, known as Ticonic (anciently spelled Teconnet) falls, is the head
of navigation for large boats.

The total fall of the Kennebec from the foot of Ticonic fallsto
Augusta is 36.6 feet. The dam at Augusta, which is passed by a lock,
makes still water for several miles. Just below Ticonic falls the
Sebasticook river, having drained Winslow, Benton and Clinton, and
many towns in Somerset county, joins the Kennebec near the old Fort
Halifax of 1746. The Messalonskee stream, having drained the lake of
the same name and five towns and several large ponds, at Oakland tuim-
bles in a beautiful cascade of forty feet and soon enters the Kennebec,
just below and opposite the mouth of the Sebasticook. Several large
brooks or streams, which would be called rivers in the western part of
the state, enter the Kennebec between Watervilleand Gardiner, where
the Cobbosseecontee—the prettiest, merriest and busiest of streams—
having drained the towns of Wayne, Winthrop, Monmouth, Litchfield
and West Gardiner, in Kennebec county, and several in Androscoggin
and Sagadahoc, after a vexed and troubled journey of a mile over
eight dams, with a fall of 128 feet, laughingly and gleefully enters
placidly the Kennebec.

The Cobbossee is the outlet of Cobbossee Great pond, which re-
ceives also the waters of Annabessacook and Maranocook ponds. It
also receives: the discharge from Lake Tacoma, or ‘ Shorey pond,”
Sand, Buker, Jimmy and Wood ponds, which are nearly on a level, and
known on the map as Purgatory ponds. It is one of the best and most
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available water powers in the state. Worromontogus stream, the out-
let of the pond of the same name—usually abbreviated to “ Togus "—
forms the line between Randolph and Pitiston, where it forms a valu-
able water power before its entrance into the Kennebec. The south-
ern and eastern portions of Pittston are drained by the Hastern river,
which joins the Kennebec at Dresden, opposite Swan island. 'Windsor
is drained by the eastern branch of the Sheepscot. The towns in the
extreme west of the county contain sixteen ponds which drain into
the Androscoggin. As a whole, the water that falls on Kennebec
county flows into the ocean through the Kennebec, for it receives all
of the water of the Androscoggin at Merrymeeting bay.

Of course this imperfect sketch of these leading drainage systems
gives but a faint idea of the water system of the county., On Half.
penny’s atlas of Kennebec county, some seventy-five named ponds are
laid down, which number of course does not include all. Some of
these ponds, several miles in extent, would be called lakes in other
places. Cobbossee Great pond forms the boundary,in whole or in
part, of five towns; and there are several others nearly as large. 1
will not consider the water powers of these ponds and streams, but
their natural beauties and attractions, I know them and love them,
but it will take an abler pen than mine to picture even a small part of
their loveliness. [If I cared to tempt the hunter and fisherman—but I
do not—1I could tell wondrous tales, and wondrous because they are
true, of the trout, black bass, white perch, pickerel, and many other
kinds of fishes I have seen, which were taken from our beautiful
brooks and ponds; and of the woodcocks, partridges, ducks and other
gamoe that others shot—others T say, for I never fired a gun in my life.

Orne can hardly go amiss, who seeks for pleasure with the gun' or
rod in almost any town in the county. It is the sportsman’s paradise.
But to me, and such as I, her ponds and cascades, her placid streams
and murmuring brooks, her ever-verdant fields and forest-clad hills,
have a deeper and nobler attracticn than merely as a haunt for the
slaver. If everybody saw the natural beauties of Kennebec county,
as the true lover of nature sees them, and enjoyed them as he enjoys
them, the county would not be large enough for those who would
want to live in it. She has no mountains to awe or weary the trav:
eler and take up the room of better scenery, but she has picturesque
hills and bluffs, overlooking smiling valleys, dotted with lovely vil-
lages; hills from which Mounts Kearsage, Washingten and the whole
Presidential range may be seen, as well as Mt Biue, Mt. Saddlehack,
Abraham, Bigelow and others. The views from Oak hill, in Litch-
field, and from Monmouth Ridge and Pease’s hill in Monmouth, Cross
hill in Vassalboro, Deer hill in China and Bolton hill in Augusta, are
as fine as one needs to see.

The climate is the best abused thing in -Maine, the abuse coming
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mostly from those who do not know what a good climate is. I used
to think that Maine was hardly decent for any man to attempt to live
in; but having spent three winters in Florida, and having sampled
the winter climate of the much bepraised western highlands of
Georgia, South Carolina and North Carolina, and spent nearly two
years in Minnesota and Iowa, I have come to the conclusion that Ken-
nebec county is the best county for me to live in, summer or winter.
There are some days in dog-days, and perhaps some weather in March
and November, that might be improved, but take it as a whole, one
season with another, Kennebec has as good a climate as any place in
the world; and her sons and daughters, physically, mentally and mor-
ally, will compare favorably with the men and women of any land.
We are too warm in winter, but the climate is not to blame for that.
Maine people keep themselves warmer in the winter than in summer.
We are far enough from the ocean to escape its damp, salt, chilly
air, yet near enough to temper our summer heat with the sea breezes.
For forty years our average annual rainfall, including melted snow,
has been 43.24 inches, which is about 35 per cent. in excess of six
other states west of Maine, where records have been kept. The mean
rainfall in Kennebec county, between May 3ist and September 14th,
is 11.11 inches; the winter precipitation is 10.13 inches, and that of
fall and spring 10.50 inches. Our rainfall is so evenly distributed that
the county rarely suffers from excessive storms, or from droughts.
In fine, if one cannot live here to a good old age, he is likely to die
young anywhere, and not necessarily because he is beloved of the
gods either. Octogenarians are common, and centenarians are by
no means rare. But one’s life in Kennebec county, be it longer or
shorter, is worth a good deal more than it would be anywhere else.
While the chief industrial wealth of Kennebec county is in her
agriculture and her varied manufactures noticed in subsequent chap-
ters, she also utilizes her disadvantages, and her frozen river and her
rocky hills become a source of employment for thousands, of business
and revenue to many, and of general welfare to the whole community.
Her ice business alone probably brings a million dollars a year to the
county, while her granite quarries furnish work for scores of skilled
laborers, and the leading cities of almost every state are proud of
their architectural specimens of the enduring productions of Ken-
nebec.
In general the river banks along the Kennebec are high, the soil
rocky or clayey, there being but few sections of alluvial soil along its
" banks, and these of small extent. The surface in Rome, Vienna, Mt.
Vernon and Fayette is broken, the soils rocky and strong. In Wins-
low the soil bordering the Kennebec and Sebasticook rivers is a fine,
deep loam; while the eastern part of the town is ledgy. In Litchfield
and West Gardiner are quite extensive tracts of light, plains land.
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Wayne abounds in large extents of blowing sands, soil largely com-
posed of fine sand, not containing sufficient clay or aluminous matter
to give them cohesion, and for years hundreds of acres of these shift-
ing sands have been moved by the winds, covering up other hundreds
of acres of valuable land. Her soils comprise specimens of almost
everything. In the main they are strong rather than deep; in many
sections ledgy, in some very rocky,in a few porous and light. In
places, glacial deposits have formed kames,” horse backs, or ridges of
sand. In others, fields buried in bowlders show where were ancient
moraines of the glacial period.

“In+ all the regions which in some former age were overrun by
glaciers, there are found certain curious ridges of sand, gravel or
pebbles, often in places where no ordinary stream could have flowed.
Because of their remarkable shapes and situations they have always
attracted attention wherever they are found, and hence they have re-
ceived many local names. They are known as kames in Scotland,
eskars in Ireland, aasar in Sweden, and in Maine they are called horse.-
backs, whalebacks, hogbacks, ridges, turnpikes, windrows and sad-
dles. A kame often spreads out into a very broad ridge or plain, also
into a series of ridges connected by cross ridges called plains or kame-
plains. They frequently contain conical or rounded depressions called
sinks, hoppers, pounds, kettles, bowls, punch-bowls, potash kettles, and
one at Bryant’s pond is known as the ‘Basin.’ The gravel stones
and pebbles in these formations are more or less washed and rounded,
like those found on the sea beach or in the beds of rapid streams. The
large pebbles are called cobble stones in the Middle states and pumple
stones in the East. Often there are gaps in these ridges, but when
mapped they are plainly seen to be arranged in lines or systems like
the hills in a row of corn.”

One of these kames forms both sand hills and plains in Wayne;
marked bluffs or hills of sand in Monmouth: and in Litchfield it forms
what is known as “ The Plains.” Professor Stone mentions one kame
as ‘“the eastern Kennebec system, that extends through Mayfield,
Skowhegan, Augusta, South Gardiner and beyond.” Thereis notrace
of it in Gardiner but a singular sugar-loaf shaped hill at South Gardi-
ner. This was noticed} by Reverend Mr. Bailey, of Pownalboro, over
a hundred years ago, and also a similar one across the river, a short
distance below. He thought they were the work of human hands.
Professor Stone’s theory is that these kames are the old beds of rivers
which ran on the surface of the ice in the glacial period, and formed
by their deposits these various phenomena. HHis theory, I think, is
generally adopted as the only one which accounts for them.

In Wayne and Mounmouth in some places these sands are shifted by
the wind, and beds of simply barren sand occur. At Augusta and

* The Kame theory was developed by George H. Stone, while a professor at
Kents Hill Seminary.

t Prof. George H. Stone, in Maine Farmer.
I Vide Frontier Missionary.
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Gardiner, along the river banks; in Winthrop and in other towns
marine fossil shells of living species are found, some of which species
are not now found so far south.

A scallop—~ZPecten Islandicus, a shell common to Newfoundland—has
been found at Gardiner. I once bored through 72 feet of clay in
Gardiner and struck what was undoubtedly river gravel. The line of
these fossil shells is as much as 150 feet above the present level of the
sea. These clay hills in many places have deep valleys between,
doubtless eroded in glacial times. In all these river towns there are
also high granite hills and bluffs, with the exception of Waterville,
where the lower Silurian slates outcrop. The oldest and newest
formations lie side by side, with no intermediate ones.

Kennebec county has several kinds of minerals, of which a few
may be mentioned. Litchfield, which is quite a place of pilgrimage
for mineralogists, contains sodalite, cancrinite, elzolite, zircon, spodu-
mene, muscovite, pyrrhotite, hydronephelite, pyrite, arsenopyrite,
lepidomelane, muscovite, jasper. Hydronephelite is a new mineral
recently determined by F. W. Clarke, curator of the mineralogical
department of the National Museum, Washington. The deep blue
sodalite and brilliant yellow cancrinite of Litchfield and hydronephe-
lite have never been found anywhere else in equally as fine specimens.
A gold mine was opened a few years ago on the east side of Oak hill,
in Litchfield, but it did not enrich its owners, although it is laid down
on the atlas before mentioned.

Monmouth produces actinolite, apatite, eleeolite, zircon, staurolite,
plumose mica, beryl, rulite. Pittston contains fine specimens of
graphite and pyrrhotite. Several attempts at mining gold have been
made there, and favorable assays published. In Waterville are found
fine specimens of crystallized pyrite. Winthrop shows fine specimens
of staurolite, pyrite, hornblende, garnet and copperas. Crystallized
quartz, small garnets, tourmaline and traces of iron are common
throughout the county.

Dana, in his System of Mineralogy, says * gold has been found at
Albion.” This is doubtless an error into which the elder Dana was
led by Professor Cleaveland, of Brunswick, who was inveigled into
investing by some crooks in a bogus gold mine in Albion.

The original forest was largely of pine, as the gigantic stumps
attest. Our forests are composed of the various species of pine, hem-
lock, spruce, fir, hackmatack and cedar; birch, beech, oak, hornbeam,
ash, elm, poplar, willow, cherry and basswood—in fact of about all the
trees and shrubs of Maine. Her forests are hercrowning glory, both
when their leafage is coming out and in autumn, when their gorgeous
coloring is the despair of the artist and the wonder of the world; for
no other part of the earth claims to approach the beauty of the Maine
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woods. The man who has never stood, some lovely October day, on
Oak hill, Monmouth ridge, Pease’s hill, or some other hilltop over-
looking our beautiful ponds, the mountains towering on our northern
horizon; with the clear blue sky above him, and around hundreds of
forest-clad hills, with all the gorgeous colorings of the rainbow—yes,
with hundreds of tints and shades of colors—has yet to learn what it
is to live, and what a lovely world this is. As the sun sinks slowly in
the west, and gradually, gently and reluctantly draws the mantle of
night over the earth, as though he hated to leave so much beauty,
then one knows what a sunset is. Talk of skies! As Bryant says:
The sunny Italy may boast
The beauteous tints that flush her skies,
And lovely round the Grecian coast
May thy blue pillars rise!
I only know how fair they stand .
Above my own beloved land.

Our ponds and streams have economic as well as esthetic excel-
lence. Our ponds teem with good fish, while each week in the spring-
time a new migratory fish makes its appearance. The purity of water
in the Kennebec makes its fish, like its ice, the best of their kind. In
winter the lower Kennebec swarms with smelts that used to come in
millions to Gardiner and Hallowell--and would now if legally pro-
tected; alewives come in early spring; then the shad, the mackerel,
the striped bass; then cod, cusk, haddock, halibut and hake, all the
year. Twenty years ago one could hardly look at the river in June
without seeing the sturgeon jumping, but three years of fishing by a
German company almost exterminated them. ‘ Kennebec Salmon,”
always named on the bills in city restaurants, had been practically
extinct for years, until recently some efforts have been made toward
re-stocking the river.

In several of the inland ponds are smelts. In Belgrade pond is a
variety so large that naturalists have given it aspecial name. Lamprey
and eels are plenty in the Cobbossee—the latter taken by tons—but
the natives seldom eat them.

Thus it would seem that nature has in every way made generous
provision, in the valley of the Kennebec, for the welfare and happi-
ness of man. Of course man here does not live forever, but it is a
proportionately cheerful and pleasant place to die in. Skillful physi-
cians and careful nurses smooth his pillow and ease his pains, till the
grim messenger is almost tired of waiting; and when the inevitable is
passed, genial and liberal clergymen will do the very best that can be
done for him, and elegant undertakers will make his last ride the
most expensive one he ever had; and when all is done a monument of
Kennebec granite will rear its lordly head above his peaceful grave,
and “after life’s fitful fever he sleeps well.”



CHAPTER II.

THE INDIANS OF THE KENNEBEC.

By Capr. CHARLES E. NASH.
Copyright 1892.

I. THEIR FIRST WHITE VISITORS.

DuMont and Champlain.-—The Popham Colony.—Captain Gilbert’s trip up the
River.—Sebenoa the Sagamore.—Visit to the Indian Village.—Erection of
the Cross of Discovery.—Visit of Biencourt and Father Biard.—Interviews
with the Indians.—First Ceremony of the Mass on the Coast of Maine.—The
French Mission at St. Sauveur (Mt. Desert) destroyed with Bloodshed.—
The Contest for Acadia begun.—Captain John Smith.—Samoset and Captain
Leverett.—First Sale of Land by Indians.

HE story of the aborigines of Maine blends inseparably with the
T history of the struggle that lasted for a century and a half be-
tween France and England for supremacy in the New World.

In the first decade of the 17th century, Henry IV of France and James
I of England, grasped simultaneously as jewels for their respective
crowns, the greater part of North America. Spain, the patron and
the beneficiary of Columbus, had enjoyed exclusively for three gener-
ations the wealth of the western hemisphere, whose produetions of
“Dbarbaric pearl or gold " had spoiled the Spaniard to the point of sur-
feit and effeminacy, and made him look lightly on-all territory that
was destitute of the glittering ores. Northward from Florida the
latitudes were open to any nation that could maintain itself agdinst
the jealousy of its rivals. The mosses of an hundred years had gath-
ered on Columbus’ tomb before the impulse of his mighty achieve.
ment aroused the statesmen of central Europe to schemes of empire
on the continent to which he had shown the way across a chartless
ocean. Francetookthe initiative. Henry vaguely lined out as his own
in 1603, by royal patent, the most of the territory of the present United
States. James asserted a like claim to the same vast tract, with con-
siderably enlarged boundaries. Frenchmen broke ground for coloni-
zation at Passamaquoddy in 1604. Englishmen followed at the mouth
of the Kennebec in 1607. Neither colony was successful, but the two
begin the history of New France and New England, and introdtice to
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us the Indians who inhabited the land in the shadow of the untrimmed
forest. The claim of France to Acadia, whose western bound was de-
fined by the Kennebec (where DuMont and Champlain raised the
fleur-de Iis in 1605), and the counter-claim of the English to the Penob-
scot (or actually to the St. George, where Weymouth ereéted his cross
of discovery the same year), made the territory of future Maine from
its earliest occupation by the whites the prolific source of interna-
tional irritation and intrigue; and the theater of a series of sanguin-
ary conflicts that ended only when New France was expunged from
the map of America by the fall of Quebec in 1759. Ancient Acadia
passed nine times between France and England in the period of 127
years. In this eventful contest—the issue of which left North
America to the English people-—the uncivilized red men in their
native wilds were prominent participants—the dupes and victims of
the one side and the other—until the tribes were decimated and one
by one extinguished. It is our present task to study the history of
the famous tribe that dwelt in the valley of the Kennebec.

On Wednesday, the 23d day of September, 1607, Captain Gilbert
and nineteen men embarked in a shallop from the new fort of the
Popham colony, at the mouth of the Kennebec, “ to goe for the head
of the river; they sayled all this daye, and the 24th the like untill six
of the clock in the afternoone, when they landed on the river’'s side,
where they found a champion land [camping ground], and very fer-
tile, where they remayned all that night; in the morning they de-
parted from thence and sayled up the river and came to a flatt low
island where ys a great cataract or downfall of water, which runneth
by both sides of this island very shold and swift. . . They haled
their boat with a strong rope through this downfall perforce, and went
neare a league further up, and here they lay all night; and in the first
of the night there called certain savages on the further side of the
river unto them in broken English; they answered them againe and
parled [talked] long with them, when towards morning they departed.
In the morning there came a canoa unto them, and in her a sagamo-
and four salvages, some of those which spoke to them the night be-
fore. The sagamo called his name Sebenoa, and told us how he was
lord of the river Sachadehoc. They entertayned him friendly, and
took him into their boat and presented him with some triffling things,
which he accepted; howbeyt, he desired some one of our men to be
put into his canoa as a pawne of his safety, whereupon Captain Gil-
bert sent in a man of his, when presently the canoa rowed away from
them with all the speed they could make up the river, They followed
with the shallop, having great care that the sagamo should not leape-
overbourde. The canoa quickly rowed from them and landed,
and the men made to their howses, being neere a league on the
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the land from the river’s side, and carried our man with them. The
shallop making good waye, at length came to ancother downfall, which
was soe shallow and soe swift, that by no means could they pass any
further, for which, Captain Gilbert, with nine others, landed and tooke
their fare, the savage sagamo, with them, and went in search after
these other salvages, whose howses, the sagamo told Captain Gilbert,
were not farr off; and after a good tedious march, they came indeed
at length unto those salvages’ howses wheere [they] found neere fifty
able men very strong and tall, such as their like before they had not
seene; all newly painted and armed with their bowes and arrowes.
Howbeyt, after that the sagamo had talked with them, they delivered
back againe the man, and used all the rest very friendly, as did ours
the like by them, who showed them their comodities of beads, knives,
and some copper, of which they seemed very fond; and by waye of
trade, made shew that they would come downe to the boat and there
bring such things as they had to exchange them for ours. Soe Cap-
tain Gilbert departed from them, and within half an howre after he
had gotten to his boat, there came three canoas down unto them, and
in them sixteen salvages, and brought with them some tobacco and
certayne small skynnes, which were of no value; which Captain Gil-

bert perceaving, and that they had nothing else wherewith to trade,
he caused all his men to come abourd, and as he would have put from
the shore; the salvages perceiving so much, subtilely devised how
they might put out the fier in the shallop, by which means they sawe
they should be free {rom the danger of our men’s pieces [firclocks],
and to perform the same, otte of the salvages came into the shallop
and taking the fier-brand which one of our company held in his hand
thereby to light the matches, as if he would light a pipe of tohbacco,
as sone as he had gotten yt into his hand he presently threw it into
the water and leapt out of the shallop. Captain Gilbert seeing that,
suddenly commanded his men to betake them to their musketts and
the targettiers too, from the head of the boat, and bade one of the men
before, with his target [shield | on his arme, to stepp on the shore for
more fier; the salvages resisted him and would not suffer him to take
any, and some others holding fast the boat roap that the shallop could
not put off. Captain (Gilbert caused the musquettiers to present [aim]
their peeces, the which, the salvages seeing, presently let go the boat
rope and betook them to their bowes and arrowes, and ran into the
bushes, nocking their arrowes, but did not shoot, neither did ours at
them. So the shallop departed from them to the further side of the
river, where one of the canoas came unto them, and would have ex-
cused the fault of the others, Captain Gilbert made show as if he
were still friends, and entertayned them kindly and soe left them, re-
turning to the place where he had lodged the night before, and there
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came to an anchor for the night. . . Here they sett up a crosse,
and then returned homeward.” *

This graphic and artless account of the earliest recorded visit by
white men to the region above Merrymeeting bay, was apparently
copied with but few changes from Captain Gilbert’s log-book, made
by the scribe of the Popham colony, who probably was one of the
party. The facts and circumstances lead irresistibly to the conclusion
that the Kennebec (and not the Androscoggin) was the river which
the colonists explored. +The camping place at the close of the second
day after leaving the fort may have been the plateau where now the
village of Randolph stands, or that other one two miles abuve in
Chelsea, nearly opposite Loudon hill, in Hallowell. The boatmen
encountered the next day, a few miles above their camping place,
“a flat low island in the midst of a great downfall of water.” This
felicitously described the Kennebec at the place where the Augusta
dam now stands, before the peculiar features of the spot were obliter-
ated by the building of that structure (1835-7). The rapid and island
are unmistakable features of identification. The island has disap-
peared by the building of the dam and the rapid has become an arti-
ficial cascade for the uses of civilized industry, yet the transformation
of the river at this place since that early day, has scarcely been greater
than in many other places along its course.

The next camping place was about a league above the island,
where first the natives accosted them, shyly, hallooing in shibboleth
through the darkness. The place was probably the intervale that is
now divided into portions of several farms, near Gilley's point, where
there are still many vestigesof Indian encampments. The next morn-
ing, after exchanging hostages, the explorers continued their journey
until their boat grounded on shallows. This may have been in the
swift water since that day known as Bacon’s rips, in the course of
which the river has a natural fall of about thirteen feet. The farthest
point reached by Gilbert in his wood-tramp was a wigwam village
about a league from the river, within the limits of the present town
of Vassalboro, or of Sidney. Night found the party reunited at the
last camping place. There, the next morning (Sunday, September
27), they performed the ceremony of taking possession of the country

* Historie of Travaile into Virgima, by William Strachey, Gent. Maine His-
torical Society’s Collections, Vol. III, pp. 304-307.

+ The Androscoggin theory was first advanced by able students of Maine
history, but it meets many obstacles in Strachey’s account. The Kennebec
theory meets with but few difficulties and harmonizes rationally with the record.
See Remarks on Waymouth’s Voyage, by John McKeen, Vol. V, Me. Hist. Soc.
Coll.  Rev. William 8. Bartlett, same series, Vol. III, p. 804, Dr. William B.

Lapham in Daily Kennebec Journal, December, 1889. For description of the
~flat low island,” see North’s History of Augusta, pages 450-453.



THE INDIANS OF THE KENNEBEC. 13

for their king, by erecting in his name the cross of Christianity at the
place where they had twice lodged. Then leaving the sacred emblem
standing as the official vestige of their visit, they departed. It would
be interesting to know precisely the spot where the cross was planted,
and how long it remained as an object of awe to the savages. We
never hear more of Sebenoa; he was the first in the long line of Ken-
nebec chiefs whose names have been preserved in the white man’s
annals; his dust, with that of his bedizened warriors who posed so
grandly before their visitors, has long mingled with the mold of the
forest where he reigned, but his peaceful welcome to the white
strangers who earliest set foot on the soil of the capital of Maine, in-
vests his name with a charm that will preserve it while the language
of the race that has supplanted his own is spoken or read.

Captain Popham died before the winter had passed; and in the
spring, leaving the dismantled fort to be his sepulcher, the homesick
colonists fled back to England. Father Pierre Biard, a Jesuit mis-
sionary, visited the Sagadahoc (Kennebec) three years later (October,
1611); he accompanied an expedition under Biencourt, then vice-
admiral of New France, on a cruise from the eastward along the coast
to the western boundary of Acadia, in quest of food for the French
colony at Port Royal (now Annapolis). The Father says his own rea-
sons for the journey were, first, *“ to act as spiritual adviser [chaplain]

“to Sieur de Biencourt and his crew, and, second, to become acquainted
with and learn the disposition of the natives to receive the gospel.”
He gives a few interesting glimpses of scenes on the lower Kennebec
281 years ago. The vessel entered the river by way of Seguin, and
the party eagerly landed to.inspect the vacant fort, which they thought
was poorly located; and. which Father Biard intimates, with a half-
secular chuckle, rédoubtable Frenchmen could have easily taken. He
says the departed Popham colonists treated the natives with cruelty,
and were driven away in retaliation. This was the boastful statement
of the Indians themselves to the willing ears of the French, who were
fain to believe it; but the testimony is too biased and shadowy to be
accepted as true. ‘ ‘ '

After a delay of three days at Popham'’s fort, by reason of adverse
winds, Biencourt abandoned his purpose of sailing further westward,
and turned the prow of his vessel up the river; after going with the
tide about nine miles, a party of Indians came into view; they be-
longed either to the later named Kennebec or Androscoggin tribe;
Biard calls them Armouchiquoys; he says: *“ There were twenty-four
people, all warriors, in six canoes; they went through a thousand an-
tics before coming up to us; you would have rightly likened them to
a flock of birds, which wishes to enter a hemp-field, but fears the scare-
crow. This amused us very much, for our people needed time to arm
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themselves and cover the ship. In short, they came and went, they
reconnoitered, they looked sharply at our muskets, our cannon, our
numbers, our everything; and the night coming on, they lodged on
the other bank of the river, if not beyond the range, at least beyond
the sighting of our cannon. All that night there was nothing but
haranguing, singing, dancing; for such is the life of these people when
they assemble together. But since we presumed that probably their
songs and dance were invocations to the devil, and in order to thwart
this accursed tyrant, I made our people sing a few church hymns, such-
as the Salve Regina, the Ave Mari's Stella and others; but being once
in train, and getting to the end of their spiritual songs, they fell to
singing such others as they knew, and when these gave out they took
to mimicking the dancing and singing of the Armouchiquoys on the
other side of the water; and as Frenchmen are naturally good mimics,
they did it so well that the natives stopped to listen; at which our
people stopped, too; and then the Indians began again. You would
have laughed to see them, for they were like two choirs answering
each other in concert, and you would hardly have known the real
Armouchiquoys from the sham ones.” *

Biencourt had impressed into his service at the river St. John two
Maoulin (Etechemin) savages, as interpreters on his journey. He
caused them to be taught a smattering of the French language, and
then used them as a means of conversation between himself and their
fellow-savages along his route. At that time the tribes of New
England spoke a common tongue, which was varied and enlarged by
local dialects. Biencourt's Etechemin captives from the St. John
could talk readily with the natives of the Sagadahoc. On the morn-
ing after the singing and dancing, the Frenchmen resumed their
journey up the river; the Indians, in a rabble, accompanied them, and
were soon coaxed to terms of familiarity. They told the strangers
that if they wanted some prousquemin (corn) they need not go further
up the river, but by turning to the right, through-an arm of the river
that was pointed out, they could in a few hours reach the tent of the
great sachem Meteourmite, whom they themselves would do the
honor to visit at the same time; Biencourt cautiously.followed. their
guideship; he passed his vessel through the strait that is now spanned
by a highway bridge between Woolwich and Arrowsic, and entered
what Biard calls a lake, but what is now named Pleasant cove (or
Nequasset bay); here he found the water shallow, and he hesitated
about venturing further; but Meteourmite, having been informed of
the approach of the ship, was hastening to meet it; he urged the
Frenchmen to proceed, which they did. Presently their vessel be-
came subject to the sport of the dangerous currents of-the Hellgates,

* Pioneers of France in the New Worid, by Francis Parkman; p. 292,
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‘Biard says: *“ We thought we should hardly ever escape alive; in fact,
in two places, some of our people cried out p1teously that we were all
lost; but praise to God, they cried out too soon.’ :

Biencourt put on his military dress and visited Meteourmite, whom
he found alone in his wigwam, which was surrounded by forty young
braves, ‘ each one having his shield, his bow and his arrows on the
ground before him.” 'The sachem having led the Frenchmen to visit
him by promising to sell them corn, now confessed that his people did
not have any to spare, but that they would barter some skins instead.
Biencourt, with a mind for business, was ready to trade, and a truce
for barter was agreed upon. When the time arrived, Biard says,
“ our ship’s people, in order not to be surprised, had armed and barri-
‘caded themselves. The savages rushed very eagerly and in a swarm
into our boat, from curiosity (I think), because they did not often see
such a spectacle; our people, seeing that notwithstanding their remon-
strances and threats the savages did not cease eéntering the procession,
.and that there were already more than thirty upon the. deck, they
imagined that it was all a clever trick, and that they were intending
to surprise them, and were already lying upon the ground prepared
to shoot. M. Biencourt has often said that it was many times upon
his lips to cry, K4/ Ki/7/° . .  Now the savages themselves,
perceiving the just apprehensions which their people had given our
French, took it upon themselves to retire hastily and brought order
out of confusion.” Father Biard says the reason why Biencourt did
not order his men to shoot was because he (Father Biard) was at-that
hour upon the land (an island), accompanied by a boy, celebrating the
Tholy mass; if any savage had been hurt, the priest- would have been
massacred. Father Biard says *“this consideration was a kindness ‘to
him, and saved the whole party, for if we had begun the attack it is
incredible that one could have escaped the fierce anger and furious
pursuit of the savages along a river that has So many turns and wmd
ings and is so often narrow and perilous.”

Father Biard appeared before the savages twice in the charautm
of officiating priest. The rude altar improvised by him was the first
-one ever erected for the Catholic service on the Kennebec (or Sheep-
scot, near which he seems to have been). He says he ¢ prayed to God
in their [the Indians’] presence, and showed them the images and
tokens of our belief, which they kissed willingly, making the sign of
the cross upon their children, whom they brought to him that he
might bless them, and listening with great attention to-all that he
announced to them.  The difficulty was that they had an entirely dif-
~ferent language, and it was necessary that a savage [one of the St.
_John captives] should act as interpreter, who, knowing very little of

* Relation de la Nouvelle France, Vol. I, Chap. XVII, p. 36.
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the Christian religion, nevertheless acquitted himself with credit
toward the other savages; and to see his face and hear his slow
speech, he personated the Doctor [Biard] with dignity.” The natives
seem to have had great admiration for the Father, whose priestly at-
tire and non-combative character made him conspicuous among his
countrymen; speaking of one occasion, he says: “ I received the larger
share of the embraces: for as I was without weapons, the most distin-
guished [Indians] forsaking the soldiers, seized on me with a thousand
protestations of friendship; they led me into the largest of all the
huts, which held at least eighty people; the seats filled, I threw my-
self