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HISTORY OF KENNEBEC COUNTY.

CHAPTLER XXTIV.

THE CITY OF GARDINER.

Settlement. —First Comers.—Incorporation as a Town, - Statistics.--Early Mills.
__Present Manufactories,—South Gardiner, —O1d Bettlers.—Lumber Firms,
_0ld Stores.—Civil Officers.-—Incorperation of Clty.—Banks —(zas Com-
pany, —Water Company.—Churches.—5Schools. - Libraries, - Cemetery,
Todges.—Societics —Personal Paragraphs,

ITIES, like events, are the results of causcs. Gardiner city isthe
natural product of the water power of the Cobbosseecontee
river. . It was organized by the laws of nature, and is run by

the force of gravity., Its aggregation of people 1s due to the opporta-
nities here afforded for employment. Mills and manufactories are the
bee-hives of civilization, and fortunate is that locality which furnishes
the necessary conditions under which men and women can come in
swarms and find work and wages.

Mr. Emerson has sald that “every institution is the lengthened
shadow of one man,”” With some unimportant modification that re-
mark may apply to this city. If ever a town had a founder, this city
was begotten by Dr. Sylvester Gardiner, many of whose lineaments it
stili perpetuates. Industry, economy, order, thrift, thoroughness, de-
spatch, education, morality, were qualities whose seeds Dr. Sylvester
Gardiner certainly planted wherever he lived.

The history of Gardiner properly commences with the incorpora-
tion of the Proprietors of the Kennebec Purchage, among whom was
Doctor Gardiner, born in Rhode Island in 1707, He chose the medi-
cal profession and settled in Boston, where as a physician and drug-
gist he became rich. The fact that his father and his grandfather
were born and raised in New England would tend to a reasonable
belief that the English blood of his great.grandfather, Joseph, had
become fairly Americanized, but alter eight years spent in England
and France completing his professional education, he returned home,
socially, politically and religiously, a thorough Englishman. He had
a clear, active mind, exact observation and information, a compre-

bt



602 HISTORY OF KENNEBEC COUNTY.

hensive ambition, and a high degree of energy and business talent,
These qualities were recognized and endorsed by his associates, who
made him moderator at all their meetings, and the manager and ex-
ecutive officer of the company.

It had been very difficult to obtain actual settlers. So efficient did
Doctor Gardiner prove in finding and inducing new families to try
the new region, that the very next year he was granted a large part
of what is now -the business portion of Gardiner city, including the
famous Cobbosseecontee falls and water privileges. In honor of his
services the locality was named Gardinerston and more land was
granted him till his possessions in 1770 amounted to over 12,000 acres.
His energy is shown by the following list of practical, valuable me-
chanics and others collected at Falmouth, Me., in 1760, and brought
by water to Gardinerston: Mr. Thomes, a builder of grist mills; Ben-
jamin Fitch, a saw.millwright; James Winslow, a wheelwright, and
Ezra Davis, James and Henry McCausland and William Philbrook—
the last four men bringing their families.

The next spring these men built the Cobbossee grist mill, so long
and so widely known as the only place to get grinding done in all the
Kennebec valley. The same summer they built the Great House,
that for the next fifty years—as a tavern—was the most noted build-
ing in town. Among its first landlords were: James Stackpole, Ben-
jamin Shaw, Pray, Bowman, Randall, Widow Longfellow and E. Mec-
Lellan. The upper part contained a hall where religious meetings
were often held. The building of mills of various kinds—saw mills,
a fulling mill, potash works, brick kiln, stores and many dwellings—
soon followed. Samuel Oldham received one hundred acres of land
as an inducement to build and burn a kiln of brick.

In 1762 Solomon Tibbitts was induced by Doctor Gardiner to bring
his family of nine children to the west side of the river, where they
settled on Plaisted hill. Abiathar Tibbitts, one of the first native
children in town, was born there. Ichabod Plaisted came in 1763;
Benaiah Door from Lebanon, N. H., settied on Plaisted hill a year or
two later. Samuel Berry was another early comer. His house was
near dam No.1l. Captain Nathaniel Berry, a great hunter, was a
permanent settler; William Everson, the first schoolmaster, came in
. 1766; Paul and Stephen Kenney also came in 1766, and Nathaniel
Denbow, James Cox, Peter Hopkins, William Law, Dennis Jenkins
and Abner Marson in 1768. John North was one of the first Irish
settlers. In 1774 his son Joseph purchased the old post office. Joseph
North represented this section in the provincial congress in 1774-5.
He was an able, worthy man.

The revolutionary war came on and Doctor Gardmer s love of
England took him off with the British army. He was a tory and
never returned to enjoy his possessions, but settled after peace was
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declared, in Newport, R. I, where he practiced his profession till his
death in 1786. His real property, which was confiscated, was finally
restored to his heir and grandson, Robert Hallowell, to whom the
doctor willed his Kennebec estate on condition that he should take .
the name of Gardiner, which he was allowed to do by act of the legis-

lature in 1802. Robert Hallowell Gardiner was born in England in

1782, and upon arriving at suitable age took possession of his estate.

Eleazar Tarbox came in 1774 and raised seven sons and two daugh-
ters. He married Phebe, daughter of James Stackpole, who kept the
Great House. Andrew Bradstreet and his sons, Joseph and Simon,
came in 1780, engaged in lumbering and soon had a saw mill and a
store near the upper dam. Captain Samuel Grant, a revolutionary
soldier who fought at Bunker Hill, came to Gardinerston at the close
of the war., He was the father of Peter Grant and died in Clinton
and was buried here. DBenjamin Shaw came to Gardiner in 1783 and’
was proprietor of the Great House. He settled at New Mills in 1790,
where he had a saw mill and a store.

The Kennebec valley charmed General Henry Dearborn as he was
passing through it during his eight years’ service in the revolutionary
war, and in 1785 he purchased land of William Gardiner and made
this village his home till he was appointed secretary of war in 1801,
when he removed to Washington. He represented the Kennebec dis-
trict in congress two terms, and was the most distinguished citizen
who ever lived in Gardiner. There was at that time a whipping post
‘back of the Great House, to which the general, who acted as a local
magistrate or judge, was obliged to consign many unruly culprits.
In 1785 Doctor Gardiner’s son, William, was a noted man here, and
boarded at the Great House. He was a jolly fellow, who cared more
for hunting and fishing than for business. Henry Smith, who became
the noted tavern keeper at *“ Smithtown,” on the east side of the river,
then lived near General Dearborn. R. E. Nason was captain of the
first military company and was succeeded by Major Seth Gay. Wil-
lham Barker, Samuel Norcross, Ezekiel Pollard, William Wilkins, a
sschool teacher, and Sherebiah Town, the miller, were early settlers.

Simeon Goodwin, an active, able man, then lived at New Mills,
from whence he soon removed to Purgatory, which soon became
known as Goodwin’s Mills. Gardiner Williams, Noah Nason, a mill
man, and Nathaniel B. Dingley were also here at that time.

Major Seth Gay built the first wharf and General Dearborn estab-
lished the ferry, in 1786. He loved to draw a seine near the mouth of
the Cobbosseecontee, where shad, herring, salmon and sturgeon were
more than abundant. Jonathan Winslow loved to tell how he caught
sixteen big salmon one Sunday morning before breakfast. Ebenezer
Byram came from Bridgewater to build General Dearborn’s house,
which stood where the Library building is. David Young came in
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1781; Leonard Cooper, Jonathan Jewett and Burnham Clark in 1783;
Daniel Jewett in 1785; David and Reuben Moore, Jedediah Jewett,
Dominicus Wakefield in 1787, and David Dunham in 1788.

Within the next five years the new comers were: Ebenezer
Thomas, Abiel Pitts, Joshua Little, Jonathan Moody, Andrew Har-
low, Jonathan Redman, Hubbard Eastman, Seth Fitch, David Blair,
Daniel Evans, Bolton Fish, Samuel Little, Peter Lord, Asa Moore,
Robert Shirley, Timothy Clark, Isaac Hatch, Jere. Dudley, John
Butler, Allen Landers, Charles Witherell, Richard Davis, Elijah
Clarke, Edward and Thomas Palmer and James Pickard.

In 1792 the small pox became epidemic here, but the people de-

cided by vote that inoculation was not expedient. Mr. Hallowell
brought the first wheel chaise to town and General Dearborn brought
the first wagon. In 1806 Rufus Gay paid $135 for a new chaise.
* INCORPORATION.—The legislature was petitioned in 1778 to incor-
porate the plantation of Gardinerston, and in 1779 an act was passed
incorporating it into the town of Pittston. In the year 1803 all the
territory of the old town of Pittston lying on the west side of the Ken-
nebec, with the inhabitants therein, was by act of legislature ¢ incor-
porated into a distinct town by the name of Gardiner.” By the pro-
visions of the act Jedediah Jewett was directed to issue his warrant
to some principal inhabitant of said town to notify the people to
assemble for the purpose of choosing town officers, “and to transact
such other matters and things as may be necessary and lawful at such
meeting.” The warrant was issued to Dudley B. Hobart, who called
the first town meeting in the old Episcopal meeting house, March 21,
1803. Some of the offices as then designated sound a little queer
now. They elected tythingmen, hog reeves and a fish committee.
April 1st the town voted to raise $800 for highways, $200 for preach-
ing, $500 for schooling and $500 for debts and expenses of the town.*
April 4, 1814, it was “ voted not to raise any more money for preach-
ing,” and after the next year “tythingmen " were not included in the
list of town officers. ‘ :

STATISTICS.—At the time Gardiner was incorporated there were but
one or two houses on Church hill, which was covered with a dense
growth of pines. Water street had but one or two stores, and the
Cobbosseecontee ran most of the way from its sources to the Kenne-
bec, through unbroken forests. In 1820 the town of Gardiner raised
2,076 bushels of corn, 1,006 bushels of wheat, 910 bushels of ocats and
239 bushels of peas and beans. There were 162 houses, 195 barns, 86
horses, 315 oxen, 441 cows and 837 swine; 1,485 acres of meadow yielded

* The money raised for preaching was by vote appropriated t(') the Episcopal
church, but those attending other churches could control the amount of preach-

ing tax paid by them. Ichabod Plaisted attended to the Methodist proportion,
and James Lord and Abraham Cleves to the Baptist claims.
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1,500 tons of hay. The average wealth of each person in Gardiner
that year was 60 per cent. above the average of each person in Maine.
In 1830 it was voted toallow the town treasurer but twenty dollars for
his services, and that $1,800 should be raised for town expenses and
supporting the poor, $1,400 for schooling, and $2,500 for roads and
bridges.

The population of Gardiner in 1850, before West Gardiner was set
off, was 6,486. It contained 195 farms, that produced 124 bushels of
wheat, 7,962 bushels of corn, 5,542 bushels of oats, 700 bushels of bar-
ley, 3,900 tons of hay, 2,780 pounds of beeswax and honey, 8,340 pounds
of cheese and 50,000 pounds of butter. There were 988 houses, 300
horses, 600 cows, 326 oxen, 940 sheep and 189 swine. There were
sawed 15,000,000 feet of lumber, 8,500,000 of clapboards, and 12,000,000
shingles. The manufacture of cloth was: 5,000 yards of flannel, 8,000
vards of satinet, and 20,000 yards cassimere; 50,000 sheep skins and
45,600 sides of leather were handled. Some of the other productions
were: 10,500 pairs of boots and shoes, 12,000 barrels of flour, and 850,-
000 brick. There were nine physicians, one dentist, ten lawyers, two
printing offices, two book stores, three banks, three apothecaries, three
hotels, two jewelers, two hat, cap and fur stores, six livery stables,
four stove and tin stores, one bakery, one harness maker, two furniture
manufactories, one sail loft, two crockery stores, one extensive pottery,
one plaster mill, one grist mill, one woolen factory, two machine shops,
one foundry, one tannery, one paper mill, three ship yards, seven ready
made clothing stores, three eating houses, six boot and shoe stores, six
millinery stores, two carriage factories, twenty-six groceries and five
dry goods stores. There were fifteen up and down saws, three sash,
door and blind makers, thirteen shingle machines, one last maker,
three cabinet makers, nine blacksmiths and two commission mer-
chants.

EARLY M1r1s.—When the idle flow of the Cobbosseecontee was
arrested by the hand of industry and the stout form of wooden dam
No. 1 was stretched across its path, the first task assigned to the tur-
bid rambler, undoubtedly, was to turn the crank of an old fashioned
saw mill. The pioneer mill had so much work that a second one was
added, and the two sawed the beams and boards for Cobbossee grist
mill, which was built on the east end of the dam in 1761.

For the next fifty years it can probably be said with truth, of saw
mills there was no end. Where there was a saw mill is not so much
of a question as where there wasn't one; dam No. 1 had thirteen run-
ning at one time. Two or three generations of saw mills were built,
worn out and replaced with new ones, on ground back of where Bar-
stow & Nickerson’s store now stands. Three generations of saw mills
have also flourished on the upper or reservoir dam. The first was
built so early that its successor, built by General Dearborn and hired
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by Joseph Bradstreet before 1790, gave that locality the name of New
Mills, which it still retains.

This upper dam, where nothing stands now but the pump house of
the water company, was a busy place for eighty or ninety years pre-
ceding 1850. Besides the saw mills mentioned, one of which was run
by Rivereus Hooker, there were a foundry (where John Stone made
the first cast iron plows in this part of Maine), a machine shop and lead
pipe works. Mr. Flagg, of Hallowell, had charge of the forge and
made vessel anchors, also nails that sold at sixteen cents a pound.
There was a long row of low buildings for the storage of charcoal to
use in the different shops. There were lead pipe works, carriage
shops and shingle factories, and a Mr. Wythe had an ashery near by.
Later there was a match factory, in a part of which Reuben Hazleton
had a carriage shop, and another building in which Buffum & Collins
made sash, doors and blinds. These buildings, with a saw mill, were
all destroyed by fire in 1849. The match factory at that time belonged
to A. & C. H. Andrews.

The lower dam, now No. 1, and the first saw and grist mills, were
probably built in 1760 and 1761, by Dr. Sylvester Gardiner, who estab-
lished the policy that was followed for the next seventy-five years by
his successors, of building and holding the title of all dams, mills, and
of as much adjoining real estate as possible. These mills were rented
to practical men, who accepted the best terms they could get, and did
their best to live and thrive.

The memory of men now alive does not cover much that happened
previous to 1820. In 1822 the present stone dam No. 1 was begun,
and completed the third year after. John Stone, a well remembered
blacksmith who came from Kennebunk to Gardiner, took the job, and
his son John, born in Gardiner in 1806 and still living here in the en-
joyment of good health and a clear mind, worked with his father in
building that dam. About the same time R. H. Gardiner built the
stone mill on the corner of Water and Bridge streets, that is the first
grist mill within the memory of what are now the older inhabitants.
Mr. Stone is about the only person who remembers the old wooden
grist mill, that stood on the opposite corner, on a part of the site now
covered by the brick grist mill. This may have been, and probably
was, the mill to which the first settlers came from so large a territory
previous to 1800. The old wooden mill was run by Daniel Woodward.
He was also a plow maker; that is he made the wood work, and John
Stone, who had machinery in his blacksmith shop, including a trip
hammer run by water power, made the iron part. When the stone
grist mill was ready for use Michael Woodward was the miller for .
many years. He was succeeded by Benjamin Johnson, who lost a leg
and had to take up lighter business.
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After Johnson, Smith Maxcy, who made millers of four-of his five
boys, carried on the stone mill till it was succeeded by the brick mill
in 1844. Hundreds of people are still living who remember him in
both mills. No man had more friends, or better deserved them. A
few will recollect that Benjamin Johnson kept a variety store in the
old stone mill which stood some years after grinding in it was stopped.
The old wooden grist mill was used for a plow factory by John Stone
and Daniel Woodward after the stone mill began grinding. After
that it was removed to where Holmes’ works are. The old oakum
mill on dam No. 2 was run by Master Sprague. That was the end of
the street then; very large pines grew in that locality.

MANUFACTURES.—Henry Bowman in 1846 built on dam No. 2 a saw
mill that was owned by the firm of Clay, Dinsmore & Co., composed
of Bradbury T. Dinsmore, of Anson, Richard and William Clay, and
Charles and George Moore. Joshua Gray came to Gardiner in 1844,
and after clerking for this firm less than two years bought George
Moore’s interest in the saw mill. Richard Clay died in 1848, the firm
dissolved and Henry T. Clay & Co. bought the business and carried it
on. Mr. Gray soon purchased an interest in what was first an oakum
mill, then a starch mill, and was converted by Frost & Sargent into a
shingle and clapboard mill. Frost & Gray continued this kind of
work five or six years, when John Frost sold his interest to Townsend,
and Gray & Townsend lost the mill by fire. At the same time the
firm of J. Gray & Co., composed of Joshua Gray, John Frost and Brad-
bury T. Dinsmore, leased on the river below the railroad, a steam mill
that was burned after four years’ operation.

Before the civil war Gray & Dinsmore bought Mr. Gray’s present
mill of Clay & Co., and several years later Mr. Gray bought his part-
ner’s interest. In 1870 he also bought dam No. 2, for $22,000, and im-
mediately rebuilt and enlarged the mill, and in 1876 made his son
George a partner, as Joshua Gray & Son. This firm, long known as
one of the leaders in the lumber manufacture, is cutting over five
million feet a year, in which work thirty-five men are steadily em-
ployed. ’

.Mr. Gray has never been allowed to give all his energies to his .
private business. His fellow-citizens early perceived that the clear
judgment and unswerving honor constantly apparent in the manage-
ment of his own affairs would be invaluable in the public service. In
1867 they made him a member of the city council, an alderman in
1868, and to fill a vacancy he was the same year made mayor, and
reé:lected in each of the three ensuing years. While mayor he was
twice chosen to the state senate, serving in 1869 and 1870.

Private corporations, always alert for the best officials obtainable,
have also asked and obtained the benefits of his experience and
counsel. He was one of the original directors of the Oakland Bank
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and has been president of the Oakland National Bank since 1871. He
was for years a director of the Kennebec Log Driving Company, part
of the time its president, and has been the only president of the Oak-
land Manufacturing Company. To his long life in Gardiner the atten-
tion of young men may most appropriately and profitably be called.
Patient hard work, sound common sense, unswerving tenacity of pur-
pose, unbending honesty of practice, a genial nature, a smiling face,
a friendly hand, are some of the traits and characteristics of a man
who has commanded the respect and won the kindest consideration
of all whose good fortune it has been to know him. He has always
been a pillar of strength in the republican party and in the Univer-
salist church.

Mr. Gray is the son of George and Margaret (Dinsmore) Gray, and
the grandson of George Gray, who came from England to Starks, Me.,
where he raised a family. George, born 1785, died 1868, and Mar-
garet, born 1794, died 1869, were the parents of eleven children:
Joshua, Calvin, William D., Rachael, Edwin, Betsey, Gardner, Re-
becca, Benjamin D., Paulina D. and Albina. Five of these are living.
Joshua, the eldest of the eleven, was born November 14, 1814. On
the 25th of June, 1849, he married Ploma M., daughter of Ephraim
Currier, of Norridgewock, Me., and settled in Gardiner, where Mr.
Gray had already lived five years. Here their children were raised:
George, born November 22, 1850, now in business with his father;
Fred, born May 9, 1852, now living in Indianapolis, Ia.; Charles H.,
born October 4, 1858, at home, and Harriet C., now Mrs. Bénjamin B.
Clay, of Minneapolis, Minn.

Prior to 1834 the Gardiner system of saw millson dam No. 1, nearest
to the mouth of the Cobbosseecontee, embraced six complete mills
under three separate roofs. James Jewett came here in 1834 and
worked several years for R. H. Gardiner in connection with these mills
and in the erection of new ones. Mr. Gardiner’s house was burned in
1836 and subsequently he built four other complete mills under one
roof, on dam No. 1. These ten mills were operated by tenants: 1 and
2 by N. O. Mitchell; 8, by Day & Preble; 4, Samuel Clay and Shaw &
Cook; 5 and 6, John & Arthur Berry; 7 and 8, Hooker, Libby & Co.,
and 9 and 10 by William Sargent. These ten mills and surroundings
were burned in 1844, at once rebuilt by Mr. Gardiner and occupied by
his former tenants. A second firein 1860 again destroyed these mills,
which were immediately rebuilt by the occupants, who rented the sites
and power of Mr. Gardiner.

In 1863 H. W. Jewett & Hanscom leased mills 9 and 10 of William
Sargent and hired Hooker, Libby & Co. to saw lumber for them by
the thousand. The next year Mr. Jewett bought the Sargent mill,
and a few years later he bought the Hooker, Libby & Co. mill, and
put in a modern gang of twenty-one saws. Then he traded this large
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mill with Mr, Gardiner for Nos. 1 and £, then called the Mitchell mill,
and standing on the site where his present Tumber business is located,
This he repaired at considerablo expenseand was doing a fine busi-
ness when it was destroyed by fire August 7, 1832, On the spot occu-
pied by the ruins Mr. Jewett immediately rebuilt at a cost of §30,000,
and had his new mill ready and running in the carly spring of 1883,
and its size, equipments and adaptation to a large business placed it
at once at the head of the lumber catting establishments of Gardiner.
The aggregate payments for the 882,798 logs used during the ten yoears
eading with 1821 was §1,045,870.77, exclusive of collecting and hand-
ling. Its annual output of long lumber has been 11,000,000 fect, giv-
ing empioyment to an average force of more than ninety men.
The logs for this immense business come {rom Moosehead lake and
its tributaries. About twenty cargoes of 200,000 feet each of spruce
are sent to New York city—onethird is sold at home and the balance
finds market on the line of the railroads. This eleven million fect is
exclusive of the average annual product of short lumber, including
about 6,000,000 shingles, 4,000,000 laths, a half million clapboards and
as many pickets and slats.

Lincoln Perry was born in Topsham, Me., July 25, 1814, and died
in Gardiner, Me.,, August 28, 1890, His father, Joseph M. Perry, of
Topsham, had four sons and four daughters.  Joscph and Lincoln set-
tled in Gardiner, John W, in DBrunswick, Me,, and DBradford setlled
first in Gardiner, afterward in Boston. One daughter, Eliza, married
Henry Toy, of Gardiner, and resided in that place. Lincoln Perry
cume to Gardiner in 1831, In 1842 he purchased a mill on dam No. 3
and engaged in the lumber business, afterward owning and operating
two mills on that dam for the manufacture of lumber. He continued
in that btusiness until 1867, when he retired.  In the mill purchased
in 1842 had been placed the first planing machine introduced into the
county, which he operated for a while, and which up to that time and
later was the only planing machine in the county. He married Mary
Langdon Reed, of Dresden, Me. They had three children: Mary
Adelia, Arthur L. and Sarah W. Perry. The two former are now liv-
ing and reside in Gardiner. Lincoln Perry served in the city govern-
ment in 1867, '68, '69 and '70. He was a prominent member of the
Congregational church and throughout life one of its most earnest
supporters,

The industry of broom making in Gardiner was started in a build-
ing owned by John Moore and Joseph Perry, on Summer street, on
wing of dam No. 2 in 1866, by Augustus W. McCausland, Wiiliam H.
Moore, and his brother, Gustavus Moore. The next year Mr. McCaus-
land bought his partners both out, and in 1868 bought of Arthur Berry
the broom handle business that was begun by Thomas Ingalls Noyes
two years before, and wag thus enabled to make the brooms complete’
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in one shop. In 1868 A, W. McCausland and William H. Moore began
cutting thin lumber for picture [rame backs. and the next year received
George H. Stone into the new firm of Moore, McCausland & Co., which
abrandoned the making of brooms, and made broom handles and bed
slats its main products. This firm built the steam mill now used by
the Oakland company, and otherwisc enlarged their expenditures, tilt
needing more capital, The Oakland Manufacturing Company was or-
ganized in 1871, with $25.000 capital stock. In the spring of 1880 the
Joseph Perry machine shop, standing only a few fect from the Oak-
land shops, was burned, and the ground and water rights of the
Perry shop were at once leased of Joshua Gray, and the planing
mill now in use was added to the plant of the Oakland company.
A force of twenty to twenty-five workmen turn out from six to eight
million broom handles vearly, most of which are sent to foreign
markets, and over two million pieces of spring bed and slat work.
Joshua Gray is the president, Alblon E. Wing is the treasurer, and
Augustus W. McCausland stuperintendent of this company.

In 1868 John Kidder Toy and A. K. P. Bulfum built a planing mill
en Summer street and made doors, sash and blinds, under the firm
name of Foy & Buffum. [n 1870 Sanford N, Maxcy succeeded Mr.
Foy, and the same line of business was carried on for the next fourtecn

yvears by the [irm of A K. P Bulfum & Co. A fire destroyed all of

their works except the east building in 1834, when Mr. Maxcy pur.
chased his partner’s half, and operated twe yearsas 5. N. Maxcy &
Co. In 1886 the present stock company was organized as The S. N.
Maxey Manunfacturing Company. These mills have always been run
by steam, using now a thirty-five horse power engine, and the steady
services of twenty to twenty-five men.

The manufacture of bed slats for the general market is an industry
that originated here with William . Moore. The initial experiment
wasg made in 1868 in a building known as Moore's shop, on Summer
street, and it prospered from the start, In 1880 Mr. Moore moved to
dam Ne, 3, and bought his present location of Arthur Berry, on which
was the old “ Shadagee” saw mill, that was originally built back of
the present post office on Water street, where it stood many years, and
was moved to dam No. 3 by Mr. Gardiner, about 1820. John Moore,
father of Willlam H,, was a millwright, and did the work, There was
also a building now used for a mattress factory, that Mr. Berry built
many years ago for a planing mill. In 1884 an automatic splitting
saw, and in 1888 a machine for cutting excelsior, were invented and
patented by Mr. Moore, each of which is of great wtility and value.

In July, 1891, The W, 1. Moore Mattress Manufacturing Company
was crganized to make a new mattress in which the tips of pine and

fir boughs are used for their hvgienic effects. Both branches of Mr.
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Moore's business are active, and together they furnish occupation for
twenty-four people. 3 ’

Captain James Walker engaged in making boxes at dam No. 3 in
1869, where he remained eleven years and then moved to the lower
dam and was burned out in 1882. He was also interested with S. N.
Maxcy in the lumber business. The same year of the fire Captain
Walker resumed box making and located at his present quarters in
one of the Oakland Manufacturing Company’s buildings on Summer
street, where he employs from five to fifteen hands.

Some four or five years before the civil war Whitmore & Dorr built
a saw mill on the “ Shadagee”™ dam. Mr. Dorr soon sold his interest

~to William Sargent, who in 1863 sold to Robert T. Hayes. Whitmore
& Hayes added a building with a rotary saw, and had just finished
other improvements, when Mr. Whitmore died, in 1865, and his inter-
ests were sold to Mr. Hayes. Joseph C. Atkins, of Farmingdale, sub-
sequently purchased a half interest in this mill, and the firm of R. T.
Hayes & Co. employ twenty men, and cut one million feet of long and
two million feet of short lumber yearly.

On his return from the war in 1866 Melvin C. Wadsworth bought
an interest in the house furniture manufacturing firm of Tibbetts &
Morgan. Three yearslater he bought out his partners and conducted
the business alone till 1873, when the present firm of Wadsworth
Brothers was formed by the admission of Clarence E. Wadsworth.
The fire of 1882 destroyed their factory, but they rebuilt the next
year on the old site, which they still occupy, employing twelve men
in their shops. This is the only concern of the kind in Gardiner.

Peleg S. Robinson opened in 1861 a general jobbing sash, door and
blind shop. with John F. Merrill, whose interest he purchased in 18683,
and has followed the business ever since, employing six men.

Immediately after the disastrous fire of 1882—which burned the
sash, door and blind manufactories of Moore & Brown, and of Seabury
& Towle—Granville W. Moore, Daniel B. Brown and Rufus B. Seabury
formed the present firm of Moore, Brown & Co., contractors and build-
ers, and proceeded at once to construct their buildings now in use on
dam No. 1. The main building stands where Moore & Brown’s shop
stood, and the building which contains the office is on the spot where
Seabury & Towle’s factory was. This, the oldest concern of the kind
in the city, dating from Mr. Seabury’s beginning in 1852, furnished
labor for fifteen to twenty-five men.

The history of the Holmes & Robbins’ pioneer machine and iron
working manufactory begins in 1830, when Philip C. Holmes and
Charles A. Robbins began to build grain threshers on the lower dam,
near the present Daily News building, for R. B. Dunn. In a few years
they moved to dam No. 2, just above the old Gardiner woolen mill,
where they built a wooden foundry on the site of their present old
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in one shop. In 1869 A.W. McCausland and William H. Moore began
cutting thin lumber for picture frame backs, and the next year received
George H. Stone into the new firm of Moore, McCausland & Co., which
abandoned the making of brooms, and made broom handles and bed
slats its main products. This firm built the steam mill now used by
the Oakland company, and otherwise enlarged their expenditures, till
needing more capital, The Oakland Manufacturing Company was or-
ganized in 1871, with $25,000 capital stock. In the spring of 1880 the
Joseph Perry machine shop, standing only a few feet from the Oak-
land shops, was burned, and the ground and water rights of the
Perry shop were at once leased of Joshua Gray, and the planing
mill now in use was added to the plant of the Oakland company.
A force of twenty to twenty-five workmen turn out from six to eight
million broom handles yearly, most of which are sent to foreign
markets, and over two million pieces of spring bed and slat work.
Joshua Gray is the president, Albion E. Wing is the treasurer, and
Augustus W, McCausland superintendent of this company.

In 1868 john Kidder Foy and A. K. P. Buffum built a planing mill
cn Summer street and made doors, sash and blinds, under the firm
name of Foy & Buffum. In 1870 Sanford N. Maxcy succeeded Mr.
TFoy, and the same line of business was carried on for the next fourteen
years by the firm of A. K. P. Buffum & Co. A fire destroyed all of
their works except the east building in 1834, when Mr. Maxcy pur-
chased his partner’s half, and operated two yearsas S. N. Maxcy &
Co. In 1886 the present stock company was organized as The S. N.
Maxcy Manufacturing Company. These mills-have always been run
by steam, using now a thirty-five horse power engine, and the steady
services of twenty to twenty-five men.

The manufacture of bed slats for the general market is an industry
that originated here with William H. Moore. The initial experiment
was made in 1868 in a building known-as Moore’s shop, on Summer
street, and it prospered from the start. In 1880 Mr. Moore moved to
dam No. 3, and bought his present location of Arthur Berry, on which
was the old “Shadagee” saw mill, that was originally built back of
the present post office on Water street, where it stood many years, and
was moved to dam No. 3 by Mr. Gardiner, about 1820. John Moore,
father of William H., was a millwright, and did the work. There was
also a building now used for a mattress factory, that Mr. Berry built
many years ago for a planing mill. In 1884 an automatic splitting
saw, and in 1888 a machine for cutting excelsior, were invented and
patented by Mr. Moore, each of which is of great utility and value.

In July, 1891, The W.H. Moore Mattress Manufacturing Company
was organized to make a new mattress in which the tips of pine and
fir boughs are used for their hygienic effects. Both branches of Mr.
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Moore’s business are active, and together they furnish occupation for
twenty-four people. . i . .

Captain James Walker engaged in making boxes at dam No. 8 in
1869, where he remained eleven years and then moved to the lower
dam and was burned out in 1882. He was also interested with S. N.
Maxcy in the lumber business. The same year of the fire Captain
Walker resumed box making and located at his present quarters in
one of the Oakland Manufacturing Company’s buildings on Summer
street, where he employs from five to fifteen hands.

Some four or five years before the civil war Whitmore & Dorr built
a saw mill on the “Shadagee” dam. Mr. Dorr soon sold his interest

to William Sargent, who in 1863 sold to Robert T. Hayes. Whitmore
& Hayes added a building with a rotary saw, and had just finished
other improvements, when Mr. Whitmore died, in 1865, and his inter-
ests were sold to Mr. Hayes. Joseph C. Atkins, of Farmingdale, sub-
sequently purchased a half interest in this mill, and the firm of R.T.
Hayes & Co. employ twenty men, and cut one million feet of long and
two million feet of short lumber yearly.

On his return from the war in 1866 Melvin C. Wadsworth bought
an interest in the house furniture manufacturing firm of Tibbetts &
Morgan. Three yearslater he bought out his partners and conducted
the business alone till 1873, when the present firm of Wadsworth
Brothers was formed by the admission of Clarence E. Wadsworth.
The fire of 1882 destroyed their factory, but they rebuilt the next
year on the old site, which they still occupy, employing twelve men
in their shops. This is the only concern of the kind in Gardiner.

Peleg S. Robinson opened in 1861 a general jobbing sash, door and
blind shop. with John F. Merrill, whose interest he purchased in 1863,
and has followed the business ever since, employing six men.

Immediately after the disastrous fire of 1882—which burned the
sash, door and blind manufactories of Moore & Brown, and of Seabury
& Towle—Granville W. Moore, Daniel B. Brown and Rufus B. Seabury
formed the present firm of Moore, Brown & Co., contractors and build-
ers, and proceeded at once to construct their buildings now in use on
dam No. 1. The main building stands where Moore & Brown’s shop
stood, and the building which contains the office is on the spot where
Seabury & Towle’s factory was. This, the oldest concern of the kind
in the city, dating from Mr. Seabury’s beginning in 1852, furnished
labor for fifteen to twenty-five men.

The history of the Holmes & Robbins’ pioneer machine and iron
working manufactory begins in 1830, when Philip C. Holmes and
Charles A. Robbins began to build grain threshers on the lower dam,
near the present Daily News building, for R. B.Dunn. In a few years
they moved to dam No. 2, just above the old Gardiner woolen mill,
where they built a wooden foundry on the site of their present old
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foundry, and a store-house for patterns, and added mill work and
steam engines to their line of manufactures. This entire establish-
ment was burned in 1846. Within a single month a brick foundry
was in complete running order on the site of the old one, and the next
year they built the present brick store-house. In 1848 the firm built
the machine shop now in use,and made castings for ship work. Their
forge for making ship shapes stood on dam No. 3, where Foster’s axe
factory was and where now the Gardiner Tool Company is located.
This line of work was continued to 1858, when shipbuilding went
down. The old firm was dissolved in 1860 and the new firm of P. C.
Holmes & Co. was formed, by Philip C. and George M. Holmes and =
Thomas Wrenn. The latter died in 1866, and in 1873 Philip H.
Holmes was admitted. Philip C. Holmes died in 1882 and the next
year George H., son of George M. Holmes, became a member of the
firm. In 1889 The P. C. Holmes Company was incorporated, with a
capital of $300,000. The Holmes turbine water wheel, invented by
Philip H. Holmes, is a specialty of manufacture; also the fibre graph-

ite, another remarkable invention of Mr. Holmes, which obviates the

use of all lubricants in the running of machinery. George M. Holmes
is the inventor of machinery for placing accurately spaced and planed

gears.

The firm of C. A. Robbins & Sons, iron founders and machinists,
was formed in 1869, by Charles A. and his sons, E. Everett and Albert
A. Robbins. They bought at that time the premises on the corner of
Bridge and High streets, and put up buildings which they used till
they were burned in 1882. The old shops were replaced by new ones
the same year, and the name of the firm was not changed when

Charles A. Robbins died April 9, 1884, nor when L. E. Robbins died

in 1892. The number of employees is fifteen, manufacturing saw and

grist mill machinery, iron and brass castings, shafting and pulleys;

but the principal specialty of the factory is machmery for stowing
and shipping ice.

The making of steel springs and axles in Gardiner is the result of
one of the earliest attempts of its kind in the state of Maine. In 1830
James Williams made steel springs in Readfield, where he continued

their manufacture for thirty-five years.  Among his workmen was

Hebron M. Wentworth, who left the shop and served his country

through the civil war. On his return in 1865, he chose this city for

his future home and brought Mr. Williams with him, and continued

‘the steel spring and axle manufacture on dam No. 8, where it still re-

mains. The next year the shop was burned, and immediately rebuilt,

and David Wentworth became a partner, with firm name of Went-

worth Brothers. Soon after George and Frank Plaisted were admitted
to the new firm of H. Wentworth & Co., which ran several years, when
the Plaisteds sold to John T. Richards and others. In 1877 a stock
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company was formed, and incorporated as The \Ventwo‘rth Spring &
Axle Company, which has had fou‘rt.een years of contmued' growth
and prosperity. The annual output.ls 350 tor}s of steel springs and
15,000 sets of axles, in the production of which forty-five men are
employed. . ) .

The manufacture of axes in Gardiner began in 1881, when Henry
M. Foster came here from Skowhegan and bought of James Walker a
box factory on dam No. 8, which he converted into an axe and ice
tool factory. After running one year The Foster Edge Tool Com-
pany was formed, which after two years was changed to the present
Gardiner Tool Company, of which Fuller Dingley is president and
.Henry M. Foster agent. Six men are employed and 1,300 dozen axes
are made annually.

After returning from the war Benjamin S. Smith resumed his

trade of house builder and contractor, which he learned of Tibbetts,
Morgan & Co. In 1883 he rented of J. W. Lash the building he now
owns and occupies on dam No. 1, and in 1887 he bought it. His busi-
ness includes a great variety of wood work for building and finishing
purposes, besides sash, doors and blinds, at which six men find steady
work. :
Harvey Scribner came to Gardiner from Casco, Me., in 1854, and in
1856 rented of J. . Ladd & Co. a new building on dam No. 1, and be-
gan making shafting, pulleys and lumber machinery. In 1872 he
bought the building and did millwright and machine work till Janu-
ary, 1890, when he was burned out. One week from that time Mr.
Scribner bought his present factory of Captain Joseph Perry,in which
he employs sixteen men.

Captain Joseph Perry came to Gardiner in 1827, and until 1836
worked at house carpentry, and for Holmes & Robbins. He then
hired a building on dam No. 2, near the Pecople’s Grist Mill, and
opened a machine shop. In 1846 he bought the shop, which was
burned in 1880. Two years later he was again burned out in a shop
he had rented, but immediately rebuilt on a larger scale than ever—
the best machine shop on the river—and in February, 1890, after fifty-
four years of prosperous business, he sold his plant and retired.

The brick grist mill, corner of Water and Bridge streets, on dam
No. 1, was built by R. H. Gardiner in 1844, and fitted with machinery
and bolts for merchant flouring, as well as for a custom grist mill.
Walter Wrenn, an experienced English miller, had charge of the
flouring department, and Smith Maxey left the old stone mill to take
the custom department. William Vaughan and Francis Richards
were the financial men of the concern. They were succeeded by
John S. Wilson, John Nutting and Walter Wrenn, who bought grain
and made flour till cheap transportation brought western flour in
ruinous competition with New England manufacture, and the busi-
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ness was abandoned in 1868. Bartlett & Dennis were the next occu-
pants of the mill, and in 1871 were succeeded by Barstow & Nicker-
son, who have done custom grinding there for over twenty years.

The People’s Grist Mill was built in 1860, by John C. Bartlett and
others, who sold it in 1862 to Bartlett & Dennis. Mr. Bartlett died in
1882, and was stcceeded in the firm by his son, William M. Bartlett.
This mill is on dam No. 2, Summer street, and up to about 1880 it did
regular merchant flouring, bringing large quantities of western wheat
by railroad and grinding it for the New England trade. Since then
it has been exclusively a grist mill, does roller and stone grinding,
and in its various departments employs ten men.

During the winter of 18867, Watkins & Peacock fitted premises
-on Water street for grinding grain by steam power, and six months
later transferred the business to the present proprieter, William M.
Wood, who bought the machinery and rented the building. This is
the only steam grist mill in Gardiner.

The first paper mill on the Cobbosseecontee was built about 1806 -
by R. H. Gardiner, John Savels, Eben Moore and John Stone, under
the firm name of John Savels & Co. It was burned in 1813, and was
rebuilt by the same parties, with the exception of Mr. Stone, who re-
tired from the firm. After a few years George Cox, who came to the
mill as a journeyman “tramp,” and had grown by solid merit to be
managing workman, was taken into the firm under the style of Savels,
Cox & Co.. John Savels died in 1832, and Cox sold to Moses Springer
soon after and went to Vassalboro, where he built a new paper manu-
factory. Mr. Savels’ son, William, who was also a preacher, with
Eben Moore and Moses Springer, continued the business for a time,
when Elbridge G. Hooker, Charles P. Walton and John C. Godding
bought an interest. In the meantime R. H. Gardiner, in 1834, built a
‘brick paper mill on the same dam and rented it to Francis Richards,
who put it in operation at once. Less than two years after this, Henry
B. Hoskins, a clerk in Mr. Gardiner’s office, bought the interests of
the several parties in the old paper mill, and Richards & Hoskins con-
solidated the business of the two mills in a partnership that lasted
over twenty years.

Francis Richards died in 1857 and was succeeded by his son, F. G.
Richards. In 1865 Mr. Hoskins withdrew from the business, and the
next year F. G. and John T. Richards, brothers, and W. ¥, Richards,
a clerk, formed the firm of Richards & Co. A fire in 1882 damaged
their works over $50,000, which were rebuilt and enlarged. Soon after
the death of the senior member of the firm in 1884, the present Rich-
ards Paper Company was incorporated. They produce about eight
tons of paper per day and employ some sixty people. In 1888 the
company bought a pulp mill at Skowhegan, and the next year began
the construction of their extensive pulp mills at South Gardiner,
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which were completed and in operation in January, 1891. Ten tons
.of sulphite pulp are made each day, giving work to eighty hands.
The Copsecook Paper Mills occupy dam No. 6, and are owned by
S D. Warren & Co., of Boston. This property was purchased and
the first mills were built in 1852 by The Great Falls Company, whose
stockholders were S. Bowman, Charles Swift, I. N. Tucker, Joseph
Perry, Philip Winslow, Lincoln Perry, Charles Bridge, R. K. Little-
field, F. P. Patten, Samuel Hooker, William Libby, Stephen Brown
and H. C. Winslow. Noah Woods and others were afterward inter-
ested in the company, whose capital stock was $32,000. The stock-
holders operated the mill ten years and
then rented, and two years
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COPSECOOK MILLS, GARDINER, ME.

later sold, to the present

owners, who ran the business till 1878, when

‘they enlarged and rebuilt the entire works in the best manner. After

twelve vears more of steady use the mills were again rebuilt in 1890,

as shown in this view, and put in the most perfect condition for the

manufacture of book paper. Henry E. Merriam has been the super-
intendent for nearly thirty years.

Stanwood & Tower started the first paper mill on dam No. 5, in the
fall of 1865. It was a one machine mill, making bogus manilla paper
for wrapping. About 1871 the Dillinghams bought in with Stanwood
& Tower, put in another machine, and as Dillingham & Co. made
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bogus and No. 1 manilla paper. In the spring of 1876 Ellis A. Hol-
lingsworth and Leonard Whitney bought out Dillingham & Co. and
continued making manilla paper. In November, 1877, Hollingsworth
& Whitney bought of the estate of R. H. Gardiner dams No. 4 and 5,
with land and privileges, and in 1880 began the building of a pulp
mill on dam No. 4, for the manufacture of soda pulp, which was com-
pleted the next spring and called the Aroostook mills. This new mill
began making pulp at once, but was destroyed by fire after running
but a few weeks. It was rebuilt and again in operation the same fall
and continued till April, 1883, when it was shut down and changed
from a pulp mill to a paper mill. In June, 1886, the mill was again
stopped for enlargement and repairs, which were completed and tre
making of manilla paper was resumed in August. In 1886 the Cob-
bossee mills on dam No. 5 shut down, were entirely rebuilt in less
than six months and again in active operation making manilla paper.
The original founders of these mills both being dead, a new com-
pany was incorporated in 1882, called The Hollingsworth & Whitney
Company. At present the Cobbossee and Aroostook mills at Gardiner
make about fourteen tons of manilla paper per day, which gives work
to one hundred people, and uses water to the amount of 4,000 horse
power. The local manager is F. E. Boston, of Gardiner, who grew up
in the business, and has been superintendent since 1876.

In the year 1810 Robert Hallowell Gardiner leased to the ¢ Gardi-
ner Cotton & Woolen Factory Company ” for a period of ninety-nine
years sufficient water to run their mills located on what is now dam
No. 2. The directors who signed the agreement were: Simon Brad-
street, Rufus Gay, Ebenezer Byrum, Daniel Woodward, Jeremiah
Wakefield and R. H. Gardiner. This company did business till
1839, and. then sold to Philip Winslow, Robert Richardson, Joseph
Perry and I. N. Tucker, who continued under the firm name of Isaac
N. Tucker & Co. for forty-seven years. In 1866 they bought more
land and erected the brick building that is still the Gardiner woolen
mill. Mr. Tucker had been dead several years before the company
was dissolved, and toward the last the works were sometimes idle, W1th
the exception of wool carding carried on by Mr. Winslow.

In 1889 William C. Jack and M. F. Payne bought the plant, added
new machinery and are now doing business in the firm name of W.C.
Jack & Co. Their specialties are grading woolen rags, and manu-
facturing shoddy, of which the daily product is six hundred pounds.
They operate the Flanders Woolen Company, at Dexter, where about
half the shoddy made here is woven into cloth. Twenty-five people
find employment in the Gardiner mill.

J. Davis Gardiner, James Reynolds, William H. Lord and A. E.
Wing were wagon and carriage makers who preceded those now fol-
lowing that business in Gardiner, of whom P. Henry Gilson, the oldest,
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began in 1850. He has facilities for doing all the work on a carriage
and employs eight men. Joseph B. Libby began the same business in
the old Reynolds shop on Church street in 1874, where he has steam
power and keeps seven workmen. In 1860 Albert T. Smith com-
menced the manufacture of carriages and sleighs in the building for-
merly used as a livery stable by A. T.Perkins. Isaac Edwards, Miller
& Atkins, Frank L. McGowan, Larrabee & Hanscom and Augustus
Bailey were also carriage makers. Mr. Smith has iron, paint and fin-
ishing;f shops, and employs six men.

A Mr. Perkins was one of the first coopers in Gardiner, and had
a shop near the present freight depot of the Maine Central railroad.
Deacon Abel Whitney came to Gardiner in 1848 and opened a cooper
shop, which business he has followed from that time to this. The firm
of Mitchell, Wilson & Co. did a heavy West India trade, sending also
to California large invoices of green and dried apples from Gardiner,
and what sounds stranger still, eggs, requiring large quantities of well
made barrels, which were all furnished by Deacon Whitney.

The Gardiner Shoe Factory Association was the result of a popular
movement to enlarge the manufactures of the city. A fund of over
$8 000 was raised by subscription and a stock company was organized
July 27, 1883, with John T. Richards, president; J.S. Maxcy, secretary
and treasurer; J.T. Richards, David Dennis and S. Bowman, directors.
A large building was erected on dam No. 1, corner of Summer street,
and furnished freeof rent or taxes to Kimball Brothers, of Lynn, who
did a prosperous manufacturing business for several years, giving
employment to two hundred people, whose weekly pay roll amounted
to $2,500.

In a little old mill run by water power clay was ground before
1820 and brick were burned where Joshua Gray’s saw mill now stands.
David Flagg and a Mr. Hamlin were brick makers of that period.
Later Jesse Lambard had a brick yard back of the present Gardiner
Bank. A Mr. Taylor on Spring street and Ebenezer Morrell (who
was succeeded by Amasa Smith and H. A. Morrell) on Summer street
also had brick yards more than fifty years ago. Arch Morrell, until
his death in 1885, was the principal brick makér in this vicinity, and
during his period he doubtless burned nine-tenths of the brick used
in the city, and shipped immense quantities to Boston. A clay bank
more than seventy feet high extended from the M. E. church to the
foot of Spring street, and another marked bluff was between Middle
and Spring streets. These were the sources of supply for the various
kilns until the bluffs were literally carried away. Some time before
Mr. Morrell’s death, his son, William, managed his extensive business
and succeeded him. For the last twenty years their yards have aver-
aged 700,000 brick annually.

40
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A Dbig tannery stood between dams No. 1 and No. 2, run by Cook
& Nutting. Deacon Fields had a tannery at the head of Summer
street, and Mr. Plaisted had one on Harrison avenue.

SouTH GARDINER.—This was a village in the town before the in-
corporation of the city, and has since retained its local importance.
The post office here was established February 8, 1870, with John T.
Smith as postmaster. John McGrath was appointed in April, 1874, but
did not serve, and Sherburn Lawrence received the appointment the
next month and held it till 1887. Henry R. Sawyer then held the
office for two years, and March 27, 1889, Sherburn Lawrence, the pres-
ent incumbent, was again appointed.

The far reaching influence of first settlers is a subject of unceasing
interest. The kind of men and women they are is a matter that con-
cerns all who come after them. Their traits, their tastes, their habits,
not only descend as an entail of blood to their posterity, but they
become a sort of perpetual endowment for good or for ill to the entire
community.

When David Lawrence, then twenty-six years old, with his bride,
Sarah Eastman, five years younger, came in 1768 from Littleton, Mass.,
to make their life-long home at what is now South Gardiner, they be-
came the potential cause of a chain of events whose operation was
never more apparentthan to-day. The lives of the family they founded
have been largely the history of that locality for over a hundred years.
He bought there 160 acres of land, heavily timbered with the mag-
nificent oak and stately pine of the old Kennebec valley. He built a
house and began clearing the land adjoining the river, running the
timber down to the ship-yards at Bath, and shipping the cord wood to
Boston. We heresee the type of his successors; farmer, dealer, manu-
facturer-—a combination of practical, successful enterprise. His first
wife died in 1790. Their children had been: David, born 1769; Eliza-
beth, 1770; Benjamin, 1772; Simeon, 1775, killed by accident when
four years old; Edward, 1778; Lucy, 1780, and another Simeon, 1783.
The last named became a farmer and Edward built a saw mill on the
Nahumkeag stream in Pittston. On March 6, 1791, David married his
second wife, Sarah Clark, who died February 5, 1795, at the birth of
her twin boys, James and William, leaving also two older children,
Charles and Sarah. David’s third wife was Hannah Clark, and their
children were: Hannah, born 1796; Isaac, 1797; and Mary, 1801. When
David died there was a feeling in the community that every one had
sustained a personal loss, only soothed by the reflection that he had
lived a long and useful life and had passed to the satisfactions of the
life beyond.

Charles Lawrence, whose portrait appears here, was the eldest
child of his father’s second marriage. Born February 18, 1798, in-
heriting a vigorous constitution both of body and mind, he grew to
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useful manhood, and regarding his whole career, it is difficult to say
whether he spent the most time on the farm or on the river. Here he
made shingles and staves the year round by the old fashioned process
of “riving " the blocks of pine and spruce which had been felled in
the npper Kennebec valley. He entered heartily into his father’s
business, became master of all its details, but was particularly active
and efficient in the river department. He was one of the earliest
dealers in logs, becoming an expert in estimating their contents and
value. He also went up the river and lumbered on Jerusalem town-
ship, also buying large quantities of logs, which he sold to the tide
mills below Bath. He built in 1832, for the

log driving company at

LAWRENCE HOMESTEAD; BURNED MARCH 12, 1883.
SKETCHED FROM DESCRIPTION.

South Gardiner, one of the
‘ first and largest booms of its kind on the
river. He married Eleanor Morrell, of Winthrop, in February, 1823,
and had eleven children: Dolla M., born 1824; Drusilla, 1825; Samuel
M., 1827; Hiram, 1829; Eleanor, 1831: Sherburn, 1832; Greenlief, 1835;
Laura A., 1839: Georgianna, 1844; Charles, 1846; and Abner, 1849. He
took his father David’s place in the old homestead, shown in the ac-
companying cut, paid off the heirs, and aided by his excellent wife
created for his large family a home that will always remain their
highest conception of parental forethought and affection.
Here Charles Lawrence lived to the good old age of ninety, when
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on the fourth of March, 1883, he passed easily and gently to the better
world. He had been a model of physical health and symmetry, over
six feet tall, of a strong mind and a great heart. In politics he was
first a whig and then a republican. In religious faith he was in full”
accord with the Universalist society, to which he belonged. He be-
lieved the best way to serve his God was to help his fellow-men.

His active business life bad closed in 1870, but his spirit of enter-
prise had been inherited and imbibed by his sons, who had for years
been his associates and assistants. They were as much at home on
the river as their father had ever been, and with youthful zeal reached
out to new fields with larger plans, involving more comprehensive re-
sults.

Their operations became so large that accumulations of lengths
and sizes of unsalable logs necessitated their manufacture into lum-
ber, so in 1870 the five brothers—Sherburn, Samuel M., Hiram, Green-
lief and Charles—erected at South Gardiner the first building of their
present extensive lumber cutting mills. A steam engine of 150 horse
power then put in place still proves sufficient, although the capacity
of the mills has been enlarged in all other directions. Four years
ago, in order to work off the accumulations of slabs and edgings, a
kindling wood department was added that cuts each day a car.load of
10,000 bundles. The year that Lawrence Brothers built their mill
they, with others, made also a little experiment in the ice business
that yielded a good profit. Houses were built in Pittston sufficient to
store 6,000 tons, which was sold the next spring for seven dollars per
ton. In 1876 they built two more ice houses that were used two years
and torn down.

Ten million feet of lumber is cut yearly at their mills. The chief
supply of logs comes from Moosehead lake and Dead river, where
they employ two hundred men and forty teams four months in the
year; cutting from their own lands eight to nine million feet of logs
annually. The balance which they manufacture are bought of other
lumbermen. The Maine Central Railroad Company purchases two
and a half million feet of their product yearly. Besides the help
cutting logs, 110 men find steady employment at the mills at South
Gardiner.

In 1888 this quintuple partnership of brothers was broken by the
death of Samuel M., who was respected and beloved by all who knew
him. With riper experience, as being the oldest member of this
family partnership, Sherburn Lawrence took the guiding oar at the
start and by their common request he has retained it, and is widely
known as the representative member of the firm in all its extended

‘transactions. A retired editor, himself a native of Gardiner, basing
his conclusions upon a life-long acquaintance, says of Mr. Lawrence:
“ Endowed with great common sense and a man of mature judgment
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and mental grasp, yet he lmpresses men more by the qualities of his
heart. Public spirited and thoroughly modest, he always considers
the intercsts and feelings of others, especially the poor, and is held in
ideal estecm by those in his employ. T do not believe Sherburn Law-
rence has an enemy.” '

In 1851 he married Julia, daughter of Jordan Stanford, of South
Crardiner. Their only child, Forest M. Lawrcace, born in 1856, died
in 1883. He was a young man of rare activities and gualities of mind
and heart, and his untimely decease was sincerely mourned by an en.
tire community, The ethical bent of his mind is fairly revealed by
the following lines, which he kept posted over his business desk as his
constant reminder:

“The sunshine of life is made up of very little beams that are
bright all the time. To give up something, when giving up will pre-
vent unhappiness; to yield, when persisting will chafe and fret others;
to go a little around rather than come against another; to take an ill
look or cross word quietly, rather than resent or return it-—these are

the ways in which clouds and storms are kept off and a pleasant and
steady sunshine secured.

Joseph 5. and Frederick T. Bradstreet went to South Gardiner in
1876, bought land and built the present steam saw mills driven by en-
ginesof 450 horse power, which they operated under the firm name of
Bradstreet Brothers. In 1881 The Bradstreet Lumber Company was
formed, with $100,000 capital. Il cuts 15,000,000 feet of spruce dimen-
sions for the New York market each year, employing 110 mill hands.
The logs for this immense business are furnished by Joseph 5. and
Frederick T. Bradstreet, from their extensive tracts of timber lands
on the Roach, Moose and Dead rivers.

The first grocery store at South Gardiner was owned by a Mr.
Burke, who seld the businessand premises to Jordan Stanford in 1839.
The laiter was a boot and shoe manufacturer and dealer in Gardiner
city, and at once built a branch factory in South Gardiner, where he
employed from fifteen to twenty hands several years. Mr. Stanford
continued the store he had bought of Mr. Burke till 1849, when he was
succeeded by C. G. Baxter, Benjamin Stanford, and lastly by his
daughter, Emily Stanford, who built in 1878 the store shc now owns
and occupies south of the old Burke store,

The next store at South (Gardiner was opened by Lincoln & Aver.
ill, who kept it eight years and were burned out. A year or two later
Beadle & Potter built on the same ground the store they are now run.-
ning. F. M. Lawrence built a small store and used it till 1881, when
the large store now operated by his widow was built, and the small
store converted into the present lumber office of Lawrence Brothers.
H. R. Sawyer built a store in 1880, occupied since by A. B. Haley, J.
C.Merriman, by H. R. Sawyer for a post office under Cleveland, and
at present by W. H. Merrell. Mr. Sawyer built the store he now owns
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and occupies in 1884, and Judson Hall built his small store near the
G. A. R. Hall, in 1890.

TOowWN OFFICERS.—As the city is the political successor of the old
town of Gardiner, we will here note the chief officials of the town
during the forty-seven years of its existence as such. In 1803 Dudley
B. Hobart was moderator of the first town meeting. During the exist-
ence of Gardiner as a town the following named persons served it as
selectmen, the date showing the first year of service. The number of
years-—not always consecutive—are also indicated: Barzillai Gannett,
1803, 6 consecutive years; Dudley B. Hobart, 1808; William Barker, 1803;
William Swan, 1804: Reuben Moor, 1804; Joshua Lord, 1805; Samuel
Elwell, 1805, 1806; Edward Wilson, 1806, 8 years; Stephen Jewett, 1807,
6 years; Simon Bradstreet, 1809, 3 consecutive years; Jesse Tucker, 1809,
4 years; William G. Warren, 1812, 8 years; Ichabod Plaisted, 1812,
1813; Aaron Haskell, 1812, 21 years; Thomas Gilpatrick, 1814, 9 times;
James Lord, 1814, 5 consecutive years; James Marston, 1815, 4 years;
Rufus Gay, 1817, 1818; Sanford Kingsbury, 1819; Paul Dyer, 1819;
Jacob Davis, 1820, 9 consecutive years; Peter Adams, 1825, 6 consecu-
tive years; Edward Peacock, 1829; William Partridge, 1830, 7 consecu-
tive years; Arthur Plumer, 1831; Benjamin Shaw, 1832; Daniel Merrill,
1833; Benjamin H. Field, 1838; Ansyl Clark, 1835,9 years; E. F. Deaue,
1837, 2 years; Cyrus Kindrick, 1837; A. S. Chadwick, 1837, § years;
Thomas N. Atkins, 1839; Jordan Libby, 1840, 1841; Ebenezer White,
1842; Elkanah McLellan, 1842; Mason Damon, 1843, 5 years; Edward
Swan, 1843; Arthur Plumer, 1844; Charles Danforth, 1845, 4 years;
James G. Donnell, 1845; Phineas Pratt, 1846, 1847, Robert Thompson,
1848; Michael Hildreth, 1848; Isaac N. Tucker, 1849.

The succession of town treasurers was as follows: Rufus Gay, 1803;
Edward Swan, 1819; Rufus Gay, 1834; Thomas Gay, 1837; E. F. Deane,
1838; Michael Hildreth, 1840; E. F. Deane, 1841; Michael Hildreth,
1842; Jason Winnett, 1848; Cyrus Kindrick, 1848, 1849.

The first town clerk was Seth Gay, formerly the clerk of Pittston.
He served until 1839, when Ansyl Clark was elected. Thomas Gay
was clerk in 1841, and John Webb then served as long as Gardiner
was a town. ’

Ciry’s Crvin HisTorRvY.—In 1849 the legislature of Maine passed
the act of incorporation by which the town of Gardiner as a body
politic might become the city of Gardiner. The acceptance of the
‘charter by a vote of the people was a condition precedent. The town
voted on the 26th of November, to accept the charter, and the first
city election was held in March, 1850. As divided by the act of incor-
poration, the city consisted of seven wards, ward 3 being then the pres-
ent town of West Gardiner. '

Robert Hallowell Gardiner, in whose honor the city was named,
became its first mayor. The successive incumbents of the office, each
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serving until the next, have been: Parker Sheldon, first clected in 1851,
resigned April 12, 1852, and Robert Thompson elected April 20, 1852:
Edward Swan, 1853, Noazh Woods, 1854; Ilenry B. Iloskins, 1856%:
Noah Woods, 1861; James Nash, 1863; Nathan (). Mitcheli, 1865;
George W, Wilcox, 1867, died December 17, 1867, and Joshua Gray
elected December 30, 1867 D, C. Palmer, 1871; H. M. Wentworth,
1874: James B. Dingley, 1876; D. C. Palmer, 1879; Joseph It Ladd,
1881; William Perizins, 1882: 5. Everelt Johnson, 1884; Joseph E. Ladd,
1886; John W. Berry, 1887, Albert M. Spear, since March, 1889,

The city treasurers in succession have been: Freeman “Lrott, first
clected in 1860; Cyrus Kindrick, 1852; Elbridge Berry, 1854; Charles
P. Branch, 1857: [. Wheeler Woodward, 1859; James M. Colson, 1863;
John Berry, 1864; James M. Larrabee, 1865; Henry B. IToskins, 1869;
and the now venerable Sifamai Bowman, serving continucusly since
the city clection of 1872,

The city clerkship is an important office, and the good condition of
the records which constitute the political history of the city indicates
that the place has been filled generally by men of ability. John Webb
opened the records as clerk, and was succeeded the next year by
Charles . Branch, who served eight years consecutively. Charles B.
Clapp served four years, beginning in 1859. Llewellyn Kidder was
clerk for 1863, succeeded by Charles I’. Branch for five years, John
Webht was elected in 1869, George H. Ray in 1872, Anthony G. Davis
in 1873, and in 1878 Charles O. Wadsworth, the present efficient in-
cumbent, began his continuous service. Mr. Wadsworth has collected
and bound the printed reports of the city officers, including the aet of
incorporation and city charter, which volumes comprise the best printed
data on the civil history of Gardiner.

The government of the city is vested in the mayor, a board of six
aldermen, and a common council of eighteen, three of whom are
elected from each of the six wards, which boards constitute the city
council. With the exceptions of constables, wardens and ward clerks,
the city council elects or appoints the executive officials of the city.
The last report of Mayor A. M. Spear shows the general condition
of the city to be prosperous and progressive. By an outlay of two
thousand dollars the city hall now furnishes rooms for the liquor
agency, ample conveniences for the police court, the city marshal and
his deputies, and seven secure cells for prisoners. The reportof the city
marshal, Edgar E. Norton, for the fiscal year ending March 1, 1892,
shows that of the 439 warrants of arrest served, 330 were for drunken-
ness, The police work is done by two officers on duty by day and two
by night. During the year 1889 the number of warrants issued was
360,

The report of the chief engineer makes the encouraging statement
that the fire department was called out only ten times during the year,
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and that the total loss in these fires was small. The city owns two
fourth class steamers, two hose wagons, five two wheeled reels, one
" hook and ladder truck, three hose pungs, 7,150 feet of 24 inch rubber
lined hose, and 500 feet of two inch hose. The hook and ladder com-
pany has thirty men, each steamer has fifteen men, and hose companies
1 and 2 have each fifteen men. Besides these the volunteer company
of old firemen furnishes ten men, Steamer No. 2, with fifteen firemen,
is stationed at South Gardiner. Charles M. Drake ischief engineer, at
a salary of $100 a year, and there are two assistant engineers, who re-
ceive $30 each. The cost of the fire department for the year 1891-2
was $3,173.02. :

The Liquor Agency, in charge of Andrew J]. Hooker, city liquor
agent, handled $6,088.35 worth of goods, on which the city received a
profit of $1,229.05.

The alms-house at New Mills, built of brick, with fourteen acres of
land attached, was purchased of William Bradstreet for $2,200, in 1849,
by the town of Gardiner. Additions and repairs costing $3,000 more
were soon made, since which but little has been expended. George
W. Shepard is the superintendent in charge, and with rooms for forty
boarders he has less than a dozen. The annual poor fund budget is
but a trifle over $3,00 .

Although the upper Kennebec is navigable to smaller craft, Gar-
diner must be regarded as the practical head of navigation, and thus
it enjoys a distinctive and permanent advantage. Favorably situated
for good drainage, the city is a healthy and desirable place of resi-
dence. On the summit of Church hill, neatly enclosed and orna-
mented with trees, is a beautiful park of five acres commanding a
sweeping view of the valley, and constituting one of the many attrac-
tions of the city. Its site, 125 feet above the Kennebec, was given
conditionally in 1824 to the town of Gardiner. It was subsequently
conveyed absolutely to the city of Gardiner by Francis Richards, as
trustee of R. H. Gardiner’s estate. v

At Gardiner was established January 1, 1795, one of the first four
post offices in the county. It was named Pittston and Barzillai Gan-
nett was the postmaster until the office was moved across the river in
May, 1804. September 30, 1804, Mr. Gannett was again commissioned
as the Gardiner postmaster, the office taking at that date the name of
the new town. He kept the office in his store and in the Jewett house
at the foot of Vine street. When Mr. Gannett went to congress in
1809, Seth Gay took the office, May 2d. The names of the postmasters,
with the years of their appointment, since that time have been: Wil-
liam Palmer, 1835; Thomas Gay, 1841; Joseph Merrill, 1845; Lawson
H. Green, 1849; Frederick P. Theobald, 1853; Charles A. White, 1857;
John Berry, 1861; Samuel D. Clay, 1866; John Berry, 1867; Daniel C.
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Palmer, 1882; Charles A. White, 1886; Iileazer W. Atwood, 1890; and
Fred. E. Milliken, April 20, 1892.

Banks.—The Cobbossee settlement was more that fifty years old
before it had a local bank. The business men of Gardiner were
obliged to go to Hallowell for banking facilities until 1814. On Janu-
ary 3lst of that year the Massachusetts legislature chartered the Gardi-
ner Bank, and at a meeting of its stockholders, held at Mrs. Longfel-
low’s tavern March 21st following, a board of directors was chosen,
consisting of Robert H. Gardiner,Major Peter Grant, Joshua Lord,
Simon Bradstreet and Nathan Bridge. The institution was a bank of
issue, organized under the state laws, with a capital of $50,000. For
over half a century its bills were kept at par in all the money centers
of the nation. March 23, 1865, it was changed to the Gardiner
National Bank, with the same amount of capital and without change
of officers. Its presidents have been: Peter Grant, Samuel C. Grant,
William B. Grant, William S. Grant, Joseph Bradstreet, W. F. Rich-
ards and Isaac J. Carr. Its cashiers have been: Sanford Kingsbury,
Major Edward Swan, Joseph Adams, James F. Patterson, George F.
Adams, Fred. W. Hunton, Everett L. Smith, and Alvan C. Harlow
since April, 1891.

The Oakland Bank was organized January 30, 1855, as a state bank,
and began doing business with a capital of $100,000. The directors
were: Noah Woods, of Bangor, Me., and Joshua Gray, Myrick Hop-
kins, John 8. Wilson and Charles Swift, of Gardiner. Noah Woods
was chosen president and Sifamai Bowman cashier. The bank was
located on the second floor of the Gardiner Block. At the end of ten
years it closed up its business as a state bank, and its managers organ-
ized the Oakland National Bank, with a capital of $50,000. Joshua
Gray was chosen its president and Sifamai Bowman was again chosen
cashier. Business was continued in the Gardiner Block until 1881,
when the present bank building was erected at a cost of $8.000. The
bank pays five per cent., semi-annually, and its stock sells at 165. The
bank has had but one cashier. For twenty-four years Mr. Bowman
did the work without an assistant.

The uninterrupted prosperity of the above institution emphasizes
somewhat the long and honorable career of its cashier, who has been
from the first its practical and actual manager, and to-day the city has
no other citizen so eminently and distinctively a bank man as Sifamai
Bowman, whose portrait here appears.”

Mr. Bowman was born at Litchfield, Me., February 5,1812. When
he was ter years old the family moved to Hallowell. At the age of
sixteen he left home and went to Topsham, where he learned the
trade of blacksmith. In 1834 he engaged in the same business on his

*The following sketch is by his friend and neighbor, Judge Henry S. Web-
ster.—[ED.
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own account at Topsham, and afterward, in 1836, at Gardiner, where
he has since resided.

When the Oakland Bank was ready to commence business in July,
1855, Mr. Bowman had become well and favorably known in the com-
munity as an upright, industrious, clear-minded, shrewd and careful
business man. The directors judged rightly that they could not bet-
ter promote the interests of the new institution than by selecting him
as its cashier. Nor is it strange that the management of its affairs
was left almost entirely to his judgment. Whether it was the dis-
counting of a note, the obtaining of a settlement with some refractory
and impecunious debtor, or the far more important transaction of
winding up the affairs of the state bank and organizing a national
bank in its stead, reliance was placed upon his tact and ability to see
that everything was done properly and in order. And never was an
institution served more faithfully. Its remarkable and uninterrupted
success is the best commentary that can be made upon the devotion
and capacity of its trusted official. Always at his post, always affable
and discreet, yet with a rare knowledge of human nature which ren-
dered him incapable of being imposed on, he placed the bank on a
solid foundation and secured its long and prosperous career.

For the first twenty-four years Mr. Bowman performed his duties
as cashier without any assistance, and during that period, by reason
of sickness and all other causes combined, he was not absent more
than a dozen days from his desk.. Yet, with all this strictness of at-
tention to his chosen task, he has always found time for other labors.
Since 1872 he has served as city treasurer. He has always been en-
gaged more or less in business of his own, and by this means has
acquired an ample competence. At the same time he has been the
adviser and confidant, in matters of business, of a great many per-
sons, who have felt that they could rely implicitly upon the soundness
and fidelity of his advice. Add to this that he has always taken a
deep interest in public affairs, and has never neglected an opportunity
to promote, by word and example, any enterprise calculated to in-
crease the growth and prosperity of his city. The extent of his
private benefactions will never be known except to the grateful
recipients.

He was married in 1885, to Julia T. Hinkley, of Topsham. A
happy union of fifty-six years was terminated by her death in 1891.
A painstaking and affectionate wife and mother, she was no less re-
markable for her intellectual gifts, her bright and active mind, and
her unfailing interest in all that was passing around her. They had
six children, only two of whom reached maturity. Neither is now
living. Miss Fanny Bowman, who died in 1879, was well known for
her accomplishments and literary attainments. The son, Edward H.,
was for several years his father’s assistant in the bank. He died in
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will e sparcd to perpetuate the honored name of their grandsire.
Previcus to 1820 Richard Clay, J. N. Cooper, A. Leonard and E. F.
Deane organized the Frankiin Bank in Gardiner, and became its di-
rectors, At the expiration of ifs charter anotirer bank called by the
same name was organized, of which John Otis of Hallowell, Joseph
Ezaton of Winslow, Stephen Young and William Stevens of Pittston,
and E. F. Deane of Gardiner were directors, and Hiram Stevens was.

cashier. This
bank discontin-
ned business
previous to 1850,
and the closing
of its affairs was
involved in long
and tedious liti-
gation.

The history
of the Gardiner
Savings Institu-
tion is interest-
ing. It was in-
corporated June
6, 1834, and was
organized at a
meeting held in
R. H. Gardiner’s
office, June 26,
same year. Mr.
Gardiner was
chosen president
and Peter Grant,
Edward Swan,
Arthur Berry,

Enoch Jewett, |

Richard Clay,
Dennis Ryan,
Arthur (. Lith-
gow, George Ev.
ans, H. B. Hos.
kins,Henry Bow-
man, facob Da-

f.et us hope that they
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visand George Bachelder were chosen trustees, and elected Ansyl Clark,
treasurer. The first semi-annual report recited with evident satisfaction
that the sum of $1,845.50 had been received on deposit, all of which it
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was voted to loan to the town of Gardiner. The salary of the treasurer
was about as lucrative as that of the ordinary town clerk in the present
times—he received twenty dollars a year. Mr. Gardiner held the office
of president until his death, in 1864. Iis successors, with the dates of
their election, have been: Henry B. Hoskins, April 11, 1864; Robert
. Thompson, August 1, 1866; William Palmer, July 17, 1872; Robert
Thompson, July 27, 1875; Weston Lewis, April 14, 1888; Isaac J. Carr,
October 1, 1889. The treasurer, Ansyl Clark, was succeeded by H. B.
Hoskins, August 18, 1836; James F. Patterson, July 15, 1840; Joseph
Adams, July 19, 1843; James F. Patterson, July 21.1847; Joseph Adams,
July 17, 1850; H. B. Hoskins, August 1, 1866; Joseph S. Bradstreet,
July 27, 1875; Weston Lewis, July 19, 1876; Henry S. Webster, April
14, 1888. Twenty-seven years after its incorporation the deposits and
profits amounted to a quarter of a million dollars, and vet the bank
never had a public place of business until 1866, the officers attending
to its affairs at their own private offices. In 1891, at a cost of $30,000
they erected their own building, shown on page 627—the finest structure
in Gardiner—containing the strongest vault and the best safe in the
state of Maine. The deposits in 1892 exceeded two million dollars.

Id a room now the private office of A. C. Stilphen in Gardiner, the
Cobbosseecontee Bank began business in 1853. Later they erected the
building opposite the present Gardiner National Bank. February 28,
1865, this bank became the Cobbossee National Bank. Edward Swan,
Stephen Young, William Bradstreet, James Stone and Stephen J.Young
were presidents, and its cashiers were Joseph Adams (who was Mr.
Swan’s son-in-law), Edwards S. Adams, Treby Johnson and Henry S.
Webster. In 1884 the stockholders saw fit to wind up its affairs. The
liquidation gave them 118 per cent.

Under a charter dated July 11, 1884, the Merchants National Bank
of Gardiner, Me., opened its rooms for business in Milliken Block, July
17, 1884, with a capital of $100,000. Charles Danforth, David Dennis,
Edward Robinson, Weston Lewis and Joseph S. Bradstreet composed
the first board of directors. David Dennis was chosen president, Jo-
seph S. Bradstreet vice-president, and Henry Farrington cashier, in
which offices the present is their eighth year of service. At the death
of Judge Charles Danforth in 1890, his son, Frederick, succeeded
him; on Weston Lewis’ resignation, in 1889, Harvey Scribner became
a director, and in 1889 Captain Jason Collins succeeded Edward Rob-
insomn.

The Maine Trust & Banking Company of Gardiner, Me., is a char-
tered institution that was opened for business August 15, 1889, with
a paid up capital of $100,000. In addition to doing a regular banking
business, this company is an incorporated trustee, and has power by
its charter to execute trusts of every description under appointment
by courts, corporations or individuals, and is authorized to act as agent



THE CITY OF GARDINER. 629

‘or trustee for the purpose of registering and countersigning bonds of
any legal issue. It makes investment securities an important feature
in its business, and has the first and only safe deposit vaults, with
boxes for individual use, in the county. Its officers from the first have
been: Weston Lewis, president; John F. Hill and Josiah 8. Maxcy,
vice-presidents; and John W. Dana, secretary, with a board of twelve
directors. :

GaAs AND WATER.-—After the usual agitation of a new project, the
Gardiner Gas Company was chartered by act of legisature in 1853,
and F. A. Butman, jun., Josiah Maxcy and S. C. Moore were named as
incorporators, with a capital stock of $35,000. Noah Woods was the
first president, Josiah Maxcy was treasurer and clerk, and F. A. But-
man, jun., Edwin Bailey, H. B. Hoskins and S. Bowman constituted
the board of directors. Only seventy out of five hundred shares of
the stock could be placed in the city, the balance being taken abroad,
and there were but eighty-four consumers of gas during the first year.
Strange and hard to believe is the fact that the people of Gardiner
continued to wend their way in darkness for years after gas was intro-
duced before they adopted it for their streets. In 1887 the gas com-
pany of Gardiner sold their plant to the Kennebec Light & Heat
Company.

By act of legislature the Gardiner Water Power Company was
created a corporation in 1880. The incorporators were: Robert H.
Gardiner, Frederic Gardiner, Francis G. Richards, Richard Sullivan,
John T. Richards, Ellis A. Hollingsworth, Leonard Whitney, Samuel
D. Warren, Charles Fairchild, Joshua Gray and Henry Richards. The
corporation is authorized to purchase, construct, maintain, repair and
rebuild dams, sluiceways, basins and canals on the Cobbosseecontee
and its tributary waters, for the purpose of holding, storing, regulat-
ing and discharging the flow of water for the benefit of the water
privileges and powers on said stream. John T. Richards was elected
president, Josiah S. Maxcy treasurer and secretary, and Ellis A. Hol-
lingsworth and Josiah Gray the directors.

Ground was broken in the construction of the Gardiner Water
- Works June 16, 1885, and they were completed so that the city was
served with water in the following November. The towns of Ran-
dolph and Farmingdale were subsequently connected with the Gardi-
ner system and are also efficiently supplied for fire protection and for
 domestic uses. Cobbosseecontee wateris pumped from the pond above
the upper dam into the reservoir situated on the Andrews farm, 110
feet above the surface of the Cobbosseecontee and 238 feet above the
surface of the Kennebec river. This elevation proves to be ample to
force water to the highest point in the city. The main pipe leading
- from the reservoir is twelve inches in diameter, which with the pres-
sure is capable of supplying a population three times that which isnow
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supplied. Fifty hydrants and fourteen miles of main pipe are in use.
The actual daily consumption is about 800,000 gallons. The capital
stock of the company is $200,000. Weston Lewis has been president
and Josiah S. Maxcy treasurer, from the first, and to their efforts and
management the city is largely indebted for its excellent water sup-
ply. All the details are carefully administered by Gustavus Moore,
superintendent. "

EccrrsiasTicalL HisSTORY.—The religious ideas of Doctor Gardiner
and the other early comers took form first in the organization of an
Episcopal church, but Puritanism soon colored the religious trend of
the public mind and that in time was variously modified, so that in
7 : 1892 we find eleven distinct
4 societies maintaining in the
-.{ city regular services.
| A house of worship wag
erected, and St. Ann's Epis-
copal Church was estab-
lished by Dr. Sylvester Gar-
diner, in 1771. The next
summer Rev. Jacob Bailey
came and held the first meet-
ing in the unfinished house,
on the 17th of August. The
revolutionary war came on
and Doctor Gardiner and
Rev. Jacob Bailey both es-
poused the English side so
strongly that they left the
country. Doctor Gardiner
il ", 2 Syt : o died in 1786, leaving by will
@///]f % i funds to finish the building,
Il st N ten acres of land and an
W annuity of £27 per year “to
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b i e ot R e the Eplscopal minister for
: LD ey el B the time being of St. Ann’s

CHRIST’S CHURCH, GARDINER. Church in the said Gardin- -
erston.” His executors finished the church, placing thereon a tall
steeple surmounted by a gilt sturgeon, then called a * Cobbossee.”

The society or parish was incorporated as the Episcopal Society in
Pittston March 28, 1793, in answer to a petition signed by Jedediah
Jewett, William Barker, Henry Smith, Henry Dearborn, Nathaniel
Bayley, Seth Gay, Barzillai Gannett, Stephen Jewett, Samuel Lang
and Reuben Moore. Rev. Joseph Warren was the first minister. The
pews were arranged in three classes, and it was voted that those who
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sal in the first class should pay four pence, the second three pence,
and the third two pence a Sunday.

The following August the church was set on fire by a crazy man
and burned, and regular meetings were held in the Great House.
Another huilding was at once erected and ready for use in April,
1794, when it was voted to give Rev. Joseph Warren £72 < and the
loose contribution money as a salary-—and when he shall be married
the parish will add £18 more.” He was succeeded in 1796 by Rev,
James Bowers, who left in 1802. Rev. Samuel Haskell became rector
in 1808 and was followed by Aaron Humphrey, formerly a Methodist
preacher. After 1813 there were no regular services in the society
till Rev. Mr. Olney was called in 1817. The name of St. Ann’s Church
was changed for legal reasons, in 1818, to Christ’s Church. The project
of building a new church found so much favor that the corner stone
of the preseut attractive church edifice, really one of the most de-
girable in the state, was laid in May, 1879. The stones, which are of
rare tint, were brought from a farm in Litchfield. The total cost was
only $14,000.

Mr. Olney resigned in 1825, Rev. T. W, Motte succeeded in 1828,
Rev. Isaac Peck in 1830 and Rev. Joel Clap in 1832, The old meeting
house of 1794, which bad for many vears been used as a town house,
was burned in 1833, Mr. Clap's pastorate was a prosperous enc and
lasted till 1840, when Rev. Willium Babcock began a most stceesslul
pastorate, and was followed by Rev. George Burgess in 1847, Rever-
end Burgess, after accepting the pastorate of the parish, was made
the first bishop of Maine and subsequently served the parish and the
<diccese in this dual capacity until his death, April, 1866. Bishop
Burgess was succeeded as rector by John MeGrath to 1870, C. 5. Lef-
fingwell to 1880, Leverett Bradley to 1885 and Charles 1. Wells to
1888, when Allen K. Beeman, the present rector, was installed.

The initial effort toward the formation of a Congregational society
in Gardiner was at a private house, when Rev. Dr. Gillett, secretary
of the Maine Missionary Society, preached to a small gathering onc
rainy Sabbath in the spring of 1833. During the summer following
he preached in the old school house on Summer street several times,
and wus followed by Daniel Hunt, of Andover Theological Seminary,
who held services for three months in the old Masonic Hall. A move-
ment to organize a parish was perfected September 28th of the same
year, and Seth Sweetser, a licentiate of Andover, was the next
preacher, holding services first in the school house, next in the
Masonic Hall and then in the Town Hall,

On the 28th of July, 1835, ten individuals who had been members
of Congregational churches in other towns were organized into a
church, and during the winter following R. H. Gardiner showed his
interest in the young parish by giving it the preseat location, on
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which after much difficulty a church was completed. The dedicatory
services were held November 23, 1836, and the same day Rev. Seth
Sweetser was installed pastor. Two years later he received a call from
Worcester, Mass., and Aaron C. Adams. of Bangor, succeeded him July
10, 1839. After two years Josiah W. Peet, from Andover Seminary,
received a call and was ordained pastor December 15, 1841. During
his pastorate the house of worship was much improved by an organ
and new furniture, and a vestry building was erected on a contiguous
lot. In 1848 Mr. Peet was succeeded by W. L. Hyde, a Bangor stu-
dent, who was ordained in May, 1849. Since then the successive pas-
tors have been: Harvey M. Stone, 1857; John W. Dodge, 1860; Austin
L. Park, 1864; Edgar Davis, 1882; and Richard W. Jenkins, who came
in 1884, was installed in 1885, and under whose pastorate the society
has enjoyed spiritual and material prosperity. The next year after
his installation a religious awakening added thirty-five members to
the church, which has continued to grow; the church edifice has been
enlarged and repaired at an expense of over $8,000, and was rededi-
cated April 8, 1890. The present membership numbers 155, with a
large Sabbath school. -

Methodism was first preached in Gardiner by Reverends Comfort
C. Smith, of Readfield, and Epaphrus Kibbey, of Massachusetts, in
the summer of 1800. Meetings were held at Bowman’s point in 1802,
and a church was built the next year, just north of Peter Grant's
house. It was never finished, but was occasionally used by this society
till about 1830, when it was taken down. The early Methodists in
Gardiner were Moses Springer, sen., Eleazer Crowell, Ichabod Plaisted,
James McCurdy, William Springer, Daniel Plummer, James Miller,
Stephen Robinson, Nathan Sweatland and Harlow Harden. During
the war with Great Britain, in 1812, some members of this society were
such ardent federalists that they found fault with their minister, Sam-
uel Hillman, for upholding his government in his pulpit; they said it
was * preaching politics.” In 1821 the towns of Augusta, Hallowell
and Gardiner were called the Hallowell circuit, containing 314 mem-
bers. : ' v

Previous to 1821 the society used the meeting house at Bowman’s
point, and the school house near Ichabod Plaisted’s, but for the next
two years they worshipped in the old church the Episcopalians had
used. Mr. Richard Clay built the ¢ Yellow meeting house ” at his own
expense, and told David Hutchinson, the Methodist minister, that he
“had given the house to the Lord and the key to father Plaisted.”
The services of the church were held there from 1822 to 1828, when
the society moved into their new church, which was dedicated the
same year, the eloquent John N. Maffitt preaching the sermon. The
building cost §3,500, and with the addition of occasional repairs,.is the
Methodist church on High street, of to-day.
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In 1827 Gardiner was made a separate station, and had 159 church
members, with Phineas Crandall pastor. His successors have been:
John Atwell, Stephen Waterhouse, Justin Spaulding, R. E. Scher-
merhorn, Aaron Sanderson, John B. Husted, John W. Atkins, Moses
Hill, Eaton Shaw, Joseph Colby, George Webber, J. C. Aspinwall,
Parker Jaques, Daniel B. Randall, Charles Munger, Howell B. Abbott,
Charles C. Mason, Charles W. Morse, Pascal E. Brown, W. S. Jones,
John F. Hutchins, George D. Lindsay, Israel Luce, Edward C. Bass,
George W. Hunt, Ammi S. Ladd and F. C. Haddock, the present pas-
tor. 'The church has a membership of 260 and is in a prosperous con-
dition. Benjamin S. Smith is president of the board of trustees.

The Gardiner Village Baptist Church was organized in 1843. Its
members were Rev. J. W, Lawton, B. H. Field, L. Parsons, E. Shep-
ard, Lucy V. Lawton, Nancy Field, Joan McCurdy, Mary A. Jewett,
Pamelia Duganne, Mary White and Margaret Plaisted. Rev. J. W.
Lawton was the first preacher, Martin Byrne was the second, J. B.
Foster the third, Edwin Dibble the fourth, and M. J. Kelley, who
came in 1851, was the fifth. The church building was sold in 1880 to
the G. A. R. Post for $1,000, and the society held no regular meetings
for eight vears. The ministers who preached in the old church were:
Reverends E. Nugent, Mr. Tuck, G. P. Mathews, J. M. Follett, F. D.
Blake, C. M. Herring and W. O. Thomas. After the interval of eight
years spoken of, the present beautiful church was erected at a cost of
$10.000, $6,500 of which was furnished by the Baptist convention, who
hold a deed of the property. Rev.C. E. Owen, the present pastor,
came in 1890. This growing church has eighty-three members.

The Gardiner City Freewill Baptist Church was organized in 1826
by A. Bridges and J. Robinson, with Elder S. Robbins as occasional
preacher. After a decline it was reorganized in 1836 by a council
from the Windsor quarterly meeting. There were thirteen members,
and Elder S. W. Perkins preached two years in the Clay meeting
- house. There was no steady pastor or preaching till Elder Hermon
Stinson came in 1841 and staid three years, and was succeeded by .
Elder J. Stevens till 1846. The meeting house at the corner of Sum-
mer and Winter streets was built that year, costing $3,100, and was
dedicated December 30th by Elder J. K. Staples, who preached for
two years. Elders C. Phinney, D. Lancaster and P. Folsom each min-
istered to the church for a time. A Sabbath school was commenced
in 1837 that flourished for fifteen years.

From 1852 to 1892 the ministers of this church have been: Daniel
Jackson, Charles E. Blake, Arthur Kavanagh, W. T. Smith, Jason Mar-
riner, Samuel McKeown, S. E. Root, Winfield S. Stockbridge, George
H. Child, Orrin Bartlett, S. C. Frost, B. G. Blaisdell, E. Manson, B.
Minard, Jeremiah Phillips, G. W. Pierce, C. E. Cook and J. L. Monroe.

41
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About 1870 this church passed through a severe experience of division
and dissension among its members, some forty of them withdrawing
and forming the Brunswick Street Church, which had a short, feeble
existence and then expired. The meeting house of this church has
been raised and turned about, and is being repaired at an expense of
about $7,000. It is one of the most attractive church edifices in Gar-
diner. Charles Bridge commenced these repairs and paid the bills
himself for a time, but received help from unexpected sources.

The writings of Emanuel Swedenborg seem to have been first in-
troduced into Maine by John Savels, of Gardiner, as earlyas 1812. In
1836 the New Jerusalem Church, with sixteen members, was formed
here, Reverends Samuel and Henry Worcester being occasional
preachers, They were followed by the Rev. Adonis Howard in 1839,
who was ordained the pastor in 1841, and preached here till poor health
terminated his labors, in 1846. The society built a church on Bruns-
wick street, which was afterward sold to the Freewill Baptists, and
has recently been converted into dwelling apartments. Summer
services are held each year in the Universalist church by Rev.
Julian K. Smyth, of Boston Highlands, John Goddard, of Cincinnati,
and other ministers. Henry B. Hoskins, Alexander S. Chadwick,
William Perkins, Eben F. Byram, Dr. James Parker and wife, and
Captain Thomas G. Jewett were among the early members, and Mrs.
Mary W. Swanton, Mrs. Worcester and Miss Dorcas Gay represent the
present.

The doctrine of universal salvation was preached in the old town
house in Gardiner about 1820, by the venerable Hosea Ballou, one of
the ablest men of his times. Barzillai Streeter and Elias Smith also
preached occasionally in the old school house, and Reverends Sylvanus
Cobb, W. A. Drew, Russell Streeter and others preached from time to
time previous to 1835, at which time the first Universalist parish was
formed. The records of the organization were lost, but it is known
that Parker Sheldon, Major Gay, E. McLellan, J. Y. Gray, James Stew-
ard, J. G. Donnell and Silas Andrews were among its supporters. April
29, 1840, it was permanently reorganized with eighteen members.

The church edifice, erected in 1842, cost $6,500, and was dedicated
February 1, 1843. Rev. James P. Weston was the first resident pastor,
the society growing under his ministry, which terminated in 1850.
He was succeeded in November of the same year by Rev. John Wes-
ley Hanson, who wrote his history of Pittston and Gardiner during
his pastorate here, which terminated in 1857. Since then A. R. Ab-
bott, Giles Bailey, L. J. Fletcher, J. M. Paine, William W. Nutting,
who came in 1871, Charles A. Hayden, Walter S. Vail and Joseph S.
Gledhill have been pastors of this church. In 1877 the vestry was
built at a cost of $1,100, and the building has from time to time been
furnished and repaired at a cost of several thousand dollars. Besides
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the Thomas Searls fund of five hundred dollars, the church has over
three hundred dollars in its treasury.

The Church of the Disciples was organized about 1850, largely
through the efforts of Elder George Garraty, who came here from St.
John’s, N. B., and preached in the old Clay meeting house five or six
years. He was succeeded by Elders Marquis, Marten and Harney.
Benjamin Marston and Marvel Sprague were the first church officers.
For the past two years this society has had no stated preacher, but
regular meetings are held each Lord’s day in the old “ Yellow meet-
‘ing house " on Plaisted hill, that Richard Clay built and “ gave to the
Lord ” in 1822. 'This is the oldest house of worship in the city, with
‘the exception of Christ’s Church.

The Advent Church of Gardiner, organized August 23, 1891, with
nineteen members, was the result of a series of tent meetings con-
-ducted by Elder H. P. Seavey, of Mt. Vernon. Elder Elisha S. Newell
is the resident licensed preacher, Henry D. Smith and Walter B. Mc-
Causland are deacons, and Elta M. Partridge is the secretary. The
meetings of this society are held in the school house on North street.

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Gardiner was built by Rev.Charles
Egan in 1858, then resident pastor of St. Mary's Church in Augusta,
and was the result of a mission he had established here, and labored
in with great zeal and faithfulness. It wasdedicated in 1863 by Bishop
Bacon, of Portland. Rev. Father M. C. O’Brien followed Father Egan,
‘and was succeeded by Rev. Eugene M. O'Callaghan. Rev. Raphael
Wissel, O. S. B., came in 1876, and was the first resident pastor. He
was succeeded in 1830 by Rev. Jeremiah McCarthy, the present pas-
tor. The church is in a flourishing condition, having a property worth
$12,000, and seating room for five hundred people. /

A combined movement in 1840 to build a church in South Gardi-
ner, in which Methodists, Free Baptists and Adventists joined with
-citizens of no denominational proclivities, resulted in the erection of
the first building for religious worship in that section. For the ensu-
ing forty.five years it was in all respects a genuine union meeting
house. The first two ministers, David Higgins and John Cumner,
- were Methodists; George Curtiss and H. F. Wood were Baptists; the
fifth, Sanford K. Partridge, was an Adventist, and the next, C. C.
Cone, was a Methodist, followed by Hagop H. Acterian, a Turk, Mr.
Cushing, Episcopalian, Mr. Harding, Congregationalist, Mr. Bates,
Adventist, and Frederick Newport, Congregationalist.

The Congregational Church at South Gardiner was organized in
1883, with eleven members. Frederick Newport, Jacob Horton and
Alfred L. Skinner were the first three pastors, succeeded by Silas N.
Adams, the present minister, January 15, 1888. The union house of
worship mentioned above is occupied by the society, and is stillowned
‘by the pewholders. It was repaired and enlarged in 1889 at a cost of
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$2,500, and now presents an inviting appearance. A mosi commenda-
ble fecling of harmony exists throughout the entire community, with
a certainty of additions in the near future to the present membership
of fifty-Ave.

"The Freewill Baptists built at South Gardiner a small church about
1842, which was sold io J. W. Lawrence in 1877, and converted into
the store he still runs.

The Young Men's Christian Association, with a membership of
108, supports regular religious meetings and publishes a monthly
journal.

Pupric ScHooLs. *-—Very little is known of the introduction of any
system of public educationt in Gardiner, the records furnishing but
slight information upon the subject.  Private schools were established
early in the history of the town, when it was a part of Piftston.
Hanson's history says: “ The {irst teacher was Master Everson, one of
the early settiers, who had taught school in Boston, but his metheds
not being up with the times, he came to Gardinerston, where he tanght
from house to house when he could find employmeni.” Private
schools, an outgrowth of this itinerant system of teaching, were at-
tended only by children whose parents were able to pay tuition.

Free public schools were established about 1784, There is evi-
dence that the expenditure of public money for free education was at
first strongly opposed by the early settlers, for in 1783 the town voted,
“ 1ot topay any schooling;” but in 1785 the selectmen were * appointed
a Cominity to hire a school master and Fix the Wards; who is to teach
school and Reed a Sermon over every Sunday,” and in 1787, “ Voted
that £30 be raised for schooling, to be paid in lumber or anything
that the school Mastér will Receive.” May 186, 1791, the town “voted
to Raise £80 for schooling to hire a person to keep school and preach
nine months.” It is probable that the town was divided into four
wards or sections, each receiving an equal share of the school and
preaching fund, for in 1792 a vote was passed as follows: * Eastern
River District may lay out the 420 raised for preaching in schooling.”
This district was what is now known as East Pittston.

The first school house in Gardiner, a rude wooden building, with-
out lath, plaster or paint, was above the original stone grist mill that
stood at the corner of Water and Bridge streets, on the lots now occu-
pied by the stores of C.W. Averill, Atking & Ce., and G. N. Johuson;
but earlier than this a man named Hoogs had kept a school in the
southeast room of Mr, Gardiner’s house. When Gardiner was incor-
porated In 1803, the only public school house within the present city
limitis stood at the corner of Dresden avenue and School street, on the
lot where Augustus Bailey's house now stands. This building was
burned in 1812, and during the following year another was built on

*By James M. Larrabee, secretary of the superintending school committee.
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the lot now occupied by the Lincoln Street school house. During the
erection of the new school house the school was kept in the only brick
building then in Gardiner. This building, still standing, is the tene-
ment house next south of the public library.

There was also a private school held in a building on Dresden
avente, nearly opposite the old parsonage, erected by individual sub-
scription.  Children of the wealthier families attended here, and
among them were Charles and Delia Tudor Stewart, a son and daughter
of Commodore Stewart. Miss Stewart afterward became Mrs. Parnell
and the mother of the late Charles Stewart Parnell, the great Irish
statesman. This building was purchased by the town about 1820 and
used for free school purposes. About 1820 a public school house was
erected at the junction of Highland avenue and Winter street, and was
used until 1840, when a new and larger one was built on Highland
avenue, on the lot now occupied by John D. Stephenson’s dwelling.

Among the many teachers 