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Executive Director’s Report

| write this report almost a month after the terrible attacks on the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon. | feel humbled and chastened by the enormity of the
suffering, the incredible bravery of the firemen, the police, and the ordinary
citizens who were caught up in the attack, and sad that many of us are now
feeling afraid and insecure.

Rev. Falwell’s idiotic statement in the wake of the Sept. 11th attacks blaming
gays, the ACLU, and abortion rights activists for provoking the wrath of God
exposes him as a complete moral moron, should anyone have needed further
proof. Thank God (sorry, Jerry) that the prospect of our own fundamentalists
establishing a home-grown Taliban regime in America is a nightmare that we
need not fear.

While it is not the goal of Speakout to try to convert the “Holy Mishuganahs,”
neither can we forget that they’re out there trying to impede our quest for
tolerance, safe communities and equality. We cannot forget that Maine is the
only New England state to have seen its civil rights amendment prohibiting
sexual orientation discrimination twice repealed by popular vote in campaigns
led by anti-gay Christian organizations.

So we will continue to reach out to the majority of Mainers “in the middle,” many
of whom have not met an openly gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgendered person
before — or parents willing to talk about their son or daughter — to share our
personal experiences in a spirit of respectful give-and-take. And we are focus-
ing our efforts on securing speaking invitations in the towns in which a majority
voted against the civil rights bill in the last election.

While many of us were very discouraged by losing these votes, we need to
bounce back in the face of these setbacks. We are making progress and we
can accelerate this progress if enough of you will come forward, get trained as
speakers, and help us find speaking opportunities in your community, at your
workplace, church, synagogue or civic group. The time to speak out is (still)
now!

Special Insert: Evan Wolfson on Marriage
Walk with the Ones You Love America Speaks Out
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AMERICA

( NATIONAL COUNCIL: Bruce Bawer « Robert Callely « Kevin Cathcart « James Dale « Michael Denneny
SPEAKS OUT!

« E.). Graff « Dr. Mathilde Krim + Norma Marin « Ned Rorem « Robert Taylor « Alan Wolfe « Philip
Yenawine « Bob Zeliner

America Speaks Out

National Institute - July 26-29

For the second year in a row, we held our America Speaks Out national training at Southern Maine
Technical College in South Portland. Twenty-two people attended the three-day institute. They came
from Phoenix, Arizona; Sutton, Massachusetts; Hampstead, Maryland; Daytona Beach, Florida; Alex-
andria, Virginia; Greencastle, Indiana; St. Cloud, Minnesota; Monroe, New York; Peekskill, NY; Provi-
dence, Rhode Island; Williston, Vermont; and Bridgton, Cape Elizabeth, and Brunswick, Maine.

It was an interesting mix of people and hopefully they found the training a spur to focused action back
home. A majority of attendees were interested in organizing Walks with the Ones You Love in their
communities in 2002. We stand at the ready to help them in any way we can.

Of special interest this year was our keynote speaker at the Thursday evening reception and dinner,
Bob Zellner. Bob was the first white field secretary to serve with the Student Non-Violent Organizing
Committee (SNCC) in Mississippi in the early 60s. Having grown up in Alabama, son and grandson of
Klan members and named after the Rev. Bob Jones, who officiated at his parents’ wedding, Bob's
story of becoming a civil rights activist in the non-violent tradition was fascinating and inspiring. Bob is
a wonderful storyteller, a great mimic, and these attributes plus the twinkle in his eyes made him the
absolute hit of the institute. (If you are ever lucky enough to meet him, ask him to tell you the story of
the Yankee and the Southern women discussing the question “Do you believe in Science/Signs?”
Depending on which region of the country you hail from, the question becomes a very different ques-
tion!)

An exceptional moment of the institute occured during a session on “Speaking Out for Safe Schools”
when a newly trained speaker from Maine told a riveting story of her (ongoing) journey as a male-to-
female transgendered person. Her story was so compelling and so movingly told, it could have held
our attention for an hour. On the spot, we decided that next summer’s institute will have a session
devoted to Transgender experiences and issues to respond to the great interest we saw expressed
that day.

| was also struck by the intensity of feeling and variety of experiences that surfaced in the session on
“Talking to People of Faith.” One participant related an almost mystical experience of coming to terms
with her faith and her ineradicable identity as a lesbian; another expressed his gratitude for the loving
attention offered him by particular nuns and priests and parochial school teachers even as he deliv-
ered an impassioned tirade against the Pope and what he sees as the hubris of organized religion.
The sparks flew and the contrasting experiences and strong emotions were fascinating to observe. On
one point there was no disagreement: that the anti-gay positions embodied in various church doctrines
and practices have deeply hurt a lot of people.
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Kathy Wilson

“You Go, Girl!”

Idid love that speak out..and I keep that little girl’s drawing on my
wall by my desk at work...and it does serve to remind me that our
hope is in education and the young folks...but they are taught by
older folks...so

the work must go on..we must keep speaking...we must keep coming
out of the closet so people know we are good, contributing and
regular members of

society and that we should be equal. It is fear that keeps their
mind’s closed. Unfortunately. fear also keeps so many of us in the
closet ..and without speakout...we would still be peeping back at
each other from behind the wall of fear...so..when she wrote.”you
go girl”..she knew what she was talking about. I will always speak
out.. and every speaking engagement I go to proves to me that we
should and need to keep going. I know one little girl who will grow
up “speaking” for us” ...

“Life shrinks or expands in proportion to one’s courage”
- Anais Nin

“Diversity is about difference well beyond
sexuality” Madonna Savage

Last May I had the honor of being asked to represent MSOP as a
speaker at the Mt. Ararat Middle School. I had recently completed
the MSOP training in April and the school’s Diversity Day marked
my first opportunity to speak. [ was a bit nervous but later upon
entering the school, I felt inspired by the positive energy. Admit-
tedly, I went in that morning, focused on my personal
perspective as a Lesbian, but in fact was reminded diversity is
about differences well beyond Sexuality.

My fellow speakers and I participated in two separate sessions to
one group of 7th graders followed by a group of 8th graders. We
told our stories to these attentive groups and proceeded to answer
their quite appropriate questions.

What impacted me the most that day, was the re-connection [ felt
to my time as a teenager. If only there had been a similar kind of
support system and discussion about these issues when [ was
growing up. Maybe my personal struggle could have been easier.
The peers, I eventually sought advice from, might also have been
able to offer better insight.

I would like to thank MSOP for giving me a forum to share my
very personal story. And I'd like to thank the students, administra-
tors, and faculty for opening up their school to the celebration of
Diversity. My involvement that day solidified for me the hope that
despite all our differences, there is power in the acknowledgement
of them. I drove off the school property with a renewed sense of
pride in our common community, diverse as it is.

“It’s up to the straight community to lead.”
Jayne Lello

Why Bother? Our days are so full and our time so tight, why
should anyone take the time to ‘speak out’ or ‘walk with the one
you love’ in hopes of changing a negative attitude to a positive
about gays? I'm straight. [ work in the public school system, and
I am reminded daily of the cruel and casual discrimination that is
randomly thrown at invisible targets.

Mean words that are tossed around like hard balls — these are
wild balls, thrown at whoever will giggle or squirm or strike or
duck — words like fag, gay, queer, lesbian. These names are called
out as an offense and they bounce around the room touching kids
and rebounding off. The fact is, the percentages have been proven,
that somewhere in the room or hall or cafeteria there is a gay,
transgender or bisexual child who is cringing inside, turning inside
out to not be noticed when these words come at them.

We, as a society, have asked our gay community members to
disappear. We’ll accept them if we don’t have to ‘see’ them. We ask
that of the adults in our society, and we ask that of the kids in our
schools. We talk about health issues in schools, but the issue of
sexual orientation is tainted, gray, and unclear. For a kid who
hasn’t figured out who they are or why they feel so different there is
no place to question or talk or learn — they learn early to ‘blend
in’ and stay out of sight. How ridiculous. I want to be one voice
that sounds loud and clear whenever the name calling starts. 1
make it a point to catch those words as they start flying out over
the room — [ catch them, crumple them, and throw them in the
trash where they can’t hurt anyone. [ speak openly saying that
being gay is being strong and brave in who you are — finding
yourself and being true to that self is never easy in this life —
especially if you're gay. I sometimes wonder about the strength of
my message when [ ‘speak out’. I'm straight and sometimes that
isn’t who an audience is expecting to see. My message to groups is
simple — it’s up to the straight community to speak loudlly against
discrimination on this issue. It’s up to the straight community to
lead the walks in our communities, clear the debris from the
sidewalk, be on guard for the bigots in the crowd and set an
example of tolerance and acceptance. It’s up to us to make the
playgrounds and the offices safe enough for the gay kids and adults
in our communities to ‘become visible’. Fighting discrimination is
a community responsiblility, and it’s one that I take very seriously.

“l talk about the family I lost.” Dan Williams

My fondest experience during a speakout session was just recently.
I was moved when [ saw people with tears in their eyes and others
drying tears during my talk. Most of the times I have an idea of
what I will be talking about and most times other I go of track
when [ feel the need to do so to help bring home the message. 1
have enjoyed all my co-partners on these assignments and the
experience has shown that they have always been a good match.

[ strongly feel the need that these speakouts need to continue
because 1 find them to be a healing experience for me since I talk
about the family I lost after being out for nearly twenty years and
now it is an issue with them. Being a speakout member has really
made an impact on my life and I look forward to many more
sessions. [ thank MSOP for allowing me to do this so I may help
others understand the real hurt and put a face on the issue.









