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[Wahidah Muhammad, TAPE 1, SIDE A]
Maureen:

Today is Monday, June the 16th, 2003 and this is the "Home Is
Where I Make It" Race and Labor in Lewiston and Auburn, Maine
Oral History Project. Today I am interviewing Ms. Wahidah
Muhammad. And, W ahidah, first, thank you for agreeing to be
part of the project today.

Ms. Muhammad:

Mmmhmm.

Maureen:

The first set of questions I want to ask you concern general
background, background of yourself, and, um, general background
regarding family. Can you tell me the year that you were born in?

Ms. Muhammad:

1948.

Maureen:

And where were you born?

Ms. Muhammad:

Chicago, Illinois.

Maureen:

How long have you lived in Maine?

Ms. Muhammad:

Since '91 of -- December '91.

Maureen:

And how long have you lived in Lewiston or Auburn?

Ms. Muhammad:

Um, about five or six years now. (inaudible)

Maureen:

Do you remember when you first -- now, was that Lewiston or
Auburn that you lived?

Ms. Muhammad:

Lewiston. Um --

Maureen:

Do you know when you moved?

Ms. Muhammad:

-- hmm. It must have been around '97 that I moved to Lewiston.

And, um, '97, '98, '99 -- yeah. That sounds like it, in '97.
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Maureen:

So it's six years then?

Ms. Muhammad:

Mmmhmm.

Maureen:

Can you tell me your parents' names?

Ms. Muhammad:

Sure. My mother's name was, or, I speak of them when -- when I
speak of them I don't like to use the word, the term, was. But my
mother's name is, uh, Annie Bell Williams and my father's name
is Christopher Columbus Williams. And he disliked his name so
much that he signed all documents in, uh -- everyone called him
C.C.

Maureen:

Okay. Interesting. Can you tell me something about your
parents?

Ms. Muhammad:

Uh, my father, uh, was a barber. Urn, he cut hair in a barber shop
for years. And, uh, prior to his retiring, I guess maybe five or six
years before he retired, he began to work for the State of Illinois at
a mental institution. In fact, it was called Chicago State Hospital.
And, um, he began taking care of the hygiene treatment for
mentally disabled people. Um, my mother was a factory worker.
Not much education there, I think. I'm not sure if mom even
graduated from elementary school.

Maureen:

What kind of factory?

Ms. Muhammad:

Urn, gee, I don't really know what they were making in this
factory. Uh, it seems so many years ago, but I know whatever it
was, that she had to wear boots because it was wet and when she
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would come home, uh, she would always have me to rub her back
because her back hurt so bad. And she didn't work during the
entire, um, relationship, uh -- I shouldn't say relationship, but
marriage, but she did periodically have to go to work at that
factory.
Maureen:

So, it's hard work.

Ms. Muhammad:

It was hard labor. Indeed. I remember very well her being just
wiped out when she returned home.

Maureen:

Now, where did you go to elementary school and high school?

Ms. Muhammad:

Um, I went to elementary and high school in Chicago, Illinois.
Chicago -- I graduated from, ooh, you are taking me back, uh,
Bielder School.

Maureen:

Can you spell that?

Ms. Muhammad:

BIELDER.

Maureen:

Okay.

Ms. Muhammad:

Um, that was the elementary school, and the high school that I
attended was Hyde Park, but I didn't graduate from high school. I
got the GED.

Maureen:

Okay. Now, Chicago is a big city, so, what, north, west (inaudible)

Ms. Muhammad:

Oh, okay. Well, Bielder is on the west side of Chicago. And then
my, um, family moved to the south side of Chicago and I attended,
um, uh, -- oh, wait a minute, William Ray. I graduated -- my
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elementary school was William Ray and it was on the south side of
Chicago at 56th and Kimbark or Kenwood.
Maureen:

Kenwood?

Ms . Muhammad:

Yes . It is -- it's either KENWOOD

or it was KIM BARK

.

Wow.
Maureen:

And , so, it's William Ray.

Ms. Muhammad:

Yes, William Ray Elementary School.

Maureen:

We could probably find that on the Internet.

Ms. Muhammad:

Mmm hmm. Mmm hmm.

Maureen:

Okay.

Ms. Muhammad:

And , uh, the high school that I attended , though , for sure, I only
went to one and that was Hyde Park . Um.

Maureen:

That's High, H I G H, or that's --

Ms. Muhammad :

No . It' sHYDE.

Maureen:

Okay. All right. And did you go to college or university?

Ms. Muhammad:

Um , well , it seems like I've been in school most of my life. In
Chicago I attended -- that's where I got my registered nurse
licensure. Uh , I attended , um , Olive Harvey College , their nursing
program.

Maureen:

Okay.

Ms. Muhammad:

And , uh , that's where I graduated from .

Maureen:

Mrnm hmm. Now , you also had a more recent graduation?
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Ms. Muhammad:

Yeah. Yes. That's true. Um, I attended USM's, urn,
baccalaureate program with social and behavioral sciences and I
got my bachelor's from there. And , uh, the next year, in fact,
before I graduated from USM, I had all ready registered and was
attending the University of New England, uh, on the Portland
Campus. Um -- and I recently graduated from there with my
masters' degree in social work, uh, June -- May 17th. Mmm hmm.

Maureen:

And, uh, again, just going back to your parents, urn, do you believe
that your parents attended college or university, either your father
or your mother?

Ms. Muhammad:

You know, I really don't know about my father having actually
attended barber school. I really don't know. It -- it wasn't
discussed. He was just -- and that's all I knew him to be all of his
life. But I know my mother did not attend college.

Maureen:

Mmm hmm. Now, do you have any children?

Ms. Muhammad:

I have one son. He is, urn -- he'll be 40 this year. And I'm a
grandmother of one 13-year-old son.

Maureen:

That is so hard to believe.

Ms. Muhammad:

Thank you.

Maureen:

Um, does your son live in the State of Maine?

Ms. Muhammad:

No, they're both back in Chicago. I'm hoping to get my grandson
up here, though, urn, as soon as possible. I want -- I want him to
get another way of life, some greenery.
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Maureen:

All right. Now, your son, did he attend college or university?

Ms. Muhammad:

No. No. And he, too, dropped out of high school and has been
promising me before I die that he would go back and get his GED.

Maureen:

Well, I think, you probably would have -- you know, when you
show him your diploma.

Ms. Muhammad:

Yeah.

Maureen:

Inspire him.

Ms. Muhammad:

Yeah.

Maureen:

All right. The next group of questions have to do with the question
of labor. And, uh, you indicated your educational background, um,
but what types of jobs have you held?

Ms. Muhammad:

Well, as a registered -- I've been into nursing for the past -- over
20 years -- and, um, unfortunately I've developed, um,
degenerative arthritis of the spine. And I had to find another
profession, and, uh, which is what prompted me to return to school
to become a social worker. And, um, as I get older, my health
seems to, you know, be failing me. I don't -- I really don't want to
claim anything, but now they're saying that I have lupus. So, I
don't -- I don't even know if you want to put that on there or not.
That's -- that's kind of confidential. But, uh, that's what's
happening with me right now. But I've worked as a nurse. The
predominant part of my work history has been as an R.N. But I've
done jobs like waitressing, I've worked in a bakery, um -- I worked
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here at, uh, um, CPAM which is the Creative Photographic Art
Center of Maine, um, the director there is Mr. Patry. What's his
first name? Hmm. But it's part ofUMA school, and I worked in
the office there as a job -- work study. I really enjoyed the
position, too. It's clerical work, but, uh, I -Maureen:

Now, the center, is the center located here?

Ms. Muhammad:

Yes, it's here in Lewiston. And it's, uh, right on the Canal Street
at the famous Bates Mill. Um, Michel Patry, that's his name.
And, uh, he teaches photography. You can get an associate's in
applied sciences there or you can get your bachelor's there. And
it's a program that, uh, works with or as a collaborative with the
University of Maine as well.

Maureen:

That's great.

Ms. Muhammad:

Mmmhmm.

Maureen:

Now, you've lived in Maine longer than you have lived in
Lewiston and Auburn in particular. Um, but do you know any
prominent blacks that have lived and worked or continue to live
and work here in Lewiston and Auburn, is there anyone who kind
of stands out in your mind in terms of the black community?

Ms. Muhammad:

Any one individual that stands out?

Maureen:

Yeah. Or -- or more than one (inaudible).

Ms. Muhammad:

Um, I have an affinity for the Talbot family. Um, I really respect
the fact of what they've gone through and they continue in the
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struggle. And as you probably know , it's not easy to service , um ,
black people, you know, because, well, like the cracks in the
barrel syndrome, but I really admire the Talbot family. Well, the -Gerald Talbot and with Rachel Talbot, as well. And , um, it's as
though she has picked up her father ' s banner.
Maureen:

Mmm hmm. What (inaudible) blacks (inaudible) in Lewiston and
Auburn? Is there anyone --

Ms . Muhammad:

Ah.

Maureen:

-- that you consider -- uh , you can term prominent , or prominent
can mean prominent because of their position or profession or
prominent can just be , uh, popular or someone who is known for
having a very good personality.

Ms. Muhammad:

Uh , well there is the young woman who is actually new to, uh , the
community , um. She is a Somalian woman. But she saw a need
for , um, a program that is specific to the needs of women and
children . Uh , it's similar to AW AP , but it extends A WAP because
it deals with women in crisis , families , so to speak.

Maureen:

Well --

I hate to interrupt you , but , uh , can you say what AW AP stands
for, for people who are (inaudible) --

Ms. Muhammad:

Oh , well , AW AP is a, um -- oooh . I don ' t know what the acronym
stands for --

Maureen:

(Inaudible).
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Ms. Muhammad:

Right. It's the AW AP. Uh, it's a women's organization that
deals with women in crisis.

Maureen:

Okay.

Ms. Muhammad:

Well, Azeb, AZ EB, her last name is Hassan, HASSAN,
stands out in my mind because she, um, understands the need to
address the women's and children's issues and, um, is not always
looked upon favorably in the Somali culture. But she stands any
way with the opposition and that's what I love about her, you
know. So.

Maureen:

Okay.

Ms. Muhammad:

Mmmhmm.

Maureen:

So. And the Somali and -- also Sudanese (inaudible)
predominately Somali population has grown significantly --

Ms. Muhammad:

Indeed.

Maureen:

-- uh, as well.

Ms. Muhammad:

Indeed.

Maureen:

Now, do you know any black-owned businesses here in Lewiston
and Auburn?

Ms. Muhammad:

Uh--

Maureen:

(Inaudible).

Ms. Muhammad:

-- yes. Yes.

Maureen:

(inaudible) -- restaurants, anything?
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Ms. Muhammad:

Uh, I have a, um, a woman who does my hair and has been doing
my hair for years. She does anything you want done to hair. Her
name is Crystal, Crystal Brown. I believe her name is, C R Y S T
AL, uh, BROWN.

And she has a shop now, her shop is, um,

um -- you know how you know where something is and you don't
know the street. But, anyway, Crystal has been doing my hair
since I was -- when I first got here, uh, and I was living in
Portland. I would drive all the way up here to have Crystal do my
hair. Um, she has a business. Let me see, who else. What other
businesses is black owned in Lewiston other than the Somali
businesses, because the Somali's are opening things right and left.
They've got at least four, off the top of my head.
Maureen:

(Inaudible).

Ms. Muhammad:

There is a restaurant --Azeb is about to open a restaurant. Um,
there's grocery stores. One, two, three -- three grocery stores. Um,
there's the mosque here. That's not a business but it's the place of
worship.

Maureen:

Worship. Yes.

Ms. Muhammad:

Yes. And all of them, actually, are on Lisbon Street for the most
part. There are some other grocery stores that are not on Lisbon
Street, of course, but, um, there's at least four businesses right here
on Lisbon Street open by Somali's. There's one dealing with
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African imports that you would just love to browse around in, um,
see things of interest.
Maureen:

Mmm hmm. Any other businesses, restaurants, um, shops or, um,
other black professionals? They may not necessarily have a
restaurant or something, but maybe, um, lawyer, businesses,
anything?

Ms. Muhammad:

Mmm, let me see. In Lewiston there sticks out in my mind
(inaudible). So I can't really say (inaudible).

Maureen:

So kind of re-asking the same type of question, are there any other
blacks who stand out in your memory for any particular reason?

Ms. Muhammad:

Well, there is, um, Bell Carnegie, a professor from Bates College.
And, um -- oh, now that you mention it, I'm trying to think of --

John Carruthers, I believe is his name, uh, at Bates College. C A R
RUTHERS,

and I hope I'm spelling his name correctly. Um,

both are professors at Bates College, um -- and, um, just being a
professor there and standing alone, so to speak, is, um, something
to be praised for.
Maureen:

Now, also under the last question actually in this section is, do you
know of any blacks who've worked in the mills, or the factories of
Lewiston and Auburn?

Ms. Muhammad:

I can't say that I do. Uh, by the time I got here, um, working in the
mills was pretty much history.

Maureen:

Okay.
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Ms. Muhammad:

Um, I have seen photos from, um, Mr. Patry's school of
photography, and I have seen black people in those photographs
working side by side with the Franco-Americans in the factory.
So, um, he probably could have even more information as far as
pictures for you.

Maureen:

Yeah. Great. Because that -- that was one of the questions -because frequently Franco-American workers are associated with
the mills, but we also know that African Americans have lived here
for a long time. So, it seems at least there is some visual evidence

Ms. Muhammad:

That's right.

Maureen:

-- of that --

Ms. Muhammad:

That's right.

Maureen:

-- that they were in the mills and, also, um, had to have some type
of relationship, even if it was just as co-workers --

Ms. Muhammad:

Mmmhmm.

Maureen:

-- um, with the other people.

Ms. Muhammad:

That's right.

Maureen:

The last couple of questions have to do with life in Lewiston and
Auburn. And these are, um, (inaudible) subjective in a sense. But
how would you describe living in this area, in Lewiston and
Auburn in particular?
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Ms. Muhammad:

Mmm. Uh, I think it's a, um -- an excellent learning experience
for me, having come from an area that I didn't see caucasians
unless I went to work. So, I'm saying that I've always lived in a
predominantly black community. And now all my neighbors, for
the most part, are either caucasian or Somalian. And, um, what is
it like? It reminds me of a microcosm of a big city in that, um, you
have people who are your white collar workers, your blue collar
workers, and then you have your down right poor people. And I
see more poor people here than I did back home. And the people - what is the difference? Um, the people back home might have
been poor, but you didn't literally know it. They kept a good
fa9ade up. You didn't know they didn't have anything to eat or a
place to stay. But here it is very evident that there are many people
who are homeless. Teenagers, I've never seen so many teenagers
that are homeless or have applied for, um, emancipation, they call
it, and, uh, be out on their own, so to speak. And, um, drugs are
very prevalent, um, in the sense of, um, it has such an effect on the
teens and the children. Not only teenagers are using drugs, but it's
like a repeat of a cycle. Um, many of the adults do it, so the
children run away, they end up doing it, and then they have
children and they end up doing it, but in the interim, um, they're
not being -- they are not advancing enough to take care of
themselves and to find, uh, places of employment and maintain
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those jobs in order to have apartments of their own, so. It's a
vicious cycle. I find lots of, uh, abuse here, you know. And I'm
not saying there is not abuse in Chicago, but it's -- it's, um, ah -- it
hasn't been addressed as it should be. It's kept as a secret, that

dirty secret that no one talks about, but the residual comes out in
the, um, behavior of the children, or the adults, for that matter.
And there lies the use of -- of, uh, substance abuse, you know.
That's why it became so prevalent, and there is a lot of it here in
Lewiston.
Maureen:

Do you think that your professional training gives you a kind of
heightened awareness or even sensitivity to --

Ms. Muhammad:

Oh, definitely. Definitely. But even before I got my, uh, master's
degree in social work, I would sit in Kennedy Park sometimes and
look at the people in the, um -- I -- I can only compare it to
Chicago. Occasionally you would see a bag lady, what we call a
bag lady, BAG, bag lady. She'd have a shopping cart or she'd
have a bunch of bags that she would carry around all her personal
belongings, and that was her life in those bags. Well, I could sit in
the park and see three or four people come through looking like
that. I would see people whose shoes were -- they were just out
right poor. You could see it, you know. And, so, um, I think that
my education definitely had something to do with it because I was
under the impression -- and this it the God's truth -- I was under
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the impression that, um, black people were the only people that,
um, wrote graffiti and threw paper on the ground and broke bottles
and that type of thing. But when I came to Maine and I began to
look -- now, I said, this is the same behavior as poor black people.
So it's not a race thing; it's an economic thing. And that really just
opened my mind so that I could see better. And, um -- and in turn
want to do something to help it, you know, regardless of what the
people looked like. So I -- I have no doubt in my mind it's -- it's
not about race; it's about economics.
Maureen:

Mmmhmm.

Ms. Muhammad:

Mmmhmm.

Maureen:

Do any events in the time that you have lived in Lewiston -- are
there any events in the local history that stand out in your -- in your
memory?

Ms. Muhammad:

Oh -- yes. Recently, um, the mayor of Lewiston made a statement
that was detrimental to the population, and, um -- particularly the
Somalian and African Americans here, uh, which brought on the
Many and One rally. And I had to get involved in it because I have
a voice, you know. And I -- so, to make a long story short, um, he
never apologized for that and now I'll never forget it, you know.
He had the opportunity to make amends and to explain that he
didn't mean it the way that it came out because we all make
mistakes. But he meant everything that he said and that's why he
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never apologized for it. And, um, the irony of it all though is the
fact that he is Franco-American. And when the Franco-Americans
came here, they were dehumanized and, um, um-- put down, so to
speak. And here he is doing the same thing. It's almost like, uh,
oppression -- the oppressed become the oppressor. So, urn, -- plus
the other thing that went along with what the mayor said was, it
wasn't true in the sense that, uh, the Somalis were a burden
community. When the Somalis came they came with thousands of
dollars in grant monies that helped the city. But he didn't say that.
So because of, um, the hypocrisy, I would never vote for him.
Maureen:

Mmm hmm. And what role did you play in -- in the rally

(inaudible)?
Ms. Muhammad:

Oh, um. Well, there were several committees that I was on in
putting together what the actual event would look like. And some
-- because -- because many people don't understand what to do in
time of crisis, because the city went into crisis behind that. And,
um -- um, some people, non-black people or non-African people,
in their way they thought that they should have a big party and
rally and say that we want to love the Somalis, and blah, blah.
And I said no. This is not the time to party, this is not the time to
celebrate. What we should do is blah, blah, blah and -- and in that
way I had a voice. But in order to get my voice heard, I had to get
on those committees. And every week -- and go to those
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committee meetings and see to it that, um, um, our desires or our
wishes were heard and brought into fruition.
Maureen:

Mmm hmm. Okay. Have you had any connection or do you

continue to have any connection or membership with the NAACP
or, more locally with Christ Temple Church in Auburn, either of
those?
Ms. Muhammad:

Yes. Um, I have been asked to be on the board of Health 2000 --

Maureen:

Oh, good.

Ms. Muhammad:

-- which is dealing with AIDS and lilV.

Maureen:

Okay.

Ms. Muhammad:

And, um--

Maureen:

Now, Health 2000 is a program of Green Memorial? Or -- or has it
been taken over, not taken over, but (inaudible) NAACP
collaborate or anything?

Ms. Muhammad:

Uh, I -- I think that the NAACP is working with them, but it's, uh,
it's pretty much a separate entity that stands alone. But because
lilV and AIDS is definitely a black issue, what they've done is -we have to pour into the problem whatever little resources we
have, and that includes the NAACP, because the NAACP is the
most prevalent black organization here in Maine. And, um -- um,
and again Rachel Talbot is involved in that. So, um, because there
are so few of us here in Maine, we have to use what resources we
have and, um -- and the NAACP is one of the major resources.
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But I can't say that it's run by the NAACP or it's run by Green
Memorial, but it's -- it's a 501 c?
Maureen:

Right.

Ms. Muhammad:

Which means that it's --

Maureen:

Nonprofit.

Ms. Muhammad:

-- a nonprofit organization, right.

Maureen:

Great. Great. How else do you connect to the community?

Ms. Muhammad:

Here in Lewiston?

Maureen:

Yes.

Ms. Muhammad:

Well, um, it's -- it's nice to sit here and -- and -- and talk about
yourself, but, um, I can remember when I was going to school for,
um -- at the University of Southern Maine and getting my
bachelor's. Um, United Way, the president of the United Way -Larry Marocux, M A R O C U X, came to our class and was
recruiting people to work within the community. They needed
someone to do a survey. And, um -- well, he didn't actually ask
for a survey, but that's what myself and three other students
decided to do. And what we did was we surveyed, uh, the teams.
We had a, uh -- a survey that went through the community from 12
to 21 year olds . And what this information gave was the assets and
the, um , um, needs of the teams in the community and it gave
them a venue to talk because -- knowing that these kids are being
abused and ain't nobody listening and so they becoming addicts.
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Um, that's why we chose the teams. And it went out very well.
Um, and we also did a team summit where we had a powwow,
literally, set around and the teams got a chance to voice what they
were going through and how they -- and what they liked and what
they disliked.
Maureen:

Do you have a date for that, or a particular year (inaudible) --

Ms. Muhammad:

Hmm. That must have 2000, 2001. Let me see. I was a student. I

graduated in 2001. Maybe 2000. Yes. I think it was in 2000.
And, um, it was successful. So successful was it, Maureen, that
they took that survey and they used it for community -- in the
community agencies now, you know, like, urn, New Beginnings
and -- and United Way, and they share that information from that
survey.
Maureen:

Okay.

Ms. Muhammad:

Yeah.

Maureen:

Great.

Ms. Muhammad:

Yeah. It is great.

Maureen:

(Inaudible) special (inaudible).

Ms. Muhammad:

That's something special. Yeah.

Maureen:

You kind of addressed this, but I'll ask you the question directly.
Um, what -- what things do you find unique to living in Maine and
what things do you find to living in Lewiston and Auburn?
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Ms. Muhammad:

Himn. Unique to living in Lewiston and Auburn and -- well, let
me start with Lewiston. I really wish that there was better
transportation, not only for, uh, the people, but for myself as well.
If my car breaks down, I'm up the creek. Uh, I've spoken --

whether -- I spoke to the mayor at the time, her name was Tara,
Tara-- uh, I can't think of her last name. But anyway, uh, it didn't
really go anywhere. But, um, transportation is an issue because I
have even heard other people talk about, well, if I had a way to get
there, I'd get there, you know, so. I'd go find a job if I could get
there, but I don't have a car and I can't make money to buy a car,
so. That's an issue here. And, um, in the wintertime -- these are
trivial things perhaps to other people, but in the wintertime I
noticed how people don't shovel the streets. So getting around and
walking, you have to literally walk in the street where the cars are,
and it's slick, and so the car can lose control and you're hit. So,
those are things that, I mean, just seem like common sense. Shovel
your walkway, you know. Shovel in front of your store or some
what have you, so. What else is unique living in Lewiston, Maine?
Um, uh, I can't think of anything else. Like I said, it's like a
microcosm of Chicago, you know. The same issues, drugs, um -um -- and then you have some beautiful homes here and some
beautiful areas here, uh, educated people here as well. But I don't
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find them reaching out to help these, um -- help their own people
who are less fortunate, as they should.
Maureen:

Mmmhmm.

[Wahidah Muhammad, TAPE 1, SIDE 2]
Maureen:

All right. We are continuing our conversation. Um, actually, you
are almost done. Is there anything else -- now that I have flipped
the tape -- but is there anything else you want to -- to add?

Ms. Muhammad:

Well, let me see, about Maine. You were talking about in
Lewiston and, then, in Maine --

Maureen:

Right. Right. (inaudible)

Ms. Muhammad:

The main unique thing is that there are so few, um, people of color
here. But we're coming, because the Somalis have come here,
there are Sudanese and there's Togolese here. They're not as
many Togolese as Sudanese in Lewiston as there are Somalians.
And, um, I am really glad to, um, see us becoming more of a
diverse place. And, um, in Maine, period, uh, Portland is full of
diversity now as -- as I travel there. So -- and it's not at all like it
was when I first got here in '91 because I definitely went through a
culture shock where I -- I could go for days and not see anyone that
looked like me, you know. That was heart breaking. I said, I don't
want to be here. But I adjusted. I adjusted. And, um, I have found
that in times of crisis like, uh, the snow storm, not snow storm, but
the, um, ice storm, I have never seen so many people come to my
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aid, you know, with, what you need, lady, you know? And, um ,
these were perfect strangers, you know, and, uh, I was grateful
because I -- I -- I was a bit fearful. I said, well, I don' t -- I don't
have any brothers up here that I can call, and I -- you know. But I
really wasn ' t alone. So I'm grateful for that. So it -- it taught me
that there -- there are some good in all people, and, um, we have to
just look for it.
Maureen:

Mmmhmm.

Ms. Muhammad:

Mmmhmm.

Maureen:

The last formal question that I have and that pertains to the African
American collection , and is also a -- it's a different type of
question than the other ones. So, um, if it's an uncomfortable
question , then you say so. Um, but one of the interesting artifacts ,
documents that we have in the African American collection at the
University of Southern Maine is the 1925 charter of the Ku Klux
Klan.

Ms. Muhammad:

Hmm.

Maureen:

Um, it was chartered for Androscoggin County and it was to be
headquartered in Auburn. And the question is -- this was 1925.
But the question is, in the time that you have been here have you
ever heard, um, mention of this organization in the local history?
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Ms. Muhammad:

Hmm. Only by historians, and I shouldn't say historians, but one
historian. And that was, um, I don't know his first -- oh, yeah,
Wells Maze --

Maureen:

Oh.

Ms. Muhammad:

-- from Portland.

Maureen:

(Inaudible) Maze. Okay.

Ms. Muhammad:

Yes. You know of him?

Maureen:

Yes.

Ms. Muhammad:

Okay. Very good. Because we were discussing, um -- I forget
what we were discussing, but it wasn't -- definitely wasn't the
Klan and somehow or another we were talking about oppression
and then, it came up. And, uh, he talked about how the Klan
actually marched down Congress at one time and -- there's an
excellent leather shop in Portland, on a comer, that has a
confederate -- that had, I should say, a confederate flag in the
window and I remember having my boots serviced there and I
asked, I said, uh, why is that flag up there, you know? Because
I'm spending money in here, you know. But I didn't say it like
that, of course. But I said well, why is that flag up there? And the
man who was servicing me immediately threw up both his hands
and said that's the owner's. I don't have anything to do with that.
I have nothing to say about that flag. I can't take it up -- I didn't
put it up and I can't take it down. So I just laughed it off. But, uh
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-- but since then, that flag is not flying in that window anymore,
you know. I'm not saying I had anything to do with, but I'm sure
other people spoke about that flag as well. So, um. And have I
heard it from anyone else? What I have heard only came up after
the mayor's, um, oppressive statements, and then everyone began
to talk about, uh, the different types of hate groups that were here
and that type of thing. But that's basically what I know about the
KKK.

Maureen:

Well, this is the end of my formal questions, but I have one last
question and that's a very broad question to you. Is there anything
that you'd like to add to this interview, anything you'd like to
finish with, anything, perhaps, that I didn't ask you that you would
like to comment on?

Ms. Muhammad:

Hrmn. Gee, I wish I had your questions ahead of time. But, let's

see, Maureen, what would I like to say about Maine and about
Lewiston?
Maureen:

Or just about yourself.

Ms. Muhammad:

Oh, about myself. Okay. Well, I'll take it and put it on myself.
Um, I've always been a people person which is why I chose the
profession of -- of, uh, nursing -- being a registered nurse. And
then as my health deteriorated -- I'm still a people person, but I'm
finding that I am not able to keep up as I would like to. I have no
idea, now that I'm a graduate with my master's degree in social
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work, what I'm exactly going to do, because I cannot function 40
hours a week and I know it. Um, I may end up leaving Maine
because I -- I can no longer tolerate the cold weather as I used to.
Um, but whereever I go, I will be -- I will still be working with
people, whatever they may look like. And, of course, you know, it
is just human nature to want to be among your own.
Maureen:

Well, great. Well, again, I thank you so much for the giving of
your time, and um, a lot of wisdom and observation for this
project. And this ends the Home Is Where I Make It interview
with Ms. Wahidah Muhammad. Wahidah, again thank you so
much for making (inaudible).

Ms. Muhammad:

My pleasure. I'm honored to have been asked.
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