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[Emma Jackson, TAPE 1, SIDE A]
Maureen:

And I'm speaking today with Mrs. Emma Jackson. And, Mrs.
Jackson, if you could give me your full name.

Emma:

My full name is Emma Louise Jackson.

Maureen:

And, Mrs. Jackson, in what year were you born?

Emma:

March 14, 1941.

Maureen:

And where were you born?

Emma:

In Atlanta, Georgia.

Maureen:

And how long have you lived in Maine?

Emma:

Ah, this September will be 46 years.

Maureen:

And how long have you lived in -- in the Lewiston/Auburn area?

Emma:

Mmm. We lived in Portland a -- maybe a year. So I've been here
almost 45 years.

Maureen:

Almost 45 years. All right. Can you tell me your parents' names?

Emma:

Um, Leroy Tillman and Daisy Tillman.

Maureen:

Ah, is that T I L L M A N?

Emma:

TI LL MAN.

Maureen:

Okay. Can you tell me something about them, something brief?

It's, ah, Tillman.

Ah, where they were born and what were their occupations?
Emma:

My mother was a school teacher. Ah, she taught in a small country
school in, ah, I think she said it was in Athens, Georgia. She was
born in Athens. My father was born, um, ah -- no. My mother was
born in Ackworth, a little town that's right outside Atlanta.
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Maureen:

Mmmhmm.

Emma:

It's actually the city limits of Atlanta there. My father was born in
Athens. My father, from what I can say, I mean, he was, ah, quite
older than my mother by about -- I say about 15 years older than
my mother, if that's important. He, ah, worked at Western Auto
for years and years and they went out of business. And from then
on he just kind of did odd jobs.

Maureen:

And where did you go to elementary school and high school?

Emma:

At South Polton High School. Ah, it was -- it was, ah, South -- it
was an elementary school -- it was South Felton.

Maureen:

Okay.

Emma:

And the -- then it was the high school.

Maureen:

And did you go onto college or a university?

Emma:

No.

Maureen:

Okay. And do you know if your -- did your parents attend college
or university?

Emma:

My mother did. Ah, attended, ah, Spellman College in Atlanta. I
don't -- I don't think she graduated. She didn't really say.

Maureen:

Mmmhmm.

Emma:

But she did attend there.

Maureen:

Okay. Do you remember what her major -- was it education?

Emma:

Education. Because she was a -- she taught.

Maureen:

And do you have any children?
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Emma:

I have three children.

Maureen:

And do they remain in the state of Maine or --

Emma:

My son lives in Landover Hill, Maryland.

Maureen:

Okay.

Emma:

And did your children attend college or university?

Emma:

He graduated from Howard University.

Maureen:

Okay.

Emma:

In, ah, D.C. My youngest daughter went to she -- they all
graduated from, ah, oh, Edward Little High School.

Maureen:

Right.

Emma:

And Robin, the youngest, went to, ah, Howard for one year. Then
she went on to, ah -- I can't think of the name of the college where
she got her paralegal degree. Stephanie graduated from, ah,
Edward Little but did not go on to college. She did some, ah -- did
more of educational work. But she didn't go to college. She just
did courses. And she did go to, ah, -- took a course in, ah, a school
in -- in Virginia but I'm -- I can't -- I'm not sure what that is.

Maureen:

Okay. All right. And what types of jobs have you held in your
lifetime?

Emma:

In the first ten years I did, ah, domestic work. Let's say when, ah,
-- I've been married -- well, you didn't ask me that, but, ah --

Maureen:

That's fine.
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Emma:

The first ten years of my life -- the fust -- after I came here I did
domestic work. The next ten, 20 , ah, I did , ah, work in a -- I
worked in -- in the nursing field as a medication technician. So I
started off as a CRNA , an, um , nursing assistant. And went on to a
CRMA. That's a certified registered medication assistant.

Maureen:

Okay. So that was -- and that has been the most -- the majority?

Emma:

That -- that's all I've done.

Maureen :

All right.

Emma:

I've been in the, ah, nursing field for 32 -- ah, 22 years at this job.
Eight years I worked for the State of Maine at Pineland Center. So
30 years.

Maureen:

Okay. And besides the Pineland -- so the companies that you've
worked for have been the Pineland Center --

Emma:

And Green Acres Manor, which was sold to CMMC and is now
under the -- it was Green Acres Manor.

Maureen:

All right.

Emma:

They sold it to CMMC, Central Maine Medical Center, in
Lewiston. And now I work for Bolster Heights and that's owned
by Central Maine Medical Center.

Maureen:

Okay. And that's -- how do you spell Bolster?

Emma :

BOLSTER.

Maureen:

Okay.

Emma :

Bolster Heights.
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Maureen:

All right. And, again, could you just briefly remind me of the
types of jobs that your parents held?

Emma:

My mother was a school teacher. And other than that -- but that
was before she got married, she taught school. Once she got
married she did just -- just domestic work. She didn't do anymore
of the --

Maureen:

Okay.

Emma:

Ah, but she actually didn't finish college.

Maureen:

Right.

Emma:

But she had -- did some teaching in a little country school for
awhile. My father worked at, ah, Western Auto for a number -number of years and then when they sold it was then that -Western was in East -- was in East Point. And once they sold that,
he didn't work. He just did kind of odd jobs from then on.

Maureen:

Okay. And at Western Auto, was he a mechanic?

Emma:

No. He was a maintenance man.

Maureen:

Okay. All right. And, again, the -- what types of jobs have your
children held?

Emma:

Oh. Chucky went to school. He majored in -- in -- in, ah -- he
went to school in, um, business administration. He majored in
marketing.

Maureen:

Okay.
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Emma:

He worked for General Electric. He worked for Alco Aluminum.
He worked for should I say -- do I have to know the names?

Maureen:

No. No. Sorry.

Emma:

He's worked in a --

Maureen:

Just general.

Emma:

He worked generally in a number of jobs as a marketer in marketer
sales -- he was in sales. Well, the history, if you, ah -- when you -because -- see, where he -- where he went from there in the
intervening years -- actually, he went into drugs and had a very
(inaudible) time in there. He worked awhile and then he would -he wouldn't work because into drugs or drug scenes because he
was -- in the '60s there when it -- when all that -- '70s. And then he
went into a ministry called Save the Seed Ministry out of, ah -actually when -- right around Landover Hill, Maryland. They
actually were in Spring Hill. I think it was Spring Hill, Maryland.
And he got into that ministry and the Lord really blessed him in
that because he was able to be, ah, rehabilitated.

Maureen:

Mmmhmm.

Emma:

And he -- well, he stayed in there a year and then got out, then
went back. But he -- in the -- actually in the long -- in -- in it all -he got -- able to kick the habit of drugs. And he was able to come
out. And then in his 40s he got married. And now he's working as
a, mmm, refrigeration -- he works where they do heating --
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Maureen:

Mmmhmm.

Emma:

-- and refrigeration. And he's going back to school to -- to get a
degree in that.

Maureen:

Okay. And is it still in Maryland?

Emma:

This is in Landover Hills.

Maureen:

Okay.

Emma:

And he's married and lives in Landover.

Maureen:

And your other children?

Emma:

Stephanie worked in California as a, ah -- well she worked in -well, she married a man in the service.

Maureen:

Mmmhmm.

Emma:

And left here. Actually, Stephanie got married the year after she
worked for the first year at CMMC. She left, she got married,
that's after that same year, and moved to, ah, oh -- where did she
move first -- oh, Falls Church, Virginia.

Maureen:

Mmmhmm.

Emma:

She went to -- she worked in a correction -- not a correction center
but a, ah -- it wasn't a mental institution. But it was an institution
there. And that's where she took, well, some courses and did some
studying there. Then they moved to, ah, ah, Florida. She didn't
really work that much in Florida. Then they moved to
Philadelphia. She worked as a data processing in Philadelphia.
Then they moved to California, and that's where she worked at, ah,
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St. Pedro Hospital as an office manager. And she was there about
14 years.
Maureen:

Okay. What year did she get married? It seems that a-- a number
of young women married servicemen --

Emma:

Servicemen in that particular time.

Maureen:

Yes.

Emma:

Um, Stephanie's been married -- her son's 21 -- be 21 this -- this
July. And she was married about three years before she had him.
She got married in, what, '73?

Maureen:

That sounds right.

Emma:

Somewhere in that --

Maureen:

Maybe around '78?

Emma:

Ah, was it '76?

Maureen:

Or (inaudible)

Emma:

Nope. I'm not good with figures. I have to be looking at--

Maureen:

Okay.

Emma:

Maybe '78, '79?

Maureen:

Okay. But in the -- in the '70s?

Emma:

Got married in the '70s, yeah.

Maureen:

Okay.

Emma:

For some reason in that era --

Maureen:

Mmmhmm.
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Emma:

-- young women here married servicemen. For some reason that
seemed to be. Doesn't seem to be happening now.

Maureen:

Mmm.

Emma:

But it happened then.

Maureen:

Right. It happened in the -- right after World War II,

Emma:

I guess. I don't know. But that's -- that's what they did --

Maureen:

-- for -- for a long time. Okay. Does that cover all your children?

Emma:

No. That's -- now Robin.

Maureen:

Right.

Emma:

Okay. She married a serviceman too. She went to, ah -- but she
got married in -- when did -- so if -- Stephanie married in the '70s.
Robin married about four or five years -- it was only about four or
five years after that. Had to be the early '80s when Robin got
married.

Maureen:

That sounds about right.

Emma:

And she went to college one year. She graduated, went to college
a year, got married, right. She went to college one year because
we insisted that she go that one year, but she wouldn't go any
further cause she wanted to get married. She just couldn't -- so she
married. And then they left and went to, ah, oh, so many -- they've
gone to so many places.

Maureen:

Right.
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Emma:

But anyway. She went to Virginia too because they -- naturally the
-- this is -- these were navy men and they -- she went to Virginia.

Maureen:

Right.

Emma:

And she lived in Virginia. And that's where she went to college.
Well, she went back to a wherever they -- it was a paralegal. She
got a paralegal -- I think it was St. something. I can't remember
the name of it.

Maureen:

Mmrnhmm.

Emma:

But anyway, she went there.

Maureen:

Okay.

Emma:

And she worked, ah, as a paralegal there in the D.C. area.

Maureen:

All right.

Emma:

Then she came here and stayed. Then she had one little girl. She
has Nicole. And they stayed there and worked and -- and they
lived there for awhile. Then she came back here and worked a -about a year. She had twins and came back here and worked. And
then moved to Virginia Beach. And she's been in Virginia Beach
ever smce.

Maureen:

All right.

Emma:

She's been in Virginia Beach about, oh, 15 years.

Maureen:

All right. Now, the one year that she went to school, was that in
Maine or--

Emma:

In -- in the -- which one?
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Maureen:

Where she went to college?

Emma:

No. Ah, Howard University.

Maureen:

Okay.

Emma:

She went to Howard too.

Maureen:

Okay.

Emma:

She went to Howard too.

Maureen:

All right. Well, you have lived in Lewiston -- in the
Lewiston/Auburn area for a long time. So you've seen a lot of
things happen?

Emma:

Mmmhmm.

Maureen:

Um, do you remember any prominent blacks living or owning
businesses in Lewiston/Auburn? Are there certain maybe
occupations?

Emma:

Occupations?

Maureen:

Or certain things where you know that blacks --

------Emma:

Well, Leona Knowles. I knew Leona Knowles and she owned a-a beauty -- beauty salon on, ah, Court Street.

Maureen:

Okay. What time -- ah, what time frame -- ah. Roughly, if you can
give me the decade?

Emma:

It -- it had to be in the '70s.

Maureen:

Okay. All right.

Emma:

This was in the '70s.

Maureen:

Then I can find it.
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Emma:

It -- this was in the '70s. Had to be in the '70s. This was in the
'70s. It would be in the '70s.

Maureen:

Okay. So she owned a beauty shop on Court Street?

Emma:

On Court Street. Mmm hmm.

Maureen:

Does anyone else come to mind?

Emma:

I didn't know that many -- no, because we were church people.

Maureen:

Right.

Emma:

So we were involved a lot in the church and, ah --

Maureen:

Anyone you remember through the church who had their own
businesses or, um, prominent in--

Emma:

I can remember the Richardson's but they were in Portland. They
owned some kind of a cleaning service.

Maureen:

Right. The Kippy's.

Emma:

Kippy. I remember that because my husband, when I first got
married, worked for him.

Maureen:

Okay.

Emma:

For about two or three months. So I remembered them.

Maureen:

Mmmhmm.

Emma:

There were, um -- there was a black family here, ah, the -- the
Jackson's, but not of the same Jackson family where we are.

Maureen:

Right.

Emma:

And I'm not sure what they did.

Maureen:

Mmmhmm.
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Emma:

But, ah, they seemed to be prominent. But I don't -- don't really
know because we really didn't know that many blacks at that time.

Maureen:

Right. Right.

Emma:

There wasn't that many. And we didn't -- we only knew that were
involved mainly in church.

Maureen:

Okay. Do you know, um, currently any black-owned businesses in
Lewiston and Auburn?

Emma:

One of our members owns a, ah, beauty shop.

Maureen:

Right. Crystal?

Emma:

Crystal. Uncle Q's. Do I know any other black owned -- you
know, I don't know any other black-owned businesses.

Maureen:

Or other prominent, um, professionals, doctors?

Emma:

No.

Maureen:

Lawyers, no? No. Okay. All right.

Emma:

No, I don't.

Maureen:

Okay. All right. Um, do any other blacks in Lewiston and
Auburn's history stand out in your memory, even if they're not
associated with a particular business? Does anyone else stand out
in your memory?

Emma:

Not in the Lewiston and Auburn area.

Maureen:

Okay.

Emma:

Oh! Donald Fisher owned an, ah, art gallery. But it wasn't in the
Lewiston/Auburn area. Now I remember him.
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Maureen:

Okay.

Emma:

Now, he was -- he owned an art gallery but that was up in the -- the
Bath area, I think.

Maureen:

Okay. Did he live in Lewiston/Auburn?

Emma:

He lived in Lewiston/Auburn.

Maureen:

Okay.

Emma:

But he had to retire from that at that time and he lived in the
Lewiston/ Auburn area.

Maureen

Okay. Great. Now, the mills are a big part of Lewiston and
Auburn's history. Do you know of anyone, any African
Americans, that worked in the mills or the -- the factories?

Emma:

The factories?

Maureen:

Yes.

Emma:

Or do you mean the shoe factory?

Maureen:

Shoe factories?

Emma:

My husband worked in the shoe factory.

Maureen:

Okay. Then can you tell me a little bit about that experience?

Emma:

Other than the fact that he worked in about 10 shoe factories
around here -- eight or -- at least eight.

Maureen:

Okay.

Emma:

Shoe factories in the -- when we moved here were huge businesses.
I mean, the jobs were just plentiful. Hundreds of people worked in
the -- in the shoe factories, in the mills -- the Bates Mill and in the

15

shoe factories here. And he worked in -- let's see. He worked in
Lounge Shoe. He worked in Dori Shoe. He worked in L K
Rackhart. He worked in Norway Footwear. He worked in
American Pride. And -Maureen:

So what -- what exactly did he do in those companies?

Emma:

Well, he was -- for a long time he was a -- a -- he worked in the
lasting room. He was a laster, lasting. And then the last four or
five years of hs life he was a foreman.

Maureen:

Okay.

Emma:

In the shoe factory.

Maureen:

And for people who don't know, what is lasting?

Emma:

I don't know. They lasted. They -- they made shoes. They
literally made the shoes and the lasting rim was what the -- put -they did -- I really don't know because I have never worked in a
factory.

Maureen:

Okay.

Emma:

But they put the shoes together. They lasted them in some way,
but I'm not sure.

Maureen:

Okay. Okay. Thanks. Okay. And roughly how long did he work?
You said he worked for several different mills, but how long of a
period of time did that cover, in general?

Emma:

About 25 years.

Maureen:

Okay.
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Emma:

He worked in the shoe factories for 25 --

Maureen:

And starting approximately in?

Emma:

Um, we got married and he was a -- I was 17, he was 18. I say he
started working in the shoe factory in his 20s. And he worked
from 20 to 30 to 40, 45, because he had only been. Let's see. He
had been -- hadn't worked in about 13 years so he worked until he
was about 50 to 60. 43 or 44 years that he -- he, um -- in his 40s -late 40s or middle 40s --

Maureen:

Okay.

Emma:

-- when he stopped working in the shoe factory. Well, now I take
that back. He got out of the shoe factory because shoe factories
had got very slack at, ah -- while they were -- shoe factories was an
up and down business.

Maureen:

Right.

Emma:

Some time the -- would the business -- they were always layoff.
There were always -- you'd work awhile, then they -- then they
would be slow. So -- so he said he wasn't going to -- he was going
to get out of the shoe factory work. So he did and went to, ah,
Snow's. Snow's was a like a -- not a department store. It was a
tire company. And they did tires. But he did -- they sold, ah, um,
appliances. And he worked there a couple a years, about three
years, and then he went back in the shoe factories.

Maureen:

Okay.
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Emma:

And he worked there until he retired.

Maureen:

And just some general questions about life. How would you
describe living in this area? What are your reflections of living in
the Lewiston and Auburn area?

Emma:

It was very -- well, it was totally different. But, then again, I was
only 16 when I come here. I was -- I was 16 --17. I was -- well,
let's see. March, October, November, and December. I came in
September -- October, November, and -- I was 16 because I turned
17 that March. And I came here in September. Well, in -- back
then I was very young. It was a ,ah, (inaudible). People in the -- in
the -- in this area were more, not conservative, more -- I don't
know what you say for New England people.

Maureen:

Private?

Emma:

Ah, ah, I don't think they -- they rigid. Not rigid. They, um -- if
they don't know -- if -- they kind of self contained I -- I'm
thinking.

Maureen:

Mmmhmm.

Emma:

That's not a good word for it.

Maureen:

Okay.

Emma:

Urn, prejudice was -- was subtle here. It was here.

Maureen:

Mmmhmm.

Emma:

The people treated you all -- it -- you just couldn't find a decent
place to live here. It was very, very difficult to find. And jobs

18

were not that plentiful for, ah, Afro-Americans. They really -- you
-- you just -- well, I did domestic work so it wasn't a big deal. You
could always do that.
Maureen:

Mrnmhmm.

Emma:

So that worked out. And my husband was in the shoe factory. To
get in the shoe factory -- you could get in the fact -- or get in the
mills. But any other jobs, they weren't that plentiful. But housing
was very bad. You really couldn't get a decent place. They would
say that you could -- you would see a lot of listings and would
know the houses were for rent. But the -- if they talked to you on
the phone they would say that you could rent. But when you got
there they'd -- there'd be another reason why you couldn't rent it.

Maureen:

And if you would describe your children's experiences, or what
your children thought of, I guess, growing up in this area?

Emma:

They say?

Maureen:

What would you say?

Emma:

Well, I suppose we had a sense of who we were and a sense of self
-- self worth anyway. And -- but, then again, I had the Lord. We
were -- we were -- I was saved when I came -- well, I wasn't saved
when I came here. But I got saved less than a couple of months
after I got here. So I knew who God was, and I knew that God was
in charge of my life. So the children were always taught that they
were not substitute, or they were not inferior. So we never lived
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like that so we never taught that. So it -- they were able to live
here . They enjoyed it. It wasn't really -- they didn't have a
struggle to live here.
Maureen:

Hmm hmm.

Emma:

And they kind of knew who they were and had a sense of who they
were so they were able to make their own way.

Maureen:

All right.

Emma:

So.

Maureen:

And you are a member of Christ's Temple --

Emma:

Christ's Temple --

Maureen:

-- Church of God in Christ?

Emma:

-- Church.

Maureen:

Can you, um, just talk a bit about your membership or your history
with the church?

Emma:

Well, we started now -- the, ah -- we originally were in Portland.
The -- the head -- the mother church is in Portland. Williams
Temple. Williams Temple at the time was, um, my uncle, Bishop,
ah, David. Ah, Bishop Aradee Williams was the Bishop there and
my aunt -- we talking family --

Maureen:

That was your uncle?

Emma:

And we came here with family. I came here with family. Years
ago that's the way a lot of people came to Maine.

Maureen:

Mmmhmm.
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Emma:

Now, there were original blacks here.

Maureen:

Yes.

Emma:

There were some original blacks here.

Maureen:

Mmmhmm.

Emma:

The Cummings I think were originals.

Maureen:

A long time. Yeah.

Emma:

It was a very long time. There was a -- the Fishers, the Donald
Fishers. These were original families. But a lot of black families
came through other -- my uncle was here because there was no
Church of God in Christ up here. So he was an, what you call back
then, overseer. So they wanted to work, ah, to start up a mission
up here in the State of Maine. So he was sent here to start the
mission. The -- and he started a mission in Portland. So he didn't
have any-very

-- it's sparsely as far as the membership was

concerned. He always had white members.
Maureen:

Okay.

Emma:

From the minute this church was conceived there was always
whites. There was never -- we were never a time when it wasn't a
mixture of people in this in the Church of God in Christ here in the
State of Maine.

Maureen:

Okay.

Emma:

In -- in on the Bishop Williams.

Maureen:

Mmmhmm.
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Emma:

So but what -- he would go -- in order to populate more, he would
go back in to his, ah, ah, family members and his wife's, ah, family
and bring people here. So my husband is here because of Bishop
Williams. My husband's sister was married to another minister
that came here since Bishop , ah, brought -- ah, oh, asked him to
come, and he finally came up here and was working in Bangor. So
my husband -- it was a large family. The Jackson ' s was nine boys
and -- and three girls. So periodically some of them would come
here to visit and they would stay.

Maureen:

Okay .

Emma:

And that's the way I came here.

Maureen:

And can you tell me a little bit about the -- the Christ Temple
congregation?

Emma:

Now -- the Christ Temple congregation. We stayed in Portland for
a year. No. No, no, no. We didn 't -- we stayed there maybe six
months -- six months or so. Then we moved here. My uncle was
the -- was the minister here -- ah , Alee Hall was the minister at -here -- here in Christ Temple. And we had a very small -- very
close knit. We were a very close-knit family. Very close knit to
church. We -- we didn't have, ah, a building. We worshiped at a
church called Pinley's Comer. It was a historical church, but
again, the people were -- they would allow you as far as churches
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was concerned. You -- if you needed something -- if you needed
help, they were willing to help. So they let us use that.
Maureen:

Okay.

Emma:

But he started off on Cedar Street in a little church there. But, then
these were all missions, like storefronts.

Maureen:

Mmmhmm.

Emma:

And moved onto Pinley's Comer. And we were -- we lived -- we
lived -- we worshiped up at Pinley's Comer. It was a very small
congregation. Again, let's say at -- at our largest we had 35
members. And a portion was white, a portion was black, a lot of
family. We carried on there. Then we moved into town and we,
um, had a little building over on Dennison Street and we converted
-- it was a store. And he bought it from the man and converted it
into a church. For years a very small congregation. For years we
had -- again, it was family. His family, wife, and three sons, and
my, ah, ah -- my husband is -- ah, me and, ah, our son and the
children and brothers. Some brothers were there. So it was a very
small congregation. And we carried on the church there. My
uncle left. He -- he was here for a number of years until his -well, he left when my daughter was nine months old. Robin is the
one that I'm talking about now.

Maureen:

Mmmhmm.
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Emma:

He left when she was nine months old. And we continued to carry
on the church for, oh, two or three years , and then my husband
took it over -- was ordained pastor.

Maureen:

MmmHmm.

Emma:

And then we started -- we worked from there.

Maureen:

Okay . Um , actually maybe this is a good point. Can you say a bit
about your husband's pastorship? I know that he -- um, pastor of
the church and can you just say something about that role and -and how that impacted you or --

Emma:

Well, I was -- well, we had a very -- I was thankful. I mean, God
was good to -- we had a good -- we -- we loved each other. We
went on. It was a -- well , people say how did you manage to stay
through all the -- the adversities here. I don 't guess -- I -- I don't
suppose we -- we didn't really see them as -- this was where we
were placed. We continued on through ups and downs, through
the struggle. We just carried the church on. We carried the church
on with two members or three -- well, it was always five or six or
seven.

Maureen:

Right.

Emma:

We carried on . We kept it going. So he worked. He had to work.
And -- and he worked all the time he was pastor and -- too. And
he worked and he pastored the church too. So we just kept it
going. We would periodically have an influx of -- of people come
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in and he was a pastor that loved -- loved people and was always
available to people and was a -- a counselor and a good, ah,
manager of what we had -- what little bit we had.
Maureen:

Mmmhmm.

Emma:

And so we just carried on.

Maureen:

All right. And just for the record can you give me his name?

Emma:

Ah, John Isaac Jackson.

Maureen:

And are there any things -- you've said a couple things about it, but
are any other things that you find unique about living in this state
of Maine as an African American? And as a woman --African
American woman particularly?

Emma:

Well, at first Maine was -- well, I'm not -- I'm a very -- I'm not -- I
don't have -- I don't like the big city. So this I like. I've always
liked Maine. I -- I didn't, ah -- in the beginning I didn't think I'd
always be here. But I always liked Maine. The -- I like the
comfort. The living here I liked. I liked the slow pace of living
here. Grant you, we couldn't find a decent place , but you accepted
that. You realized that God was in charge of life and eventually
things would work themselves out. So that wasn't a big struggle.
We just kept trying to -- and it's a long story. I won't go into how
we bought the house and everything and how that -- but God
always worked through people. Then we did that. Because for a
long time we worked in an apartment -- I mean, we lived in an
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apartment. But I didn't find that many -- you didn't find that much
-- I didn't have that many problems, per say.
Maureen:

Mmm hmm. Right. Are there any things that you are -- that you
think are unique about living in Lewiston/ Auburn in particular
verus Portland or Bangor?

Emma:

Well, because I never -- well, I lived in Portland.

Maureen:

Right. But not that you lived there, but just things that you
recognized being different or unique about this area?

Emma:

Mmm. Lewiston is a more -- well, I think it's -- it's family -- I

think it's more of a -- it's a smaller -- small. Well, it was back
then. It's getting bigger now, but it was a smaller town. It was -and once you got to be a part of it you, you knew -- I mean, you
knew you were different. I mean, there was ethnic backgrounds,
but you kind -- once you fit it into the community it wasn't that
much of a differential.
Maureen:

Mmmhmm.

Emma:

I think. There was still some racism but it was all -- it was subtle.

Maureen:

Right.

Emma:

But it wasn't anything that -- so you lived comfortably because we
like it and he always liked it here, and his family liked it. So we
kind of just made it our home.

Maureen:

Okay. One of the interesting things that we have in the African
American collection is the 1925 charter for the Klu Klux Clan of
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Androscoggin County. And it was based in Auburn. Have you
ever over the years heard anything about -Emma:

Never knew that.

Maureen:

-- that organization?

Emma:

I -- well, I knew about it from the south .

Maureen:

Right. Have you ever -- ever heard anything about even just --

Emma:

Never heard.

Maureen:

-- just kind of local history.

Emma:

Never heard it in local history . But I really -- I didn't realize that.

Maureen:

No. Okay.

Emma:

Never in the local history.

Maureen:

Right.

Emma:

It was here I'm sure but it was --

Maureen:

Right. It was in the 1920s when there -- when there was a peak in
-- in that membership in Maine.

Emma:

Really.

Maureen:

But one of the things I'm interested in finding out is has the local
history and the oral history of the area ever included anything
about that?

Emma:

Never did. I -- the only thing I knew or felt a sense of here was
there was -- this was a strong , um -- Lewiston/ Auburn is a -- is a -is strong --
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Maureen:

Okay. Continue.

Emma:

I think I find that Lewiston/ Auburn, there's a lot of, ah, witchcraft
here. There's a lot of, um ,dealing in a satanic, ah, ah, works here.

Maureen:

Mmmhmm.

Emma:

Now, you -- it might not be obvious, but it -- you can -- you can
discern that. And that's -- I've felt that here. But never any -- I
never heard anything about, ah, the K.lu Klux Clan.

Maureen:

Okay. Which says also, the fact that it's not part of the local lore
at all --

Em.ma:

If it is, I never heard about it.

Maureen:

Right.

Emma:

It probably was and I just didn't --

Maureen:

Right.

Emma:

We just didn't come in contact -- people that was involved in it.

Maureen:

Right. That's true.

Em.ma:

Because it wasn't ever in the - the -- the, ah, club scenes, or any
scenes like that. Actually, we live, ah, a really sheltered life. We
went to church. We were involved. But the church was our main
focus and our main goal. And I -- and -- and our lives were
wrapped -- revolved around that. So that might be -- which would
be a reason why we didn't --

Maureen:

Right. Okay.
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Emma:

-- come in contact with it.

Maureen:

Great. Well, I've finished my -- my questionnaire. Again, the
themes of race and labor, um, are what the project is about. Is
there any question that I haven't asked you or is there anything that
you would like to add to the interview about your reflections on
living in Lewiston/Auburn, or -- or anything you'd like to add to
the interview before we finish?

Emma:

And there was an article done on my husband when he passed
away. Someone interviewed him. They -- they -- and -- and the
caption on that article and, ah, if he had to have seen that, that
wouldn't have been his way of relating that. And they said --

Maureen:

Do you want to correct it then?

Emma:

Well, I doubt it was -- it was --

Maureen:

Or -- or want to take the opportunity to kind of --

Emma:

Well, it was -- and, ah -- and he faced racism everyday. That
really -- that is simply not a -- that's not an accurate picture.
That's not an accurate, ah, portrayal of that. He never did face
racism everyday. Certainly there was some. Certainly he come in
contact with some racism in the factories and things, but this was
just an isolated -- well, I wouldn't know if they were isolated. But
they were incidents.

Maureen:

Right.
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Emma:

But it -- this is -- wasn't something that colored his whole -- and it
wasn't something that went on an ongoing basis. And that's what
the -- it was a beautiful article. It went on -- the caption of that
article. I think it was more for sensationalism as anything else
because once you read that you thought you were going to get
something else.

Maureen:

Mmmhmm.

Emma:

But when you read the article it wasn't about that really at all. So
you didn't really face racism. It was here. I'm not saying -- it's
always been here. And now -- and our people say that the police
here are very racist. I've never had to deal with them so I don't
know that. My children were never involved in the police. My
son was involved in writing bad checks. And I don't -- he'll -- I
don't think -- well, I don't know whether he'll -- well, I guess --

Maureen:

Yeah. We can edit -- we can edit that.

Emma:

Ah, maybe he want that in -- that -- maybe he'd want that in there
or not.

Maureen:

Right.

Emma:

But it was at the time when a lot of young men were getting
involved in drugs and needed money to buy drugs. And he wrote a
lot of bad checks. He worked for awhile and then he wasn't. So,
but he had a checking account, and he wrote a lot of bad checks.
The police captain of the -- at the time -- but, then again, he had
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graduated from Edward Little High School. He was known in the
community. He was a -- a good -- played ball, and he was always
involved in -- in activities. So he was known. So he called us up
and brought us down and we discussed -- we brought him into the
office at the police station and he discussed. And he took the
checks and said he would work it out with him. So he could pay
those checks off because he was dealing on the same level because
he'd had a son that had been killed involving drugs. And he
could've easily -- Chucky could've -- he could've went to jail for
that. But no, he had a stack of checks that he had wrote. So he
took all those checks and let him work it out, let him pay it off by
working. He didn't have to do that. But, again, this is -- you could
say, well, because maybe because we were known that this was
allowed to happen, but it -- it did happen. So we really didn't
come in contact with a whole lot a harsh racism.
Maureen:

Okay.

Emma:

And I remember that because he didn't have to do that. He went
out of his way to help us because he was -- knew he had got off on
the wrong track and he was trying to help him. Not that it helped
him that much because he went on to do something else. But
anyway, he was trying to help him. So I don't recall any
incidences that stand out in my mind as far as a -- an incident that
you said this is -- this is blatantly --
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Maureen:

Mmmhmm.

Emma:

-- something against us.

Maureen:

Okay. Now, the article you're referring to, was that in the local
paper or was it --

Emma:

It was in the local paper.

Maureen:

Okay. So that's the Sun --

Emma:

And it was -- oh, it was the -- the, ah, reporter that did that article,
he got his information from people that -- from my husband's
brother and one of our former members.

Maureen:

Hmm.

Emma:

No. It-he

-- he took the -- he got the information but it wasn't the

information that I would've -- but he didn't ask me. See, you like - sometime you -- you don't know what's happening until
something -- you read it. We didn't even know it had been -- he
had the interview -- that he'd interviewed until he had -- it was in
the paper the next -- about a week -- oh, maybe, five or six days
after he passed away it was in the paper.
Maureen:

Okay.

Emma:

The only -- my only objection to it was that it -- the caption was
"He faced racism everyday."

Maureen:

Mmm. Right.

Emma:

And that wasn't true. That really was never the case. That's all.

Maureen:

Mmmhmm.
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Emma:

It's just somehow you put a slant -- I think to putting a slant on
something that really wasn't -- really what it was. And I suppose
that ' s what you do sometimes when you're writing articles or
whatever .

Maureen:

All right. Is there anything else you'd like to add to the interview?
Any other reflections or comments?

Emma:

It's been a wonderful. I mean , I've enjoyed -- I've really -- I love
this area. I love living here. I love -- and people here , ah, once
they know you -- once they know you, they are -- they are just
people .

Maureen

Mmmhmm.

Emma:

And you become a part of the community. Although now I have
friends, I have, ah, nephews and things that have been in and out of
jail and all. But that ' s a lifestyle that they are leading. Now, once
they get over into that lifestyle , certainly you going to find -- you
going to fall victim to more and more things that are happening in
that drug scene and all that. But since I've never -- we ' ve never -and, ah, as I said, my son was in it. Thank God he came out of it.
But the girls were never in that. They never were involved in
anything like that. So on the whole it's been a beautiful life. But,
then again, God has been in charge of our lives.

Maureen:

Right.
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Emma:

We were in the church, and always have been in the church. And
we looked to God for our source. And you treat people like you
want to be treated. And you accept them as fallen human beings.
They're frail. They're human beings that have weaknesses.

Maureen:

Mmmhmm.

Emma:

And they're -- they're sinning. A lot of things that you look at and
you know that the people are living in sin. They -- that's -- that's
what they know. That's all they know. That's the way they been
brought up. It's been a very good life. I -- I've -- well, I -- I don't
-- and I been in the south, and my sister's still in the south. And
I've -- we've traveled all over. I can't imagine living anywhere
unless God led me somewhere's. But I can't imagine living
anywhere else.

Maureen:

Hmm. Great.
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