Sunday, iay 20th
Dear Cnes,

Still no mail - last night I went cut and spent the evening at the bay with George and
Paul., They twisted my arm and so for the seeond time in two nights I laughed my way
through "Girl Crazy" - cven though I knew minutely everything that was coming I still
enjoyed Rooney's anties and the music. I was pretty tired and was back here at the
command and asleep before 1l. Today is rainy and overcast = I couldn't help but think
that that seems to be *the usual thing: the sun is btright all week and on the weekend
it raing - it was always that way at scho l: the weekend would be spoiled by rain or
snow, but Monday morning as we trudged off to class the sun would be out in all its
glory.

One of the TRINDS you sent has the ecomment that the reappointment of Lilienthal "means
no more than that Truman feels that he has done a good job in running TVA." You ean
look at it that way if you like, but suppose that Lilienthal had not been reappointed =
would that have meant only that Truman did not think Lilienthal was doing a good job?
I do not think so: first of all it would have been & sign of undo aquiescence to the
expressed opinion of MecKellar; secondly, it would have been the opening wedge for an
attack on all of TVA and the work it has done in Tennessee and the surroundxng stutes;
and thirdly it would have been g strong rebuff to those who lock for similar projeets
in Missouric¢and other river regions. I can remember vaguely baek to when 1 was &
freshman in highschool and the topie of debate was the TVA - 1f I recall correctly at
the ripe old age of 13 I was against it. I wonder if I ever sabdd any of those old
speeched or delating cards. Speaking of that, I wonder has become of Warren lorton and
Harry Eddy?

I must admit that I am beeoming more and more optimistic about the end of the war
over here - despite my avowed voliey of being pessimistic in order to bLe péeasantly
surprised. It seems to me that the fate emd fortunes of the Japs in Burma and in the
Pnillppines, which are large land masses, are beiter indieation of how the final
defeat of the Japanese will shape up than the sever battles of the isladd fortresses.
We will be able to tell better when we see the first effectiveness of equi.ment and
men transfered from the European theatre. Boy, the Ordnance companies in ETO must be
working on & wicked schedule - when you read that equipment is being drted out and
repaired for shiyment to Asia, you can bet your bottom dollarm that 5?£—of it is
Ordnanee from gund and tanks through watches and ammuntion. On & more gigantic scale

it is like maneuvers - wé had little work.which we could aecomplis:i on maneuvers during
a field problem; but came the weekend, the infantry went into town while the Ordnance
went to work repairing thw damage done during the problem.

You know, 1'1l bet it has been six months sinee I last heard from Lou Raybin - had I
not written to him, I would no expeet to hear from him. If he is am indifferent in
other sueh little considerations as he is in our correspondenge, it is easy to see how
he ereates a barrier that is hard to overcome. I guess 1 rou that Bill Snower wrote
to me that he had looked Lou up and they they had managed to get together one

evening. 1 hope that in one of his future letters, Bill will Write me his full
impressions 8f the man. Bill is still in Washington - he must be doing some sort of
spekeialized work; but despite that and his eyes, I wonder if he does not now stand the
risk of being sent to some inactive oversezs area, spedikfically Eurcpe.

That does it for this morning. I hope that some mail comes in this afternoom - I am
running out of ideas, I fear. OK for now -

All my love,

Regards to Doris



S5till Sunday, May 20
Dear Cnes,

This morning brought a couple of letters from May 1l so I assume that still waiting
to be sorted and delivered are all the letters from the early part of that week.

I an sort of hanging around the office, but I doubt if many reports will come in
today; the movie tonizht is pretty sad - I don't know what is on the docket. I have
the radio on - enjoying not listening to eommereials. That will be one of the many
read justments to eivilian life, I will have to make.

I don't know how to go abdut answering your letter on Hayek, Yaddy - the first
question in my mind is the definition of & planned edonomy: where is the line

drawn between an economy with planmning and a planned economy? I do not think that
that question can be answered except by experience, yet 1 think that in my verious
discussions of Wallace and of Hayek I have toudhed upon it sufficiently so that

you know my basic attitudes. To my mind, the planning, per se, is not the most
basic considerstion - more critieal is the nature of the government which will do
the planning, the nature of the democracy, the alertness and poténtial of the
demoerats, their ristorical tradition, their ability to make prosress and to
develop. Therefor when you liken the possible ecourse of America to the course whieh
Italy snd Germany took, you are touching into these fundamental interests. First
your fear of power per se = you present the possibility of a fresident's packing
the court, co-troling the elections, supposedly wra ping Congress around nis finger,
through the medium of a planged eeonomy, and voila, the American dictator, the
destruction of the prineiple of division of powers. You say that as if you think if
is not only a possibility,perhaps a probability had Roosevelt lived. You reaffirm
that "freedom in the sense of freedom from necessity" is "the guaranty:by a centra-
lized power of a planned economy." ( Daddy, don't ever let me read in your lelters
eriticism of another for failute to su.port the Atlantie Charter.) Certainly I

call to your attention the great Western European heritage of the Magna Carta and
the Declaration of Indepeflence - and still you do not sece the point. How you
misunderstand and misinterpret out progress! Do you trink that a Hitler - or let

us say a melevolent predident - could arise on the American scene amd with the
national purse strings under -is eontrol destroy ihe impression of 719 years on the
mids and hearts of men? Do you think that our demoeraey is so shallow that the
power could grow to an uncontrollable point? How ecan you liken our democraey to the
German efforts of 1920-193%? How can you liken the Eeer Hall rutsch to the Court
Bill of 1937? And then you say - and 1 could cry when I read these words of yours =
"T® tHe argunent that the 3rd and 4th terms came about through the demoeratic
process of - popular electimns, I rejoin in Hayek's words that Swhere he has all the
powers at his command to make certain that the vote will go in the direction he
desires' the eleetion will go that way." Do you mean that? do you mean that?

Raf be it from me to put demoeracy on an unassailable n#ight and claim that it
requires no wateh, no care. Nothing eould be further from truth. And it my attempt
to find the ways in which democracy can growand move forward, not $band still. It is
my attempt to lock about me and to see what it wrong and to eee what corrective
measures need be taken, to see how conditicns have changed, to see what new solutions
resulting from new attitudes need be tsken. It is not to deny eeonomic eompetition
to say that men must not starve and that it is somebody's responsibility to see to

it that they don't, to see to it that they maintain the siandards of human decencye

t is mot to deny demoeracy or to misinterpret "freedom" to say that the freedom to
earn & livelihood is the same thing as the freedom which keeps others from preventing
you to do so. There is not an iota of justification for putting democrzey up a8
one pole and "socialism" as another and to prtray the latter as a denial of the

ideas of self-reliance znd initiative of the former and therefor to damn every
effort of society as a whole to plan for the quarantee of freedom of the individual
member. To use your own word, it is your interpretation that is "vieious" that
wolld deny to the individual the gquarantee that his free society works in sueh &
way that no man can exercise his freedom in economies or in polities to the overall



