May 13th 1945
Dear Ones,

ﬁappy Mothers' Day - it looks as though I will be holding down the office today while
veryone else is marcning around. Right now it is dark and overcast and threatening to
rain. Bine! Last night Nate and I went orer to the CB's and spent the evening with Hal =
we hit a steak supper and a good movie "Ministry of Fear." His outfit really has a nies
set-up - the club is about 20 feet from the water, it has a patio, very muech the beach
club effect. Hal's hut is no more tham a couple of yards from the high-tide mark and
since he is in the CB's of course he has running water and an icebox in his hut. One
constamk topic of convershsion is to compare army and navy units - and needless to say the
other fellow's side of the fence always looks greener. I got back to the tent around tem
thirty and there was a poker game on = I joined for an hour or so. I went to Bed and fell
asleep doing a PM crossword which I took from Hal = I certainly fit that classic
definition of an optimist: I do the puzzles with a fountain pen}

There was a good ma.l delivery yesterday carrying m$ through the 3rd of May. I hope that
HB's date turmed out all right - your comment on the corsgge reminded me of some thing that
is a pretty fair index of my social life in Portland and at college for that mattere I have
never teken a girl to a farmal dance and as a result 1 have never purchaesd a corsagel I
still have a lot of firsts to look foafward to! I am almost dropped through the floor

when I read your report that Anna Sacknoff co:mented that I am like her nephew - conscien=
ticus, working extra hours, etc!! That is hardly the proper picture of life in Island
Command at 708 As you say, however, there is no point in disallusioning people! I
Treceived the letter with the pictures and they are swell - just what the doctor orderede

On the whole my feelings these days are neither blue not happy, nor a happy medium « the
best word for it is drab, sinée that best reflects the lethargy and dullmess of the
routine here - and the rub is that when things go wrong it is easy to slip into depressione
But one of these days things will beeak and I may find myself in conditions toc whieh I can
make a more complete adjustment - that is what I am hoping for. There is very little on
the bright side of an unconstructive,umprogressive existence such as tiis.

Wher you say that HB and I will be closer when I return because the age difference will

be growing less and less you are right in more ways than one., HB is also catching up im
school and in social life during these years that I am missings I am glad that Grandpa
pulled through his most recent attack successfully = I think thet the sunmer at Menikoe
will be a wonderful stimulant for himm; just being in Portland can be am urlift for him.

He certainly thank God for his childten. In my last Btter to Ruthie, I put in a subtle(?)
comment about the slowing pace of her writing to me - I am waiting to see what her
explanatiry answ er will bel

You asked about Herb's feeling on returning to the Pacific. He tock it pretty well in
stride - he never bad kidded himself,he knew he was coming back and he prepared himself
for it; and he did have the advantage over those wuo were caming oub for the first time
and who did mot kmnow what was in store for them. But believe me - it is rough to come
back out here and all of us are ccunting on public pressure at home, if not the Army,
to cause the improvement of the rotation system. With the release of men from Europe amd
the availability o transportation, no cne out here can see any reason why within 6 or 9
months an effective sgstem canmot be worked out for the permament rotatiom of men with two
years' service overseas.(The fact that the Navy has an 18 month effedtive system right
now is a bitter salt in the Army wound.) I don't have to tell you that I am hoping for
some gilver lining to the current rotation clouds « for if the system is perfected and
effective for 24 month rotation, it will ha;pen just about a year fram mow when I became
eligibles I hope, I hope, I hopes.

™e Spanish class is finished now - the instructor got his orders to move, so that ends
st; 1 just stopped a couple of weeks beofre ewerybody #lse. I got a kick out of a note in



the Press Herald that Hildreth had peid a perking ticket and no one had recognized himm = I
just wonder whether his strength lies in his steadiness resher than in his dynamic persona-
litye I am a little out of touch with the local political sceme = but I ecan see in the moves
of men like Sewall the same feeling which I have when I think in terms of living someplace
other than Mainee “here is an unresponsive air in the State of Maine, a readiness to sit stil.
and to let thimgs tame as they may.

The mail just brought a batch of papers and magazines and I guess I will have ple nty of time
this afternoom to run through them.

“11 my love,

/



