July 11

Dear Ones,

A new typewriter ribbon to celebrate a ueluge of mail today. Most of
it from home - the latest letter:July 2. Very good service. The péint is
that mail delivery to the island is not daily - as & result it buiuches
up. I can't possibly read all the material your letters contalned - mostly
about fiepublicans et al; all in good time. Also heard from Californla and
Chio. I¥e been here a month today. Schreiber's captainecy came thru so
everybody is happy.

You certainly had trouble with the Boston typewriter, dater. I
expect official notification of the Hank-Judy business any day. Good
for Lt. Col. Maxfield.0K? Glad the Bernstein children have successfully
survived their piano recitals - the ordeals of childhoodf#!! Since the
letters did not come chronologically/I am & little confused; but I take
it that there was a major Thyrman reunion and that a good time was had
by all. Thanks for your reminiscinces of my first Harvard game, Daddy;
I think it was the Dartmouth game wihich Barry wWood won with a pass to
Hagemann. The next year we say the famous fingertip muff in the Hedges to
Powers pass play to save the game for us. Somefody withan Italian name
ran the second half kiek off back for our touchdown; we had a field gosl
in the first half. What was that guy's name?¥ I'll try to comment on the
scads of articles you have sent soom - I have & bridge game tonight,
Allah be praised! I have already wtitten you my first thoughts on HB's
education - you have two years to go: don't set your mind omn any of the
many alternatives. It is wise to think of them however. Thanks for your
complete reporss on the news of Portland; even down to the scandal, hmmmm.

You brought to my mind the fact that this was my year at school,-
cddss of 'L4 ete. I remember my high school disappointment when I did
not receive the DAR award for excellence in smerican History - I still
think it was because of my being Jewish. I remember how important Phi
Bete and honors were to me at school; and these velues were valid at
the time when I considered them. Now even the degree seems somewhat
enpty - I'l]l go back and tuke two courses and riaybe write « thesés, but I
won't learmn anything in the old sense. I need the degree for my later
work; &fter my lazy «rny days, the intermediate period of study will be
an excellent tonic to revive old interests. lly educwtion for the first
time takes on significance in that I am applyimng it - and 4+ know it has
been good from the very first principles you started me off with. Being
in the Army has been for me what the first years or the outside wotld are
for the peacetime college grad. I have am advantage: I will enter the
practical plase of my educatiom - law, education, what have you - with
preconceived values of provem worth. I am not disallusioned, * am raring
to go. I may not know specifically what I want to do but that does mot
seem Iirmportant; my education haes received the balance that omly such an
experience could have givenm it - and + was lucky to get it smoothly,
without & rude shock. 4+hat is why my imactivity here galls me; fortunatly
I can compensate for it im other ways.
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i‘he anti-Semitiec publicity against Dewey is certainly surprisirg:
it shows the viciousness of it all - now both major candidates are
subject to its mad rantings and ravings. I have already cormented on
Avery and the so-called defense of "property"™ which he howls about.
I will read that clipping from Times on “arxian variations «s soon
«8 possible. Y“lad to see that you were on your toes on the Nau's
attempt to bloek labor im its post war planning; pleased to see that
lirs., Payson wus alert. f/11 these things tie together im my mimd -
perhaps because I am 80 far away «nd still take a detached and encompass
ing view of things. Have Aunt Anne send you "IN F40T - she seuds we
her copy now, but Herb also gets it and I can read his. You must take
Seldes with & grain of salt but he does give & balancing asrgument to
to the more mnormal reports and attitudes of the smerican Press. I am
still & gradusalist - I don't expeect any sudder infusior of the
idyllic Christian spirit in everyone - but I do belédeve in keeping
in mind some concept as at least & weather vane to our eritical
faculties. I hope ny standards of judgment never become statiec, + hope
I can always be influenced to mew thought and recousideratioms: in
other words I'll be satisfied in never being satisfied, in never
settling into the iromboumnd conservatism of a closed mind.

All of which is very confused and as & result will per foree
remain confused. I owe a letter to willie - apparertly her brother is
still onrn the critical list. #1so to Dot Fried - she write®s a
8ingularly unimspiring letter and seldom arouses my inwgination whem I
try to respomnd. I like small talk-if it has a little verve and
sparkle. Apparertly, Dot can sense my nome-tbo-subtle rescticn as it
is manifested irn the terper and flequency of my answers. fhe story is -
here I am beimng super-duper analytlc¢¢,‘ la the best social psgpcholo-
gists - that she still has high school ideas which at first I enjoyed
but are now rather deadening. LVegpite the intelllgence of her parents,
the «tncsphere of her home is nmot - the word is not exactly right -
cosnopolltan. It is the same feelimgl had at the Lightmam's, the
Osgoods and again at the Steing-of easy entertainment which results
in & SO&Ptht maturer social sophistication in the childrem; this the
Frieds did mot have as we did not. 1 faced that problem when I went to
Great Neck for the first time. Fortunately I had an easy solutiom and
all is OK: Dot undoubtedly will tog,but framkly, it is the resyd
the evolutiorn,which interests me when I try to write to her. The
contrast with Willie is slight but marked: her letters are light amd
easy going. All of whieh once again is probably very coanfused stuff and
probably reveals more about me than «bout either of the college
freshrien 4+ am amralysing.

Until morning -
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