July 3, 1944
Yoar Cnes -

Uot the Harvard Bulletin and a couple more PressHeraulds this
afternoon. Cur tent project is coming along fine. The closet is all
built ard painted inside. We have relined all but one ccrmer of the
tent with new plywood. e have a table and a number of chairs (painted
creen.) and now we have rigged up an indoor washstandg a can with a
faucet soldered on, and a basin witHa hole in it, and a pépe leading
outside to where I dug a drain#ége hole. Keally neat. Now we are going
to put on a new plywood floor and we'll really have a minor palace. |
llay even tack up a ceiling if we can get some light material. Wesecuregd
most of the sturf through Merb's contact with an ingantry outfit - it %
comes from some slightly damaged stuff, I guess. It's golng to cost us,
a couple of bucks in the reckonigg but it will be worth it - the placel
looks like something now and will he even better when everything 1is &
finished and we have staired the walls. No movie tonight. Rumor has it
that in his tour of this area, Boh Hope will stop here; more aboutl thaty
when confirmation comes. -

T promised that I would &t leasﬁtry to put down ny.ideas on our
internal political structure. Here goks: - i
¥irst of all, we are seeing the end of an era. Its primary
msgpifestations are the growing recognition @f the need for social o
legislation and the rise of labor. we will never, return to the %
rugged indjvidualism of frontier capitalism; rather we will advance :

to truer social equality. “hat we are learning is siuply that work,
labor, whatever you want to call the contribution of the worker,
deserves the same consideration as the property and managenent contri-
bution of the so-called capital. And we are coming to the realization
that it is the function of government to sssure this. 40 say that the
Roosevelt administration has achieved a perfect system or anythi of 1
the sort is sheer folly; it hasn't, no administratiom' could have.” But itd
has pointed out the direction we rust follow if we are to ‘achieve our &
revolution, or evolution, whichsver you prefer, with & minirun of
difficulty. It ie the respomnsiblity of goverrnczent to assure that the

interests of the few do not mean hardships for the many.

T"his doee not megn the end of capitalism in the sense of the
importance of individual initiative. It will still be the basis of our
national economy. But just as & you have a police force to protect
law and order, just as you have traffic rules, just as you have any
t!pe of law and enforcement to protect citizens from the gneroachments
of other citizens, positive steps must be taken to see that econonic
initiative is not exercised to the detriment of any segment of the
population. and just as the police force is governgent, so the
controlling agency in this case must be goverriient; since we have a

national, rather thah a state,economy, this agency becoues the national;ﬁ

govermant. The elements of this control have many aspects: briefly it

reans social security, it means maintenance of full production levels, il
i

it means a national econmy recognizing that labor, while primarily b
dependent, is not to be submerged before the selfish interests.cf the ;a
rnore limited capital, it means that we can find a truer basis for e
social and political equality in economic eguality. Jie face .& great




T

problems in changing our sustem. Hveryone ig selfigh, the "capitalist"
hesitates tc give up KEEBRRBREMBEEREENEEX his free relgn, labor is
quick to grab and abuse control when the pendulun swings its way.
Radio, the greateér nart of our press, have begn elements of private
enterprise as much as steel mills and mines|, We have an edueational
systep full of misconcertions. 1t is not proyerty that is sacred, it
is the ird*vidual, his freedom of political and social and economnic
expression within society. #merica has the capablility to encompass

the changes necessary smoothly and without sudden upheaval, although
the very pace of nodern living deMands a speedy recogniyion of our
logical course. what we must avoid at all cost is retrogression. Any
one who talks of resturning to the "good old days" 1is on the wrong traclks
the depression, the chaos of the thirties, the war are noc enticement 1o
me. We must be &lert - on the international scale we see a parallel
danger in the cartelism which was one of the haustringing factors of
the "free" world during the interbellun.

In very broad and sweeping terms, that is the direction in
which my thinking is tending now. Iivery day presents new problems to
be related to the gengfal TrAMework snd ~et’o* tenets. Hach one in
its turn brings up L;riad questions of Lru,t’c“l politics. what we must
do is to make ¢lear in our minds the social values which we wish to -
set up. Mine are :=till very vague  but I am sure of this: I always
have been taught to change a losing game and that maxin applies here.

dell, I#1) add a hello in the morning.



