Sunday, June 18

Dear ones =

A second puncn of four letters has reached me. The news of Uncle “~ou
and his being in NY is swell, I take it that he is now stationed with colonel
Liggett av lditchell Field. Like having him nome again; I can understand tnat
it is a marvalous tonic for Grandpa. “onny's being in DC is also very nandy.
Your comment about the major and the pfc is certainly apt and you are rignt:
I have certainly been smiled upon by Dame Fortune.

"nanks for sending along “ary Stein's letter. She is a very sweet person=
she refiinds of Aunt Tatvie in her warmth and friendship. You can see tne xind
of entuusiust sBe is from her love of wue west, ~nd i can teil you = 1f you
padn't already gatnered vtne impressioni= that L-was as favoraoly impressed
wit. the Steins and with Valifornia as was possipble iu Just two weeks asso-
ciation, VWar time necessity uas sppeded up my ‘friend-maxking: faculvies and
attituaes,

Every ovne of your letters mentions someone .aking a trip to Boston -
I guess I'm not the only member of the family who is moving around - granted
on a siightiy dirferent scale, And ] was happy to hear that you are going
to have automobile tmouble at the foreside this year; that reassures me Bhat
things are realtively normal at home: wouldn't be Menikoe without transpor=-
tation difficulties and cgutiosly sounding out the car situatiop. The
plumbing problem also is a sign of normalcy.

Apparently, on tuis island tney will not cash eitner home cnecks or
travell@rs checks, Fortunately, I have no expenses to speak of,aside from
odds and ends purcuases; and I do not need any money InoWe So pernaps it would
be a good idea to shift tuat $203,48 into a savings account., ~o vna.ever jou
think best,

L take it tomorrow is the big day - for H.Hildreth and the causes so by
the time you get tnis the issue will have been decided. I certainly hope the
people came through, thut you had good weather, and that lorace wn. Despite
the fact that there was no mudslinging, 'you really are getting your first taste
of participation in wartime politics, I @um glad to see that Fernald did get
solid financial support - you can then juidge the political thinkin. capageities
of the average citizen of our fair state . *hat is the kind of opposition which
progressive government is going to face throughout the couniry.

I saw a Doctor Gillespie picture 1l.ast night "Dr G's Yew Assistant® -
pret'y sad, except fot Susan Peters, a vewry nice dish, 'lonignt it is some
Donald O'Connor epic, ASide from that the:re is little news - I am atraid mg
laundry is going to cateh up with me todgiy and I will be out there scrubbing
underwear, Sunday is like any other day twound here for Ofiicers, although
officially I need not be down here, Yesty:rday was pretty dull and I consumed




iThe Citadel* by 4 ¥ Cronin, Pleasani reading. My next venture is George
Meredith s 'Ordeal of Richard Feverel', a bookx I snould m# have read a
long time ago but never did (in English 1). J%&*M A wTh! M"'L'V( (j"

Aunt Anne wrote me a very intveresting letter about ner dental con-
vention; I really like to hear from her, She told me now one Dr, Grady
said he could understand g Mrs. “eland Stowe's~-a member of Aunt Annes
Class at lental scnool‘-friendsnip td Russia since sne nad married a Jew,
Leland Stowec. Mrs., S.owe explained that her husband is not a Jew, out a
sincere friend of Rilssia. Apparently the estimable Dr. Grady could not
conceive of sucn an outspoﬁen friend of Russia as “eland Stowe not be.ng
Jewish, Adding tnis to tne report I read in PM of the recent recurrence of
trouble in “orchester High Senool, I gather that the Boston scene has not
cnanged very much - as Aunt Anne says, tue Christian Front must still be
strong there., To my mind this reveals some Very STrong under currents and
dangerous signse. e can not expect a more intelligent second and tuird
generation, one free rrom the narrowness and bigotry tnat has characterized
the past,, if tney are already acting tnis way.

‘he war news is good - first one tneatre und tnen the otner crowds
into the headlines. We have just begun tue long uphill swing to final
victory. We a.e all encouraged,no one ga:gﬁtomistic. “hat encouraged me
just as much was FDR announcement or def'inite plans for world organisation
for justice and control; jt was a promise tnat we are working not to lose tue
peace, I want to see what tne comment will be from national figures. FOR'S
statement to my mind calls for the commitment - wnich we would not wake
last time, that Lippmann callls for tuis time - that we will have the power
ready and that we will use it to enforce the principles of peace which a
council of free men decides aupon, What we must avoid is scekinga panacea,

We can not hope to cope wita all situations in advance - all we can hope to
egtablish are the broadest principles of international conduct, but with an
effective organism ofpolicy and power to enforce and evolve the necessary
ramifications, ‘€ w.Stu uub nang up our participation in p-w organization
for fear of an undefined commitment - that is the whole point, the necessity
@is that the commitment will be indefiniite, We must have the basis of under-
standing, the trust in the international sovereignty in which we shall share,
National sovereignty is not enough - we l.earned that in the past quarter
centmry; in Bo sense of the word are we :s;elf sufficient or selt contained.
We must give up certain elements(of nutional scope previously) for inter-
national security. épngress must see thut we must allow tue international
body to dictare the disposition of the internationgl troops and police
forces even tnough a part of those forces will be gmerican. :

Well, I guess that is it for today. (Flad to know you got the cable;
am looking for acknowledgement of my first letters, now,

Ww/i



