Still  December 25th 19.5

Dear Ones,

I just sealed the envelove én a letter to you ( a four pege affair ) but it is still raining
and 1 see no point in rushing up to the tent in the midst of a downpour - so I will start
this second installment ~ I think that I am in good snough shape to cover some of the
@livpingse I see the Portland vaver is now printing Sokolsky's column - I'11 be locking for
Mallon any day now: thoses two probably get along wonderfully., What svecifically irked me

was Sokolsky's criticism of the Army orientation pemphlet on Fascism - I am not sure but
many months ago we received that brochure here and at that time I was enthousiastic about it
becuase it clarified in understandable terms the ideological issues involved in the Buropean
war; I probably wrote to you at the tahe - &% w as the sort of pampjlet which could have
been given wonderful exposition by a competent znd interested orientation officer and have
had a stimuléibng and educational result upon proper dissemination of its information. What
°oxolsky is complaining about is that in defining Fascism it made the distindéions bebwesn
Fascism and Communidm and not between Fsscism and Democracy - his point being that this is
pro-Russien, anti-American propsganda - what sheer nonsense, The ﬁamphlet was one of long
weries and nine temths of them dealt with the American wey in comvarison with other ways of
life - its spedific purpose was to do what I have often tried to do with you, Daddy - point
out the basic difference betwsen Russian communism and axis fascismé Sokolsky himself auotes
the key meragraph - The Soviets early believed that a dictatorship of the prolestariat was
necessary in order to destroy capitalism and set up socialism: that then the dictatorship
should gradually evolve into a democracy, as now vrovided by their constitution. Thus, al-
though they now have a secret volice and a government controlled press,théir udtimate
political ideals afe directily opposite to the stated ideale of fascist dictatorehip, and’
their hove is to drop the apmurtenance of dicatorship in the process of democratic evolution =
I can only add thiss if you do not believe that, then you can have no hove for the UNO or
eny world organization, if you do not make that distinction betwsen the Russian experimnnt
and vredatory fascism, then the future must secem interminably disastrous...

The GOP s=ems to be in the news again.- first I noted that a grouv» of junior Republican
statemmen did all but dissvow the leadership of the 0ld Guard; but then azaein their effort
apparently wae ineffective in terms of reform within ths mrty since they were not presént
at the interim policy forming committeer meetings, I do not think that I am being overly
critical when I say that the vletform which came out of those meetings was as meaningless as
anvthing I have ever read - without saying so in so many words, each declaration left the
way oven for so many if's and's and butde that the whole thingswas pitiful. There was not
one real commitment as the fact that 13 Bepubliiﬁgs weres able to favor & delimiting amend-
ment to our accentance of the full commitment ©0,through joint Congressiommal action-as well
as the vnlatform statements about world cooperation... Stassen so far is the one bright

spot in the Republican future, but even his speeches show indications of his readiness to
play politics at tnn cnost of the intagrity of policy reform within the bulwarks of the 01d
guardeeos

While Marshall talks to Chiang, I gusss he must realize that the only constructive answer to
the ppoblems vresented by the US position in Chine is effective agresment betwaen the

Reds and the Nationalists, I hope he is successful - I assume that the Truman statement hel ped
®ve the way by clarifiying to some extent the fact that our only ® mmitment is to democracy
in China and to the disarming of the Japs and to no specific internal political group. When I
get the full text of the Truman statement I hope that it makes clear that our support is to
China as a whole and not to the National Government which is in fact but one.of the two
struggling factions,. And in Java the British still 1nsi§*on putting the blame on MacArthur
and the US, The fact remains that the British have used Japanese trcops - hard to explain if
their goal is limited to the demilitarization, dapture, and devortation of the Japenese in
the Indies. I also have yet to hear either the British of the Indonesians discuss the

liberation of the internaaﬁ which avparently is the second issue involved under the Ma Arthur
directive to Lord Louis, he truth is obvions in that both the British and the Indonesf ans
have clear cut ult-rior motives ... the time has come to clarify those officially and to end
the stmmggle that is going on -~ in this caee it might be done through Military rather then
diplomatic chennels by having MacArthur simply issue another order for the British to withdraw

and to 2llow him to deal with the Indonesisns directly. That would clear the ground for the



late discussions of the political future of the Indies. It would also guarantee a more
honest solution of tthe difficulties, one freed from the pressure of poised armieSece.

Dorothy Thompson seems to be in the midst of her defense of her position on the Germsn
nation, Her reasoning is, as far &s I can see, that since ocur occupation is proving unsuccess-
ful and ineffective in & great many ways, that since there are differences of oninion over
the rate of speed of German recovery and the fage of German productive cavacities, thst since
only the Nazis and not the German people can sctually be tried by courts of law, we would do
better to teke her approach, which, unless I am mistaken, in essence is that there is g
nucleus of good in Germany and in the individual German on which we can build without first
golng through the tortires of complete disorgahdzation and disintergration of the society whic
sccompanies a complete ocarnation by the military. I cannot agree with her srgumebfs o f
Justification - our failures in carrying out our program do not mean that its principles

were unsupportable: it sbmply should stir us to new ways of meking them effective, since we
have ndt seen the principles disnroved, It is my confiction that there is no reason to
Justify the "constructive! attitude toward Germany 2t this #arly date - we have no indications
of German recognition of gullt or of the lessons of defeat ‘n war, Wconomic chaos in Turope,
starvation diets foﬁ@h- Germans, inadecuate homes and living facilites for the displaced
Germans -- none of these is reason for sven giving German recovery its first wadge. I have
no# »ity foﬂ@he German soldier whose farm is now owned by a Pole, I have no nity for the
German who once cheered at the movies of Hitler triumphant in Warsaw snd Oslo and “aris but
who now finds no roof in bomb gutted Berlin, Before we can build with these Germans, we rust
break something - an intangible element #n their makeup whoee manifestations we know only too
well, Trials wont do it altogether - only time and continued care in occupation can do the
JoBess ‘

Well 1t is now after 3 and I am up to the questions of Trummn's labot vroposals asnd the
entire economic nicture sgain - I had better come back to this later,

It is now quarter past seven in the morning and I feel fine - the Champagne before supper

last night resally hit me & little hard ( I was sound asle~p at 5 in the afternoon when

Charlie Fveritt ceme over snd awskened me go that I could share the two bottles with them,)
But I took & cold shower as soon as I got up this morning and all is well. The movie last
night was a completely relexing and zany%Cinderedla Jones" - lots of foolishness and fun. We
sleo had about ten short subjects, including a counls of community singes sc we all had a
chance to blow off some gteam, Just hefore the show started, the fellow who had staggered into
my tent at 6 in the morning came o to me to spologize - avologize for disturbing me, not for -
wanting to vent his feelings on Hoggatt - he had my entire sympathy. One thing is plesseat -
we have another holiday to look forward to next week...

It seems as though the entire country is going around and around once more in the tangles of
our economic volicy. As Reuther knew it would do, the GM strike has precipituted the current
discussions. I have written about thes etrike and the issues often enough so that you know
anprovimately where I stand; there are cartain things which should be clarified. You cannot
sevarate thie discussion from the argument over Hayek's Road to Serfdom, from the argument ove:
the full emnloyment bill, from any matter whether it be wmompansation or public hesalth which
deals with the essential nature of the Americsn economg., The minute you take it out of

context you have openad the way to the gross hisinterpretation of all the issues involved. And
claarly thet is what GMC and the NAM are trying to do - the Union is not vresenting its wage
demands, it arguments about cavacity to pay, it insistance on therecognition of certain union
rights, in a vacuum; and you cannot shout the hallowed words "free entervrise" and think that
they answer the Union arguments for the reexamination of our economy as e functioning notion.

" For that reason I feel that Truman's vropossle represent a compromise with the policy that
supported the full employment legislation, an attemot to find an imnediate solution that
dodges and in reality blocks the inevitable solution which must come, namely the resvaluation
and redéfinition of & national economic policy. This fact is much more significant that any
cther element involved in the discussion - and it overshadows by far the questions of the
immediste applicability of the Truman proposals. And for that reason I do not feel that the
Truman proposals are truly constructive - they are what long range terminology would labad
mere stOP-gADSe Ryt pefore I return to the general question as I see it, these are my
reactions to the Truman 30 day - factfinding, cooling off - proposals, The entire emphasis is’



. the union phase of the gtrike; the powers given to the fact finding board for the

avestigation of the company rscords hardly compsnsate for the fact that the 30 day delay
seriod tends to kill the effectivensss of the strike weavon in bargaining, A 10 day period
might have come closer to being fair. There was nothing in the Truman DProposals which
affecting the tax-cutback which allows corvorations to finance strikes through tax rsfunds on
the basils of resultafnt lossas, The entire approach of the vnroposal is that labor is
necessarily at fault since it precipitates the strike condition. I must come back again
to the other vhase of argument; the Trumen proposals work on the assumption that management
is a selfless grouvh whose best interests automatically coincide with those of the nation -
yet how can we say? we have never defined those bast interests, Our basic notion of private
enterprtse must not he misconBtrued as putting the interests of orivate npofit over those of
public welfare. Why do we kid ourselves or allow ourselves to be kidded? how long ago was
1929 anywayl! Private enterprise in and of itself has no significence -~ it ies meaningful only ‘
in the light of how it best serves the principles of political and e conomic apd social
equality and liberty which we have set up, We hear all sorts of talk sabout production and the
drive of private enterprise - we have 1ittle svidence of its being & constructive feature as
& constant factor in our economy. That brings me to the review of Professor Piner's answer

to Hayek, "Road to Reaction" = I'll give one hundred to one that despite Professor Harris's
excellent review the book gets not one tenth the publicity which Hayek's received - I wonder
why? First Fine shows that Hayek is hardly & world authority, that in fact the theories on
which he arrived at som%irominence have since been disproved, Next we are reminded that RtoS
was poorly writtdn econohmics and noor literary style - but I will enclose the revisw back to
you for comment,... ‘

OK for right now =
All my love,

Regards to Doris
3 s

PS Two last Xmas notes
1, What we needed was = Santo Claus §1{)

2o I have hit upon what our mess hall decorations reminded me of = mmXmmmRER.
muEx® hordweee store, whiéh doesn't heve any special Xmas trade Anywey s
but just triss to get into the spirit of things rather unseccesfully,



