16 Dacember 1945.
Dear Ones,

We have just held a meoting to determine how to close out our officers club - we voted

that the salaries paid to the mess and laundry help be doubled in order to get rid of

our surpvlus cash - if wa don't get rid of it it will go to Hawaili and probably end up

as vart of a fund to redecorate some vermanent Army post loungze. We voted that ®eer and
coke be free all the time from here in and then we had to decide about liquor. We all

agres to free nights and the Colonel ( who was not thare),let it ®e known that he would
appeove of only three free nights a week; he of course as the CO has to approve all such
decisions. We only have 2) officers all told and half off us don't drink and we have a
gigantic surplis in real "liquid" assets - it struck me as absolutely assinine to have only
certain nights free and so I made the motion that all nizhts liguor be dispensed free ovar
the bar, This is in the face of Trosper and Hoggatt who said the Colonel would not apnrove -
my answer was sipply that we should voice our feelings and let him do whht he wanted, I
made my little speech and the vote was unanimous - practically a revolt, I guess! Anyhow,
we instructed Major Trospar to tell the Colonel what our wishes were and we worked on the
assumption that they would be approved: if the Colonel limits the days he can shose them
himself - it is a small thing, but very typical again. We tried to find ways to give
liquor to the men, dut we were blocked By reguddtion at esvery turne This afternoon I em
going out to show the Port officers what ammo there is to be dumped, I have a bunch of
middle of the month repvorts to make out as well, I am all caught up on my mail with the
sxception of Loken - IB11l sit down and drov him a note one of these days.

It is now Monday noon - I have finished writing an "answer By indorsement" explaining why
the Crdnance stock records srea not up to date: I had the answer all ready - all of Thorpe's
little notes in which he bitched for more helv., We Bhall see what hapvens - if the records
hed any value I would be concerned but I don't know what good it will do to try to balance
them,we have no checks, and they will be as worthless afterward as they are now, Then
Trosper kounced back my survey on the ammunition: this is a killer - I think I told you
about my interview with Colonel Spalding & couple of weeks back when that sumbling old man
tried to convirae himseld that the ammo was not stclen. He just doesn't know his ear from

a hole in the gwound - snyway, deepite my report, the MP report, and the complete investi-
gation of Wally Stout, the JAG, all of which reported the Ammo as stolen, thesy want me to
change my report and Jjust call it missingl! They are treating it like a murder case - no
corpus, no murder: no ammo recovered, no robbery! What inane quibbling! How I long for en
intelligent responsel How I long for a logical approach to thingsy Trosper tells me that
since the French delegate couldn't find the ammo and we couldn't, it obvbowily not a
robbery - it is merely missing ammunition - oh, me! And through all of thés I am in the
midst of all my reports .. what a happy Monday: thank goodness that I am in a fairly cheer-
ful moode. I am in the midst of Doe Passos! excellent Three Socldiers - good reading to take
my mind off this madhouse down here, Movie tonight is good Ameche,Colbert in something about
& bartered bride or some such thing...

And on top of everything else we have another court-martial coming upl This is a killer,too =
et 1 in the morning Lt Seidel couldn't find the guard in the PX aredor attract his attention.
He went back and got the corporsl of the guard - no sign of the sent'inel, So they shot thrse
times in the air! still no answer - they #hen proceded to blow the lock off the gate with
four more pistol shots! What fun - they rushed into the asrea with pistols ready, fearing that
the guard had met false play = no such luck, he sgumbled sleepily from behind a stack of
beer. Well, they couldn't charge him with sleepingon vost, since that couldn't be proved,

So he is to be cherged with a2llowing firearms to be fired in the vicinity of his vpost and
with allowing versonnel to enter his vnost without his challenging them or admitting them,

The first specification cannot be made to stick, but the second can, I ¢nink - and Stout

is back 86 he can be a little help, Such is 1ife at 1 in the morning on Santo. And 1

think that Spresgue is in a little trouble - he failed to report for a plene at Noumea and
that delayed his teturn to this rock: what discivlinary action will be teken I do not know,

I hoos thet it is no more serious than a reprimand,

This morning I manesged to squeeze in the writing of the raport of our last trial and I hope
that that is out of the way for #nod now - but if it like averything else here, it will have



to be retyped at least six times before being tentatively approved. But now to try to get
to some of your lettere ( I am sweating profusely at this point.) I whittled your clipnings
down to three envelones and a Dasge of notes,here goes:

Ican't help But note in all the columns I read - Pearson, Iivpomenn, even Mrs Craig - a
growing note of severs vessimism; and of course it coincides with my growing concern for

way in which our democracy is failing to function at this critical time - the Congressional
stalamatee, our temerity in the declaration of foreisn policy, cur indefiniteness in comple=-
renting our commitments with action vromizes, our inability to fodlow up economic programs
with & fective and agreed-to national policy, our public indifference to these myriad problems,
May®e Dorothy Thompson is right in her Casssndra-like, glmost mystical insistence that nothing
will work wi thoug wholessle moral regeneration in public thinking and action - even minimum
programe sesm to get stymied, the dottom is 8rovping out of realism to the point where realism
gsesms to s&y that no policy will be accepted. As our prob2dmm increase, we seem to be
increassingly incapable of facing them, we aren't even ready to face them, let alone to solve
theme... you tell me the answer., - Tghher we get lesdership, oOrccc..e and lesdership is not
1imited to the executive branch: it means the individual congressman, the indivdual city
conncilman, the individual volitical leeder ...

But we still have to look at the problems - every once in a while there is a glimmers
apparently the Truman statement on China was not too bad - I haven't heard its full text yet
and I will have to wait for your letters for that. In all the comment on the German trials
and the german attitudes of this season, there is the recurrent note thet the humility and
willingness to be self-reconstructive along peaceful lines that we hoped would come with a
totel defeat is not present - every repvorter seems to find the "maxt time" idea expressed all
to frequently - what more of a reminder do we need of the job that gtill faces us? The SEP
article by Stanley High on the American Communists touches upon the old familiar strain - the
odds are pretty good that the Readers Digest will reprint it. The communists do not havépuch
political integrity left on which to bhase their arguments in gelf defense. To my mind their
inability to phrase their programs in an intelligible and defensivle manner for the American
pablic is their big failure - they are not willing to ‘e intellectually honest and it nullifies
everything they do. The Communist is in the posifion of the complete internationalist - he
defines his policy in terms of his own nation and in terms on an international program of
communistic change into which his own netion would fit as part of a pattern. R sia's particilax
pogition as the nominal guide of the internastional programming of the Communist pattern leads
to the natural confusion of say, US nationsl interest snd Russian interests within the American
communigt body. The rub is that the communists for some reason want to keep these secreat and

it proceeds to foul them up irrevocably with the aversge American. The result is thet their
faulty strategy is everyone's predominant concern c.oo I hope that I am little clearer than

the Dally Masses, The issueg of communism are seldom discussed...

It ies now L4:30 - just heard that the Colonel approved the free drinks all the time idea - hell,
that's a minor victory. This has besn a quite day - and the somewhat frantic tone of this lette:
sort of reflects it, I g1ess., One of thes~ days all hell will break loose for sure - it came
close today: great, I am glad that Daddy's book gift from the MJC worked out so well - I knew
‘that sooner or later,Daddy, you would locate a f"replacement® for Jack Scudnasy, ‘he idea just
struck me: you mention that you hope that the weather is more comfortabis for me - right now

T am not worried as much esbout the weather as about the®heat®that is on-me!l

Back to the clippings - I jumped a foot when I read the British claims that we share joint
regponsibility for the Java deal: the British story is that MacArthur told Lord Mountbatten to
g0 ahead and clean un the Japs and this other deal is @ necessary corollary: how do the British
explain their use of Japanese troops for fighting tken??? As nearly as I can tell the Indone-
sian dispute has never centered around the disarming, demobilization, and removal of the Japs.
The British chaim is a logical opening for us to make a clarifying statemeht.,. I hope. The

news of anti-Semitism in Argenttna 1s disheartenéng but not surprising - one more place where
action is called for, and in South America all we have to do is to follow the lead of 1lit¥le
Uruguay, I was very pleased to note that Conant has come stronkly for a contipnance of the

draft in peacetime as long as the Armp personnel vroblem remains - good stuff, ittle incon
sistent with his opvosition to peace time service, I think. OK for now - All my lgve,



