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Well, here I am on Guagaleanal and I 11 try to stapt this rom the
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beginning. Monday morning dawned bright and clear and I gt Q:30 ‘88
usual and spent a couple of hours urying to g@ollect all Khe loese ends 20

1

that Major Trosper would have no qualms about letting ne i AR
packed my nmusette bag end I gort of planned on a three §0 five day trip
I r emembered everything - right down to a comb - and at the '‘last minute 1
even remembered to bring a notebook and pencil: after all tiere might be
some official purpose in nmy trip even though I still didn't know what it
was. The plane was scheduled for 10 but when I pulled into the office at
¥ Bob Howes told me thet they wanted me out thcre at 9:39 - you know, the
old story of hurry up so that you cen wait. The plane came in abhout a half
an hour later - and the Colonel was on it. He wanted us to take him back to
HQ so he could pesy his respects to Colonel Spalding and so Bob took us
back after Beaudry got the pilot to wait for us in case we were late in
returning. 0f coursw nhen we got to the Area apalglng was not there so the
€Ylonel saw Trosper. “n the way up he had told me in answer to my questions
that I was taking the trlp gimply because he wanted to talk to me and the
plane did not stop at “anto long enough for him to cover ererythlng which he
wanted to say and it was easier for me to accompany him to the agal than_
for him to waste two full days waltlna for the next plane out of anto. “b
1 was scheduled to return today. “eaudry's idea was for me to sit~in on tfle
conversations with the rdnance people up here and cover what problems we
have on Espiritu in theTcourse of the discussions, Trosper was in good mood
and when Beaudry said that I would be gone only one day he answered that it
would be OH if I stayed @ while, that I had cleaned up most of the stuff,
and that there was no real rush for my return. We returned to the airport
and Spalding was out there - like Trosper he talked official business for
a while =snd then asked about me., Beaudry told him the story and his respons
was "That's good, we need him down here!!!" How do you like that?? wWith thal
we crawled on the plsne, which had waited for us, and off we taxied., The AT
C-47's are not built for comfort or for sightseeing. The interior is
completely unadorned - baggages is Btowed all over the place, lire jackets
lie around ( they are yellow and have inflstion hoses and mirrors and all
the things you read avout - in fact, if you have been reading Terry and the
Pirates, I can assure you that his portrayal of the inside of a Transport
is very exact.) the combination parachute-seat straps are the only thing
separating the passenger from a steel bench. The ribs of the plane are in
sight as are the aluminim fuseddge features - you can read the various
Alcoa and Reynolds trademarms still on the plates. Two litters are 3lung in
the rear for crew members and passengers who want to rest. The entire plane
is outfitted to carry litters. There are oxggen outlets and each little
window has a rubber plug which can be removed for ventilstion. The windows
are low slung so that you have to bend forward in all sorts of uncomfortable
positions when you want to look out - especially if it is during landing or
takiug off when you sare strapped in. Beaudry was awling all around taking
ictures out of the window - I can't imagine how puuy Will come out. The
J,\xy was fine - a few white clouds in the air, little brgeze, and as we
waited for the takeorf signal the plane was stifling. The takeoff i smootl
and before I knew it Santo was sometlii
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> o few thousand feet below mne - we
circled 2nd were off. My senstsions of T]lﬂbf have not changed - there is
no sense of speed, and because of the fine weather the trip was calm and
very nuch like a train W]de %2 gettled bac h and started on the “‘eaders
Yipest while ny ears got used to the height, *hen I stretched out and the
next thing 4+ knew it w ftv twelve so I must have slept for two hours.

I was jungry =s hell but there was no food available - the crew of course
ad a shipply of canned food which didn't make ny nunger any less annoping at
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I watched them eat, 1 s;ruuk up an acquaintance with a couple of #**vy ensigns
who were going to fearl Harbor for reassignment. \Pegqudry and I were the only
two Army of the ten pas :engers.’ We pldyed some rummy and hearts and one of
them showed up with a candy bar~andf at 2 o'clock we came in sight of the
Canal. It looks like Santo from the air - all you see in all directions is
green - but there are no coconut plfntﬂtions and there are large pa t"hcs of
green cleared areas. The island is verfy hilly and rough - the coastal strip
is narrow,is not like the whde coral ledge on which our base at Santo is
built. The Banal 1is more:/volcanic mud that coral and it is.only recently that
the muck has been licked with adequate 5rav:7 and coral iu“g*rb. The weather
ig Just as hot, snd 4t sdBms to rein just meh. There dis not much "wwloﬁ
between the ‘.,Jo islands - of course, Army :;t Guadal has always been larger
than at Santo. There is no large Huropean group comnparable to the French
planters on Santo; there are = few British planters wio control large groups
of Fijian work companie: are hired out to the Army. aAnyhow, we made a
smooth landing on famed oL field ~ all of the other strips which we
passed over are closed Jnd lld@ Santo's being used as storage areas where
neces ssary. Captain Hurrfv the loecal OFdnance )fficer net us with a Stafr Car
and Beaudry went to the airpogrt office; it soon sppeared that he could not
get out the next day as he desired and so we ment on down tu headguarters to
otr:*ghuen it oyt down there. Murray 18 a red-head, mesemwe officer, rather
young, good polish, and ready to play the Army game as required; he has a lot
of headaches up here and he seeus to have tlings under control. He took us
into the CO's office and 1t was like o0ld timéds to see Colonel Howie again.
He hasn'y changed and after Powngll and #palding I am convinced that he was
a damn good CQ as COs run on dnto. This conference lasted for a couple of
hours and I just sat in on it - the Canal has i1.fintely more problems than
we do. To all who asked the Colonel explesined why I was along - Howie arranged
for Besudry to return to”ﬁy but it was agreed tha f I would leave on Thursday
so that both the vacation epd official parts of my visit were met. Wy were
driven to S3tlob Hill where Howie and his staff live and we were gilven a guest
hut. *he colonel told me to be sure and inform everyone that my visit had an
official reason - he admittéd :ing with the nbtion of r g a break
g officially
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from “anto but he wasn't willing to sanction the trip on t Db
He told Murray and me that he is losing his Noumea staff very shortly - Harry
Goodwin and 2 couple of pthers are due to leave on februe “3’ 1st - and that
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we could plan on going dbwn there after our bases close. 3pecifically he told’
me that since Santo willl be elosed out very shortly I can expect my orders as
soon as the ammo and other odds znd ends are cared for,., He wants me to know
the picture up here on the Canal but there is next to no possibility of my
being tationed here judgt as there 1s no 90331b111ty of my being declared
surplus after Santo closes - 1t looks as though I am fated to help in the
Closing of at least one more base, damn it! We went into, supper at the Coloned
's Mess -~ except for his aide-de-camp, I was the only lieutenant awong
gevera l field grade officers. Howle thrives on being an island commender and
he likes the r63yonbibility of nmeking decisions - he talks a good game and I
couldn't help but feel that he is a better man for this sort of job that
Spalding will ever be. Supper was superb - the mess feeds all of ten officers
and there were two knives, three forks and that sort of thing - very very
very - if you know what I mean. After a supper that wes like a meal ssrved in
the private dining roolm of sn excellent hotel, Beaddry had a little talk with
Howie - 1 rcdlly enJoy all the little Arnmy dmen¢tles and politics that come
into plaj in all these things. Howie is an island commander ahd he ranks
Beaudry who is the techiical advisor of the higher command.. Murray then took
us, still in the Staff car, down the Ordnance company area where we held a
informal discussion and meetlng. Up to then I had met only Murray and a
Captain Walker, the ammo officer., Walker ws easy going, easy to talk to, and
friendly &s hell, southern, and he offered to be my hoat, (Al Laue left for
the S;ates last week I discovered when I called. ) At) the Ord officers elub I
met =11 the rest of the officers - I knew one of them who had been through
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Santo and had stopped to see Thorpe. We talked until ten and then Baaudry

and I went up the hill - we talked for a while and then fegl asleep. He got

up at about 5:30 to take a look around before emplaning at 7. I stayed in bed

and got up and ste in time to meet Walker at 7:45. I had made plans to move

down into the junior officers area after that first night - as long as B.audry
stayed I felt I had to be there; but I have little use for two much company

of that sort - and besides the junior officers seem like a swell bunch and I

wanted to be with them. *hey.are 2l1ll sweating out a trip home like the rest of

the junior officers in the “rmy and 4+ seemed to hit it off well with them all.

What I wanted to tell you about minmbakd was the thunderstoem last night - at about 2 in
the morning I was awekened by a terrific thunderclap, Immediately after 1t the rain startd
to pour down - the thunder, trhe raimx, and the lightening mvst have kept me awske for an hm
hour or so,. without any doubt it waes the most severe storm I have ever seen or heard,

The thunder followed the flash very guickly - there wes no time lapse - showing how

close the storm was. Bvery moment it sounded as though the ammo dumps were going up - but
no such lémk., It has been the topic of converwatiom all day.. I can't recall a single
thunderstorm on Santo.... :

Well, I spent the day with Welker, riding around the ieland to look at the various Ammo
dumps and in the process seeing most of the island, He is showing me how they are pre-
raring their shioments and I am catching on to a little of the ins and outs of the prob-
lems of shipping ammunition, Col Beaudry is gokge to send up an ammo officer and some
non~-coms for our shipment, but I will still be generally responsible, Walker is quite a.
fellow - during our talk with the Colonel down at the Ord Officers club he started to drisk
and apparently he really tied into the bar after we left, he had @ rough night ( made
rougher of cousse by the raging storm) and everyone in the camp ares wes aware of his
condition and kidded him about it - I was surnrised that he was able 6o make it up the
hill to pick me up, ( I have really appreciated the way he has taken me under his wing -

I am now writing from his tent: you can tell where I changed machines.}ln taking me

around Walker pointed out the various battle marks - Bloody knoll rdge, mount Austin, hill
27, the Tenaru and Lunga rivers, the Henderson field area - as well as famous Hells

Point ares where a three day fire raged in an emmuaition dump, Guadalcemal has had more
that its share of sccidents, fires and explosione and what not, I went to the cemetary and
tomorrow I am going to check with the Braves Registration service as to the spescific
location of Luther Tihbett s grave = the cemetary is unpleasantly largze, but it is neat amx
well kept, The plan is that it will be a national shrine as I understand it, There is a
very well comstructed native-type chapel in the midst of the cemetary area, ( I thought mik
that whesm I return I would write at some length to Doris...) Walker explained the general
story of the battle for the @anal and from some of the hills ian the Cruz ammo dump you

get a clear view of Savo island and the famous iron bottom bay where the critical nmal
engagements took place, I will say that the Cansl is wicked terraim for fighting - it is

& series of knolls and ridges and streans and small valleys .. the open areas are very
swampy., Now the island has few sigmns of the fighting, in fact Howle has the place well
policed and it looks OK, I was a 1ittle disavpointed when I learned that Al Laue had left
the Island but there has been no lack of famlliar feces - Craplain Kravetz, Chaplain
Morrissey, Art Barry ( all from Santo) Mike Borod, Jim Winfree, and Tovver ( who came
overseas with me, I still have aphole day tomorrow in which to rum around and I plan te go
up to the Hospital which used to!be at Santo and whowe versonnel I know very well, Right
"ow the fellows are at a movie which I had seem on Santo and I have no idea what is on the
eatertainment docket for tonight - these boys know how to relax: there are lots of coffee
hours which everyone observes - almost every tent has an Electrolux and a hot plate - but
mo hot water showers! The teat I am in is right on the beach and as I write I can hear the
steady lapping of the water, “omorrow I will have to check on my return trip and make out
my report so that S»alding will be convinced of the official and importaant nature of my
visit! The Ordnance here is well organized,,.. and have I heard stories about Thorpe! not
@ ite the same versions which tle good major indulged - no doubt about his dbeing a real
cheracter from the word go, Well, Thursday it will be another ride and them back to the
last phase of the Santo grind ... but this has bYeen pleacant interlude of change at any

rate,



Yw to comment on some of vour letters which I brought along - I am counting on having a

stack of mail whern I return ard I want to be caught up, and elso I have the example of yow
writing from New York,... so here mest The Uruguayan note touched on something which
should have been initiated by the US, The note took key sentences from the various interna
tional agreements the American nations have made and show how they must be made to apvly,
"Multilateral action ig called for,..""non-intervention cannot bé invoked to condone
violation of rules accented by society"".. intermaliduties have an imternational effect,”
Why Byrned gave the note only quslified supvwort is beyndd me - it soumds like the lgoical
aaswer to the current Brdden dilmmam amnd its source is a South American ration, not us, Here
is another revelation of a weakness in our state department, We have passed the indefinite
stage ~ we need definition and clarification and unity once a2nd for alls at the present
rate not only our foreign policy but entire internal policy picture as concerns military
service, monetary agreemeants, economic policies cannot come out of = state of flux, Tpawe
is no justification for the comtinued confusion as to what American best interest is,st
least some decision hes to made to give us something to work upom in eriticism, whether
constmmctive or destructive, The EBurley gripe may be sour grapes but it creates an inter-
esting phenomenon - on one side our foreigm poliecy is accused of being pro-Fasxist, anti=
Russian, and anti-democratic; now the Cenersl labels it pro-Russian - confusion is the
only thing on which the critics are agreed, Yp to ﬁnow I have felt that a certain amoung of
indefiniteness and fhexibility im our desree of foreign commitments was healthy -~ bdut

our current extreme is justified by neither time nor events nor world condition not the
demands of the mechanice of dinlomacy. Wnen I uege a distincily “merican foreigm policy I
do not mean it in the Wheeler sense - I favor a2 maximum of commitments and the strongest
possidle definition of our accevtance of international responsibility as a membdr of the
UNO and as the worlds greatest democratic vower, '

Che manifesto of the Council for Judaism raises the 0ld question of the Jews as a political
problem in Palestine, What the CforJ says in effect is that it favors the immigration of
Jews into Palestine as long ae it understood that there is no recognition of the Jeys ac a
political majority with a resultant "Jewish" army and what have you, Now what you say, Dadgy,
is that Zionists ought to say to the CforJ and the AJC, "OK, 1let's -0t meke an issue of
the question of the Jewish commonwealth, we cam thrash that ocut later, Right now letds
call a meeting and all agree to place the entire body of American Jewry solidly behind

the #ewish Agency and the anti-White Paper ddoc," I don't think that anything that simple
will work -~ first of all, it answers no basic question, No one is apposed to the entry of
Buropean Jews per se, they are afraid of political considerations and those will not be
dispelled by such a declaration, First of all, the Cford would probably insist on a
promise that the entry of the Jews into Palestine once effacted with their suvmort would
not be used for the purposes of fostsring the political aspects of the question, Secondly,
the Arab states will not accede to immigration requests withoug some parity argument and

I do nt think that the Zionists will agree td that, But my second major reason for oppo@
sing such a declaration, is simnly that I have become a confirmed nolitical Zionist and

I think that we are as strong now as we will ever be; every factor emept ®ritish imperial-
ism is in our favor,Compromise only weakens the entire position of world Jewry,.. especial-
ly an ineffective compromise! I don't have to add that I still feel that the old
bogeyman of double loyalty which haunts the AJC and the Cford strikes me as an indefen-
sible thesis,despite the fact that I recognize the uniqueness of the Jewish case, Our
world is mature enough for, and our world ronditions requite, political Zionism - the
evolution of a majority Jewish commonwealth in Palestine,

Puat about covers what I have noted oh this slip of paper here - ok for now -
All my love,

Regards to Doris... j v




