5 December
Dear Ones,

Well, things went pretty smoothly today - old man Moore got in my hair a couple
of t imes but this afltePnoon the old bastard took off for thirty days in New
Zealand. He has signed up to stay in the Army - that %00 or more a month he
makes Must look pretty good to the Okie attorney - and since Trosper is leaving
_around Februarylst, the Colonel told Moore that he couldn t take his leave in
-the states but he eould go to NZ for 30 days, so Moore had no choice. The big
news 1is that a radio came in today requesting that I be put on orders to take
a.trip with Colonel Besudry up to Guadalcanal; Trosper is trying to stall it
off by, 6 radloing SoPac that I have anothe¢r ship to load - but I have a hunch
that SoPac may tell them to let me take the few days off anyway. ( My stuff

1s all palletized anid ready to move - anybody can figure out what it is and
were it is - Rauth or Sprague could handle the shipment with two other non-
coms.) I would certainly like to take a flight up to the Canal - it might be

& pleasant change: I can see two interpretations - either I am scheduled for
for the Canal after this place closes or after everything but the Amnmo is
gone,or this is the Pesult of my request to Beaudry and my repitition of it
through Sprague to [ arky Goodwin for a short vacation Brip. Only time will
tell - I certainly hBpe that I.get to go,.. We shallissme Last night I read g
through a lot of your clippings after seeing the reprimg of the excellent
Cowboy and the Lady. It 1s funny - when I get just a eBuple of letters with a
couple of clipplings ¥ find points of interest in evdrydetail:.w en 1 receixe
a great many, I find how much duplication of subject maMer t here is ( and how
much there must be in my le tters) and the easiest thing 1s to jot down the
various topics for comwent. I heard from Milt Fishman ( he is t horoughly
disgusted at Noumea) and from Juj ( he i1s going mad giving shots to everyone
in Samoa.)There was only interisaand mail today. Tomorrow we do no loading as
fap as I know and I hope to catch up on several odds and ends - including
letter writing! I'11 give Bob the day off - he has been going at a pretty good
pace too. -

I am saving aside most off the articles on current labet disputes for mgore
complete study; the other night we heard that the Labpr Management conference
was a 50% success, hardly satisfactory and that Truman had stepped into the-

GM issue to the satisfaction of neither side. But I will try to touch on those
issues la ter. As for the conference - I think that €ID was wrong in trying to
bring in the specffic Wwage-price issue when the conference necessarily had to
limit itself to procedural machinery. As for John L Lewis he is clearly making
his bid to rise to the heap of American Labor again - certainly he is Labor's
most dynamic [igure but not 'its most trustworthy one; he has defaulted todofter
and his leadership is lincertain. His current tack is hardly constructive or
strengthening for labor, though certainly Labpr unanimity might help clear the
picture of the American scene. Lewls is clearly for the raise wage and price
notion. The theory seems to be that 1f you raise prices and wages then only
will you stimulate procuction - I cannot see commitming our economy to that
inflationary type of stimulus. One of the news items mentioning the the
nation's realtors ( same 8 million of them) are out to break the rent ceilings=
it affects as many people but I heven't heard as much discussion about it s
the Union's attempt to raise wages and not prices and yet one is infdktionary
and expensé&¥e to. the 100 million or-so who are not realtors while the oth:r is
ok O we il .

There 1is & lot of discussion about Truman as the leader of the Democratic
Party and the current Republican program. Truman is still in a tough spot -
he is not FDR and although he has the solid background of the Roosevelt
admirer%s, he cannot hold 1t through the tough decisions that lie ahead.
Truman is the small-man's Predident. But he 1s no weakling - he will not
sow-tow to the Southern Democrats in a showdown, I do not believe - yet he
‘\n not aligh the othir divergent elements'of the Party into a solid mass.

\




The GOP 1s doing its best to take advan®tage of this - the Pearl Harbor
attacks, the opposition to the Draft are both beling made Party issues and the
Hale a ttitude, 1f he} aticks to what he salid in Portland vhen the test comes,
will not be typicgl Gif Republican action up to now in Congress iam any indica-
tlorn. The result; ity 3eems to me, 1ls that Trumen Wwill find his strenghh in th-
is very Republican gttitude, What I am trying to getiat ls this: ?ruman haq on
most instances taken an unequivocal stand, he is not afraid to stick out his
neck, eand similarly |( infortunately for Zionists) hel does not seem wholly :
averse to changing His mind with equal candidnesg. The result is tha? any
consclentious person lthows pretty well where Truman stands and how his.
thinking runs on modt of the issues of the day; this may help to compensate
for his lack of the 'stature which FDR had and for the fact that pe has yet
to reveal himself a statemman as well as a politicisn.lt is my belief that
any strong personality in the Democratic farty could whip it into shape - but
there is no such person on the horizon at present; the Democrats may be weak
and they may lack unity on issues and Truman may not be wholly able to work
as he would wish with Congress, but at least they are the Party with a
positive program, they stand for something. The Republican effort is to paint
ghe disaster of Pearl ®arbor as a Democratic plot to get us into the war.
There is a Republican effort to block the government legislation of the most
basic issues - the first was Reciprocal \Trade, now the nmatter of post war
military service. And yet the Republicans are as weak as evsr, they stand for
nothing. Until the Republican Party can emerge with a competent head ( Stasser
perhaps) vho can disavow the terrifying links with the 0ld Guard of Baft, Pew,
licCormick and what have you, they cannot (deserve publilc confidence and I do
not feel that they can win the confidence| of the Américan majority. For one
thing American partisanship has a viciousness that is & destructive force in
our national life. Holitics plain and simple comes mbove the interest of the
commonwealth - the current NY cases ofvstﬁingut and O'Dwyer are clear '
indications of partisan politics in its wiorst form: the use of public means
to prosecute partisan goals. We enjoy Pepresentative government - I gtlll
like to believe that its "representation" is not wholly true in tis reflection
of the American scene. What people so pften overldiok as a major factor is
that the Axerican political phenomenon must be viewed cautiously by foreign
nations with more stability and stability of different types. Recause of our
lack of basic unity and identity of interests, we are unpredicasble and in
effect untrustworthy. ‘ : ;

To my mind the Trumen-Attlee-King atom decisions were very wise; it 48 all
well and good to talk about outlawing military use of the bomb, but that is
hardly the approach of thé practical politician - there is a gigantic
groundwork that must be Ja id: the sharing of and pooling of atomic researches,
and allied physical matters, an exchange in full confidence of information
concerning armaments and strenghts and plans. This 1s a matter of political
expediency =nd realism as well as idealism; and 1t must work. However, I must
agree with the critics who Insist that we enter into direct conversation with
Russia on this topic - why should there be Truman Atlee conferences and notes
to Moscow? Russia is the thitid of the Blg Three and once the machinery of
sharing the bomb affglr was agreed to, Russia should have become a ma jor
participant in the Washington conference. ’

IThat 1s the one thing on vwich I am beginning to wonder shout Truman - has he
cided to underwrite the British Empire?? We are commit ted to world pesace .
and ju tice and that 'is not synonomous with salvaging the bankrupt.condition
of the Zmpire system. Our stake 1is not in Britain per se snd that must be
made clear - the world eannot think and it must not be true that we are
linked to Britain as against Hussia. Our interest in falestine, in Yava, in
Indlia or in Germany is 'not to share British responsibility and to support
British policy but te work on more basic world principles as a comparatively
‘Iree agent ready to take responsibility in the name of general wrld intersst.
o.far we have not bden expecially successful - we have bungled the Palestine




problem by agreeing to share Bbitish responsibility for the dlay in decision.
We should have told Brifain to solve it herself, turn it ower to the entire
UNO, or face worldijudgment; and then ‘we should have defined our stand which I
thought Trumen had done in his 100,000 message. The reaction of world-wide
Judaism is.justified - this is delay 1t is a coniinuing reénege, it 1is

@& denial of an irrefutable promise, it is inconsistent W th any world standard.
That' the US agreed to it was & sever shock to me. Ve must change that type

of poédlicy - we have many opportunities for' policy enunciation Java, Iran,
angpdace you mention almost - it's time that we started to define our Amerigan
Lntgrnut*ondl position. In Germany, I note that Frange is criticized for her
tactiss in delaying German unification and in her efforts to keep Germany f rom
functioning - I am all @ th the French myself. We have no stake in Germagy
rebuilt as an industriel -political power - our stake 18 in the destruction of
those very elements and jtheir importance in Uermany's structure. Speaking of
France, 1t seems as though De Gualle will go through many tests before he
emerges with anything full confidence and a functioning legisla tive body - the
French political bemperament does not seem to have changed.. 1 wish the
“merican public had af tduch of that gallicism. I#just noticed that we
beat Brown 14-7 Lnst@ad of vice-vwrsa, but I fear there was no mistake in the
announcement of the Yale score. : :

The issue is ralsed that since the Japanese policy was to sponsor "puppet
nationalist" movementis their continuance in China and Yava are suspect - the
standard by which the indonesians are. to be jusdged is the validity of thestr
request, not necessarily the sourde of the notlon.....

OK for now == .
All my love,

Regards to Doris




