April 16, 1943

Dear Sumner:

The promised letter of Tuesday evening was not fortheoming for the simple
reason that when I reached the Draft Board office I found myself immersed
in work.

The Augusta trip on W nesday had to do with the formation of a State War
Chest to take in the nineteen national agencies having to do with the col-
lection of moneys for the countries and people alfected by the war, These
include sueh agencies as China Relief, Greek Relief, Army and Navy Relief,
etc.,etc,, but does not include the United Jewish Appeal, which is really
a matter that will reguire considerable thought and study. e may be
invited to join in the October campeign and before that time we must decide
in each comgunity whether to become a constituent agency. There are many
factors involved, not the least of which being that the Jews give proportion-
ately far more money per capite than the non-Jews, though the latter have
fheh more money. That is well accounted for by the faect that we have
historically been & charitable people, charity being one of the corner-
stones of our religion. ‘en, too, the economic plight for the past two
thousand years has forced him to take care of his own and has trained him
in the habits of giving. Not o with others whose giving, in the main, is
purely perfunctory. This glaring disparity in the gentle art of glving
1eads the ignorant to believe that all Jews are rich, us a matter of fact
it is attitude and not means that determines the smount of charity. For
this very purpose I am going to a conference Sunday at the Stetlier Hotel
where Jewish representatives of several New bngland clties will discuss this
wery problem. ’

Our own drive is going over with amazing success. We have already reached
£53,348.00 with a quota of $47,500.,00 and the end is not yet in sight for
we close Wednesday night. We ought to reach $56,000.00, Everybody is

happy and all those who participated did a gmashingly good job ineluding
Mother.

I suppose by this time you not only ¥now the breech from the loeck but also
how to handle and fire & gun, which is a Whdleol a lot more than your old
man knows about it, his sum total of knowledge dbeing 1imited to the spelling
of the word gun. You are getting valuable experience and some day you may
use that for relazation in the wilds of Maine.

The next letter may not reach you until £fter the Seders. 8o I want at
this time to urge you to bve in good holiday spirit and to think of us cheer-
fully end gladsomely without the trickle of a tear or gulp of the throat.
OQur love for you is not only deep but understanding and we can enjoy each
other thoroughly in spirit.

Affectionately,



