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We've espanded our calendar to include monthly listings. The deadline for

Calendar Items is Wednesday at noon for the following issue.

6 sat

Cambridge — A Spring Fair to raise
money for the Ella Ellison Support Com-
mittee. Noon-6pm. Old Cambridge Baptist
Church, 1151 Mass. Ave. (nr. Harvard Sq.)

Cambridge, MA — Gay Folk Dancing.
3pm. 3rd floor. Phillips Brooks House,
Harvard

7 sun

Boston — Women's Softball. 5pm, Maga-
zine Beach (on Charles River near Stop &
Shop, 10 blocks south of Central $Sq.)
Bring bats. balls. etc

Boston — Rev. Deane Starr will speak on
“Love and Freedom' at the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Gay Caucus. 355 Boylston St
7pm.

Caimbridge — CLOSET SPACE (WCAS
740 AM) Gore Vidal: Sex and Politics in
Massachusetts. A broadcast of the lec
ture given by Mr. Vidal on April 5th at the
Arlington Street Church for the benefit of
the Boston/Boise Committee. 9am.

Boston — CLEARSPACE Benefit—Au-
ction/Raffle/Brunch. 3-7pm. Somewhere,
295 Franklin St. Call 277-2484 for info

Framingham — Pot-luck dinner and dis-
cussion group. Lambda of Middlesex.
3pm. Call 877-8550 for info.

Boston — Women come and boogie at
the benefit for Ja Shin Do: A Women's
Martial Art Academy. 8pm-midnight, at
the George Sherman Union Ballroom,
Boston University. 755 Commonwealth
Ave. Dance to disco and live music by
Bougainvillea, a woman's four-piece jazz
band. Karate demonstration. cash bar and
adoor prize. $2. donation.

Amherst, MA — Men Against Sexism
Concert with Kenny Larkin and Willie
Sordill, Hampshire College in the Red
Barn. 2pm. Free.

Portland, ME — The first meeting of the
Portland Gay Community Center Planning
Committee will be held at 2pm at 92 Bed-
ford St. For further info, call 780-4089.

9 tues

Boston — Organizational meeting for
Lesbian and Gay Teacher Group. All in-
terested teachers, ex-teachers, school
workers are urged to attend. 8pm. 355
Boylston St.

NYC — Integrity Social & Dance. 8:30pm.
Church of St. Luke-in-the-Fields, Hudson
St. at Grove St.

Boston — Salute and Support the ERA.
5:30pm-9pm. 9 Fairfield St., Back Bay.
Wine & Cheese. $10 donation to benefit
the US League of Women Voters’ Na-
tional Effort to Ratify the US Equal Rights
Amendment.

Boston — The Boston/Boise Committee
will meet at 8pm at Old West Church.
Election of Officers, 131 Cambridge St.

Boston — Clearspace is offering a 5-week
course in darkroom technigues to be held
two hours a week. Fee is $25. plus sup-
plies. Marcus DeVito will instruct. Also
held on Thursdays. Call 277-0966 for info.

Cambridge, MA — Women's Folk Dance
7:30-9:30pm. Phillips Brooks House. Har
vard Yard. Info: 623-1462

Providence, RI — 2nd anniversary of the

Providence Gay A.A. group. There will be -

guest speakers and a buffet. 8:30pm. As
sumption Parish Rectory. 791 Potters
Ave.

Boston — Integrity presents a panel of
women and men on ‘“Different Per-
spectives on Being Gay' . 7:30pm. Em-
manual Church. 15 Newbury St

10 wed

NYC — Our Right to Love — A Lesbian
Resource Book, with Ginny Vida of NGTF.
Editor. 8:30pm. Gay Women's West Side.
26 Ninth Ave. at 14th St.

Framingham — Lambda of Middlesex
monthly organizational meeting. 8pm
Call 877-8550 for info

Boston — Lesbian and Gay Pride Week
Steering Committee Meeting. 7pm. 355
Boylston St. All welcome.

11 thurs

NYC — Health Fair- Women from the Gay
Nurses' Alliance and St. Marks' Clinic will
present a film on breast self-examination.
check blood pressure and will provide
info on where to obtain low-cost health
care in a non-sexist environment. 8pm.
Gay Women's Alternative at the Uni-
versalist Church. Central Park West at
76th St.

Boston — The Rhode Island Feminist
Theatre presents Internal Injuries, a play
of battered women. At the Boston Center
for the Arts through 5/20. 539 Tremont St.
8pm. Tickets $3.50 at the door.

12 fri

Amherst, MA — Gay Disco sponsored by
The People's Gay Alliance at UMass/Am-
herst. 9:30pm-1am. 10th floor Campus
Center. $1. donation. For info, call {(413)
545-0154.

Cambridge — Casse Culver and the Bell
Star Band in concert at Amarath Women'’s
Restaurant, 134 Hampshire St. 9pm. Sat.
also. Tickets, $2.50. Info: 354-8371.

13 sat

Providence, RI — The Rhode Island
Women'’s Music Collective will play and
there will be a speaker on Gay Health
Issues at the Mediator Coffeehouse,
Wickenden St. 8pm.

Cambridge — Gay Folk Dancing. 3-6pm.
3rd floor, Phillips Brooks House, Harvard
Yard.

Boston — Hike up Mt. Monadnock, Dub-
lin, NH. Sponsored by Boston Unitarian
Gays. Meet at Boston Common, corner of
Charles-and Beacon. 8:30am (or 10:30am
at the base of Dublin Trail). For further
info, call 227-6167. Bring lunch, good
walking shoes and warm clothing.
Hartford, CT — “With a Little Help From
Our Friends” is the title of a lesbian rights
conference sponsored by the Northeast
Regional NOW 'Lesbian Rights Task
Force. Activities include workshops,
speakers, a parade and a rally. $5. regi-
stration. Sheraton Hartford Hotel, Civil
Center Plaza, Trumbull St. Free child
care available. For info, contact Ann
Crimimins, 3.Round Hill Rd., Granby, CT.
06035.

Boston — Men Supporting Lesbian
Mothers contingent meets at 11:30am on
Boston Common by the State House. All
interested men urged to participate.

Boston — Open organizational meeting
of the Boston Area Gay Softball Commit-
tee. 4pm, Arlington St. Church. For info,
call Stewart at 491-6587.

Boston — Lesbian Mothers Day Rally
Support the rights of lesbian mothers and
the rights of all of us to decide if. when
and how to have children. There will be
music. entertainment and speakers on
being a lesbian mother. child custody for
lesbians with children. welfare. abortion
and sterilization abuse. Child care will be
provided at the rally. Join us at noon
Boston Commons ‘near the State House

Boston — Benefit for Lesbian Mothers
Day Rally. Disco with Jacqui Mac. Club
76. 76 Batterymarch St. 8pm-2am. If you
need child care please call GCN. 426-4469
and ask for Nancy Wechsler.

i4 sun

Providence, RI — Gay Women of Rhode
Island and Gay Women of Brown will
meet (separately) at the Sarah Doyle
Women’s Center, Brown Univ. 7pm.

NYC — Dykes & Tykes is sponsoring a
Mother’s Day Lesbian Motherhood Rally
and Celebration at PS 41 (11th St. & 6th
Ave.). Those featured include singers Bev
Grant and Margie Rosenbluth and Poet
Audre Lorde. 7:30pm.

Boston — “‘Committed Relationships' a
program on couples, at the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Gay Caucus. 355 Boylston St
pm

Cambridge — CLOSET SPACE (WCAS
740am). Singer/songwriter Casse Culver
sings and talks with co-host Lisa
Schwartz. 9am.

Boston — Baby Bones and Company,
from NYC, will appear at Club '76. Two
shows, 5pm & 8pm. $2. donation. Pro-
ceeds will be used to provide musical
entertainment at the Mass. Correctional
Institution, Framingham.

I5 mon

NYC — Demonstration and guerrilia the-
atre on lesbian custody rights. Sponsored
by Dykes & Tykes. Foley Square, opposite
the Manhattan Family Court and the ‘Su-
preme Court. Noon.

17 wed

Boston — Lesbian & Gay Pride Week
Steering Committee Meeting. 7pm,
Dignity, 355 Boylston St. All welcome.

i8 thurs

NYC — Merlin Stone, author of When God
Was a Woman, will speak at the Gay
Women’s Alternative. The Universalist
Church, Central Park West at 76th St.
8pm

19 £ri

Hartford, CT — Hartford/MCC will hold its
annual meeting at 8:30pm. 11 Amity St.
Info: 522-5575.

Boston — Unitarian Universalist Gay
Caucus is going on a weekend trip to
Albany, NY. For more info, contact Bob
Wheatley at (617) 742-2100.

21 sun

Boston — The Homophile Community
Health Service is holding its Spring
Brunch benefit at the Parker House Roof-
top Ballroom. Speakers will discuss the
past and the future of HCHS. For info and
reservations, call 542-5188.

Cambridge — CLOSET SPACE (WCAS
740am) hosts gubernatorial candidate
Barbarta Ackerman. 9am.
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Frank, Hougen, Rubino, Ward Meet

City Officials Discuss Arrests at Library

BOSTON — City officials met with
representatives  of  Boston’s  gay
community on May 2 to discuss the
massive arrests which took place at the
Boston Public Library during the
month of March. The hour-long meet-
ing was held at City Hall in the office
of Stephen ‘Dunleavy, special assistant
to Mayor Kevin H. White for police
affairs. Also representing the city, in
addition to Dunleavy, were Corpora-
tion Counsel Herbert P. Gleason and
Robert Wasserman, assistant to Police
Commissioner Joseph M. Jordan.

Representing the interests of the gay
community were Rep. Barney Frank,
who arranged for the mecting, Rev.
Edward Hougen of Meiropolitan
Community  Church, Auy. John
Ward, Atty. Richard Rubino, and
David Bnll of GCN.

The emphasis of the meeting was on
what the official tourse of action
should be by the city in the event of
future. complaints about gay malc

State Rep. Barney Frank

Worcester Facility Seen as ‘Threat’

Violent Unit Opposed at Public Hearing

By Kathy Travers

WORCESTER, MA — Testimony
at two recent public hearings over-
whelmingly opposed the creation of the
proposed Worcester State Hospital
Unit for ‘“‘violent’’ women.

Criticisms at the April 26 hearing, as
at the initial hearing in March, hit on
several major targets: the large poten-
tial for civil liberties abuses, the lack of
standards or descriptions of what
treatment would be offered, and the
inappropriateness of a maximum-
security, 24-hour lockup as a setting
for meaningful health care. Further,
testimony charged that the Department
of Mental Health (DMH) has failed to
show any need for the unit and is
working against its own policy of de-
institutionalization.

The DMH claims a facility is needed
for women who would otherwise be
sent to Bridgewater: women they have
defined with phrases like ‘‘danger-
ous,”” ‘‘violent,”” and ‘‘seriously
acting-out against themselves or

Noble Announces

By David Brill

BOSTON — Rep. Elaine Noble for-
mally announced her candidacy for the
Democratic nomination for U.S.
Sénate on Thursday evening, April 25,
at the Park Plaza Hotel. To a cheering
crowd of 300 old and new supporters,
Noble denounced incumbent Scn. Ed-
ward Brooke as an absentee Senator
more concerned with Washington than
Massachusetts, and insisted that she
would be able to beat Brooke in
November.

In her eight-minute announcement
speech, which was interrupted nine
times by applause, Noble said, *‘I see
the junior Senator providing the
straight-line link between the people of
this state and their federal government.
The job of that government remains

others.”’ Since 1973 several proposals
for a centralized maximum security
facility have been considered and
dropped after public opposition.

Suit Brought

A suit brought in 1977 by 34 groups
of ten taxpayers forced DMH to file
for the legally required Certificate of
Need with the Department of Public

-Health. The Dept. of Public Health

called these hearings as part of the
settlement of the taxpayers’ suit. This
is the first time that public hearings
have been held, though over half a
million dollars of state funds have
already been appropriated and
$460,000 more has been requested as a
line item in the 1978-79 budget.
Legally, DMH was required to file a
Certificate of Need application and call
for public hearings when they put in
their initial request for funding.
‘Threat’ to Civil Liberties

The unit would have ten beds on a
24-hour locked maximum security

cruising on city property. Suggestions
presented included the posting of a sign
indicating the possible presence of
police officers, the use of uniformed
officers, advance notice of police
actions, and, in the particular case of
the library, large partitions to prevent
men from congreeating in the men’'s
room. Hougen also suggested that gay
persons be appointed to the relevant
city boards (o provide gav input into
policy-making matters.

The city officials agreed (o consider
methods by which police records of the
library defendants, especially  those
who were acquitted, could be retrieved
from the EBI. Rubino pointed out thai
FBI arrest records, even those which
resulted i acquittals, can be obtained
by out-ot-state police departments by
making a request into the ageney’s na-
tional computer, possibly jecopordizing
a person’s employment opportunities
tor life.

It was acknowledged by all three city

ward. It would be heavily staffed with
people who are well trained with
‘“‘behaviorally dangerous’ patients.
The proposal also calls for a clinical
counseling team to work directly with
patients or with staff, in the women’s
original facility if possible.

Women could be drawn from MCI
Framingham or any DMH facility
(state hospitals, for example). No
hearing would be required before
transfer into the unit from a prison or
mental institution. In contrast, at MCI
Bridgewater, a similar facility for men,
specific standards must be met before a
man can be transferred in.

There are no clear guidelines on who
is to be admitted to the unit or what
rights a woman would have to contest
her transfer there. The Prisoners’s
Rights Project asserts this means a
woman could be transferred for puni-
tive reasons or to discourage her from
exercising her First Amendment rights.

The lack of rules governing admis-

Candidacy for Democratic Senate

what it always has been: to do for the
people those things the people cannot
do for themselves.”’

She acknowledged that she was *‘dif-
ferent”” — but defended her past can-
didacies on the grounds that her sup-
porters were also ‘‘different’’ (she cited
““the elderly, the blue-collar worker,
the young, the student, the business
man and woman’’).

Downplaying Gay

In nine pages of material given (o
reporters, the word ‘‘gay’’ does not ap-
pear; nor did Noble use the word in her
opening remarks. This is consistent
with Noble’s oft-stated intentions (o
conduct her senatorial campaign with
no emphasis on her sexuality.

A handful of Noble’s original 1974
campaign committee members were

Elaine Noble announcing her candidacy

photo by Ken Rabb

representatives that the podice response
to complaints about gav crinsing mus
be comparabic 1o the tesponse 1o com-
plaints about heterosexual solicitaiion.
Frank noted that the Supreme Judicial
Court, In (wo unanimous decisions in
1974 and 1977. ruled that homosexual
acts committed in privaie are no
illegal.

The most important product ol th
meeting was the willingness of the it
officials to establish a haison structure
with the gay community for all ciny
agencics I thesevent of fulime enic:
vances between the citv and the eay
community, there will be contact per-
sons o handle complaints and ques-
(ons something which all parties
agreed would have averted the need for
arrestite 105 — men - at_ the Public
l.ibrary.

I'rank said he was generally satisfied
with the meeting. *“The city is willing
to work with the gay community,’” he
told GCN. *“We have the attention of
the right people.””

sions is just one area that critics say
threatens civil liberties. Opponents
worry about prisoners’ basic rights to
privacy, such as receiving uncensored
mail, visits, and phone calls, and
communicating privately with an attor-
ney. Conflicting information is given
by the DMH on patients’ rights to
refuse ‘‘treatment’’ such as forced
drugging, shock therapy, and psycho-
surgery. For example, DMH has said
that psychosurgery would not be used
in the unit, and they have also stated
that any patient would havé the right to
refuse psychosurgery. - As Miriam -
Greenspan pointed out in her testi-
mony, ‘“Why would they need to
refuse it if it’s not going to be used?”’

Lee Swislow, a lesbian who testified
against the unit, told GCN why she felt
lesbians should be concerned. She said,
“The unit is one way the male-dom-
inated culture plans to continue to
dominate women. One of the groups
they want to control is lesbians,

Nod
present in the audience. Her first cam-
paign manager, Ann Maguire, was
there, as were the most loyal ex-aides,
Robert Mikolitch and Linda Lachman.
A number of elderlv Back Bay and
Fenway residents also attended.
Although Noble’s “‘name’ endors-
ers — such as Lt. Gov. Thomas P.
O’Neill, Mass. House Speaker Thomas
McGee, and Attorney General Francis
X. Bellotti — have given the campaign
a powerful boost, none of them were
present. Two state representatives were
there: Rep. Barney Frank, who is in-
heriting one-third of Noble’s district,
and Rep. Roland Orlandi, the North
End legislator who is not seeking re-
election this year in order to run for
Suffolk County Register of Probate.

Continued on Page 15

Continued on Page 7




News Notes

GAY PAPER FOLDS

DETROIT — In a statement released on April
14, the Board of Trustees of Metro Gay News, Inc.,
announced the ceasing of publication of the
monthly Detroit-based newspaper, effective with

the April issue. Two major reasons were given by

the board for the paper’s closing. They explained
that “there was a lack of substantial capital to
underwrite the operation of the paper during a
time when current revenues were insufficient to
meet the financial needs of the paper, and that
there was a chronic inability to attract sutticient
qualified personnel to continue producing a high
quality periodical.”

Metro Gay News has pledged that it will never
release the names of subscribers to others, and
their closing will not change this policy. They are
attempting to arrange for another midwestern gay
newspaper to fulfill the remaining subscriptions ot
those MGN subscribers who give permission to
release their names and addresses. MGN asks its
readers to contact them by May 15 at POB 445-A,
Detroit, Mich. 48232. ;

PERSECUTION WORLDWIDE

COPENHAGEN — Danish and Dutch gay
activists have launched a worldwide campaign to
deal with the persecution and jailing of gay 'men
and lesbians in every nation. The activists hope to
persuade Amnesty International "to regard impris-
oned homosexuals as prisoners of conscience and
to make it produce a resolution about the question
for the international convention scheduled for the
fall of 1978." Mogens Madsen, a Danish gay acti-
vist, has issued an appeal for information and “arti-
cles about gay suppression and persecution” in the
U.S. and in other countries. He said that it is most
important to have "case studies about individual
persons."

Anyone wishing to provide such information
should mail it to Mogens Madsen, Skovstiernevej
141, 2400 Copenhagen, NV, Denmark. Similar intor-
mation may be sent to a Dutch group: Gon Buur-
man, Rob van Biggelen and Jan Postema, Amnesty
International, Dutch section, 3e Hugo de Groot-
straat 7, Amsterdam, NL, Holland.

ANTI-NUKE DEMO

BOSTON — A new group has formed calling itselt
Women For A Non-Nuclear Future. The group
presently consists of women from the Mobilization
for Survival Feminist Task Force and Boston Clam-
shell’'s Women's Support Group. Women For A Non-
Nuclear Future is sponsoring a march and rally on
May 20. The march begins at 10:30 a.m. at City Hall
Plaza, and the rally begins at noon on the Boston
Common. The purpose of the march is "to inform
people of the very real health hazards resulting
from nuclear power. We are reaching out to people
in our communities that haven't been involved in
the anti-nuke struggle. We are asking everyone to
come and find out more about the dangers of
nuclear power and join with us to raise our voices
together to protest nuclear power.”

NAVY SUIT CONTINUES

SAN FRANCISCO, CA — United States District
Court Judge Cecil F. Poole, on Friday, April 7, 1978,
refused to dismiss a lawsuit in which he had enjoin-
ed the processing of Navy personnel for discharge
on grounds of homosexuality.

Judge Poole previously had ordered the rein-
statement of Ignacio Martinez, on the grounds that
the Navy regulations used to process him were un-
constitutional, in that they failed to consider his
ability to do his job. The Navy conceded he had
done a very good job, and re-enlisted Martinez,
according to San Francisco lawyer John Vaisey,
director of the Pride Foundation.

The government had moved to dismiss the law-
suit since Martinez had been re-enlisted and a new
regulation had been implemented in place of one
of the previous ones. Vaisey objected on grounds
that the new regulation still fell short of Judge
Poole's order and that the government still main-
tained secret files and classifications on citizens
and that the government had not paid Martinez all
of his re-enlistment pay.
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SPRING BRUNCH AT HCHS

BOSTON — The Homopile Community Health
Service will hold a Spring Brunch on Sunday, May
21, at the Rooftop Ballroom of the Parker House,
Tremont Street, Boston. The event will begin at
noon and run until 3 p.m.

The fundraiser will begin with a champagne
hour followed by a sit-down brunch. Atter the
brunch, speakers will provide information about
the seven-year history of the Health Service, its
current programs, financial growth, and plans for
future development. Sanford Reder, M.D., of the
Gay Health Collective, will act as M.C.

Prior reservation is required to attend the
Spring Brunch. For information, call 542-5188.

BALTIMORE GAY CENTER

BALTIMORE — The Gay Community Center of
Baltimore has announced the opening of its facili-
ties to lesbians and gay men. Located at 2133
Maryland Avenue, the center contains a library,
reading and lounge area, meeting area, coffee-
house and daytime game room. Needed to get the
place in shape, besides money, are gay books and
periodicals, folding ping pong and pool tables,
folding chairs, tables, rugs, etc.

In May the center should be hearing from the
government about whether or not they will receive
any of the seven paid CETA staff positions for which
they recently applied.

CHEER UNDER INVESTIGATION

SAN FRANCISCO — The Center for Homosex-
val Evaluation, Education and Research (CHEER)
under the direction of Dr. John de Cecco at San
Francisco State University, is currently under inves-
tigation by the National Institute of Mental Health
(NIMH), its funding body. The investigation is
largely the result of letters by former staff
members and associates of CHEER alleging unethi-
cal professional and administrative practices.
These letters, which had been "dead end” filed at
the NIMH, only came to light when a questionable
interim report from CHEER on the state of the half
million dollar grant to study sexual assault in
prisons raised some suspicions at the NIMH about
the quality of the research.

Bruce Ringler, Chief of Grants and Contracts at
NIMH, and his assistant Gloria Levine, who is a
budget analyst, flew to San Francisco from the
Institute of Maryland to conduct a series of
hearings with twelve gay researchers from the Bay
Area who had registered complaints.

TEACHERS UNDER FIRE

OKLAHOMA CITY — A bill that would permit the
tiring of teachers engaging in public homosexual
conduct received the approval of the Oklahoma
Senate in April. The measure, which was authored
by Rep. John Monks and Sen. Mary Helm, prompted
no debate and passed by a 42-0 vote. Gov. David
Boren is expected to sign the bill.

Under its provisions, a school board could fire,
suspend, or deny re-employment to a teacher, stu-
dent-teacher, or teacher’s aide after finding that
they had engaged in public homosexual conduct or
activity.

Public homosexual conduct is defined under the
measure as advocating, soliciting, imposing,
encouraging or promoting public or private homo-
sexual activity in a manner that creates a substan-
tial risk that such conduct will come to the attention
of school children or school employees.

BOB HOPE ON BRYANT

STILLWATER, OK — Bob Hope said that Texaco
Inc., which sponsors many of his television
specials, has asked him to stop making jokes about
gays and Anita Bryant.

The comedian, who' makes commercials for
Texaco, said the company urged him to “please,
please lay off the Anita Bryant jokes” because "cus-
tomers started tearing up their credit cards and
sending them back.”

A spokesperson for Texaco said that the firm
had received a number of complaints about Hope's
Bryant jokes "and we requested him to refrain from
them and he agreed.”

Hope said that he has great respect for Bryant
and thinks she got more involved than she intended
to in her opposition to gays. The comedian was in
Stillwater appearing at a benefit for a local YMCA.

LIBRARY CONVICTION

BOSTON — A 17-year-old Boston man was
found guilty of prostitution and fined $50 last
Wednesday by Boston Municipal Court Judge Jo-
seph DeGugliemo. The man was one of 105 men
arrested during March at the Boston Public Library;
his was the first outright conviction of any of the
library defendants. [See related story, Page 1.]

DeGugliemo rejected all defense attempts by
Massachusetts Defenders Committee lawyer John
Salzburg to question the credibility of the arresting
officer, Angelo Terrizzi, who in the past has been
unable even to identify defendants in the court-
room. Terrizzi claimed the man solicited sex from
him for $10; the defendant claimed to have said
nothing to the man and that he was only standing
near him when the young plainclothes officer
arrested him. "The community is outraged by this
conduct,” said DeGugliemo. The man intends to
appeal the conviction.

There were three other library trials for "open
and gross lewdness” the same day before Judge
Harold Canavan. One was found not guilty, while
the other two were continued without findings for
one year.

GAY SOFTBALL

BOSTON — The Boston Area Gay Softball
Committee (BAGSC) announces the formation of
the "Lucky-13 Softball League.”
plgy a 13-week season starting May 20, culminatin
w!th a city championship game on Aug. 26 Gomeg
will be played Saturday afternoons at 4:00 .p.m An
open meeting for all people interested in ployin.g in
the league will be held Saturday, May 13 at 4:00
p.m. at the Arlington Street Church, corner . of
Afllngfon and Boylston streets. If unable to attend
this meeting, call Stewart at 491.6587 for details

The league will

LESBIAN ARTICLES ON FILM

CHICAGO — The women of Jump Cut are in
the process of organizing a special section of their
publication that will be devoted to the treatment of
lesbian filmmaking and film criticism. Jump Cut is a
film publication composed of men and women of
varying leftist perspectives. They have a com-
mitment to.the political struggles of lesbians and
gay men, and see these struggles as crucial to the
development of lett cultural work.

Jump Cut is looking for articles on all aspects
of the lesbian experience in and with films, and
also for advisors who have ideas to contribute or
who will help solicit and organize pieces for this
special section. If you are intersted in submitting
material or helping them out, contact Jump Cut,
3138 W. Schubert, Chicago, IL 60647. The deadline
for the next issue is June, 1978,

SHIPMENT RELEASED

NEW YORK CITY — A shipment of books,
phonograph records and other material sent from
the Oscar Wilde Memorial Bookshop to an Edmon-
ton, Alberta, Canada bookstore has finally been
released by Canadian Customs.

As reported in GCN (Vol. 5, No. 40) the ship-
ment was designated "controversial’ by the Col-
lector of Customs in Edmonton. Officials told GCN
at that time that the shipment was wunder
investigation. On April 24, 1978, Vanguard Books
of Edmonton informed the Oscar Wilde that the
books had been received. Rosemary Ray, Van-
guard’'s Bookstore Coordinator, wrote, ‘“they
[Canadian Customs] finally decided to hand them
over.” The package of books, records and other
material was mailed by Oscar Wilde to Canada on
Jan25:

RAP GROUPS FORMING

NEW YORK — Dykes and Tykes, an organiza-
tion of lesbian mothers and their children and other
women involved in child raising, has organized a
number of rap groups for women in the New York
City area. If you are interested in joining or forming
a group for lesbian mothers, co-mothers, lesbians
living with husbands, lesbians considering
parenthood, a peer group for sons, a Third World
Womens group, contact Dykes and Tykes at (212)
777-7697.



Lesbians Organize Rallies

Plan Mother’s Day Weekend Demonstrations

BOSTON — Demonstrations are
being planned throughout the nation
over Mother’s Day weekend support-
ing the strengths, struggles and
demands of lesbian mothers. The
nationwide demonstrations are being
called by the Seattle-based Lesbian
Mother National Defense Fund and
New York City’s Dykes and Tykes.

At the present time only 2% of the
openly lesbian mothers who go into
court on custody. issues win. This does
not include the lesbian friends, lovers
and relatives who can not openly fight
for custody. Winning a custody battle
is never a secure victory as custody can
always be challenged anew by the
father or the State, if it can be shown
that there are now “‘new circum-
stances”’. Lesbian mothers often live in
constant fear of losing their children. It
is estimated that between 13-30% of
lesbians are mothers.

Boston Demonstration Organized
A rally has been organized in Boston

for Saturday, May 13 at noon on the
Boston Common near the State House.
There will be music, as well as speakers
on being a lesbian mother, child cus-
tody rights for lesbians with children,
welfare rights, sterilization abuse, and
abortion. The Mother’s Day Commit-
tee, an ad hoc group of mothers and
non-mothers in the Boston area,
believe their demonstration is broader
than the issue of custody rights for
lesbian mothers, but deals with the
questions of just who the ‘state allows
to bear and keep their children and
why attacks are being made on Third
World women and poor women’. They
told GCN, ‘“We see this demonstration
as part of our struggle as women to
have the right to have a family if we
choose, when we choose and how we
choose.”’

Organizers see this demonstration as
relating to the concerns of lesbian
mothers and all people who live outside
the ‘‘supposed norm of the white,

Dr. Socarides Cancels Engagement

NY Demonstration Halts Anti-Gay

By Harold Pickett .

NEW YORK — On Friday, April
28, approximately 60 people attended a
demonstration at the Carnegie Interna-
tional Building to protest the speaking
engagement of psychiatrist Charles So-
carides. Socarides is an outspoken ad-
vocate of the ‘“‘gays are sick’’ theory
and claims to be able to “‘cure’’ gays
through therapy.

Socarides, however, cancelled his
scheduled appearance when his host,
the New York Center for Psychoanal-
ytic Training, refused to take responsi-
bility for providing him with “‘secur-
Iy 2 -

The demonstration was called a
success by the Gay Activists Alliance
(GAA) and Lesbian Feminist Libera-
tion (LFL), the two groups co-sponsor-
ing the demonstration.

GAA said, ‘‘“Two years ago, the last
time Socarides tried to speak in New
York City without permitting a pro-
gay viewpoint to be aired, the ‘dissent-
ing viewpoint,” in the form of a large
lesbian and gay demonstration, was so
effective it prompted the sponsors of
his lecture to cancel the one-sided,
bigoted presentation.”’

Village March

Stimulated by the victory of Socari-
des’ cancellation and encouraged by
the large turnout for the demonstra-
tion, GAA and LFL called for the pro-
testors to reassemble in Greenwich Vil-
lage’s Sheridan Square to protest the
defeat of the St. Paul gay rights bill by
referendum in that city and to demand
the passage of the New York City bill.

At 9:30 p.m., the group had assemb-
led for the impromptu street demon-
stration. Bullhorns were used to urge
others to join the demonstrators, who
carried gay rights placards, as well as
the GAA and LFL banners. Without a
permit, they marched down
Christopher Street chanting slogans
demanding lesbian and gay rights.
Police from the Sixth Precinct did not
try to stop the demonstration. Instead,
they provided an escort and stopped
«the traffic at cross-streets.

From Christopher Street the march
turned north on Hudson Street and
back to Christopher by way of
Bleecker Street. Against the Christo-
pher Street' traffic, the marchers
headed back to Sheridan Square where
they paused for a brief rally at the site

middle-class, two parent, two children
family.”” Demands for the rally in-
clude: full custody rights for lesbians
with children, an end to sterilization
abuse, free abortion for all women,
access to the resources necessary to
feed, clothe and house ourselves and
our children, universal free child care,
readily available free health care, full
employment with good jobs at good
wages, and support for affirmative
action hiring.

Men Organize Contingent

A special contingent of men support-
ing lesbian mothers will be at the rally.
One of the contingent’s organizers,
Eric Rogers, told GCN, ‘‘Men in the
community have started to realize that
it’s important to support the struggles
of all women to control their lives. We
believe it is time to start actively
supporting . women and to let them
know that men are fighting with them
against the patriarchy.”” Rogers en-
couraged men to come to the demon-
stration and urged all those who

of the old Stonewall Bar, where riots
almsot ten years ago sparked the
modern phase of the gay liberation
movement. There, one heckler tried to
assault Seth Lawrence, chair of GAA’s
Political Action Committee, who was
speaking to the crowd of over 200
about the meaning of the Stonewall
riots. Police quickly removed the heck-
ler, however.

The march then turned north for one
block and back down Christopher
Street again, this time pausing at bars
to urge others ‘‘Out of the bars and
into the streets.”” The demonstration
continued up West Street, still pausing
at bars for others to join.

One unpleasant incident occurred at
Peter Rabbit where the metal doors
were locked to prevent the possibility
of any marchers from entering. This
angered several people, who kicked the
doors and denounced ‘‘low conscious-
ness.’”’

The march continued back to Chris-
topher Street and on to Sheridan
Square, pausing at the Duchess, a
lesbian bar that also locked its doors in
the face of demonstrators.

With the police still directing traffic;

Vermont Women March to ‘Reclaim Night”

By Nancy Wechsler

BURLINGTON, VT — On the night
of April 29, seventy angry and spirited
women and children marched through
the streets of this city in a show of
strength and to ‘“‘reclaim the night.”’
The Burlington march was organized
by activists in the lesbian and women’s
community including women from
Women Against Rape (WAR) and
Women in Transition. The organizers
heard about the idea for the march
from the Washington, D.C., Feminist
Alliance, who sent out letters to rape
crises centers around the country en-
couraging national demonstrations to
‘‘take back the night.”’
| Marching from City Hall Park to
'Battery Park, through downtown,
‘demonstrators chanted ‘“Women, chll-
dren, old unite 2 we are going to take

back the night,”” ¢“2-4-6-8, none of us
deserves to be raped.’’ A favorite chant
of some of the women demonstrators
was ‘‘The power they have is not their
right — it’s the men who should have a
curfew at night.”” Many men standing
on the sidewalks watching the demon-
stration heckled and made noises at the
demonstrators. Some women joined
the march, while others stood and read
leaflets they were given by the
marchers.

The leaflets handed to passers-by ex-
plained the reasons for the march,
‘““We march with flashlights and whist-
les to emphasize our determination and
readiness to enforce our right to be on
the streets at night without fear of
being victims to the harassments of
men. We march this night with women
in other cities across the country to

declare our right to freedom of move-
ment: on the streets, in our homes, in
the workplaces, in cars or public transit
— whether alone or not — unhassled
and unmolested. We are asserting the
right of women, children and old
people to self defense and the right to
control our own bodies and sexuality.
We want to meet the approaching
spring and summer which too often
become ‘open season on women and
old people’ with a sense of power,
anger and unity.”’

Demands for the march included:
Self defense in the schools for all chil-
dren and high school women; funding
for self defense classes for all women
and elderly people; free medical treat-
ment for victims of assault; financial
support to the already existing
Women’s House of Transition; more
rape and assault crises counseling cen-

wanted to be in the ‘“men supportin;
lesbian mothers’’ contingent to meet a
the rally site at 11:30 a.m.

N.Y. Organizes Demonstration, Rally

New York City Dykes and Tykes wil’
be having a rally and cultural progran
on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 14
7:30 p.m. at P.S. 41, 12th Street of:
6th Avenue. The rally will have :
variety of speakers and entertainer:
from Dykes and Tykes and from man;
supporting groups and individuals whe
will address themselves ‘‘to the
common struggles faced by poor and
working people — in particula
women, Third World people, lesbians
and gay men, in the face of the
renewed onslaught which has beer
launched against us by the state and
right wing organizations.”’

The following day, Monday, May
15, there will be a demonstration in
front of Family Court in Manhattan, &
visible symbol of the custody battles.
That demonstration will be from noon
to 2 p.m. at 60 Lafayette St.

Speech

over 400 demonstrators marched: east
to rally at the downtown residence of
Mayor Koch, near Washmgton Square
Park.

There, Betty Santoro of LFL and
the Coaliton for Lesbian and Gay
Rights, spoke to the crowd, saying
““This is not Minnesota and this is not
Dade County. This is New York City,
the only city in the country where
lesbians and gay men drove Anita
Bryant out! We’ve fought seven long
years for this bill and when it’s passed,
and it will be passed, ain’t nobody
gonna take it away from us!”’

Seth Lawrence told the crowd, “This
bill will happen when this liberal
bachelor from the Village pays off City
Council Majority Leader Thomas
Cuite in a trading deal.”” Lawrence
emphasized the importance of
militantly demanding the bill, adding
““I don’t want anyone trading shit for
my rights.”’

Carolyn Pope, of LFL, the last
speaker, urged each person to find
‘““ten, twelve, a hundred people just
like you’ for future actions. She ex-
claimed “‘I will not be the first person
into the gas chamber and I will not go
quietly!”’

ters; that city property be turned over
to women’s groups for shelters for
battered women and children.
Organizers also included in their
demands that the U.S. Congress
defeat H.R.6869-A (previously known
as S-1) which would, if passed, make
demonstrations such as the one in Bur-
lington illegal. The marchers called for
a change in the ‘“law enforcement
peoples attitude that we should stay off
the streets at night to avoid attack —
and deal with the problem, not avoid it
by scapegoating women, old people
and children.”’

Over six months ago several women
were raped in Burlington, and the
police made a statement to the press
that women should stay off the streets.
The lesbian and women’s community
responded at that time by picketing the
police department headquarters.
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community voices

st. paul and
dade county

To the Editor:

It seems to me that the opponents of homo-
sexual rights and now one supporter, St. Paul
Mayor George Latimer, continue to ignore a
basic concept of America. Constitutional law,
that is, legal protection of minority groups.

I don’t want to appear naive, after all, fighting
an issue concerning oppressed groups via the
‘““democratic way’’ is almost completely useless.
But since the New Right (embodied in the per-
sonages of Anita Bryant and Phyllis Schlaffly)
calls up images ranging from god and state to
America, apple pie and motherhood in support
of its cause, it seems legitimate to rebut them
using some of the same concepts.

Ideally, America’s government is a mandate
by the majority. Nevertheless, incorporated into
the Constitution, and specifically the Bill of
Rights, is basic legal protection of ‘minority’
groups, in other words, people whose speech,
action and ideas do not conform with prevailing
societal norms (this, of course, excepts people
who commit murders, burglary etc., since those
are crimes of property, not convention). Thus,
people whose sexual activity varies from the
norm should not be required to aceept the moral
standards (i.e. tyranny) imposed by the people of
St. Paul and Dade County. Additionally, it is
ludicrous that Mayor 'Latimer claim he will
accept the vote in St. Paul; the City Council
should re-pass the ordinance.

Judy Taft
Boston

GCN welcomes letters and comments
from our readers. Letters for publica-
tion should be typed (double-spaced),
or printed nea{ly, and signed. If re-
quested, your name will be withheld.

St. Paul another
holocaust

Dear GCN,

The recent repeal of the gay rights ordinance in
St. Paul, Minnesota reminds me of another holo-
caust. The one called McCarthy.

In 1953, during the McCarthy purge, I was re-
leased from the United States Air Force with an
Undesirable Discharge for associating with
‘1omosexuals. Clearly a violation of my human
rights under the First Amendment.

During the Hitler purge, homosexuals were
forced to wear pink triangle patches and over
60,000 were sent to concentration camps and
annihilated.

It is a delusion for St. Paul, Minn. to think for
an instant that one can keep one’s personality a
blank. It is also a delusion to claim that homo-
sexual rights is not a question of civil rights.

Self-esteem is too precious to assume hetero-
sexual masks for the dubious benefits of passing
unnoticed in a society which is, after all, as much
ours as theirs.

The Constitution is for everybody — or — it’s
for nobody.

Thank you,
Frank Perich
New York City

ADVERTISING SALES
REPRESENTATIVE

Gay Community News is look-
ing for a part time ad sales rep to
work primarily at night. 20%
commission. Contact Tim or
Richard at 426-4469.

vida defends 'our
right to love’

To the Editor:

I’d like to comment on some criticism of OUR
RIGHT TO LOVE: A Lesbian Resource Book
presented by Nancy Walker in the April 22 issue
of GCN.

Polly Kellogg’s article, ‘“Breaking Up,”’ does
not in any way advocate ‘‘revolving doors in the
bedroom’’ or breaking up as a way of life.
Rather, it offers insights which many lesbians
have found helpful in surviving a break-up and
putting this painful process into perspective.

Regrettably, the phrase, ¢‘like most male pub-

" lications’’> appeared to characterize GCN in

Jackie St. Joan’s article, ‘A Review of Lesbian
Publications.”” (The phrase, intended as a com-
parison, was ambiguous.) It is also unfortunate
that GCN’s financial resources were exag-
gerated. These were editorial slips for which both
Jackie and I apologize. Each of us has a high
regard for GCN and we are well aware that
women play an important role in all aspects of its
production.

Despite Nancy Walker’s wholesale rejection of
OUR RIGHT TO LOVE, based on her misinter-
pretation of one article and legitimate gripe
about one paragraph in another, the book has
met with favorable reaction from lesbians, gay
men and heterosexuals around the country—and
has received positive reviews in numerous publi-
cations including The Lesbian Tide, Ms. Maga-
zine, The Library Journal, Off Our Backs, Pub-
lisher’s Weekly and GCN itself.

I hope GCN’s readers will examine the book
and judge for themselves.

Ginny Vida
Editor, OUR RIGHT TO LOVE
New York City

NEWS EDITOR
Gay Community News is looking for
a News Editor. Must have nerves of
steel, an iron constitution, and an
affinity for poverty (370 per week).
Call Jim or Richard at 426-4469.
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kyper responds

A letter to GCN:

I suppose I should feel flattered to be ‘the
object of Rudy Grillo’s latest tirade (GCN, Vol.
5, No. 38) This is the second time he has so
attacked my politics in the pages of GCN. By his
rabid misogyny he has most eloquently con-
firmed the very point I had been making.

Likewise John B. Fitzgerald should face him-
self in a mirror before he calls other people
““malcontents *’ (GCN, Vol. 5, No. 39) In an ill-
tempered and self-contradictory letter, he dis-
putes my account of 'Edward Rastellini’s
imprisonment and death, but he offers not one
shred of evidence to contradict me. Fitzgerald
guts his own argument by admitting that Rastel-
lini’s conviction was probably unconstitutional!
(To demonstrate how unconstitutional, Fag Rag
(No. 7 & 8) reprinted the transcript of his trial
before Judge Roy in Suffolk Superior Court.)

I did not suggest that Rastellini was an admir-
able character. He wasn’t. Yet he was convicted
on the testimony of a fellow hustler who had the
threat of imprisonment hanging over his own
head, and when he reached Walpole his life was
made extra hellish by guards who had spread the
rumor that he was in for child-rape. My point
was not to make him into a martyr, but to dem-
onstrate the barbarity masquerading as morality
in Ch. 272 of the Massachusetts General Laws
(‘“‘Crimes against chastity, morality, decency and
good order’’). It can and does destroy people’s
lives. Mr. Fitzgerald would have us forget that
fact. If we delude ourselves by ignoring the
people we don’t like, we play right into the hands
of our oppressors.

Finally, Mark Silber was unnecessarily defen-
sive about my comments regarding Miami
(GCN, Vol. §, No. 37).1 have no criticism to-
wards the many . who did bust ass in what was
probably doomed in any case to be a losing elec-
tion campaign. No, I was criticizing the arro-
gance of imported leadership like Ethan Getto
from the Bronx, whose self-congratulatory inter-
view appeared in last August’s issue of Christo-
pher Street, or Jim Foster from San Francisco,
who had been sponsored in Miami by David
Goodstein.

John Kyper
Roxbury, MA

Solvency 15,000
in
>78
10,000
5,000
The above thermometer, will weekly show GON'S pro
fowards solvency in 1978, The main s > ol additior
income will be gencrated by a serie You can
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community voices

walker's bite

Dear GCN:

I absolutely loved ‘“A Movement Funeral’’
(GCN 5/6/78). 1t did, however, have one glaring
flaw — the description of the initiation proce-
dure into Pink Kneesocks. That procedure would
better describe every meeting where Old Dykes/
Tired Lesbians whatever — were confronted with
tiny tots, pseudo-liberals, bleeding heart liberals,
middle class drop-outs, and the politically pure
at heart. It wouldn’t be a fulfilling, meaningful
meeting if we didn’t have the likes of Eve Rose
Borenstein and Joanna Hunter who write critical
letters (GCN 5/6/78) criticizing Nancy Walker’s
critical criticism of someone else ad nauseum!

Eve’s letter was so much rhetorical bullshit
and Hunter’s was phony in its false praise. Hun-
ter obviously lives in a hermetically sealed vacu-
um if she doesn’t know that teenagers are brats
no matter how much we may love them. Being a
brat is not an irreversible situation. Walker
didn’t call them Nazi war criminals! One thing is
to be said for Walker. She is not a phony;
opinionated, yes, but not false.

If you had to be pushed around by thuggy cops
and put up with the degrading bullying of work-
ing class men because your business depended on
it, then perhaps you would be more honest with
yourself and the rest of the world.

Walker is probably more tolerant than most.
I’ve been deafened by her bark, but have never
seen her bite even draw blood.

Sincerely,
Sheri Barden
Boston, MA

bicyclist attacked

Dear GCN:

While riding my bicycle down Cambridge
Street following the normal flow of traffic,
obeying all traffic laws, I was stopped by two
men who appeared to have been drinking. Before
I approached them they were walking in traffic
shouting obscenities at passing motorists and
blocking my path. My only course of action was
to slow down in order to safely pass their
_senseless blockade. I was then called variously
insulting names, ‘‘fag,”’ ‘‘queer,”” ‘“homo.”’
Why beat around a dead bush! It’s always best to
be specific and insults ain’t. What is important,
however, is that my physical well-being was
endangered. This all happened in front of the
Cambridge Street side of the Holiday Inn and
that intersection.

After I was able to free myself they continued
the chase into the intersection where I was again
stopped (I have a single speed bicycle). At this
moment I became aware of the license plate that
one of the men was waving, threatening me. At
that instant I defended myself with my cable
lock. They withdrew for a moment, giving me
enough time to escape and continue my ride,
only to watch the harmless plate become a
dangerous projectile. I then sought refuge at the
Beacon Hill Gulf Station where I asked the
employee (an acquaintance) on duty to call the
police. One of the two men chasing me was an
employee at that same gas station. The employee
and manager both told me that he worked there!
When the manager arrived on the scene he
moved me and my bicycle out of the station. The
two men at this time moved toward me from
their visible position across the street. I informed
the manager that they had been chasing me and
that they were totally irratiotial. He didn’t want
to get involved. Nor did the rest of the world for
a brief time. The two men pounced on me, cut-
ting my face and legs and chipping my upper left
molar.

So, what will be done? Who will testify on my
behalf? And what laws are there that protect the
innocent? To be honest, Boston has the worst
roads in regard to surface conditions, not to
mention motorists.

I have to get involved because I am aware of
the frustrations that drive activists back into
‘benign neglect, I don’t want to get involved.” |
was beaten up on Cambridge Street in front of
many witnesses!

I once had a course in social psychology that
used inactivity as a reinforcer: ““An old woman
with a broken hip laid for several hours on the
sidewalk of New York’s Fifth Avenue unaided.”’
Each person that passed her without notice re-
inforced the inactivity of the next.

The damage is done, my glasses are a twisted
remembrance of an ugly experience that could
have been my last.

John Reape
Boston

St. Paul vote
frightening
To the Editor,

Attention America! On Wed. April 26, 1978, a
group of citizens in St. Paul, Minn., voted to
take away from another group of American Citi-
zens (Homosexuals) their Constitutional Civil
Rights and liberties as guaranteed by the Consti-
tution.

If it is Homosexuals whose rights are being
taken away today, whose will be taken away to-
morrow and the next day?

The prospects are frightening!

Moses Bradford
Boston, MA

parallels between
jews and gays

Dear GCN,

Like myself, perhaps you spent four nights
during the week of April 16th watching the TV
program, ‘‘Holocaust”’. In the course of those
9% hours, I found myself making frequent
parallels between the experience of our Jewish
brothers/sisters and ourselves as gay persons.

We, too, are an oppressed people! We live in a
country and society which extols freedom as its
greatest asset and, no doubt, many of us believe
that what happened in Nazi Germany cannot
happen in America today. The Jews in Germany
felt the same way — it could not happen in such a
cultured and educated society. Many did not
recognize the warning signals — leaders advo-
cating prejudice and violence, legislation restrict-
ing rights, denial of citizenship and, finally,
denial of Jews as being human.

Are there not parallels? We have the Anita
Bryants, the John Birchers and the social and
religious leaders who support and promote
prejudice. True, we have our victories in legisla-
tion but experience many more defeats. We have
negative propaganda identifying us as child mo-
lesters, degenerates and corrupters of the family
unit and, particularly, of the young. Are these
not parallels?

I do not seek to belittle the unique and terrible
event which was the ‘‘Holocaust’’, but I do
believe that we have much to learn from this
event and must be vigilant against such a possi-
bility occurring again. We, also, were persecuted
under the Nazis. My fear is that we have yet to
see the backlash of Middle America againsi our-
selves as gay people. In the midst of rapid change
in the structure of society and its morals, the
majority often seek a particular group onto
which to vent its anger at what is happening — a
group that will serve as a panacea for all the ills
that accompany change. What better group but
ourselves? To be against blacks is to be a bigot;
to be against Jews is to be anti-Semitic but to be
against gay people is viewed and extolled as
moral, just and American.

We have much to share and learn from our
Jewish brothers/sisters. Like them, we live in a
society but are not part of the mainstream. As
such, we are often a target. We may seek ac-
ceptance through legislation but that is no guar-
antee of freedom. Our strength is that we are not
easily recognizable — some of us are visible but
most are not. It is, therefore, difficult to attack
us en masse. This is also our weakness — we lack
unity and leaders who can direct us and support
our cause.

Our Jewish brothers/sisters have survived by a
faith in their God and in themselves and by sup-
porting one another. They have a strong sense of
themselves as a people. We must learn to do the
same. We also must believe in ourselves and in

one another. We can support one another by

responding to the needs of other gay people, by
breaking down the barriers that separate lesbians
and gay men, by supporting establishments of
business owned by gay people or by people who
support our cause.

Politically, we may align ourselves with other
minorities seeking equality. However, we must
never depend too strongly on their support. If a
crisis should come, as in Nazi Germany, we will
have fewer supporters than our Jewish brothers/
sisters did. We will have no one but ourselves,
and, perhaps, God!

Name Withheld Upon Request
Manchester, NH

GCN’s Art Department is looking for
Volunteer Artists to design illustrations
and Cover art. Call Bob at 426-4469.
Good opportunity for Art students to
get practical experience.
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N is===]
ANNE NICHOLS — registered electrologist
Complimentary 15 minute Treatment w/Coupon

PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL
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OVER HARRY'’S PLACE

Boston’s Newest Leather/Denim Bar,

Welcomes

Vikings M.C.

Thursday Nights

at the corner of Essex & Harrison

itadel

2nd floor, 22 Avery St.
Boston, Mass. Tel. 338-8115

cocktail hour 12-7 great
every night dance floor

2 price

: More Cash Raff

To Our Old
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City of Boston Holds Hearing on
Re-opening of Other Side

BOSTON — Boston’s Bay Village
section would once again be the site of
a sprawling evening entertainment
complex if an application presently
under advisement by the Licensing
Division of the mayor’s office is
approved. Licensing Division chief
Richard J. Sinnott held a public
hearing on May 3 on the application of
James K. Olson of Andover for Black-
gammon, Inc., to use the building at
78-90 Broadway which housed the old
Nineties restaurant, PB Pub, and The
Other Side.

Olson’s application is for theatrical
exhibitions, public amusements, plays,
live productions, movies, dancing, and
a pinball arcade. The building at 78-90
Broadway is presently closed, although
it still possesses a valid liquor license
(midnight closing). Francis J. DiMen-
to, attorney for Henry Vara and
Profile Lounges, Inc., holder of the
license, has told the Boston Licensing
Board that the licensee expects to re-
open The Other Side-PB Pub-Nineties
building by June.

Under questioning from Sinnott and
Licensing Division counsel William
Smith, Olson said he had no idea what
the hours of the proposed amusement
area would be until he determined the
market for it. Olson also said that he
had no background in the entertain-
ment field; ‘he is reportedly a former
officer of the Harbor National Bank of
Boston.

June McCourt, president of the Bay
Village Neighborhood  Association,
testified against the application on
behalf of her organization. ‘‘The
physical location of 78-90 Broadway is
not and never has been, in our opinion,
an appropriate site for an entertain-
ment license,”> said McCourt, who
noted that the city curtailed the hours
of Jacques and The Other Side two
years ago only after months of
hearings concerning noise and violence
in the area.

The Boston Police Department also

opposed the application. Both Deputy.

Supt. Anthony J. Leone, commander
of Area B, and Det. Sgt. Stephen
DeLosh, commander of the Vice Con-
trol Unit, predicted the revival of a
‘“Combat Zone’’ in the Bay Village
should the application be granted.
Bay Village realtor and resident
Larry Cisco, who has testified in
support of Jacques and The Other Side
in' past licensing hearings, spoke in
opposition to Olson’s application, to
the surprise of some Bay Village
residents. Cisco said he also spoke on
behalf of the area’s absentee landlords
who feared an increase in crime and
decline in property values should an
amusement area open on Broadway.
It was Rep. Barney Frank, however,
who crystallized the arguments against
the application. Frank attacked the
applicant for failing to specify what he
intends to do on the premises. ‘‘In six
years of representing this neighbor-
hood, I have never seen anyone so
uncooperative.”” Frank said that the

NOBLE

Continued from Page 1

GCN spoke with House Majority
Whip George Keverian later Thursday
evening, who said that most of the
House leadership did not attend the

" Noble announcement because of a pre-
vious commitment to attend a fund-
raiser in honor of Rep. Robert
Bohigian (D-Worcester).

Brooke is being opposed in the Re-
publican primary by local journalist
Avi Nelson, who is receiving national

Bay Village is ‘‘totally inappropriate’’
for a coin-operated amusement arcade,
particularly one which could operate
24 hours.

Frank also accused the applicant of
attempting to manipulate the city’s
regulatory structure through mis-
leading statements. Olson’s application
is before the Licensing Division of the
mayor’s office, which handles single-
day, movie, and special entertainment
licenses. It is the three-member, state-
appointed, Boston Licensing Board,
however, which regulates the hours of
licensed premises and issues licenses
for daily entertainment, liquor and
common victuallers (food). Divided
responsibility for the licensing would
make it difficult to resolve complaints,
he charged.

In addition, Frank produced a copy
of the May 4 issue of Esplanade, and
pointed out advertisements indicating
the re-opening of The Other Side. He
also noted ‘‘help wanted’’ ads for a
club called ‘‘Encore’’ and said he had
had complained to the Massachusetts
Commission Against Discrimination
about the ads because they asked for
‘‘gay white male’’ applicants only.

Under questioning from Michael
DeMarco, a former police department
lawyer retained by the Bay Village
Neighborhood Association to repre-
sent them, Olson stated that while he is
presently the sole owner of Black-
gammon, Inc., he would expect to have
other shareholders in the corporation
should the application be approved.
DeMarco also produced documents
from U.S. Bankruptcy Court showing
that Olson had entered into a conces-
sion agreement with Henry Vara,
president of Profile Lounges, Inc., to
allow Vara to occupy the building.

It was brought out that food and
liquor would not be served in the
proposed entertainment area at the PB
Pub/Other Side section of the build-
ing, but that Profile Lounges, Inc.,
would re-open for business at The
Nineties at the southern end of the
same building. Willie J. Davis, counsel
for Olson, disputed DeMarco’s sugges-
tion that the application was a ‘‘clan-
destine’’ effort by Henry Vara to
reinstitute an expanded Other Side by
-skirting licensing procedures. ‘‘Mr.
DeMento [longtime attorney for Vara]
and Mr. Vara have nothing to do with
this hearing,”’ said Davis.

Olson denied knowing anything
about the ddvertisements for white
employees or anything else about the
‘““Encore’’ club, though he did not
comment concerning the ads sugges-
ting the re-opening of The Other Side.

Sinnott closed the hearing after two
hours of testimony and said he would
take the application under advisement.
If the Olson application is approved,
the Boston Licensing Board will
probably hold hearings of its own,
according to BLB Commissioner Jon
C. Straight, because of the possible
conflict of hours.

support from the Conservative Cau-
cus, and Waltham official Markham
Lyons. State Rep. Michael Connolly
(D-Roslindale) and' Hampden County
[Register of Deeds John Pierce Lynch
arethe only other iannounced
candidates for the Democratic nom-
ination, although several others are

expected to announce shortly —: iin-

cluding Cambridge liberal ac'tivist
Ruth Morganthau, and State Rep.
Thomas Mahoney (D-Cambridge).

Andrew R
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feminist - oriented  services |
fo our community |

HANDYWOMEN,
EN7ERPRISES

b
@

maintenance
carpentry painting
\ ceramic tiles ceilings

linoleum tiles

625-4270

Over 600 Good Gay & Lesbian titles, including:
OUR RIGHT TO LOVE,

A Lesbian Resource Book. ....... $10.95
THE CHURCH AND THE HOMOSEXUAL,

paperbaclke TG 1.95
A FAMILY MATTER, Parents’ Guide to

Homoesexualityoi =0 sn-ies 7.95
EGVING SOMEGNE GAY =% o 4.95
THE NEW LESBIANS,

2 lnteviewss o e e e 4.95

On mail orders, add 25¢ per item, minimum 60¢

Send 25¢ to receive catalog. (212) 255-8097

Oscar Wilde Memorial Bookshop
15 Christopher Street, New York City 10014

If you think Amella
Massage Oil is the best
for soothing a very tired
body, you’re absolutely
right. But Amella Mas-
sage Oil does even more. |/
It nourishes your skin to
better health and a lust-
rous natural sheen.
Amella Massage Oil is a |
natural protein base oil.
Contains no harsh chemi-
cals. And is definitely not
greasy or sticky. If you
cannot find it locally, let
the mailman deliver it to
you.

' FOREVER

FLAMINGO

ARTDECO® COLLECTIBLES _ «

CLOTHING » JEWELRY
o FIESTAWARE ® 7

. e
285 Newbury Si. Bos

GAYS-BI’S
STRAIGHTS

Wild assortment of sexual turn-ons
and marital aids. Largest variety!
Best quality!

e Rubber Goods (all sizes)
vibrators, dildos, french ticklers,
life size dolls, etc.

e Leather Goods — B&D, S&M
“Use your imagination”

e Accessories and Novelty ltems. . . .
“We ve got it all! — the rest is up
toryou.”

Call or write for our free catalogue today. -

Immediate delivery — money back
guarantee.

PLEASURE PLUS PRODUCTS

P.O. Box U69
468 Commonwealth Ave.
Boston, Mass. 02115 (617) 247-9141

Two-ounce amber
glass, $2.50 plus
39c postage. Check
or money order. The
Amel Company, Box
6009, Boston, MA
02209.

Your purchase price
and postage re-

| funded if not
satisfied. That’s
how we’ve built our
reputation. :

All Massage Oils Are Not Alike

salon

69 newbury street

boston mass.

Colorist/Hairdresser

w/following wanted for

Newbury St. Salon
536-3288

NORMAN

gallery

536-3288
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Justice Robert. Bonin Formally
Charged with Misconduct

BOSTON — Superior Court Chief
Justice Robert M. Bonin was formally
charged on April 27 with nine viola-
tions of the state’s Supreme Judicial
Court Rules for judicial conduct. Six
of the nine charges involves Bonin’s
attendance at an April 5 lecture by
Gore Vidal to benefit the Boston/Boise
Committee, a local gay rights organiza-
tion.

The Committee on Judicial Respon-
sibility, which reports to the SJC, hired
former American Ba. Association
president Robert W. Meserve and
Boston lawyer Mark I. Wolf to con-
duct the investigation into Bonin’s
conduct. The charges against him in-
clude:

e That he violated three sections of
the Code by attending the fundraising
lecture because, they charged, some of
the money was to be used: for the 24
defendants in the so-called ‘‘Revere
trials.”’ [Officials of the Boston/Boise
Committee have repeatedly stated that
the money raised will not be used to
defend any of the accused men.]

eThat Bonin knew in advance that
the Revere cases would be discussed.

eThat statements concerning the
status and merits of the cases, and
statements casting doubt on the ability
of the defendants to receive a fair trial
were made at the meeting.

eThat Bonin engaged in ‘‘friendly
conversation’’ with Vidal after the
lecture and knew that resulting pub-
licity ‘‘would give the appearance that
he endorsed the criticism .. . of the

administration of justice and endorsed
the raising of funds for the benefit of
defendants.’’

eThat Bonin lied in a press statement
on April 7 when he said that there was

- no reference to the Revere cases at the

lecture and when he said he did not
learn of the purpose of the Bos-
ton/Boise Committee until the next
day.

eThat Bonin pressured his admin-
istrative assistant, Francis K. Orfan-
ello, to falsely state that Orfanello did
not tell him in advance about the
purpose of the lecture, though Orfan-
ello says that he did. Orfanello testified
that Bonin said to him, ‘‘Frank, it’s
important that I did not know that the
money was for the defense of those
defendants. It’s important that I only
knew it was for gays or gay people.”’

The three other charges against
Bonin involve his receiving a leased car
and money from an ex-client insurance
company, hiring the step-daughter of
the insurance company’s director as an
employee of the Superior Court, and
using employees of the Superior Court
for private legal services.

Bonin refused to resign and has
requested that the SJC hold hearings
on the charges. He has consistently
denied any wrongdoing.

The Boston/Boise Committee has
stated that Bonin was not invited to the
Vidal lecture. In addition, the
committee has continued to maintain
that its purpose is not to defend any
individuals but rather to protect the

“face of a

interests of the gay conimunity in the
“witch-hunt’’ and media
hysteria.

Meanwhile, one Boston gay club has
already decided to come to Judge

Bonin’s aid. Gary Dotterman, owner
of “The Bar’ at 252 Boylston St.,
scheduled a benefit for the judge on
May 7 in honor of the judge’s freedom
of assoeciation. |

photo by Ken Rabb

BOSTON — On April 27, some 75 to 100 people demonstrated against
Suffolk County District: Attorney Garrett Byrne. The march, called by the
Boston/Boise Committee, occurred while the DA attended a re-clection fund-
raising event inside historic Fanueil Hall. The fund-raiser was organized for Byrne
by former Chief Justice Walter McLaughlin. The $50-a-head cocktail party was
attended by anumberof public officials and prominent Boston attorneys.

Boston/Boise organizers kept the line of march moving and organized as the
people attending the fund-raiser entered Fanueil Hall. Leallets explaining the

action were handed out.

The committee has issued five demands in the wake of the arrests in the so-
called Revere ‘‘sex-ring”’ and the entrapment of gay men at the Boston Public
Library. Boston/Boise has called for an ‘‘end to the witchhunt against gay people

LX)

in Boston;

retraction of ‘‘media lies”’

and assurances of ‘‘fair coverage;”’

establishment of *‘facts in all cases against gay men’’ and protectionof the *‘rights
of men and boys;”’ fair and open trials, and an investigation of the *“origins, links
and timing of the indictments and arrests of all these gay men.”

THE MASSACHUSETTS CAUCUS FOR GAY LEGISLATION

FROM NOW THROUGH OCTOBER TO HELP MAKE MASSACHUSETTS PRO-GAY

BY HELPING TO ORGANIZE THE GAY AND LESBIAN COMMUNITIES INTO AN EFFECTIVE VOTING AND LOBBYING
POWER THAT WILL OBLIGE POLITICIANS TO LISTEN AND REACT POSITIVELY TO GAY CONCERNS.

o We are organizing a massive voter registration drlve in time for the primary (Sept. 19) and general

IS ASKING YOU FOR ONE EVENING A MONTH

HOW DO WE INTEND TO DO THIS?

election (Nov. 2).

o We are identifying those candidates running for public office who are pro-gay, and we will be chan-

neling the energies of gay men and lesbians into their campalgns

e We will be sponsoring candidates’ forums to enable next year's officeholders to answer to the

issues that concern gay people.
o We will publish a gay voters’ guide to the candidates.
e We are encouraging openly gay people to run for office.

NONE OF THIS CAN BE DONE WITHOUT YOUR HELP.

ONE EVENING A MONTH OF VOLUNTEER WORK WILL MAKE IT POSSIBLE.

MAY IS MEMBERSHIP MONTH AT MCGL.

A SPECIAL NOTE TO WOMEN AND TO GAY PEOPLE OUTSIDE

THE BOSTON AREA:

For MCGL to be a community-wide and state-wide organization, we need your sup-
port in particular, your criticism and participation. We will do everything we can
to accommodate the special needs and interests of women and of gay people § 1 Call me to set a date for my evenmg (or afternoon) of volunteer work for MCGL.

outside the Boston Metropolitan area.
All MCGL Membership lists and correspondence is confidential and under plain envelope. NAME

ADDRESS

MCGL

73 Tremont Street, Room 224
Boston. Massachusetts 02108
(617) 742-4811
(Office presently open on Tuesdays and Wednesdays)

PHONE
A GOOD TIME TO CALL IS
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JOIN AND RECEIVE OUR NEWSLETTER AND CAMPAIGN GUIDES.

1

CLIP AND MAIL

Yes, I can join and help!
[19$5.00 Individual Membership.

11 can do more. Enclosed is $

1$2.00 UNEMP/STUDENT
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Organizing Campus Gays

Asidefrom the Degree / S

We at GCN were not impressed (10
put it mildly) with the article describing
gays on campus that recently appeared
in the New York Times Magazine. 7o

set about correcting such distortions,

we invite all our readers to submit
feature stories about campus gay or-
ganizations and the people who started
such groups and who now keep them
alive.

If the response is large enough, we
will devote an entire features section to
the topic. Send stories to Features
Ediror, GCN, 22 Bromfield St., Bos-
ton, MA 02108.

By Ollie Taylor

One of the co-curricular projects I
was engaged in at Florida State Uni-
versity in Tallahassee was working with
the Alliance for Gay Awareness. It was
an interesting, troubling and often try-
ing experience.

The Alliance had its source in (wo
former organizations. The earliest, a
gay liberation front, was suppressed by
a former president of the university in
the early 70s. Another, called the Peo-
ple’s Coalition for Gay Rights, was
formed through the tireless efforts of
Jerry Maxham in 1972. Maxham, also
known for his Marxist political views,
had to threaten court action to get uni-
versily recognition: Among its most
noteworthy events was a speaking ap-
pearance by D:C. gay activist Frank
Kameny and the picketing of the local
newspaper, The Tallahassee Democrat,
for the suppression of a series of
articles on gay athletes. In addition, a
number of social activities were spon-
sored by the group. By late 1975, the
membership dwindled and it became
defunct as interests waned and per-
sonality conflicts took their toll.

It was in the summer of 1976 that a
group of concerned gays began to ex-
press feelings that an effort was needed
to revive the Coalition. The steering
committee for this, in large measure,
came - from FSU’s Gay Rap Group.
Another person and I had led this
group for about a year. A meeting to
set up a workshop for the drafting of a
constitution took place Independence
evening on the Bicentennial. Later that
fall the name was changed after some
procedural wrangling to the Alliance
for Gay Awareness (AGA). This was
done in an effort to create a new
identity and reduce memories of a link
to Marxism and the personality battles
characteristic . of the Coalition. A few
former PCGR members are still active
in the AGA. As for myself, I attended
a couple of PCGR events in its waning
days.

The revived AGA, after some or-
ganizational problems, caught on
quickly. Initially, forty members at-
tended meetings. This settled down to
about twenty later. After a flurry, a
core of activists and a number of lesser
participants continued on. However,
much was accomplished in that period
up through September, 1977. I left Tal-
lahassee to enroll in the doctoral
program in political science at MIT
(Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy).

There were recognition problems.
The GLF and PCGR had overcome
these obstacles. Funding from the
student government met minimal op-
position. One of our assets was the
willingness of many members to work
hard to raise our own funds. The chief
devices were car washes (even before
the disco hit) and flea markets. These
activities provided a base of common
participation and a feeling that we
served a good purpose. However,
knowing the unpopularity of our

cause, we used ‘‘Tri-Lambda’’ for our
off-campus fund raisers. We feared
public hostility and ridicule. One must
understand that Tallahassee is ex-
tremely conservative relative to other
areas such as Boston. It must be added
that other areas are even more hostile
than Tallahassee.

Some of the most effective activities
were our speaking and interviewing
engagements. With assistance from
faculty members, sessions with AGA
members forming panels were set in a
number of classes. These usually took
place in: social work, sociology and

psychology courses. Some were grate--

ful at having a chance to relate to gay
people. A few were adverse and some
had mixed feelings.

David Seibert, our first director,
worked tirelessly. Often, he wasn’t
supported as much as he should have

‘been. Yet, good campus news cov-

erage, support of student government
officials and a core of a half dozen
activists were able to keep things going.
In fact, AGA members were and often
continue to be members of student
governmental units.

We held dances with up to two
hundred people, from on and off
campus, in attendance. We held
smaller excursions into rural areas of
the Great Bend. (This is a popular
nickname for ‘the part of Florida in
which ESU is located.) The success of
these events was usually a result of a
few tending to organizational details.

On the political front, there was the
picketing of an appearance last spring
of Anita Bryant. She was being served,
ironically enough, by a gay waiter in a
downtown restaurant.

More importantly, Jean Smith of
Parents of Gays andImyself appeared
beforé a legislative committee to argue
against anti-gay marriage and-adoption

bills. We weren’t successful. The bills

passed overwhelmingly. But at least
our feelings were made known. Dave
Seibert and secveral others prepared
exhibits for the legislators. However,
with a few exceptions, the lawmakers
were rather rude and indifferent to our
attempts at persuasion.

Although the AGA is the largest,
most diverse and, locally, most well-

-known of gay related organizations in

Tallahassee, there are a number of
others that have important specific ob-
jectives. AGA and these units co-
operate both formally and informally.
The Tallahassee community is such
tha: onc¢ can participate in all the
groups without overcommitmen: of
time and energy. Scveral persons, in-
cluding myself, have done just this and
offered our individual suggestions to-
wards improvments for all in the gay
community.

On a more personal level, the price
of involvement hasn’t been without

" costs. My coming out has been ex-

tremely gradual and in stages. Much of
my participation was behind the scenes
for a number of years prior to the more
recent ‘‘up-front’’ involvement. Even
then, the environment within which my
participation took place was a con-
trolled one, i.e. media, classes and or-
ganizations. Only the closest and most
observant of persons know of my
sexuality. But many know how [ feel
about gay issues in general.

The reason for this curious dichot-
omy or two-level approach is the fact
that I’ve been personally constrained
by persons who aren’t sympathetic to
gay rights or even to our existence. A
number of examples could be cited.
One is the church I belong to.
Churches of Christ are ‘socially con-

Continued on Page 14

. special “2” DAY RATESS

- ALLWEEK LONG 4 b
Singles __ $20 FOR ‘ HAIRCUTS TO GIVE
Dbls. $25} 2 A SENSE OF WELL-BEING.

' Dbls. wib $35 NIGHTS |

/

AE

| OFF SEASON "9
RATES e

SEPT. 15-JUNE 15 (except holidays)
Reservations Suggested
12 Johnson St., Provincetown 02567

T s S -

232 Newhoy Street

Delivery pt |
Entrance Bl

off Cambridge St. near Harvard Ave.

Boston Mass 02116
(617) 487-0138 266’0300 :
THE
RESTAURANT
and
the

12 Wilton Street, Allston - -
783-5701 e

—Sunday is 2 for 1 nite at
the Delivery Entrance,
1 p.m. to 2 a.m.

—T Dance 1 on Sunday.
Delivery Entrance.
—Open 7 nites till 2 a.m.

THE COPY GAZETTR

e Offset Printing ® |ayout and Design
¢ Photocopying. * Typing

e Coilating ® Typesetting

® Binding ® Business Cards

® Folding e Rubber Stamps

® Reductions * Envelopes and Stationery
115 Water Street We Provide Complete Printing Services

ton, Mass..02109 3 il
(85357) 426—22 15 To Suit All Your Printing Needs

= ; . s

The Homophile Commrunity Health Service
invites you to 1s

Spring Brunch
at the Rooftop Ballroom of the Parker House
Tremont Street, Boston
Sunday, May 21
12 noon to 3 p.m.
Champagne hour beginnin: at noon

Prior reservation required

$18.50 per person
$32.00 per couple

For information call 542-5188,
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By Eric Rogers

One of the most controversial occu-
pations for a lesbian or gay man ‘to
choosc in New England is the teaching
profession. Throughout New England
gay people have no protection against
dismissal due to their sexuality. Despite
some reeent gains, the United States to-
day still has a legal system that offers
virtually no protection to teachers who
are not heterosexual. It is surprising
that so many lesbians and gay men
hold teaching positions and continue to
join the profession. Albert Shanker,
President of the American Federation
of Teachers, has estimated the New
York City schools contain many more
lesbian and gay teachers than the es-
timated 10% of the population. Con-
sidering the possibilities of dismissal
and the accompanying inhibition of
lifestyle, gav people must have good
reasons for becoming teachers.

The major motivation of lesbian and
vay teachers for entering the field of
education is the desire to work with
children. In this way, gays are no
different than straights. Since the
actual work involved in being a teacher
is educating young people, it is not
surprising.  that people who enjoy
young people enter the profession. One
gay man who works as an English
teacher in the Boston Public Schools
explained that he received a great deal
of satisfaction from teaching. ‘I like
teaching kids and helping them work
through the problems of growing up,”’
he said. **Because of the confusion and
conflict I felt while I was coming out, |
find it easy to empathize with the prob-
lems that children face.”’

Many gav teachers remember feel-
ings of intense isolation and confusion
from their vouth and are committed (o
helping voung people gain confidence
in themselves. Also, the process of
coming out as a lesbian or gay man is a
process of self-definition similar to the
adolescent identity crises that most
teenagers experience. While all teach-
ers should be motivated by a desire to
make children happy with themselves,
cay teachers as adults are actively in-
volved in a similar struggle for the right
to their own identity. The belief in the
integrity of the individual will give a
lesbian the strength to live her life as
she chooses and also help voung people
forge their own identity.

The schiedule that most school teach-
ers work is another incentive for many
gayv peaple. 1Y they have to remain all
vear in the classroom, at least there is a
itwo month summer vacation in which
1o travel, relax, and, as one lesbian
teacher stated, **let my hair down and
be myselt.”! Many teachers find that
their daily 8 A.M. to 3 P.M. schedules
allow rhem evenings free to do political
work or go out to the bars. The salary
also, while not comparable to big busi-
ness salaries, is certainly large enough
‘o support a single person in a fairly
comfortable manner. The material
conveniences of the profession, while
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not enough to fully displace the risks,
appeal greatly to many teachers, gay or
straight.

While the reasons for entering the
teaching profession do not seem differ-
ent for gay or straight people, certain
factors primarily affect gay people.
Some people believe that gay people,
realizing that they may not become
biological parents, want to fulfill some
kind of ‘‘parenting instinct’’. While
psychiatrists and sociologists feel very
differently on this subject, more than
one gay teacher has expressed this
motivation. A lesbian who teaches
second grade in a private school looks
on her class as her *‘substitute family’’,
since she believes she will never have
children of her own. ‘‘My mothering
needs are being fulfilled through teach-
ing,” she explained. “‘In this way I’'m
able to give more to the children than
many straight teachers. I could never
teach and have my own kids. Teaching

is'too draining an experience for me. I .

give my class everything that I can.”
Whether or not this lesbian teacher’s
feelings are actually her “‘instinct’’ is
irrelevant. What seems important is
that she is fully committed (o ef-
fectively giving her energies to her
class. And that is what she is being paid
to do. :
Despite  their  enthusiasm  for
teaching, all teachers are faced with in-
hibitions placed on their lifestyles be-
cause they are considered ‘‘examples’’
for their students. New England
teachers early in this century were ex-

“pected to be chaste. When a woman

married, she would leave teaching be-
hind. Proper Bostonians did not want
their children to be working with some-
one who was having sex. Within recent
years teachers have been dismissed for
being pregnant and unmarried, living
with a person of the opposite sex
oulside of marriage, and for having a
friend of the opposite sex as an apart-
ment guest overnight.

Gay leachers are faced with a greater
inhibition in lifestyle. If their sexuality
becomes public knowledge they can
legally be fired. Living incognito as a
straight person may be easy for some
teachers, but it does take its toll. Les-
bian and gay teachers are plagued by
many feelings because of this deception
they must live convinecingly in school.
The three major problems that gay
teachers experience in their daily
teaching activities are fear, isolation,
and guilt. While these feelings are not
casily overcome, gay teachers have
found some ways of alleviating their
distress and anxiety.

FEAR & PARANOIA
IN THE CLASSROOM

The basic fear that every gay teacher
must learn to live with is the fear of
someone learning that they are gay and
of a subsequent dismissal from teach-
ing. This is certainly a valid fear
throughout this country, except in cer-
tain progressive areas such as New
York City and San Francisco where
public school boards have issued state-
ments supporting gay teachers. Often
teachers are fired without even being
“proven’’ to be homosexual. The mere
rumor of homosexuality is enough to
send a community into a panic.- While
a teacher may not be fired because of a
rumor, the students or.the community
may react with such hostility that the
teacher is forced to resign.

One first year teacher in the Boston
suburbs left teaching because of the
abuse of the students. Speaking of the
experience, he explained, ‘I was un-
aware of how demanding and abusive
the students could be. The word ¢“fag-
got”’was applied to everyone and cvery-
thing by the students, but I found my-
self very upset when the term was di-
rected towards me. My contract was
renewed for the next year but I decided
not to return. I had no control over my
situation there and the experience left
many emotional scars.”’ Gay malc
teachers seem quite vulnerable to this
kind of harassment from students. An-
other teacher, after 17 years of teach-
ing, resigned from a position in a high
school in central Massachusetts be-
cause of the hostility of the students to
what they perceived as his homosexual-
ity. He is now working in a Junior
High School, where the students are
younger and less concerned with the
issue.

The valid fears that face gay teachers
are dismissal, public scandal, and
threats of violence. Even today teach-
ers are literally run out of town in rural
New England because of rumors of
their homosexuality. Blackmail, while
a rare occurrence, still takes place. One
teacher in Connecticut is currently
being threatened with exposure by a
fellow teacher if he doesn’t pay $200 a
month. While he does not intend to
pay the blackmailer, he is under intense
pressure to resolve the situation,
perhaps by resigning from his position
as a junior high school gym teacher.

Teachers attempt to minimize their
vulnerability to accusations in what-
ever waypossible. Most teachers pre-
tend to be straight, bringing a close
woman friend to faculty parties, or
“‘switching-pronouns’’ when

discussing the latest vacation. In one .

school on the north shore a lesbian and
a gay man have convinced their stu-
dents and fellow faculty members that
they are ‘“‘involved’’. Unfortunately
this kind of deception has ramifica-
tions because it is not pleasant to lie
about one’s life. Many teachers
describe feelings of guilt accompanying
the masquerade.

Another way (cachers minimize their
fears of being ‘‘found out’’ is by care-
fully policing their actions and man-
nerisms. One gay man explained, ‘I
try to come across as a masculine
teacher, not affected in any way.” A
lesbian who teaches history in a su-
burban high school keeps her hair
long. ““If 1 wore my hair the way I'd
really like to, they’d take one look at
me and say ‘So; Ms R {5 a
dyke!” I make the sacrifice, but it sure
helps me keep my job in the long run.

It seems that the teachers who ex-
perience the least amount of gay-
baiting are the masculine men and the
feminine women. One gay man brings
his lover to faculty parties but, because
he affects a macho pose, his students
do not harass him. Another gay
teacher in the same school in western
Massachusetts is constantly mocked by
the students because he does not ap-
pear masculine. The students are
threatened by what they perceive as

panic.
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weakness or gentleness in men as much
as they are threatened-byv gayness.
Some teachers describe feelings of
paranoia, fears that are not rational, of
things that are highly unlikely to occur.
One gay teacher will not acknowledge
that his lover is a man when he is
speaking on the phone. Perhaps this
kind of fear is justified in a small town
with a local switchboard, but this
teacher lives and works in Cambridge.
A lesbian pre-school teacher will not go
to women’s bars in Boston because of
her fears of being discovered. Other
teachers describe strange habits, such
as closing the curtains before kissing,

ity 1s enougn to send a com-
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door, or

bedroom
Provincetown.
When valid fears run deep, it is easy
for a person to become paranoid and

their
visit 1o

focking
avoiding a

irrational. The pressures that gay
teachers face can easily get out of
control.

ISOLATION AND
LONELINESS

Because of the risks involved in
honest communication with other fac-

_ulty members, gay teachers often feel

alone in their schools. While one’s per-
sonal life is usually kept out of the
classroom, the faculty room is the
place wherc teachers share information
about their social lives. The faculty
room becomes the site for most of the
self-denial gay teachers experience.
One lesbian phys. ed. teacher fecls
“‘the faculty room is the place I most
like to avoid, yet I end up in there
evervday. 1 have to listen to all these
silly women discuss their boyfriends
and their new spring outfits and I have
to pretend I did nothing over the week-
end except my spring cleaning. They all
think there must be something wrong
with me since | don’t spend all my time
talking about men.”’ ;

The irony of the situation for most
gay teachers is that, while they need
more support from others because of
the fears they are cxperiencing, they
are unable to get the support because
they cannot share their recal life
situations. Gay teachers arc totally
alone — isolated from the parents, ad-
ministration, and other teachers.
Teaching becomes a difficult experi-
ence and gay teachers find themselves
moving towards a schizoid life.

The best thing that many (eachers
find in overcoming this isolation is (o
find another teacher they can (rust
enough to share their real life with.
Having one friend on the faculty scems
to make a world of difference. Having
someone in the school know that you
are a gay person scems (0 help validate
a teacher’s life experience. 1t may be
even better when gay teachers in the
same school discover each other. One
group of five gay teachers in a Boston
high school find that their daily coffee
breaks together made them feel like
other teachers in the school. They can
get together and honestly share their
lives, then return to the classroom.
Two gay men in Maine, both marriced,
mel each other at a local bar and are
now lovers. They’d taught in the same
school for over iten years without
knowing each other was gay.

Gay people working in the same
school do not always get along. Some-
times there is a strong fear that, if they
are seen together, students or adminis-
trators will conclude that they are both
gay. This is especially true for gay men
who are not interested in appcaring
‘““macho’’. Often masculin¢ gay men
avoid these teachers because of fears of
being judged as gay also. Two lesbians
who teach in the same high school do
not talk in school even though they are
friends outside of school. The pres-

sures on them are so great that they feel
they cannot take the risk.

THE GUILT OF
DECEPTION

Most lesbian and gay teachers seem
to experience some degree of guilt-be-
cause of their denial of their sexuality.
This guilt is caused by many things —
feelings of lying to gay teenagers, the
negating of a lover, the failure to be
strong enough to change careers. Every
time pronouns are switched a light
flashes out a sign reading — ‘““You’re
lying!”’ Since in this society we are
brought up to feel guilty about lying,
gay teachers experience great distress
and anxiety.

Even militant gay teachers become
overly defensive when discussing the
reasons for their deception with their
students. Often the teacher rationalizes
that ‘‘kids at this level are extremely
fragile with the subject of sex and I’'m
not sure how they would handle it.”’
Other teachers believe that one’s per-
sonal life is not the students’ business.
One tecacher described his attitude
towards his deception and then con-
cluded, ‘I like to feel that there are
certain values that I can teach my kids
without having (o outline it in clear-cut
terms for them. I feel that it’s wiifair to
try to indoctrinate kids with a partic-
ular slant on life — their options
should be open.’’ Teachers are re-
luctant to say that they don’t fecl good
about their predicament but, at
present, it’s the best they can do.

High school ‘teachers in particular
are open (o feelings of guilt because
they sometimes sce gay teenagers in a

state of confusion and feel too
threatened to help them. In this
situation their guilt comes from a

projection of their own youth — they
were once confused teens also, without
adult guidance or role models. Most
gay leachers find it too threatening to
came 1o the aid of a gay student. If the
student is ostracized by her/his pecrs
the teacher fears similar harassment. In
this way gay teachers are kept isolated
from even the students who neced them
most of all.

The gay teachers who survive the
teaching experience with the least
anxiety are those who go undetected by
their colleagues and students. These
are usually the ‘‘straight’’ appearing
teachers. Popular teachersalso escape
some of the distress. Administration is
more likely to overlook a rumor if
teacher is held in high esteem by the
students and the community. It is not

Photo by Mark Lipman

uncommon for a small town to know
that their school has a gay teacher but
it is not discussed because that teacher
is popular and, if it were discussed, a
dismissal would have to be called for.
Teachers who are not activists are
also more likely to remain in the
profession. While some urban and
private schools in New England have
become more liberal in their attitudes
towards gay teachers, no school ad-
ministrator wants to have a gay activist
publicly talking out about gay rights.
The feeling of many gay teachers is
that, even if their principal knows that
they are gay, as long as the general
community doesn’t find out, there are
not going to be any problems.
Unfortunately, conditions in New
England are not favorable enough to
allow gay teachers (o continue in their
teaching careers. As one lesbian special
education teacher stated, *‘If my sexual
relationships make other people un-

*comfortable, so uncomfortable that

I’m considered sick and not capable of
teaching, I don’t want to be in thatl
situation anymore, The discomfort
that it’s causing me on an emotional
and psy<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>