27 September 1945
Dear Ones, |

Well, last night I was lured (?) into a bridge game and we played for a few hours. We are

" going to try to get a steady and daily game organized p there are six of ug and three of us
are the stanbiese' This morning I got the detail underway at 7 and have been in the office
for the first time in a long time; as I look over the heaps of paperwork that has been pile
up because of the changes broyght about by the end of the war, I am convinced - dreadful as
the idea is = that the war ended a month too son for Sgnto; with the war on our stuff migh
have had a shipping priority to the Philippines, now it is a white elephant being kicked
around by all the commands, It ig at the point now where we can lsugh at what we are being
asked to do = the requests are simply preposterousj our section has two officers and eight
men of snom three will be goné in 18 days - that is barely enough to keep the office running
and up to date, let alone handle projects which call for closely supervised and espert
detailse

I am pretty drowsy this morning - the weather hasg ceased to be comfortable and I managed
pick up a slight sunburn yesterday even though I @id coat myself liberally with olive oil,
But to get on to your letters - I suouldn't let them pile up, but the bridge game is the
best relazation I have found in monthse (1 feel that my game is as good if not better as
that of the rcst of our group = by te is pretty poor and plays hands by the seat of his pant:
usually. You know how it is, when the game i s casual and there is a lot of conversation and
horeeplay, it loosens up and becomes less careful, but Nate, al though he won't admit it and
granted that my critici sms and post-mortems are not couched in sugar, deesn't even alert
himself to the simplest techniques of play. One example last night was flagrant; I was
behind him ag he played a no-trump hand; the dummy has four diamondsto the jack and nine.

I held the 4ce, Qeen, ten of diamonds. lie led from the board and his king went to my ace.
I of course changed the suit in my return and before diamonds were played again he had the
lead opportunity in both his hand &nd the dummy, Finally instead of leading up to the Jack
of diamonds on the board he led away from it and of course I made both my queen and ten and
set the hande Even when I tried to lay it out for him afterward he would n't agree that he
should have led up to the jack, he would not agree that by leading away from the jack-nine
he assuped his losing the ten and queen while by leading up to it he had the opportunity to
finesse the tem, or drop the queen without sacrifice or the jacks There are times when
Nate shows that he really can be tired and old - we have lstarted to call him 014 Lady but
it bounces off hime But this is not answering your letters -=-

I engpoyed your story of the Greemberg case, Daddy; I hope that all the details of the trial
work out as well as did this recent decisione That is the kind of stuff that the men at
Shul must thrive on - their likes and dislikes apparently are stronge Is Herzel still the
jani tor at Pearl Street? I never did see how he got around - my childhood impression of him
was of a very old man with a sharp tongue, I have been meaning to akk you, lhddy, what yow
experience at the Bank has besn with granting loans and benefits under the GI Billlof Right
for everything we have heard:leads us to believe that the loans are next to impoosible to
secures Even those agencies who support the Bill as the proper solcier-reward method can ¢
seem to find more than a handful of cases where loans have been granted unde® the Bill's"
provisionses As for a retarn home: I cannot put any faith on the ™midwinter" ppomise. My
first declaration still goes « I can hold out until mid-spring, the first of May.

Ano ther passing thought - time around here is like an accordions it depenés on the tune as
to whether it stretches out or is compact. We depend on our moods and our jobs - sometimes
the days fly by, at others each heur is a struggle. In locking back, sometimes it seems as.
though I have been here but a moment, at others it feels like a decade.

I see that HB's choice of a college is back on the roster; it i s an extremely important
ehotoezand it is important that she give herself the widest range of sciools to chose from,
Bach has its advantages and in any event she will make her choice wisely and welld I spoke
to Wolfe this morning and asked him what was on the docket for Saturday's orientstion; he
an swered that he was considering a half hour on the conversion of GI insurance to civilian
polidies and the second thirty minutes on the wearing of the uniformi! I hope he was



joking but I am afraid that he wasn't, I amn sure that the insurance conversion problem
cannot be handled in @ half-hour, that it is highly technical with a great many figures
and rate charts, that it will be forgotten byjthe -audience, and that it will have to be
reexplained'anyway at separation centers. (In nine cases out of ten insurance agencies
will handle the whole affati, as they always do, anyway = no thing puzzle s me more than
insurance, unless its stocks and bonds, as you kKnow: what were those forms you sent to me
and I retarned a while back, anyway?) And you can imagine what the reception to*wearing of
the uniform® would be to an audience like @mours - nope, Nate has to be jokingl . |

As I read the boro thy Ihampson columns I can't help but feel that she is missing a certain
something in her criticisns - she takes everything into the realm of her idealism and
often finds #ite objects of her investigation bad in the light of her standards. If Mrs.
Craig were not primarily a reporter, she couldn't miss being one of the top critical
columnists of this decade. Her description of her reaction to Congressional haggling in
the face of men who were wounded and crippled was powerfule. ( It seems as though I have
gone overboard for the Bannett columniste) We heard on the radio the other night that
France had swung sharply to the “eft in her national elections; I guess I'll huve to wait
for your c¢lippings to get the full story and the full significance. The elections in
Detroit seem to be rivaling the NYC contest in intensity and national interest; Detroit
is certainly the center of attention now since the strike outbreak and the crux of rrecon-
version is thiere. As the PM articles point out, it will be pretty tough to draw sure
conclusions from the election resul ts no matter who wins - the vote for Frankenstden may
not even be a true index of CIO-PAC strength in the city. The strange thing is that nei the
r candidate seems to have megh to stand on that is directly related to the problems of
betroit as a separate commnitye What I like most is the stress that is being put on
local politics - the pace of political activity is a good index as to the alertness of
our national state of mind,
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