22 September 1945

Dear Willie -

While reclining in the barber chhiyr today, I had visions of a story that msy arpear in
the San Franecisco Carordicle around 1930 sometimes

MYSTERIOUS DISCOVERY AT ESPIRIPW SANTO

Last woek, the Csptain of the S5 Sally Aun reported » stsange incident along the
deserted shore of Segond Channel on Espiritw Santo in the New Hebrides. The Captain
who was somewiat inebriated =t the time of his telk with your correspondent ex-
plained that he had come to that forssken spot(which the US Army gave up as unin-
habitable over five years ago) in search of brides for the Australian aborigines.

As he sailed up the channel searching for a likely place to land, the Skipper noted
what appeared to be a deserted pier, overgrown with jungle weeds and vines; a moment
later he noted a movement amid the leaves. As he swung the little schooner close to
the pier he found himself face to face with a man - a man who was obviously not a
native. This strange apparition stared blankly at his visitor, a can fell from his
hand. ( The can wes later identified as the container for an American relic of the
war known as "C rations.") The Captain of the Sally Ann was emazed to hear a babble
of intelligible english come from this derelict's lips -"Ordnance, ammunition,
Chemical warfare, send me the trucks, where are the ships, reports, reports, Opdnance,
ammunition..." -~ these words were repeated over and over again until this cresture v
reached a high pltch of excitement, and fell exhausted. The Captain went back through
the jungle which had crept to the high tide mark and soon discovered a path which led
him in a circle back close to the starting point; along the circle he found various
signs, "Ordnance Depot" "Chemical Depot" "Haintenance Stocks" "Salvage Yard" and
several others. Near a sign markdd"Officers' Area" he found a beaten-up, mildewed
barracks bag which seemed to be the only thing of value in this little territory;
beyond the path the jungle was impenetrable. The Captain noted that a great many boxes
and crates with the same markings as the strangerés cannister had had were lying
around but that all were empty and that a pipe which mysteriously brought water was
in the last stage of clogging and rusting into disuse. Carrying the duffel bag, he
ordered his crew to carry the man aboard and returned to this port. During the voyage
he had opportunity to observe the man but not to speak to him sinee he slept most of
the time; the only breaks in his gleep came when he awoge and mumbled his string of
words again. However he showed signs of realizing his situation since he added, "Shipped
at last - they must have finally lowered the point score to 46." The captain reports
that the man's face was covered with a heavy growth of beard and that mumeh to his
surprise after pushing away a sizable lock of halr he discovered a pair of glasses on
sleeping man. Only when the stranger was delivered to the United States hosvital on
this island was the duffel bag opened and rart of the story of the beachcomber dis-
covered. His name was bilutred tut was believed to be Nerbern Stein and apparently he
was a soldier. After three days of sleep and day of uninterrupted eating, as wekl a’
two shaves and three haricuts, the man waes able to explain. His name was Sumner
Bernstein - the error was cansed by a mistake on the Army reports for ‘Angust 1945
rather than change his reports, he decided to change his name. He had been left o
Santo with the last remanks of govermment property to await a ship; later investi
showed that he was subsequently forgotten by the Army command when 2 request cam
through for all available siippingz to carry the Geisha girls badk to Japan fror
occupied China. He was able to survive on the Quartermaster rations in his chay

but as the months and years went by he started sarrying his stocks toward the -
front; in the process he consumed them 2ll and only the chance but timely arri

the Sally Ann saved him for a certain death. His jeep and all his other suppl

long since been lost to the irrepressible Jungles. After a rest of some five

the patient was sent to local Army headquarters and his records were more. oy

straightened vp. The climex of this wierd story perhaps comes in the fact thag .



going over $his strange ease the personnel officer discovered thet Bernstein with his
46 points under the release plan of 1045-1946 becams eligible for discharge in the
soring of 1946 but thet since he had falled to sommnicate with his base command i%

- was interpreted that he desired to vemein in the service snd he was subomatically
resnlisted for B0 years in the grade of priwvate rather than the temporary rank of
iisutenznt which he held. It wes further discoversd in the musty old file which had
sontained the requaest for a ship for Bernstein that the property he wos charged with
wae valusd ot six thousand dollars whilh his scerusd pay only amounted to some fouwr
thousand dollavse Since Bernstein is now inm the local guardhouse awaiting trizl for
using govermment property for persomal reasons without getting orior sporoval of his
base command, your reporter was unsble to speak %o him for a firet hand account of hisg
problemi it is understood in some quarters that Bernstein may be relesged and returned
$o Sante to bs hsld for later trial sines no réplacement for him hag been sent to this
area and sinee he falled %o apply for either leave of rotetion to the United Statese
kocal polise who happefied %o be near the room where the investizstion of the Sepnstein
affair wan held have said that whes ke hisard the results of the investionting Loard he
Feturned %o his previous state of coma, started to babble agaim, and this time added,
"Walt untll PN heare about this.® This report is not confirmed however; neither is the
rumor thet Sernstein asked whether or not there were still four rows of strecbesar
tragks on lagket Sirsst im San FPraneiseco and thet when he was told yes, he volunbeered
fo return to Santoe As yet the Army hae issued no official sbatement, although o clesk
in the General's office was heard to remsgk that they wers walting for diposition from
higher hesdmarters and this wag intorpreted =s refering to the Santo survivur.

I may be going a 1ittle %oo far, but thot 1idtle bik pPobebly summarizes my prospects and
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i bl e Wil Wi eh Ton this: after ame to me -~ so I carbonned

I was riding zround with Don this oft : %

; : j rewrite it to

helped me laugh

of the day

» in for Moc

v % - Sl o s
to the local » went

-ComMsSe I have two corpore
Bob Rauth ( Ceorgia 4

ague ( U of Vashington '44) in general
and Ammunition -~ and boy,do I depend

that some vl
total picture

2 M o i~y % g ey o =
events.. The nresent seems

of me,

alrex ¢

@ - we

o B i 1
you 1oI Mmée

A X o o ande g e
a lot of important voi
1

oldier problem and an e
yition-constructive

2 "
icient =

forces in our

ant trans

$ o} @ 4 - 4 L ab ok T 3 Ayt a LA Ry . lgn
gt night 1 have come down to the office to write for mnany &

luxled for 9.
' ‘ All my love,

7 I o ok o & 1. PR T £
OK for now - this is the f

moon - we have a bridge game tentatively sche




