September 19th 1945
Deer Cnes, .

Things are novping along at & pretty good clivn, Last night we played bridge - I nlayed with
Fish; he has the best card sense of any man I have met in many & moon - he cen count cards
and when he plays a hand thewe seem t¢ be no slins, His bidding and his defensive play are
weak right now, though; I a sure that if he concentrated and pleyed with sharp pleyers under
good conditions he would soon be out of our class. I fell acleep after reading Verce of the
Tertle and pert of The Searching Wind from a collection of plays by Burns Mantle - another
evening gone by with no lettérs written. Tonight we heve Meet Me in St L which I have nd
sB8N, I am still honing that a new Ordnance Officer is sent up here, in the eventuslity
that Thorpe does not come back: Thorpe has 95 noints, his physical shape is only fair I guess
and he is vretty much of & hyovocondriac - odds are thot some sympathetic medic mey help him
get home. I <just don't know enough sbout Ordnence to answer the questions I aum supposed te.

Mervthing is still buzzing over the MacArthur snnouncement - we are waiting for further
State Devartment comment and for clarificetion from Tokyo. "t is unfortunate that something
so chviously encousgging to the Armed forces is equallyr obviously contrery to the brosd
outlines of our neace enforcement occunstion policy., One rub is that most of us are etill
very ind-finite &s to emactly what the sgifuation in Japen is - the Diet has met, the Tmpercr
has snoken, small grouns of criminals and susmects are rounded un, various ststements heve
bheen made - some restrictive, some feirly essy - and we still heve no ides as to how the
magses and even the lesdsrs of Jansn are taking it all. Has there heen any reaction - or is
the trensition being teken and accented without any basic dhanges of attidude toward the
divine state? This doubt ma'-es the State Devertment stznd on Machfthur' sstimate seem quite
Justified, |

Ths French elections are drswing nesar and De Gualle still seems to be balancing on the middle
line it is plain that his military background does not raise the threat of militarism in
France, but i1t does meke him shy away apparently from the Left; whether or not the electoral
ssystem France is to use ic fair I'cannet say. However there’is in every instance where the
Left is not in temvorary contrel - Greece and Frence - an insistence in reworking the revre-
‘sentative alotments; while in the Balkan countries where the Left has tsken vower, they in
their turn refused to assure a fair democratic besis in the elections until outside vressure
was enforced. The voint is not that the Left is concerned it thet those who are dut want to
get in, The case for the Left might be stronger in internationsl eyes if they were consistent.
ly democratic. Ag foy China - Chiang's promises sound very fine - I am stil1l waiting for
news of the settlement of outstanding auestions with Red China. The basie for agreement
should certainly be present now what with all the outside pressure, the Russian pact, the
Chiang nromises,

Cne of the questions in everybody's mind out here is what will hanpen'to leaves and furloughs-
the feeling is that all the »ressure on discharges will mean that men with Y tter than 2 yeari
oversess but only 60 odd noints might be stuck, Todey I heard a rumor that a new furlough
quota had come through and that will rezssure a lot of *the boys. “any of the men came overses
right after ‘nduction and may have s much as 2% yesrs ov-rseas and still only 65 points. I
think thnt 2 counle of boys in this section will be eligible - I am sure that I will not
atand in their way; the odds 2re thet even though they go home on the fnr]ough policy with the
understanding that they will retmrn they will not be sant back. Thet is only feir - thsy can
be assigned stateside while they sweat out their discharges,
{ 0 . 7

I think that the »rorosals for & publicity-informetion bureag in the United Netions Oreanize-
tion are excellent; such a buresu eould bring home to the world the details of what is going
on, could humanize the stuffy business of interns tional dipddmacy, could keen 1nt°rnationa1

affairs right u» in the limelight where they belong. It need not be a nropaganda agnrcy, but
& chenneling agency cs part of the nermanent Secretariat, In di?lom tic languege I imagine
the Tangier decision wes a strone crack et Franco - in effect heies told to gct out ‘of the
aree and leave it for eventual United N?tions settlement, His answer should be‘good.

Baldwin wrote & column zbout the National Cn 2rd officers of Goneral rank; I guess 1 have
comménted on the Guard before - basicelly it is a good democratice idea but the danger of -



nolitice where politics do not belong ie great. I guess the Army question is too well tied
up with the imnediate qupetAnn of the draft end éemobilization to exnect the long range
snswer to the nroblem of training to.be abswered now,

I didn't hear shout the "Vetsran's Party" in New York until it hed already passed from the
scene - for which I am glad. The arguments of Deutsch in PM were well put - improver use
end exnloitation of the veterans in the volitical field is npotential dynamite, Mrs Crage
s2eméd to be bursting with enthousiasm as whe plunged back into her Weshington job; I would
certeinly liw to meet .and to know her, She is sharp and venetrating without being caustigd,
she is critical withowt grinding an ax - in fact, she seems to have many of ths attributes
for the ideally falr revorter. Her basis of criticism has always struck me as fair, But
now I must turn to Pegler - there is not any need to go through his argument in defense of
Bilbo's use of "Dago." ( WP didn't mention Bilbo's equally frequent "kike" I noticed.,) And
there ic no point in commenting oh his reverse-tyve defense of Bilbo by accusing New York
moliticlans of the same tactics: bigotry, hatred, vrejudice, politics at its worst etc,
excent to say that it is representative of the Pegler type argument for defense ( he of
course is at his best (1) when he is attncking something or somebody) Any defense which
bages it sk&f on such a basls is 1ntr1nsinel?y weak,

I think PM got 8 sly vleasuve out of snnouncine the leasecdf:the Moggan Estate on Long
Icland to the Russian government for their purchasing commission. It reminfled me of the
famous New Yorker certoon shich shows an old distinguished metriarch at one end of a long
and megnificent dinner tabls saying to her hushand,"Hasn't anyone thought of converting the
Communiets to our wey of lifel" Perhaps this is indicetive of a new spirit in the Soviet -
who can tellll! i

.Ihasve a faw minutes before the movie and your letter of August 12th wq1ch took 36 deys to

get here, At that time you were sweating out the surrender acceptance, ad4V, you commented
on~the relstionshin of .the American communists ( Ducleos pressure on Browder ) to the "guiding
forcel! in Moscow - I think that I have discussed this question before. Quite clesrly the
practicel communist tends to look to Russia - it is the only nrefessed Communist experiment
currently in existence, Howevar, there is & distinction which you fail to make ~ these

men are not Russian communists; they ars “rench communists or American radicals, They are
interested in 4 communist experiment in France or America. There is nogpoint in denying that
to some of the extreme in their group this is identified with Russianism - but it need not

be the general point. What I object to is your saying "danger that lurks in the communist
ideology which seeks to stretch its tentacles beyond its own boundaries" - by your very use
of the word boundaries, Daddy, you identify communism as Ruseianism and noth ng more. Nothing
could be less true or less fair - the majority of communiste are extremely sensitive politica
theorists and thinkers - they ses themselves as believers in a valid notion of ‘economy,
nolitics, and society, not as sgents of & Russian super-state. Let communists and communiésm
be judged for its absolute and comparative value within the framswork of American reality;
and recognize that just as the Argentinian liberal, the Greek ‘atrlOt, the Irish free stater
look to -America for their models and inspirations for democracy without impugning their
nationalism or lygpdlpy, so the sincere communist looks to Russi& for practical features of
his ideology. For the purpose of the thoughtful Americen, the questiondpf communism as an
internal menace and relations with Russia are two different issues; & third disthnct question
is Communism cutside of Russig in Murope, Asia, perhaps South America - there is the obviuous
link between the three matters, yet it is no reason to confuse them ad open the wsy for the
red herrings of the red bogeyman,

I wesx encouraged by your repert on Tudor Gardimer; is Jnltp gottzng rnady to retire from the

Senmt el OK for now = .
£11 my love,
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