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Near Ones, ! |

The fest was no trouble at all - my wish was answered and it rained like all get out all
day long - in fect I got soaked going tesand from services., Last night I saw Incendiary
Blonde - pretty fair entertainment if you ignore the corany nlot. I gpent the whole dey

away from the office excant for the first hour in the afternoon when I did some checking.
In order that all the men at services could get badk to their outfits for chow - don't get
me wrong, there were only 1l of us at "Nila" and of those only 5 of us were fasting - we
held the concluding service ‘early and were done by 3 in the afternoon. Then for two hours =
I sat and talked with two Navy boys - one, Morton Smullovitz from Youngstown, ths other, 'éj
a cook named Rosenbaum from Philly, both of whom are waiting to get home after 22 months
overseas; Smully is our cantor. Of course Youngstown was our first toric of conversation
and th nn we got off onte girls - but I assure you it was entirely within the spirit of Yo
Kippur!! The gquestion was the future of Orthodoxy in tlfe home - specifically the customs of
maintaining a Kosher kitchen, and the training that the everage young Jewish girl receive
All three of us come from similer backgrounés - theirs being perhans more strict since
their varents are foreign born., We all ggreed that we would like to have a kosher home but!'
nonecof us is seriously counting on it, If the fellows I have met here on Santo are amy
fair index, I feel that the strength of Judaism as a religion lies in the Conservative .
movement - Orthodoxy has lpst its hold,; but Reform Judaism seems to have little or no hold,
at all as Judaism; reform Judaism may havn a community significance as & soccial-cultural
;group, but thet is on a local basis = the tie of the Reform Jews whom I have met seems %o
be to their congregaticn and not to their religion, We got off on various tangents as to
‘what a "good Jew" really was - and came to the sensible conclusion that 2 man is to be .
Judged by his heart and his charecter, not his sttendance - the various problems of defining
what Jewishness for the individual méans, in what ways it hes meaning, the various weys
thet it has a hold on the individuwal, and finally ( not suprpbising since it was close to
1:30 by then) we got to food and on that note we varted to sweat out the remaining hour or
80, I ended my fast exmactly 24 hours and 5 minutes after I had begun. I asgked Smullovite
to look p Herb Osgood for me - I haven't heard fwom that osrt of Youngstown for some time;
I drooped them an inoniring V-meil the other night., (I'M off to chow -~ be back later. To
tell the truth I enjoy Thorne's not being here - I heve enough to do to keep me busy and
that makes me feel good; the men are working well - the old timers have received word as

to when they will be eligihle to leave and things are looking vretty bright,)

The news today has everybody interested - MacArthur first announces that he will need not
many more than 200,000 troeps 2nd lo and behold!. the gtuqn 6°ﬂ“rtmant questions his
. estimate and its implicestions. The Army field commanders seem to be ready to get their
needs down %o a bare minimum, end thay do n»st seeam to B2 always in sgr-emgnt with the War
Department; it is clear that there must be coordinatikon between Ste ta,nnd‘War in the
‘question of occupation foces - we wkqll see what develops, K
” :

I haven't come to various clivvlngs about Wallace, his new book, snd hig newspaver articles
Deddy, but I get the imnrsesion that if some libersl, Wallace in perticular, were to come
out with 2 claarcvf definition of standards for 1abor uniong which would end the malprac-
tices of labor leaders, the dangers of wildcat strikes and ar*9900ﬂ51b19 labor uction, withe
out endangering the recognition of the basic rights of lebor unionization, you would ffgg
vourself able to swing in behind the group whose leader is still Wallece; your distaste for
the elements of the Roosevelt regime from which the current movements and situations
develoved would not deter your anproval of our current course towerd an ordered economy witl
minimum government »planning in swnort of nrivate enterprise. Certeinly there would arise
dispute as to what "minimum planning" might be - but the dispute would be within the frame-
work of the recognition that there must be some plenning for the genersl welfare and that
even minimum planning has meny remifications in terms of government agencies and administre-
tiva erganizations, For we grent thst this minimum olanning in no manner need to contrasdic-

ory to_the heste interests of democrscy, socisl welfsre, or the backbone of vrivete enter-
ﬂrisa. Iy s11 devends on that "if" of 1ehor resvonsibility _ .naq 1f my internretstion is
correct - I know you will correct me if I am wrong - I think that we have here an entirely
new hasis on which to discuss our internal nictures, For surely we must work on the whole
nrocess of planning while we asre working on thet Yif," It is my feeYing that the <current

labor nroblems ‘may see regnonsible liheral-labor lesders come out with the statements which



wyou ask for, Deddy, Foril feel that it is as necessary as you say it is, even though I may
jbe approaching the entire question of our national economy with a défferent starting point

/ from yol.

f/

I may be all wet but I can't undnrstand Wainright's being mede & 4 star general or being
given the Congressicnal Medgl of Honor - what is his special claim? In looking over the last
(bunch of clinpings I noted that Mrs Craig threw ye olde monkey wrench into Truman's smooth
nreass conference by vointing out thet the officer who. fefled to interpret the radar remort
of plenes avorosching Pearl Harbor has been promoted three times since December Tth. More

about that when I come to it - but the ides is very strong in me that the regualr Army notion

that the Army exists as a sanarste and indevmendent orgefdization must be broken down - its

obvions faults lie in seniority
corps is one thing, mutting the

(At 4230 I'1Y come back to this,

systeme and the like, the 0ld school tie noneense, Wsprit de
Sarvice shesd of service to the country is quite enother,
My opinien of Colonal Pownsll went back up a little when 1

legrned that he wants to get out of the service - I Ror‘* bave t 0 Yokl you what our younger
_egroun thinks of those who sey they will stay in.)

The meil today brought a note from Neil, = TIMW, and alebter filrom you which was over a month
01d end was inexplicable delayed, I enjrvaﬁ receivine, it though becsuse there was a pre-

surrender statement on discharge noi_cv which looks very sillv in the light of toddg's pvente,

What a difference L5 days can make!l It is my imoression that the Times pretty well has
its back zgainst the wall on the quostion of the Murray legislation.The arguments have been

rehashed over and over sgein soO
tion with the Bill's references
start chewing my nails! The NAM
leagislation. As I recall in one

mach that if I hear the word "disclaimer" again in connec-
to private entarorise I think I willlwo off inbo a corner and
seeme to be the only real stronghold sgainst the . oronosed
of your letters, Daddy, you expressed vowrQﬁlf in favor of

the current Truman legislation program ( with the lsbor "if" of course.) There is one point
in the discussion thet wWll come m» sgain and agein in discussion of techniques: how can you
tell whether smendments are of fxered in a constructive cocperetive spibit or in an atiempt
to sponsor & dBkaying, blocking, or nullifying action?? It is o question which obviously
depends on the smendment being offered, the subject legislation, and the known record of the
nerson offering it. When Vsndenberg ceme back from Sen Francisgco and of fered changes in the
seceptance of the Charter end its wording, his changes were received as constructive and

important criticism; but when Ta

ft who oppnosed Bretton Woods and who more or less symbolizes{‘

itternctionsl and national instransigence.

OK - that about covers things for tonight -

Regards to Doris




