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BOUNDARIES AND EXTENT.

‘The town of Industry in the county of Ifranklin in Maine, i3 about
nine miles in length from north to south and averages about three
miles in hreadth. The form is quite irregutar; 118 central portion
being nearly six miles wide. The town, with the additions made to
it since the fivst incorporation, contains about fwenty oue thousand
acres including water: there being a pond in the westerly part of
the town of about six hundred acres.

The town is hounded on the west by Farmington, the shire town
of the connty, and New Vinyard, on tlie east by Anson and Starks,
and on the south and south west by New Sharon. It is sitnated on
the hight of land in a large curve of the Sandy viver and between
that river and the Kennebee with generally a seuthern and westerly
aspect, The streams rising in the fown run various courses; one
runs south westerly and enters  Sandy river in the upper part of
Farmington ; one from the pond at Allen’s mills ruus a sontherly
course and enters Sandy river near the centre of New Sharon ; one
considerable stream which passes throngh the village at. West’s mills
and unites with a branch below, rans a sontheasterly conrse hy Saw-
yer’s mills to Sandy viver at the easterly part of Starks. “Bannock
HilP” is a noted promontory in the sontherly part of the town, so
named by a surveying party under Hon. Judge North formerly, of
Avigusta, who encamped on the north side of the hill in 1780 and
baked there a hannock for their breakfast : Ou arviving at. the pond
théy watered their pack horses and proposed 1lie name of horse-pond,
but put a prefix to it and called it “Bull [Torse Pond.” a snbsequent
surveyor called it “Clear Water Pond.

Jndge North by his survey made the soutli-west. covner of what
was called the Plymonth Patent on a small heach tree (at the nonth
west corner of IFarmington) marked “K. 15 m” to denote that it
was fifteen miles from the Keunebee river. Nine years afterwards af-
ter the close of the war by a diffcrent construelion of the graut of
the Plymonth Patent and by agreement. with authoritics of Massa-
chusetts, Samnel T'itcomb a noted surveyor made the north-west cor-
ner, eighty rods rasr of the novih-cast corner of Farmingaton and the
boundary of the Plymouth Patent was thus established near the wes-
terly side of the pond now called Clear Water Pond.
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The town was incorporated on the 20th of June 1803, and con-
tained bt about thivteen thousand acres, consisting of what wag .
ealled the remnant of tlie Plymonth Patent west of Starks, not exceed.
ing nine thonsand acres and the tract ealled the mile and g hall strip
o Lowell's tract about four thousand aeres.  Additions were made
from tine to time from all 1lie adjoining towns; Ifirst from New
Sharon-in 1813, by one large lot from the north corner of that town
including the village at Allen’s mills and part of the poud; then in
1815, that pagg of New Vinyard ealled the gore, near two t]mus-
andaeres.  1n 1822, one lot containing about four hundred acres
was taken from Starks ; in 1828 two lots were taken from Anson
containing three hnndred and twenty acres: In 1844 seven thous.
and aeves were sot off from Now Vinyard and annexed to this fown,
The tide then turned and in 1850 three farms on the west part of the
gove were set off and annexed to Farmington : and in 1852 ahonyg
fifteen hundred aeres were set off from the south point of the town
and annexed to New Sharon.

Thus eight seperate acts of the Legislature have heen passed to fix
the boundaries of the town asin 1868, '

LAND-TITLES.

The title to (he soil and free Liold of that part ealled the Plymouth
Patent, was derived oviginally from a grant made hy King James in
1629 to William Beadford and others of the Plymonth  Couneil in
England.  "The original grant is refered fo as follows, to wit;  »

To all to whom these presents shall come, GrerriNa.” “Where-
as his late Majesty King James the first, for the adyancement of a
a Colony and Plantation in New England in Ameriea by his High-
ness \ TLetters Patent vunder the great seal of Eugland, heaviug date
at Westminnister, the thivd day of November in {lie cighteenth yeqr
of his Highness’ reign of England &e., did graut unto the vight ITon-
orable Lodowicl, late Tiord Dike of Lenox, George, Tate Marquis of
Buckingham, James, Mavquis of Hamilton. Lhomas, Tavl of Apundle,
Tiobert, Bavl of Warwicl, Siv, Ferdinando (fearges Vint. and divers
others whose names arve expressed in fhe said letfers pitent and
their successors, that they should be one body politic and  corporate,
perpetually, consisting of forty persons, that they should have per-
petual succession and one common seal fo serve for (he said body ;
and that they and theiv successors should be incorporated, ealled and

‘known'by the name of the Couneil estallished af Plymouth in the
county of Devon, for the planting, ruling, ordering and governing
New England in' America.  Aud farther did also, grant unto the
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said President and Couneil, and their successors forever, uuder the
1'cs(v'frgllious in the suid Letters Patent expressed ; all that part and
l)ollin;‘ru('llm gaid country called New England in America, situate,
lying and being in breadth from from forty degroes of northerly lati-
tude from the equinoctial line fo forty ecight degrees of the said
tortherly latitude inclusively, aud in length of and i all the breadth
aforesaid, throughout the Main lauds from sca to sea, together, also .
with all the firm lands, soils, grounds, crecks, julets, havens, ports,
seus, rivers, islands, watevs, fishings, mines, mioerals. precions
stotes, quarries, and all and singular the commodities and jurisdic-
tions, both within the said tract ot land lyiug uponrthc main, as also
within the said Islands adjoining,

To have, hold, possess and eujoy the same unto  the said Couneiy
and their succossors and ussigns forever, &e: That said Counil of
Plymouth conveyed u tract of (erritory fiftoen miles wide on each
side of Kenueboe viver (being part of theiv grant) to Autipus: Boyds
Thomas Brattle, Edward Tyng, and Johu Winslow in 1461 our
undeed pounds (aboat four cends and three mills an acre) who form®
ed a company by the name of &> 2%he Proprictors of the Kennebec Pur
chase from the late Colony of New Plymouth s and this  compauy took
possession of territory on the Kenncbee thivty miles square excrcised
acts of ownership over large portious ol it j gave away some portion
(o scttlers to encourage seltlements and conveyed away portions to
individual members of the company and to settlers from time to time
obtained a wrant ' from Massuchusetts of w strip one mile and a
half wide along their novthern bowndary (hirty miles long, equal to
onte and one quarter ol a towuship and of one township called Plym-
outl six miles square, north of Moose 1lead Lake to compensate
tlhiem far Iauds given to settlers.  In the winter of 1816 they adver-
tised and sold the remuants of their lands at public auction in Bos-
{on and voted to dissolve their company.  ‘Lhe settlers on the Patent
in Industyy in various ways acquived their title from the last named
Proprictors all being compelled to pay a high price. ‘

"That part of the sirip, so-called, whicl is within the limits of this
(own, on & partition ordered by the 5. J. Court, fell to Francis Cs
Lowell, one of the Proprictors; and all the settlers on - this portion
of tho town derived their title trom My, Lowell, who traced his title
to the graut from Massachusetts, -

Persous who had no property were induced to settle on the Patent,
for the reasou that b agent of  the Proprictors attempted to pre-
vent thent and beeause at the time ot the first sottlement i this
town the title of the proprictors had not been fully cstablished and
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many thought they might gaiu a, title by possession.  The title to
the strip was cousideved good and Capt.. Peter West in 1803, an
eavly settler, obtained from Mr. Lowell a deod of his mill lot by
purchase; being the first settlor in Tndustry who obtained a title (o
thedand.  The settlors on the strip thenwmade an effort o purchase
alk M. Lowell’s vight, chose a committee of threo, Capt. West, Dan-
1ol ' Luce and Sprowell Novtou, who conteacted with My, Lowell {or
the whole of his tract at $1,57 1-2 per acre. Capt, West lind puid
or contracted to pay w dollar an acre for the mill lot 200 acreg,
The committee expected o obtain 81,60 per acreof the sottlers fop
selected lots which they imagined would pay for the whole tract, so
that they would get the poor lots for uothing or ay a- compensation
lor-their seryices. They were disappointed in theiv expectations,—
It was ot in the power of one of tho settlers to vaise the motey
wlieni it became die'to My. Lowall + but by (lie aid of some fviend,
and' the forbenrance of My, Lowells fourorfive obtained deeds of o
lot o half w lot ; independont, of the contruot with the committeo,
After in yain attempting to euforee the coutract aguinst Ahe commil-
tee, My, Lowell obtained what e could, and thenlet them off and
sold for the most he could aet: from seventy five cents to w dollar aud
filty cents, and in the course of twenty years his title was extinguisl-
ed. Insomo cases with cost to himselfas well s cost to the settlers,
Cupt. West was worth more tha any other settler in town when he
undertook the agency on the committee, and instead of wmaking mon-
ey by the purchase lie was driven into the verge of baukvuptey, My.
Lnee was in moderate civeumstances, By the assistunce of a broth.-
erhe obtained'a decd of his lot wud Mr. Norton was o young anan

without property andto dyoid trouble and costy left the country,

PLYMOUTH PATENT OPPOSITION;

Much opposition was mude in different plages within the limits of
the Plymouth Patent in several towns to what was considered the
unjust or exorbitant demands of the Proprictors. "The sottlers iy
some places disputed the right of the proprietors.  Tu some cnses
the Proprietors olpimed not only the vight te the soil but also, eliin-
ed a right to the buildings thereon and improvements of the  set(lojs,

Altereations and lnwsnits svere common among the older setfloprs
in Kennebee and Lincolu counties. Many settlers had served (hojy
country faithfully in the war of the Revolution and were tinned  off
without compensation and from necessity took possession of wild
land whevever they could find a lot unoccupied and in a stute of pa-
ture ; as they were permitted and inyited to do, onland of the Stato,
some of the Proprietors of the Plymouth cluim were Englishmen,
and sonie were fories who fled from the country duving the war, aud
in & moral and equitable sense had forfeited heir estates: gud
although the 8. J. Court had inclined to establisly their title;  (he
decisions andjudgment of the Court woye submitted o with reluet-
apce.  They produced much excitement and somo outrages. ‘These
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proceedings at length became so gencral that the Legislature deem-
cd it prudent to interfere and passed o Resolve aunthorizing the ap-
pointment ot Commissioners for quicting cach settler on lands of
the Proprictors of the Kennebee Purchase in his possession aud title
to oue hundred acres laid out 50 as (o be least injurious to adjoining
lands and so as to include his improvements at such prices as they
ghould (‘)‘?f‘p& L2 s

COMMISSIONERS.
Ilou. Pelex Cotlin, State Treasurer - (a decendant of Sir Thomas
Coflin, the original Proprietor of the Island of Nantucket, whose de-

N
-

cendants dowu to the time of the Revolution exacted quit rents of all
ptirchasers of veal estate out of the tamily line ;. of o hundred pounds
of beef o pork or other equivelent aunually witle high aristaocratie
notions) was appointed chairman.  Ilon. Llijah Bridghium, a Justice
ot the C. €. Pleas aud Col. Thomas Dwight of Northampton associ-
ates, all being of the old school punlmm of strict unbending integri-
ty, of the patrician grade, wilth mfeuﬂl)lu opinions us to the rights:
of free holders ; \\'ith no sympathy for trespassers ov squalters as the
settlers were called.

The sclection of these Commissioners was  very uufortunate for
the settlers.  They had no personal knowledge of the soil they were
to appraise, and had no cowception of the hardships aad privation of
the settlers by whose hard labor not oyly the lands they occupied, but
sll in the vicinity had been made available and aceessible. by im-
provements and roads ; nov of the impossibility of raising jmoncey
trom the produce of the soil or  from their labor to  pay the price
demanded by the Proprictors.

.They were required to repair (o Maine and examine the territory,
hear the partics and to state the terms and price to be paid by cach
settler who had been in possession of  the land during oue year or
more.

The Commisgioners came to Augzusta’in October 1802, and with-
out seeing a single lot to be by them appraised, as appraiscrs on ex-
ceution ave required to do; —they gave notice to all persons inter-
ested to mect them at that place to submit theinr cases to he heard,
But a very few in this town could procure funds to defray the cx-
pense of a journey to Augusta, and twenly settlers weve able to rnise
tunds in money and grain to pay an agent’s expenses Lo go for them,
and Capt. William Allen went as their agent.  Oune settler lianded
Lint one silver dollar which was all the money he got from them to
defray expenses.  Ile submitted their cases in due form. ~ As some
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question was raised about my vight to be hieard, T attended personal_
ly. found a large crowd about the door at Thomas’ Tavern at Au-
gusta, and after waiting some time T was adinitted without the aid
of eounsel or witness, T was met by, C. Vauglan, Esq., the Agent of
the Proprictors (who was assisted by Hon. James Bridge, an eminent
Counsellor, and Ruel Willians, a young lawyer, with witnesses (o
testify for the Proprictors) with an objection ag to my age and hav-
ing no family. I satisfied thom that T was of age; they still objeet-
A that I had not been in possession ‘and of age one year at the time
of the passage of the Resolve ‘in ‘the cuse; and after consuming
about all the time that could be allowed to wny one, which was lim-

Hed o halt Wi hour, the  Commissioners decided 1o take cornizance
o

ofmy ease o and I rotived rolying on the honor of the Commissiondrs
to do e justice, nrging them to ‘aflix no higher price than was paid
for lands in the udjoining towns purehased of the Stuto i at from fif-
ty conts to v dollar: where the land was of & Botfor quality thuu
mine. - In Farmington a mueh bettor town, the State aflixed the
price at five dollars for one hundred acres to the fivst twvernty settlors :
I was one of the first twenty on this tract,
We were groviously disappointed . with the appraisal, which was
“from one Tundred and twenty five dollars to two hundred and {wen.
ty five for a'hundred acros und that with  back interest and to' Le
paid in Boston in a limited thm® with interest: and then the agent
demanded two dollars more for oach deed and payment in specie or
Boston bills. ' _

The Commissioners made their appraisal from the appearance of
alew fertile spots or wardens on the “beautiful Kenuebee,” and
were faving sumptuously at Thomas' well furnished table They
were notaware of the stubborn nature of the soil jn Industry nor of
the abselute poverty of the settlers who often had to Tive on bread
alone for duys, and sometimes (o make a dinner of herbs ; I was per-
mitted to see roust beefon their table at Thomas' but was not able
to pay for a dinucr with them and made my dinner on havd biseuiy
procured at a store for oNE cexT.

Thirty-one sull"lars submitted their claims to (he Connmissioners,
all were greatly t.limq';puintml with the appraisal and only eleven of
this number by the aid of friouds were able to make payment ageord-
ing to the appraisal and not more than six from their own PCSOULCeS,
Some of these had to sell overy animal of stock they had to. do it,—
Ten others prevailed on friends to adyance the money for them aud
take the deeds for their seeurity and to give them time to purchase
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of them or vedeem their mortgages : The other ten abandened their
possessions and lefldhe town.  An age alapsed before the title of the
Proprictors or noraptoprictors was -extinguished.

Appraisals if nhale by a-Jury Gventy yeas alterwards woull not
have exceeded one dollar and Lwenty-five conts an acre on au  aver-
age. My lob cost e two Tiundred aud seven dollars and forty-two
cents in 1804, this sum with amual inferest would amount to more
than four times the wmount if appraised by a Jury in 1822, I was
able by selling my oxon and all my grain and by appropristing my
wages for teaching seliool; fo raise the necessary sum withiu ten dol-
lavs and Elijal Faivbanks of Winthrop yoluntarily lent me that swum
to completo the puyment. I then took took wreceipt ol the Treasur-
er aud demanded my deed but: it was refuged for some time fill T
paid the two dollars required by the ageut und took w deed without
warranty. But to give eredit Lo the Agent, (. Vaoughon, 19sq., he
afterwards put profitable business into my hunds, aud througl his
ageney I niade . purchsue of a large. tract from which I reslized

_ sovoral thousand dollavs, net profit in 1841 to 1851,

When the Proprictors of the Kenucehee Purchase sold the remuants
of thieir Jand in Industry at auction, in 1816, some lots were struck
nfl as low as fitteen cenls an acre.

NEW VINEYARD, ANSON AND NEW SHARON,

The title to those parts ol these towns which have been annexed to
Iudur‘;‘try was derived from Massachusells at a price varying from
twenty five to seventy five conts an acre. "The seltlers on these {racts
almost uniformly purchased their lauds before removing Lo them ;
generally being able to pay for their Jand and have gome spare fuuds
to pay for stock and to begin life on thehmew farms.

THE VINEYARD GORE LINES.

"The tract called the goré was' putchased of the land agent of
Massachusetts in 1709 by Jonathan Kuowlton, Ehenezer Norton Esq.
of Farmington ; Corflilius Norton of Martha’s Vineyard, ench taking
one quarter and by Abuer Nottoir and Daniel Colling, one cighth
cach ; During the winter following the purties procured a surveyor
and procecded to divide. They found it to he 360 rods in length and
480 vods wide, they exploved it and run u line aeross from- North to
South, dividing into two equal parts and then, althougl the land on
the southerly side was no better (han that o the novtherly side, ag
the south side was nearest to the set(lenent ab Sandy river, they all
agreed to make the north sectious larger than tlic others and that the
dividing line should be run cast and west from wheach tree two rods
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south of the center.  Tsq. Kben Norton making and urging the
proporsition and all on the gpot agreed to dvaw lots for cach quarter,
Mr. Knowlton and €\, Nortou, drew the two novth seetions, 19, Nor-
ton the 5. W. section and Collins and A. Nortou, the south cast
secbion, all were satisficd but the one who designated the starting
point who complained that Krowlton and C. Norton, had (ot too much
their lots being four rods wider than the other two, that he, did not
inteud that their should be but two rods difference, hut as all (he
others were satisfied the division wus contirmed.  Iowever to pac-
ity the complaivaut, they relinquished (o him thejr right to pur-
chases a fragment of good land adjoining the pond.

Mr. Knowlion stopped with us over vight the next winter and
amused us with his account of the purchase and division of 1lie gore,
spotted lines and explorations and mode of procecding, reasons &e.
We cnquired of him why he called a square tract of land a gorc? as
we all had an impression that a gore was quite a differcnt ligure
from asquare. “Ol, he said, we always call any remnant of land be-
tweeu bwo towns « yore, without regard to the shape.” e remark-
ed thatin exploring a new route through the woods, the practice was
always to go aloug the ridges of the hills as much as possible where
the passage was not so much obstructed with under brush and fallen
trees, as in the valleys,  That the first route of o road from Winthrop
to the Sandy viver, passed over the highest hills between the two
places in a crocked divection from one hill to another, that the route
from the river near Iisq, Beleler’s to the gore in like manner was
made by a spotted line from the top of the hill at the back one of the
of the river lots along the highest ridge to the center of ‘{he gore
where the road was bushed out and traveled (till Fm‘miugton wag
incorpumted.) There was then no scttlement on that route. « dis-
tance of more thaw six miles.

FIRST SETTLERS,

The first settlement within the limits of what is now the town of
Industry, was made on the gore. by Abner Norton and Daniel Col-
lins, iu Dee. 1791, The path from the river settlement was bushed
out so that they could pass with a horse sled betore the snow became
deep 5 and then, they went with snow shoes aud carried their corn Lo
mill on haud sleds. '

Iu the fall of 1792 my father settled within two miles of them on a
route from. the river to the westerly part of the Gore which was hush-
ed out with a branch route to Colling’.  Mr. Collins frequeuntly called
ou us as he passed.  1le was a good talker and amused the Loys with

v
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an account of Lis zldvculurc:s by sea aud fand, as well as in the woods,
making sugar, &c. ¢ and Mr. Norton were sucecssful farmers and
both ]lad large f; lllllllL.% mos[ly davghters who intermarried in - this
and otlier towns and their descendants form a v cry respeetable por-
tion of the commuuity. DMr. Norton had but two sous.  The oldest
became quite wealthy, and died in Farmington, respected for industry
and integrity.  One of Mr. Colling’ sons, and also a son-in-law, be-
came Methodists preachers and moved away. The pavents of hotl
familics and most of their clildren were consistent churel, members.
These parents were treated kindly by their childven in their deelining
years and all lived to a good old uge.

Cornelius Norton, Jr. commenced chi\riug land ou the gere soon alter
Mr. Collins came, bub being o single man, he did not make the place
his home till the sumwmer of' 1794, when he married Margaret Beleher,
duughter of 8. Belcher, lisq., and commicnced house Keeping in his log
house. Iis father, Deacon Cornelins Norlon, woved his funily into a
log house on the gore about the same time. " e was Deacon of & Bap-
tist church and a nmmstratg sustained @ good reputation s a peaceable,
prudent mwan, had pd\sud the meridian ot lite and from the infirmitics of
age was not ablc to do much work. ITe was exemplary and useful in
sustaining religion, lived to old age, heloved and respected.

His son €. Norton, Jr. Lsq., scttled first on the novth part of the lot
a younger brother Bhenezer lived with his father about cight years then
exchanged his situation, and Cornclius took the home place and had the
care of his fauther’s business in old age ; he hecame an active member of
society, an intelligent, judicious magistrate-and town officer, o worthy
member of the (,ouorrcgatwna,l Church, and died at the age of seventy-
six yoars, transmitting his estate and reput: wtion to his Chlldl cn.  His
son, Clifford B. Norton inherits the homestead and has succeeded to the
good nume, fame and reputation of his futhor as a town officer und nag-
igtrate. He is also County Commissioner,

Iihenezer Nortou was o pious, good man, a member of thé Baptist
Church, respected for industry, integrity and cheistian chavacter,  He
died of the cold fever in 1814. The six daughters of Peacon Norton
were estecmed among the toremost of the place.  The oldest married at
Foluies Hole. The others married in Farmington, and adjoining town:
and all sctbled respectably.

John and Ebenczer Oukus, stepsons of My. Kuowlton, comincuced on
hig quarter of the gore in 1792, huilt a convenicnt lon housc and spent
the winter there mnrvl(, me.

Tristram Daggett, who had been a Revolutionary ;olrhu under Wagsh-
inuton, gudmed muuh saffering and received an houomble discharge us
follows, viz :
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“By his Bxcellency Geowge Washington, Es(., General and Commander-
in-Chiof of the forces of the United States of America,

“Theso cerlify that the bearer heveof, Tristram Daggett, soldicr in
“the Seventh Massachusetts Rogiment, having Iithfully served the
“United States and being enlisted for the war only ishoreby discharged
“from the American Army.

*Wiven at Head Quartors the cighth day of Juue, 1783,
G. WASHINGTON.

“By his Excellency’s command : —J. Tnvssory, Jg,

“Registered in the Books of the Regt,

“The above Tristram Daggett, Soldier, has beon honored with a badge
“of merit for five years fuithful service. J. BROOKS,

Lt. Col. Communding 7th Mags, Reg.”

This document he bequeathed to me and is now in a frame s a pics
ture in my possession. '

Mr. Daggett was one of the original purchasers of the. township of
New Vineyard, purohased by subscribers for single lots and drew his
hundyed ncres in the first range adjoining the Lowell strip cast of the New
Vineyard mountains, and was the fivst to commenve operations for a
settlement in that (uartor of the township. In June 1791 he procured
& back load of provisions at the settlement at the river, now Farming-
ton, and went to the gore by the path and there got My, Collinsto pilot
him up the mountain a mile to the town line Which had then heen newly
run and plainly marked by spotted trees with the corners of the lots
marked and numbered on the line,  Thence he proceeded “ufoot and
alone™ with his pack on his buck and hisaxe in his hand noticing the
numbers of the lots from No. 13 to his lot No. 6, the corner of which
he found in o swamp, but on following the check line a short distande
he came to good land, made o temporary camip near u good pring of
pure water which issued from the mountain, covered his small camp
with sprace bark, prepared a hed on the ground with a cout of hemlogk
boughs with gmall twigs in the room of fenthers, so that he could eraw!
into his eamp to sleep and be protected feom the rain,  He commuoneod
cutting down the trees in order to makea farm, uud soon midean open-
ing of five or six acrvz.  He often snid he never enjoyed himself hettor
in his life than while thus employed ; that he slept move comfortably in
his rude camp than others could in beds: of down who lived in idloncss,
and quenched his thirst from the spring with a better relish than any
epicure ever enjoyed over the choicest wine.  Noue but those who have
endured fatigne and thirst in the woods can form an idea of the delicious
treat thut o spring of clear water in such places affords. No water in
open fields where the sun shings upon it bears any comparison to that_
found in the woods in a spring issuing from n hill. ~ Mr. Daggott built
him & log house and moved into it the next year, where he lived three
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years and then sold his new farm to Charles Tauce and moved to the
head of the pond on the Lowell strip now Industry.

Charles Tmce, Levi Butler, Asa Merry, Tenry Norton and several
others commenced settlements in New Vineyard near Mr. Daggett’s the
same year that he did, and Herbert Boardman, enry Butler and song,
Joseph Smith and sons, Nathan Daggett, Samuel Daggett, Benjamin
Benson and others, the following year.

They cleared a path in which they could pass with a horse sled from
Henry Norton’s by Charles Tince’s to David Merry’s and thence through
the notch of the mountains to Daniel Luce’s (afterwards called the Flint
place) and to the settlements on the Gore. This was all the road they
had for three years to get out to the older settlements. In 1792 a
path was made from the centre of the Gore along the top of the ridge
or easterly of it by what iy now the Titcomb place to the river and in’
1792 another branch was made through the westerly part of the Gore
along by the Allen place and mtorsected the other at the Titcomb place
then owned by Peter Nouton, Sen. By these routes all the back set-
tlers went to mill during several years, and many had to earry their
grists on their ghoilders in summer and on hand sled in the winter.

The business of going to mill in this way, ten or twelve miles, was one
of the hardest of the tasks of new settlers, T know by experience, When
a boy of fourtecen T often went to Starling’s mill five miles, and once' to
Wilton, ten miles, with a half bushel of corn on my shoulder.

Tristram Daggett often passed our camp in 1792-3 with a bush-

el on hig shoulder, or two bushels on a hand sled, a common load ;

* Simpson White was noted for carrying the largest loads, and I often saw

him with a hushel and a half on his back, which he earried fiftecn miles
to mill.

Mr. Daggett, with his hand sled, was on one oceasion overtaken by a
boy on herseback who lived with us coming from mill, and prevailed on
the boy to let the horse drag his sled, procured a long wythe, fagtened
one end to the sled and tied the other end to the horse’s tail, took hig
cane to steer with and hold back going down hill, mounted hig sled and
was dragged several milki«! The owner of the horie scolded them for
abusing thc horse. Mr. Dagpett bemﬂ a sailor as well as soldier, made
his excuse that he was tired and out of wind, and thought the horse who
had hetter wind ‘‘could take him in tow as well as not.”  “That he did
not mean to abuse the horse.” He wéllan honest well meaning man
worked hard as long as he was able to work, made a good farm b) the
pond, Whth he sold to David liuce, Sen., settled on a lot near by and
then on a small lot near West’s Ml“ He was severely afflicted with
sickness in his family many years. His wife was always feeble. She
and two of his children after long sickuness, died. He was so tortunate ag
to be placed on the pension list under the Act of 1318 then under Act
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of 1828, and at: last nnder the Act of 1832, which last he received a8
long us long as ho lived, Hemaried the widow of “Sprowell Norton,
and in his old age moved fo the town of Parvkman, where he died. aged
nearly ninety years, M, Daggett's cnse is stated in detail as a speci-
men of the hardships of carly zettlers.

In 1794, Ansel Novton purchased the farm of Jolin Oakes wnd lived
on it till he died in 1810.

101795 David Davis hecamo a permanent settler on the west part of
the Gore.  He sustained o good reputation and was possessed of u good
property,  Ilis fumily were much respected as pood citizens.

In 1792 Daniel Lace, a peaceable, well disposed man, settled in New
Vineyard on a lot adjoining the Gore and in 1796 he and his son-in-lay
Benjamin Cottle, removed to the Lowell strip. ITe ywas a pions man as
well as his. Jage family, and all united with the different churehes in
the place.  Thrce or four Joined - the: Congregational Chureh, Deacon
Cottley o sonsinalaw and his wile, and Rowland Luce, son  of Daniel,
were Baptists and one or tyo daughters were Mothodists.

A new road heing cut-out from Daniel Colling' to Herbert Bonrdman's
Mr. B. moved hig family Prom the river settloment in Doe, 1795 with
his furniture on an ox sled, being the fivst ox toam that passed over this
roud to the noyth of Mi. Colling, I, in company with w brother, on
our way to James Mantor's, who lived a mile oy more beyond M.
Boardman’s place, with a package for the velief of Mx. Mantor, who
and one of his daughters were dangerously sick, on the route overtook
Lisq. Boardman with his feam moving at a slow pace, the snowy being a
foot deep with no track and the rond extremely rough. We followed .
along with him that we might have the benefit of the track, In passing
the steep side Iill, a wing of the mountain south of Butler’s Corner, the
vigging by which the Joad was secured gave way and let off part of it,
and two or three bavrels went heunding down the hill among the bushes,
Iisq. B. in his excitoment exclaimed, “There they go, Tsnac and Josh !
Popsey Tarvey ! mieh to onr amusement.  After some delay, he re-
covered his stray harvels, veadjusted his load with our assistance, and
nenr night avrived at his log honse,  From' that place wo found the
track broken out, and hefare davk arrived at Mr, Mantor’s and found
Ity in the last stages of the disease which terminated his life in a foy
days.  His danghtor Polly died also soon after, He expressed lis
gratitude for the kindnoss of his friends and thanked us for bringing him
alittle wine and a few articlos that conld not he obtained in the neigh-
horhood. - We stayed theve thut night and veturned the next day.

o vemunerate my fither for some of the articles which he had pro-
cwved of Oapt. West who then lived on the Rolfs place i Farmington,
M. Mantor's eldest son. Benjamin Mantor, agsisted my father in ‘out-
ting down two acres of trees for Capt. West, onthe mill lot the noxt
year, 1796, 4
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Mz, Boardman was the son of the Rev, Andrew Boardman of Chil-
mark, Martha’s Vineyard, was a blacksmith, by trade, and during the
latter part of his life was a worthy magistrate, a suceessful favmer and
w good citizen, He married a daughter of Dayid Merry of" the Vine-
yard who was esteemed as one of the hest of housewives, industrions, in-
telligent and pious. No one in town was more respected as long as she
lived, and her memory is held in kind remembrance, They were worthy
members of the Methodist Church, Their house which was well fiimish-
ed was burnt near the elose of their lives with all its contents. They
had thice sons, the oldest died at the age of twenty-one, unmanvied,
the second son married Mrs, Hobbs and died young, leaving two child-
ren, his widow afterwards married James Davis, now of Stavks.  Both
these sons were csteemed as very prom ising young men, A third son iy,
living in Pavmington, an enterprising and prosperous trader,  They had
one daughter, Catherine, who married Richard Passott.

In'1798 Capt. Peter West built o house on the mill lot and moved
his family into it. He wasan eccentric man, posscssed  of more thun
common intellect, a ‘earpenter by trade, married a daughter of Hon.
Shubael Cottle, a worthy woman of Tishury, Martha’s Vineyard, He
came from the Vineyard to Sandy river in 1701, settled fivst on the
Wobey place which he s0ld und moved on to the Rolfe farm now Parker's
and in 1796 moved t6 Hallowell, where he built @ small vessel which
he named Bonapaxte, in honor of Napoleon, and thence moved to In-
dustry, where he huilt mills, ever since called West's Mills. e was
& passionate restless man and when excited seemed almost insane,  Tywo
of hig children, John and Hannah were decidedly insane, also a grand
danghter. e had three other sons who were respectable members of
society,  Two of them, Shubael and William settled at Hallowell.—
Hig youngest son, Peter, inherited the homestead and owned the mills
and was a suceessful trader many years, was killed by a fll from his
wagon, = Capt. West had four other daughters, one married Taracl But-
ler, one Benjamin Mantor, one Abraham 1. Willis and one Henry
Mantor, all were esteemed for their good qualities as was also the wife
of Peter, who was a sister to Iseel Butler, and raised up large families
esteemed for theiv intelligence and tfalents, The grand sons of Capt,
West have always been among the most active husiness members of the
colimunity. One grandson has been County Commissioner and County
Treasurer.  One has been Town Clerk twenty-six yearsin succession.—
Others in different vespectable fown offices, Representatives and other
places of honor and frust,

Capt. Wesl, among other foibles, believed in witcheraft. When he
built his saw mill there was some defect in the machinery and the saw did
nnt run true, - He thought the mill saw bewitcehied, and told me he had no
doubtof it. *Buthesaid he drovethe old hag off by threntening hev with
w hovse shoe,” and marked with chalk the form of n horse shoe on the
gate of the saw.
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He wag continually on the move and failed to
acquire a large cstate; but was reputed to be
worth more than any othel man in town when
he settled there in 1798, being called worth
eight hundred dollars, but lost all by a m]ndlc-
lous contract for wild land made with Franeis
C. Lowell, and in his last days was reduced to
the verge of bankruptey. Ile received a small
pension which helped to support him in his last
years. His wife wasg a worthy woman, a dangh-
ter of Judge Cottle of Tisbury.

In 1795 Samuel Crompton an Englishman,

settled on the lot adjoining New Sharon, Thomas
Johnson and sons and Zoe Withee near Wlthee S
Corner, 1796 Natha/l Willard and sons at Thomp-
son’s Corner, and Joseph Badger also setfled
near Starks line, and Archelaug Luce on the
north side of Bannock Hill. In 1798 he sold to
Jonathan Knowlton, Jr. and settled on the Davis
lot. In the fall of 1796, Capt. William Allen
took possession of three lot.s near the outlet of
the pond, and I cut down the first free on what
is called Allen’s hill, in Oct. of that year. The
next year we cut elohf acres, built a log house .
and on the last, day ol April, 1798 moved into it
from Farmington, where we lived nearly six
years. There was then no house or cleari ing
within two miles in any direction and no rogd
for that distance. Jonathan Bunker from Nan-
tucket, a rope maker, moved in on the road east
of Bannock Hillin 1797 where he lived fifteen
years and then removed to the far west. He
was a. member of the Congregational Church
and a good citizen.  Capt. JohnThompson mov-
ed from Vienna the same year, and in 1798
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James Thompson from Norridgewock, both formerly from New
Hampshire, William TLadd and John Stevens from Mount Vernon,
James Tveleth ‘from Wiscasset, James Winslow a carpenter and
Alvin Hawes from Farmington, Atking Ellis from Harwick and Ben-
jamin Burgess from Martha’s Vineyard in 1799. In 1800 Joseph,
Ephraim and Sanmuel Moody and John Goodrich from Shapleigh,
John Marshall & Sons., from Lewiston, and David Maxwell and
Benjamin Jewett from Wells.  James Winglow from Farmingtou,

wag a good citizen, and was worth about $600 when he came here
in 1799.

The first settlers in Industry on the patent were Jogeph Taylor and
Peter Witham in 1792, on that part set off to New Sharon, also a-
bout the same  time Nathanicl Chapman who was a Revolationary
soldier, who removed to Kingfield where he was placed on  the pen.
sion list and died. The ten last named were all very poor; Mr.
Marshall was a carpenter and had four sous the most of whom ac.
quired a good standing in society ; one was a Colonel of & regiment,
and one, namely Alfred, became a Brigadier General and was Rep-
resentative in Congress and held other oflices of Lionor andtrust, they
all left the place after a few years.

ORGANIZATION OF A MILITARY COMPANY,

In the winter of 1799, the number of familics in the settlements
which now compoged a part of the towng of Indunstry the whole of
Mercer and part of Smithfield, a tract of territory near twenty miles
in extent, was about forty. Representation was made to head-quar-
ters by ardent patriots of adjoining towns, and military officers who
wished to extend their jurisdiction, and some of onr settlers devoted
to rum and idleness, that the number on these plantations was suf-
ficient to form a company in the militia ; and therenpon orders were
igsued for a choice of officers and John Thompson was chosen Cap-
tain, Ambrose Arnold of the river settlement, Licutenant, and Jabez
Norton, Jr., Ensign. At a meeting for the choice of these officerss
my father proposed the name  of Industry for the military territory
which was adopted by the company, and when the westerly portion
of the territory was incorporated it retained the name.

When the company was called out on the first Tuesday of May
1799 for training, T was designated by Capt. Thompson to distribute
the orders. 'The spring was cold and unusually backward, and the
snow was'more than two feet deep inthe woods and no road in any
direct course from one settlement to the other. After spending one
day to go to see the Captain personally, it took me a full day to go
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from my father’s by way of Farmington Village, Farmington Falls,
over Cape Cod hill in New Sharon, to Lieutenant Arnold’s, a dis-
tance of twenty-four miles, and another day to set home. On the
fifth of May the snow was so deep as fo be impassable where there
was no track, bnt with snow shoes, Some went on snow shoes, L
followed the only track to get from home to the place of training near
Withee’s corner, by going first north to Hinkley’s corner, then east
to Thompsom’s corner, and then south to Withee's being four times
the distance in a dircct line, where there was no path.

When the company met for inspection the whole number wass less
than forty ; ragaed, rade and undiciplined, a considerable portion in-
temperate in their habits and too poor to equip thiemselves. Not one
fourth part were equiped. The visionary project of organizing the
company was extremely oppressive to those liable to do duty and the
inhabitants at large. The time spent wag worse than lost and no
benefit was derived from our military trainings. The price of pow-
der was a dollar a pound at Hallowell, and the cost of furnishing
powder for town stock and  to be used at musters exceeded all our
other meney taxes for several years to say nothing about. the cost of
vim. - Allin these times were in the habit of drvinking on public
occasions, especially at military trainings, and many of course would
drink to excess. Nothing short of an over-raling providence pre-
vented the then rising generation from becoming drunkards. Not-
withstanding the unfavorable civenmstances which attended the first
scttlement in this town, a religions clement was in operation iu the
community and a goodly number of the early scttlers became pious
‘Lhe first military officers were all professors of religion. Capt®
Thompson was a zealous local preacher ; Lient. Arnold was a meni-
ber of the Baptist church in good and regular standing and much res-
pected ; Ensign Norton was a methodist, esteemed for his prudeuce,
indastry and piety.

At the first training Capt. Thompson kueeled down on the snow
before his company and made a fervant prayer commending lis men
to the protection of Almighty God, and entreated for wisdom and
discretion in the performance of his duties.

At the first general muster af Farmington, one of the Farmington
companies took offense at the posting of the companies in the line,
thought the compauy degraded by being assigned a lower position
than they were entitled to; on a concerted signal, mutiuied without
a word being said and lefl the field. Capt ‘Lhompson bheing extreme-
ly ardentand patriotic in all his movements, immediately tendered hig
services to the Field Officers to go with his Lalstaf compauny and
bring back the deserters with foree and arms: but move pradent
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councils prevailed, and the General and Field Officers after a long
parley prevailed on the deserters to come back and take their place.
There was so much time spent, lowever, in adjusting the matter,
that the line was not formed and inspected and the men treated till
the day was nearly spent and all were tived and dizorderly.

When all things were arranged for the maneauvers of the day, the
word of command was given “to form column on the right.”  One
of the captaing being deaf could not hear from a distance, enquired
of hig orderly sergeant “Look, what did the Col. say?” Look replied
““lo the right about face, dismissed.” 'The Captain gave the word ac-
cordingly and away went his men with a shout. ITere then was
another case that required skill and explanation to restore order.

At length order was in some measure restored and the rations be-
ing all consumod the regiment was dismissed and but little henefit
derived ; but few left the field any wiser than they eame and mauny
were manifestly worse for the days indulgence: which was the re-
sult, generally, so long as all were iuclined to dvink who attended
muster for more than thirty years. Lveu after the temperance ref.
ormation had made good improyement in the habits of the commun-
ity, Tam and military musters continued to be inseparably connected,
and if reports be true, many of our army officers were a disgrace to
our nation by their habits of intoxication which unfited them for duty .

STATE AND COUNTY. TAXES-

To increase our troubles, a State Tax was laid on the Plantation of
Industry in 1802, of $44, also a éounty tax to near the same amount
The Sheriff was directed to serve the warrauts on some principal
inhabitant who was able to pay the amount if lie did not cause the tax
to be duly assessed.  He passed through both parts of the plantation
and told me he could not find any such prineipal inhabitant, and con-
cluded to leave the warrants with me.  Ihad Dbeen of age but oune
year, had no estate except the produce of some burnt land, and a
remnaut of a few months wages left after purchasing a suit of clothes ;
for fear of the consequences of neglecting my duty, after due inquiry
I procured a warrant from a Justice of the Peace for calling a plan-
tation meeting, and Nahum Baldwin was chosen Clerk and first as-
segsor, and Lauther Burr and myself the other assessors; Samuel
Hinkley was chosen Treasurer, and a plantation tax was
raised to.pay for powder for muster and for other expenses.

The meefing was holden at Lieut. Arnold’s at the river scettlement
and all the oflicers, except mysell, were chosen from that settlement.
The next year the voters in the back settlement ont-numbered the
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others and chose all the officers in their 'section although noue
in that section were so well qualified to do business as Mr. Baldwin,
who was dropped. i

On taking the valuation in 1802, no settler had any title to real es-
tate, and Péter Daggott was the only settler in the back settlement
who Lad a house; all others lived in log cabins ; his house cost him
$300.

At the Plantation meeting on the first Monday in April 1808, the
inhabitants for the first time gave in their votes for Governor, all for
Caleb Strong, except three, who voted for Gerry, (these voters not
knowing the christian name of Mr. Gerry) and the return was made
accordingly. The next year our Republicans, as the supporters of
Mr. Gerry were called, were seasonably furnished with the Argus
which had then been established as a Republican paper, were theu,
as ever after, prepared to give their votes aceording to order, and had
a leading majority for forty years of about two to one except one
year. The other party was for many years known as federalists,—
Tn 1806, Strong had 18, and Sullivan 35 votes, ]

INCORPORATION OF THE TOWN.

In the winter of 1803 af, the request of James Thompson, our
plantation Clerk, and others, I prepared n petition to the Genera]
Conrt for an act of incorporation of that part of the plantation lying
west of Starks in which we ascertained there were more than fifty
ratable polls and stated onr valaation as 24 to twenty eompared with
the other part or 6-11 of the whole plantation according to the val-
uation in 1800. An order of notice was obtained and published, and
on the 20th day of June 1803, the town was incorporated and bound-
ed, west by the Vineyard gore, north by New Vineyard, cast by
Starks and a line running south from S. W. corner of Starks half a
mile to New Shavon, south-west by New Sharon and by a line from
the north point of New Shavon and running north to the N,E. corner
ofthe Vineyard gore, These lines have all been altered since by
seven separate acts of the Legislature. Samuel Prescott Esq. of New
Sharon was autherized to call the first town meeting which was
holden at the dwelling house of William Allen, in October 1809 when
James Thompson was choson Moderator ; William Allen, Town
Clerk ; William Allen, Jr., Capt. Petor West, Daniel Luce, Select-
mm.r, Assessors and Overseers of the Poor; John Thompson, Town
Trensurer.

The law then required all over sixteen years of age to pay a pol]
tax and a specifie sum to be set to eack poll, which by the rule of



1LISTORY OF INDUSTRY. a1
law put more than Lalf of the tax en the polls, in this town, which
bore scverely on poor men who lad several boys liable to pay a poly
tax. No onc was qualified to vote unless he paid two thirds as much
tax for hiy estate ag was set to his poll. By this rule there were
but seven legal voters in town affairs in 1805 in the whole town ;—
four of whom claiming to be republicans constituted a majority and
did all the business and clected all the town officers, from their own
party. Complaints being made the rule for assessing taxcs was al-
tered by the Legislature, first so that but onc third part of L]_ug tax
should be sct to the polls and minors were exempted ; atterwards
one fifth then one sixth part was to be set to the polls and in no case,
not more than one dollar of any money tax was allowed to bé sat to
the polls, and the residue to be set to the estates, And by the con.
stitution.and laws of this State, all persons residing in any town three
months prior to any election or town-meeting (cxcept paupers and
Indians not taxed) arc allowed fo vote. In 1864 provision' was
made o set one sixth part of cach tax on the polls, but not more
than two dollars.

MILLS, ROADS, &c.,

Henry Norton built a grist mill on a small stream in 1799.‘5 he
had to carry his provisions and ‘part of his mill irons on his shoulder
through the woods and over the mountain nearly six miles. Hc car--
ried out potatoes for his men to cat from Abner Norton’s when they
were finishing his mill, following a spotted line over the mountain,—
The mill proved to be useless for want of water and for want of
suitable gear.

Rufus Davis built mills at the outlet of the pond in 1804, unow
called Allen’s mills, which have done good bnsiness, especially afte,.
the same passed into the hands of Benjamin and Newman T. Allen.
Capt. Thompson built mills near Starks line in 1805  which were aun
accommodation to the settlers in that vicinity. Capt.. West’s millg
were built in 1798 as has been stated, which have since been rebuilb
and have done good business.

A county road was laid out in 1802, from Waterville through tle
centre of Starks to Withee’s corner in Industry, thence by Week’s
mills to Farmington, and the next ycar a branch was laid out {rom
Withee’s corner by the Allen place and Allen’s mills to the Vine-
yard road in Farmiugton at Rufus Allen’s, Immediately after the
first choice of town officers the Selectmen proceeded to lay out the
other principal roads, to wit: from the corner of Angon near West’s
mills to Withee’s corwer ; from Butler’s corner to Davis’ corner, from
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Thompson’s corner over Bannock hill to Hinkley’s corner, and from
Butler’s corner to Danlel Collins, and some other short pieces.  In
1804 a highway tax of 8800 was raised to open the roads,

Face of the Country, Soil and Productions.

The tervitory now comprising the town is billy and & portion of
it mountainous especially the Oregon territory or that part taken

from New Vineyard. I'he native growth on the hills was Rock .

Maple, Beach, Bireh, Ash and Basswood or Linden. In some
places the Rock Maple predominated. Tlie soil on the hills is gon-
erally fertila and was favorable to first erops on ' burnt land, but gen.
erally very stony.  Only a small portion of the town is suilable for
tillage. The valleys were coyered with & mixture of hard wood,
hemlock and spruco, In the gwamps there was some ceder ‘and g
few pines. Onehundred acres on the point which extends into the
- pond was originally covered with good pine timber which at an carly
day, prior to the settlement of the town, was destroyed by fire. The
soil in the valleys is not so good as on the hills, is very stony with
few exceptions.

Where the prevailing growth was hard wood, even where it was
so slony that places could scarcely be found for & hoe to enter to
plant corn on burnt land, the first crop of corn or wheat was sure to
be good.  Corn at the rate of twonty-five bushels or more (o an acre
the first year, and wheat or rye the second year at the vate of twenty
bushels and acre and sometimes more, and then when properly seed-
ed down a good crop of clover seed could be obtained the {hird year,
and good crops of hay for several years till the stumps  decayed so
that the ground could be broken up with a plough. But Tittle profit

could be derived from ploughed land as it required a strong team and

much labor to make it productiye on account of stones. The land
when subdued and well seeded down  affords the best of pasturage
and muakey the business of raising sheep more productive than tilluge,

Although good ¢rops of com was raised by the early scttlers, they
conld not get their surplus produce to market without great expense.
In order to procure necessary stores fop family use, salt and oflier
things they were subject to much fatigue ind cost. 1 will illustrato
by a case or two of my own, My father having vaised a good crop
of corn the first year that he lived in town, prepared a load of forty-
five bushels for market to pay for loather for shoes and to procine

neeessaries, having bought one yoke of oxen, he procured another :

yoke on condition that hie would pay at Winthrop, fiftcen shillings in
grain for the hire of them; got all things in readiness on Saturday
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in January 1799 for an early start on Monday morning for a weck’s
jaunt, and X was designated teamster. The boys were called up
early and one sent two miles for the hired oxen, and before daylight
appeared I started with my load. -'The roads being rough and the
track narrow, my father went with me four miles to Col. Fuirbank’s
near the Titcomb place in Farmington to pry up the sled when it run
off the track. We arrived at Col, I’s before sunrise. let the oxen
rest and eat half an hour, re-laid the, load on the sled and squaved
up and made all secure, I then proceeded alone; the road being bet-
ter, crossed the river opposite IFarmington village and arrived at
Lowell’s in Chestervilie soon after uoon, fed my oxen, eat my cold
dinner with a tumbler of cider to wash it down; stopped an hour
and started again, got to Perry’s at sun-set and put up, having driv-
en nineteen miles, bought a pint of milk and ate bread and milk for
supper ; got a warm breakfast and started again ut sun-rise, drove
seventeen miles to Winthrop where I discharged ten bushels of corn
from my load to pay the tanner for our winter stock of leather, tried
to sell my load, but uo one would buy, and had to go three miles fur-
ther to leave another portion of my load for ox hire; on a cross road
I was dirceted wrong, aud found mysclf at the end of & wood road
in the durk, could find no suitable place to turn, but with much
trouble T got my sled turncd by taking my forward oxen with the
chain to one corner of the sled and starting the sled off and then start-
ing the oxen ou the tongue, then first one yoke then the other a little
at o time till T got turned ; after half an hour thus spent, I at length
got on the right track and having traveled twenty miles, arrvived ab
TFarbanks, my place of deposit, stopped over night, and as my team
was beat out I accepted au invitation to stop a day to rest. On the
fourth day I started early and drove to Hallowell by noon, carrigd
Liwy and bated my oxen in the street, sold my corn for four shillings,
got ten dollars in money and-the rest in goods. and started for lome
without entering any building in the place except the stores, and
drove to Carlton’s by daylight, cight miles; the next day to Low-
ell’s twenty-two iles, and on the sixth day in the afterncon got
home tired and hungry with about four dollars in money after pay-
ing expenses, and ten dollars in necessary family stores, salt, &e.
the procceds of iy load of corn after paying the tanner.

Not beiug cutirely discouraged with marketing, a year or two af-
terwards I ventured again with an ox team by wayof Vieuna, ar
rived at the Forks on the sccond day before night, put up my team
at Cumming’s and went to Augusta on foot to try the market as corn
was & drug at Hallowell, but could do no better there, returned to
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Cummings’ making wenly eight milos travel that day. The next
drove into Hallowell sold my corn ab sixty cents, two thirds in goods,
returned to Mount Vernon at ten o’clock at night, having driven
twenty four miles and traveled four miles extra, to recover poods
left at the store.  On the foumrth day drove to Farmington hill anad
the fifth day home hefore noon, with little money left aftor paying
expenises but had learned a good lesson and determinad not to go to
market again that distance, with an ox team., We after that mangag-
en to keep our produce at home 4l eulled for by setlers.

Poverty however, often compelled new settlers to
carry their produce to market as soon as it ‘was  har-
vested without counting the cost, and some were sure
to sell themselves short at a low price, and before the
next crop came to maturity were compelled to huy at
ahigh price for the support of their families,

Many expedients were resorted to in our carly days
to raise spending money besides working out by the
day. Maple sugar was astaple article and large (uan-
tities were made by some families yearly. I made
nine hundred pounds one season by my own labor
without any assistance. I have ecarried maple sugar
on horseback to Angusta to market, 'Some made
shingles; some  baskets and sonie hrooms to sell. The
hoys found profit several years in digging ginsing ut
half & dollar a pound, till'it was all collected. The
. main dependence of most of the early settlers duving
the first year was hiring out by the day to farmers in
older places, two tofour or six miles distant. A crop
of corn  was generally raised the second year, then
grain, then their new land was seeded’ down 50 that
they could get hay fora cow. The cows lived in the
woods on bowse during the summer, and corn stalks
and meadow hay winters,  After two or {hree years,
those who were industrious and prudent generally he-
gan to emerge from poverty andl want and  advanced
more rapidly fov three or four succeeding years while
clearing up new land, than afterwards, when they had
to breal up their new land with the plough,  the soil
being generally stony and hard to subdue.

Aﬁ ab flist had to work hard and fare hard, Many
had to live principally on corn bread and potatoes the
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first year with no meat except: pork, and but little of
that. '

Schools,

There were no schools of any note before the incor-
poration of the town. Anold maiden lady was em-
ployed occasionally a short time to teach children their
letters and to spell out short words, . Her school was
kept one month in my bharn. She.did what she could
“to teach the young idea how to shoot” hut was quite
incompetent. I visited her school on one oceasion and
she had a small class advanced to words of three Syn-
ables in the spelling book and when they came to the
word “anccdote” she called it a-neck-dote and defined it
to be food eaten between meals.

When the first town school was put.in operation the
master was quite deficient every way. When a boy
hesitated at the word “biscuit” ‘the. master prompted
him rashly,. “bee squit, yon rascal” ~ Bus, during the
second year a portion of . the town united with a dis-
trict in Farmington which extended from the Vineyard
gore to the Titcomb place more than fonr wiles. The
school was kept in a log sehool house near where Mosh-
er lives, by Samuel *, Belcher, a competent teacher,
and our boys made good progress. The master hoard-
ed with us a partof the time two miles from the
school house. ~ When the road was not hroken out they
had to get breakfast by candle light, in order to be at
school in season. T'he town ever afterwards manifest-
ed a commendable interest in the support of schools
and the youth of the town have Teen well taught and
a large number of skillful teachers have heen raised up
who have foun employmentin some of the best of
grammar schools and arespeetable number have obtain-
ed a College education and become distinguished ag
Clergymen, Lawyers and Teachers in distant places,

. I had no opportunity to attend school but one month
after I was twelve years old till I was twenty-two ; but
having learned to read when we were young, our boys
derived great benefit from a small Social Libravy which
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we joined at Farmington Falls, although at the dis-
tance, often miles, I attended themeetings every month
to return my book ; conforming strictly to the regula-
tions by returning all books every four weeks. On
one occasion being pressed with work in the month of
Juie, after hurrying oft my work I took an early Sup-
per, went on foot by a spotted line with a horse load
of corn to Weeks Mills and thence by a road through
New Sharon to Farmington Falls to exchange a book
and do some errands.  On my return night overtook
me and a thunder cloud came up when I got within
two miles of home so that could not keep the track
with the horse, [ therefore, before it commeneed rain-
ing, coming to alarge fallen tree, I crawled under it
and encamped for the night ; being fatigned 1 slept
quietly till day-light and then got home hefore the
family were up. ¢

We often took long jaunts on moon-light nights in
the winter six or seven miles to attend singing school,
tanght by 8. Beleher Esq., where the good™ old tunes
of Bherburn, Majesty, Vietory and other tunes were
rehearsed and sung with spirit and animation, more eap-
tivating than the most splendid modern tunes or con-
certs.  The school usually closed at nine and after a
little congratulation with our associates we returned
home delighted with our exeursion although it mighs
be near midnight when we got home.

Religious Meetings.

Although thiere were many things that were repre-
hensible among the early settlers, all were poor, rum
drinking was common, “many were intemperate, some
were vicious and quarrelsome as well as drankards, and
there was no regular preaching for some time,  Still a

religious element prevaded a cousiderable portion of.

the mhabitants,  Several of the early settlers had a
short time before, experienced religion and several who
had long heen esteemed for their piety.

Barrsms.  Religions meetings were first holden on
the gore at Deacon Norton’s hy members of the Bap-
tist ovder. Several of that denomination came from
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Martha’s Vineyard and scttled in that vicinity. TRev.
Jesse Lee, a noted Methodist preacher in  his tour
through Maine in the fall of 1794 was advised to call
and preach at the Deacon's, but finding the fumily sick
he passed on a mile farther to Daniel Tauee’s in New
Vineyard ; afterwards in December of the same year,
Rev. Sylvanus Boardman visited the Deacon and
]}reached the first sermon that was preached in town.
I'he Baptist thus took precedence of all other religious
denominations and as early as 1798, were organized in-
to a church and conuected with the Bowdoinham as-
sociation consisting of fifteen or twenty members, and
were supplied with preaching every fourth sabbath by
Rev. Oliver Billings, of Fayette, for several years, and
occasionally by Elder Boardman, Elder Hooper, Elder
Frances and others. John Spencer settled in the cor-
ner of Anson near West’s Mills, preached several years
part of the time in this town, hut some imputations res-
pecting his moral character impared his success, Af-
ter eight or ten years, Elisha Robbins, a “pious young
man, who was much esteemed, settled in town and was
licensed to preach, but died in 1809. Levi Young, Jr.
took his place asa preacher being illiterate and con-
scious of his want of qualification, he after a short time
relinquished his post.

In the fall of 1808, Elder Jason Livermore from
Hallowell, spent two monthsin the town, during the
progress of a revival which was morve extensive than
any revival had been. Ile baptised twenty or more,
most of whom united with the Baptist church. = Ad-
ditions were also made to the other branches of the
church.  The Baptists ' then took measures to have
more preaching than they had before, ‘and émployed
Mr. Oliver Peabody statedly for a year or two, and
Elder ooper of Paris and Eldei Cain, of Clinton,
| _preached occasionally.  The number of members then,
exceeded fifty.

1813-14, Elder Thomas Morrill was employed stat-
edly at a salary of ighty dollars a year.  After two
years he left and went to Prospect.  Elder Boardman
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of New Sharon then took a fatherly over-sight of the
church and preached to them occasionally as long as
he. lived. By the minutes of the Bowdoinham Asso-
ciation it appears that fifty-two were returned as mem-
bers of the Baptist Chureh in the year. eighteen hun-
dred and nine ; part however resided in adjoining
towns. About 1854, a second church was formed in
the cast part of the town and Starks, consisting of a.
bout twenty-five members, under the care of Rev. Da-
tus T. Allen (since deceased) and in 1855, Rev. T.
Brownson was installed over. the chureh in the. west
part of the town, consisting of about thirty members,
Ira Emery, Bsq., and Franﬁlin Notton of Farmington
(now deadl) were the deacons, ~Not having been able
to obtain a copy of the statistics ofeither of these
churches, the members are stated by estimates only.

Cornelius Norton, Ebenezer Norton, Benjamin - Cot
tle, Josiah Butler, Bartlett Allen, James Davis, Alvin.
Smith, Rowland Luce, Tristram Norton, Abner C.
Ames and Ira Emery were prominent members of the
Baptist church, and most of their wives, but nearly all
are dead. Itisreported that the number during the
last twenty years Ihas diminished more by deaths and
removals than inereased by accessions,

The Baptists from the first settlement of the town
to the present fime have sustained a respectable stand-
ing, embracing some of the best men in town, who have .
manifested a commendable interest to sustain preach-
ing and to promote the best good of the town.

Mernonises,  On the first of Dec: 1794, Rev. Jesse -
Lee a Methodist, preacher, as has been stated, on his
way from Sandy river to Anson, passed through the
gore with an intention to preach at Deacon Norton’s,
was prevented by the sickness of the family and went
on and preached at Daniel. Luce’s who then lived in:
New Vineyard, being the-first sermon ﬁn'cachtsd in that
town. ~Ie planned a circle for succeeding preachers,
and the next year Rev. Enoch Mudge and Rev.  Elias
Hull were appointed preachers the on Readfield cireuit
visited the new settlement on the Gore and preached
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at' Abner Norton’s occasionally. “In the course of the
year Mr. Norton and his wife and one or two of his
children with Daniel Collins and some others made
a profession of religion, united in a society and were
formed into a class.  The class increased and Metho-
dist preaching was furnished once 'in four weeks at M.
Norton’s orr Mr. Colling’ for many years. After a fow
years another class was formed at Isq. Boardman’s,
and in 1798 another af Capt. Thompson’s who was li-
censed as a local prencher and officiated with manilest
success till the infirmities of age prevented. e was a
zenlons advocate of the cause of veligion and devoted
to the church of hig choics.  He was estéemed for his

piety while he gved and had muoeh influence over:

the intemperate portion of the citizens as well as with
allgood men. He was a good eitizen, was Town Treas-
urer several years, - Representative in the Legislature
and once a Senator for the county. e had a good
wife,

In' 1802, John Gower, Esq.,, moved into town from
Farmington, was licensed as a local preacher, was suc-
cessful in forming a classin the lower part of the town,
and preached oceasionally during many years,  till he
became incapable by reason of disease on the langs.—
He was o man of much firmness and decision, of a be-
mevolent disposition, of strong mind and, of strict integ-
vity, a successful eitizen highly respected by all who
knew him." He was an acting Justice of the Peace, and
Selectman for many years, and once a Represenfative
in the Legislature.  He closed a well spentlife in 1845

aged sixty-five years.  His two sons inherit many of

his good traits of character ;. both have moved
away.

A class of Methodists was formed at West’s mills
where the society erected a meeting house and built a
small parsonage,  Peter West, Jr,, was for a long time
identified as & prominent member and did much to sus-
tain the ciuse of religion, but failed to secure the good
will of all the community, had some personal difficulty
with one or two and left the society and joined anoth-
er church a short time before he died, -

2w

Lo
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Daniel Collins, Jr. who was raised up on the Gore,
became a professorof religion, joined the class and
was several years a licensed preacher, - it

John Allen (my hrother) who in his vouth aas the
rudest boy in t[)l(c family experienced religion, at a
camp meeting in 1824 when thirty yems old, after a
regular probation was admitted to the Maine Gonfer-
~ence as a vegular preacher and. preached statedly till
1860 is extensively known as “Camp meeting John,'—
He was so zealous at first that we thought he would
not hold out to the end, hut has exceeded our expec-
tations.

Henry Butler experienced religion ylen youung, was
admitted to, the Maine Conference, and for. several
years was lighly esteemed  as a preacher. Mo died
young and was much lamented.

The Methodists in this town nnder these and other
agencies, by the gracious interposition of Divine Proyi-
dence acquired a predominating inflnence in the town
aud haye no doubt contributed assentially to the good
order and = prosperity thereof. The “number in. the
Bociety in 1854 was one hundred and  sixty and_fifteen
more on probation.” Some helonged to the adjoining
tows of Starks and Ansou. By the last veturns the
namber had fallen off considerably of late years. Rev.
Daniel Waterhouse was the preacher in charge in 18069.
Members, one hundred thirty eight, probation, four.

Congregationalists., About the time of the fivst set-
tlement in this town, Judith Luce, a daughter of Daniel
Luce went to live with Samuel Sewall in Farmington,
and while residing with that excellent family she ex-
perienced veligion, united with the chureh and after-
wards married John Trask, a brother of Mus. Sewall, |
and removed to her father’s in this town. Jonathan
Bunker a young. man living at that time near M.
- Sewall’s, experienced religion under the teachings of
Mr. Sewall  and Rev. Jonsthaw Sewall as  did M.
Trask, they emhraced fully the creed of their patrons,
and ever afterwards manifested a child-like regard for
these good men. Mr. Bunker married in 1797, and
moved into this town. These three persons were the
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germ of the Congregational church in this town., TIn—
der the influence of his daughter, Trask and her hus-
band, Mr. Luce and two or three sons having experi-
enced religion were induced to join this church, Wil
liam Allen, Thomas Flint, Samuel Mason, William
Remick and Rufus Viles united and on the fiwenty-
first of Junnary 1802, were organized into a church
(with some female members) and Rev. Samuel Sewall
as a missionary was at first appointed to take the gpec-
ial charge of the church. hdth, the Rev. Jowathau
Sewall and the Rev. Samuel Sewall always treated .
Trask and his wife and Mr. Bunker as their children,
often visiting them and frequently preached at their
houses as long as they lived in town,

Rev. Jotham Sewall in his diary states that
he preached two hundred and ten sermons in
this town during his ministry. Some Tof the
original members moved away, several have
died. Some additions were made from time to
time. Cornelius Norton, Jr., Esq., Jacob Hayes,
Zebulon Allen, Sylvanus Allen were prominent
members, but are all dead. Pelaliah Shovey,
also, who is living,

This Church has not been able to sustain
preaching for any length ot time statedly, Rev.
Alden Boynton was once settled over them for a
year ortwo, also Rev. Thomas Smith, Rev. Josiah
Tucker, was employed one or two years a part
of the time and the Rev. Mr. Burnham has re-
cently spent part of his time with them. The
number ofmembers has seldom exceeded twenty,
including females. The influence of thischureh
has always had a good effect on society. Sev-
eral were among the foremost in every good
work in town.

Harrison Allen, by unweared efforts obtained
a Collegate and Ministerial education, was ad-
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mitted to the church in Farmington, and’ died
at his post in Mississippi, as a Missionary to
the Choctaws in 1831. '

Three of Jacob Hayes's sons graduated with
hondr, at Bowdoin College. = Stephen, the eld-
est i3 a Congregational preacher in Massachus-
ctts ; one was drowned in Lake Ontario; all
were talented.and highly esteemed.

Thus notwithstanding that many obstacles
and unfavorable circumstances attended the
carly settlers, their, children were placed under
the influence af  religious ‘instruetion in early
life and generally: imbibed religions prineiples
and a high regard for religious institutions, and
ministers of the gospel of all denominations,
who visited the place, ‘often going ' on foot six
miles to the place of veligious meetings on the
sabbath, and in the ovder of Providence, gener-
ally acquired habits of morality and good order,
many of whom by Divine Grace have been res-
cued from the dominion of viee and come for-
ward, useful and worthy members of the ehurch
and State.

Boys innured to'toil “and " hardship' while
young, came on the stage prepared to emerge
from degrading poverty and ignorance, to sur-
- mountall difficulties and to take a rank in so-
ciety ereditable to themselves and to their town,
and to act well their part in life; and to 'trans-
mit a good name to' the succeeding generation.

This town has fornished its full proportion of
Senators and Representatives to the Legislature
of the State ; with a full quota of Militia ' Offi-
cers up to a Brigadier General; and when' the
town belonged to the County of Somerset from
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1809 to 1838, it was remarked that this town furnish-
ed less business for the courts than any - other town in
the connty of equal population and that her Jurors
were distinguished for their intelligence and diseretion.
Her Representatives and Town Officers have with fevw
exceptions been professedly pious men and  members
of the different branches of the church in Lgood and
and regular standing.

By examining the statistics and records of the town
it will be scen that the town officers from the begin-
ing were managed with the utmost frugality and econ-
omy. The town officers were always attentive to their
duties and were satisfied with a small compensation’ for
many years. The pay of the Treasurer for ten years.or
more was two dollars a year, and the bills of the Se-
lectmen who were alsg assessors and overseers of the
poor averaged from six to eight dollars each, It is pre-
sumed that no other town in the State was ever organ-
ized and managed with so small a tax as this town was
for town charges during the first twenty years ; and it
was admitted by all who had an opportunity to know,
that no town was ever served more faithfully ;' inso-
much that portions of the inbabitants of all the adjoin-
ing towns for these and other reasons petitioned for
and obtained annexation. But during the Jast twenty
years the town has lost a number of its most ' efficient
residents, some by death and others by removalsor be-
ing set off to othér towns and’ the population
hay fallen off twenty per cent in number - and the en-
t;ﬂl*pt-ise and prosperity of the<own have materially de-
clined.

Census and Statistics,
In 1802. Inhabitants 170, Ratable polls 70%

1810, « 552, 5 123,
1820, z 778, ‘@ 164.
1830, ‘ 502, - - 161.
1840, c 1036, ‘s 181.
1850, ‘ 1041, T 190.
1860, g 847, “ 187.

y

*Polls over 16 years at first. )
TPolls over 21 years of age, in 1802, Polls pver 16 years. were
taken.
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State Valuation and State Taxes.

In 1802, Valuation $4,000. State tax $24,00.

1812, “ 7,680. « 56,00.
1821, “ 38,201. “ 100,52.
1831, “ 49,281, ‘ 349,68.
1841, “ 189,067, “ 414,82.
1850. “ 147,545. « 296,99.
1860, “ 180,096. “ 288,87.
Taxes.
1803, Town tax $30. School  $00. Highway $800:
1810, « 80. “ 100. @ 800.
1820, « 50. “ 100. «“ 1,000.
1830, % 200. «  330. ‘@ 1,500.
1840, “ 400, s« 400. “ 1,500.
1850, G 100. “ o 500. « 1,500,
1860, “ 1,000. “« 560, 1 1,500,
1868, “  2000. « 620,25 ‘ 3,000,

County Commissioners,

1889, Benjamin Allen, three years.
1860, Clifford B. Norton, six years.

Senators.

1833, Rev.John Thompson.
1850, Newman T. Allen.

Representatives.

1819, James Davis.

1822, John Gower, Esq.,
1824, Rev. John Thompson.
1828, Ezekiel Hinkley.
1830, James Stanley, Esq.,
1833, Benjamin Mantor.
1834, Benjamin Allen.
1836, Cornelius Davis.»
18388, Francis Meader.
1840, Benjamin Luce,
1845, Truman A. Merrill, |
1848, Clifford B. Norton.
1853, Hiram Mantor.
1860, Albert Shaw.

- Selectmen,
‘The following have served as Selectmen.
Years.
1803, William Allen, Jr., 7. 1835, George Winslow,
1803, Peter West, 1. 1836, Nathan Goodrich,
1808, Daniel Luce, 1. 1838, Newman T. Allen,

1804, Nathaniel Willard, 1, 1840, John Gilmore,

Years.

P
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1804, Levi Greenlicf, 1 .1840, John Gower, Jr,. 3.
1803, Joseph Chesley, 1. 1842, Charles Winslow, 1.
1805, James Eveloth, 1, 1842, Datus T, Allen, 2.
1805, Thomas Johnson, 1. 1842, Francis Meader, 1,
1806, Josiah Butler, 9. 1845, Hiram Mantor, 3
1806, Henry Smith, 2. 1845, Geeorge (Fower, 5.
1806, Abrakam Johnson, 2, 1849, Albert Shayw, . 4,
1808, John Gower. 14. 1850, Oren Daggett, 1,
1813, Bartlott Allen, 8. 1850. Daniel IHilton, 1.
1815, Nehemiah Howes, 2. 1853, Peter W. Willis, 1.
1816, Cornelius Norton, 7. 1853, Ira Emery, Jr., 5
1817; James Davis, 3. 1854, James Cutts, 2.
1820, Jabez Noxton, 2. 1855, David Patterson, 4,
1820, Danicl Shaw, 2, 1859, John . Mantor, 1.
1822, Corneilus Dayis, 1. 1859. Benjamin N, Willig, 2.
1822, Ezekiel Hinkley, 4. 1859, Andrew Phelps, 1.
1823, John Thempson, 1. 1860, Oliver Stephéns, 3.
1827, Benjamin Allen, 6, 1860, James Norton. 3.
1830, Ebenezer Swift, 1. 1861, James A, Snell, 2
1882, Samuel Shayw, 2. 1861, John Willis, 4.
1832, Phineas Tolman, 1. 1863, C. M, Greenwoo, il
1882, Clifford B. Norton, 22. 1867, Josinh Emery, oA
1834, Obed Norton, 1, 1868, Greorge Mantor, 1,
1885, Samuel Patterson, 2. 1868, George W. Johnson, 1.

Town Clerks.

Years, Years.

1808, William Allen, Sp,, 2 1831, Zachariah Withee.
1805, James Thompson, . 1834, Clifford B, Norton,
1808, Josiah Butler, . 1835, Asaph Boyden,

1810, Bartlett Allen,
1811, Samuel Mason,
1812, James Dayis,

1827, Newman T. Allen, "0

. 183g, Charles Norton,
. 1841, John West, -

1

3 1
4 e
1809, Silas Daggett. 1. 1837, Fraucis Caldwell, 2.
8 2.

1 2

7 G

Town Treasurers,

. 1843, Peter West Butler, 2

-

Years. Years.

. 1838, William Confortl,
. 1842, Nathan Goodrich,
. 1843, Jacob Hayes.

. 1844, Benjamin Allen,

. 1851, Newman T. Allen,
. 1853, Albert Shaw,

. 1854, Elijah Manter,

. 1855, Andrew Tibbetts,
. 1856, Nelson €. Luce,

. 1859, James Elliott,

- 1863, Mark Emery,

1803, James Thompson,
1804, Peter West,

1805, John Thompson,
1809, Silas Daggett,
1810, James Winslow, -
1812, Sylvanus Allen,
1816, Cornelius Davis,
1820, William Remicl,
1821, James Stanley,
1832, Ira Emery,

1834, Peter W. Willis,
1835, Gieorge Hobbs, .

.
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Qualification of Town Officers.

Our early settlers had not the advantages of an ear-
ly education which their children now enjoy and were
not skillful accountants, it is therefore not so strange
that mistakes were sometimes made. At the annual
meeting in 1804, Capt. West having served as Select-
man the preceeding year presented au account for fin-
ger boards as he called them, the account was not al-
lowed as the same were not well made and he was-drop-
ped from the list of Selectmen for re-slection : but the
town was unwilling to offend him as he paid a higher
tax than any other one in town, and to gratify him he
was chosen Town Treasurer; on being notified, he re-
plied, “I thank you gentlemen, I'l accept,” and the first
claim that T pay will be Peter West’s, for “finger
boards,” 2

Capt. Thompson having served three years as Town
Treasurer as successor to Capt. West, declined a re-elec-
tion the fourth year, and as a reason said “he could not
afford, it” the office run him in debt every year.)—
“He paid out more than he received.” Hewasrequest-
ed to present his account and it should be allowed : he
replied that he “kept no account,” “that he had made
no account of debt or credit during the three years.”—
Being regarded as an honest patriotic man the town
heard his verbal statement and allowed him a small
sum %w-it.h which he was. satisfied) and chose a man
who had been a sea captain -in his stead and directed
him to keep an account of his doings. The next year
the captain bronght in his account entered in a Treasury
Book and declined a re-eléction because hishook would
not tell the truth, that he had charged all the bhills

aid, and entered all the orders he had drawn on col-
ectors to pay billswith : that he had done all the bu-
siness by orders and bills, had not received or paid a
dollar in money on the town’s account, but his book
shew a considerable balance due to him which he knew
was not the case:

These are specimens of some the early doings in the
Treasury Department of the town,
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Survey of the Lands.

Settlers had taken possession of the lands without
any regular survey. In September 1802 a survey of
their lots was made by Lemuel Perham undeér the in-
spection of Isaac Pillsbury, of Hallowell, the Proprie-
tor’s Agent, and Samuel Prescott and Frances Mayhew
of New Sharon were agreed upon as chairmen to run
out a lot for each settler agréeable to a resolve of the
Greneral Court,

The survey was commenced at Thompson’s corner and
proceeded south on a range line and the lots were
- numbered and marked on that line from one to nine.
They then returned to the place of beginning and pro-
ceeded west, laid out two lots on the rear of the sec:
ond range and then extended north and then south
from Hinkley’s corner till ‘twenty-four lots were sur-
veyed. '

On the third day I took my first lesson in surveying
with the surveyor. We commenced at a small beac
tree a few rods south of where George Hobbs house
stands and made¢ and marked corners for three lots,
No. 25, 26 and 27, run west thirteen rods and marked
 the north-east corner of my lot No. 28, ran to the pond.
marked corners of No, 29 and 80, then run across No.
25 and round No. 31 and 26 back to the place of be-
ginning so acurately as to hit the corner tree ; demon-
strating clearly to my mind his skill and practical use
of the compass and the careful measurement made by
the chainmen. ~He thus proceeded from day to day
 till he laid out a lot for each settler numbering from
one to sixty four, .

Samuel Crompton’s lot was No. 47 by New Sharon
line, a good lot on which lie made a good farm and
raised up his family. When lie commenced working
on it in 1794, he had a little money sufficient to pur-
chase his provisions for a year and until he raised corn
on his burnt land and had money to pay for some hired
help. He was an honest, blunt Englishman, was indus-
trious and prudent as long as he lived, a man of futeg-
rity, punctual to all of his engagements and aceumu-
lated property. Oneof his sons, George, became a




b1 HHISTORY OF INDUSTRY.

man of business and' was'a Deputy Sheriff several
years. -
. In 1810, Capt. Perham completed the survey of the
unsettled Jots, numbered them by the alphabet A. to
S, nineteen lots.

In 1802, Cornelius Norton, Jr., surveyed and spotted
the Lowell strip.

Sketches of Early Settlers.

Thomas Johnson was a soldier of the Revolution and
afterwards a sailor. Ile came from Martha’s Vineyard
to Sand?_* river in 1793, where he made some stop, ex-
plored the land an' the Patent and - commenced clear-
ing, in 1774 moved on lots No. 13, took up lots No. 39
and 40 adjoining, and No. 87 a mile distant for his sons.
He had alarge family and was poor bhut managed to
make a living. Ie was unable to do much labor on
account of s age and did not accumulate much prop-
erty ; sold out in 1809 to Ichabod Johnson who came
from Vermont and moved to Farmington, and was
placed on the pension list under the act of 1818, and
died soon after. His wife was a daughter of Timothy
Smith of the Vineyard, possessed of good talents which
she communicated to her sons. Mr. Johnson was a
peaceable, still man. e had seven sons who all set-
tled in Farmington, where by their mother wit and
political tact and perseverence, they for many years
obtained a greater influence than any other familyin
town and were promoted to offices of trust and profit.
Timothy, the second son became a worthy preacher of
the gospel of the Freewill Baptist order, was a success-
ful trader and was Post-master many years, Thomas
was a colonel of the militia ; Abraham was aselectman
and captain in, Industry ; Joseph was a Deputy Sher-
iff, then trader, Representative, Counsellor and Sheriff.
A grandson has filled the most important offices un-
der the Governor, at Angusta, Speaker of the House of
Representatives und Senator and Mayor of that city,
namely, William . Johnson, son of William . John-
son who, settled in Madison at first, afterwards in Farm-
ington. :

Nathaniel Willard and sons settled on lots No. 3,
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14 and 15 at Thompsen’s corner; they came from Dun-
stable N. Hl. He was a brick layer, was called an
honest man but old and not energetic, he was Select-
men in 1805 and died the next year. His two sons
Samuel and Levi who settled in town were not succes-
ful. Levi embarrassed himself by military office,s, re-
moved to New Portland where he died, and Samuel be-
came chargeable to the town. :

Zoe Withee was a Revolutionary soldier and ac-
quired habits in the wanr, unfavomﬂle to prosperity,
came from Londenderry in N, I on lot No. gg, With-
ee’s corner, He experienced religion under the influ-
ence of Capt. Thompson joined the Methodist class re-
formed his habits and ever after sustained a good rep-
utation ; with the assistance of an industrious famiFy
Le made a good living and cleared up a good farm, ob-
tained a pension under the act of 1818. One of his sons
has been a trader and a selectman in town, and Town
Clerk twa years.

Archelaus Luce settled first on lot No. 18, on Bannock
Iill sold his possession to Jonathan Knowlton, Jr. in
1798 and moved to lot No. 27, Davis’s corner. In 1808
he sold to James Davis and moved away. He came
from the Vineyard, was a hard working man, honest in
his dealings, but of a roving turn and did not accumu-
late property to pay for land.

Kuowlton being unable to pay for hisland sold his
possession to D, Stoyells of Farmington who obtained
a title to it and sold to Jacob Hayes, who came from
Berwick in 1809, and soon after was married and lived
on the lot several years, then swapped with John Pat-
terson and moved to the south side of the hill where he
made a good farm ; was pro:a{)erous, made money by
keeping sheep of an improved breed, raised up an ex-
cellent family, gave three sons a College education, was
very industrious and prudent and esteemed as one of
the best citizens of the town ; he died in 1853, leaving
a good estate to his decendants. nal

John Patterson came from Damariscotta first to Farm-
ington, thence to lot No. 32, in 1806 which he sold to
Sylvanus x}f&llen, who sold to hisson Freeman, who sold
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to Withee and Withee to Simeon Williams.  Patter-
son moved to the adjoining lot which he sold to M,
Hayes by exchange. He was not prosperous. IHe
hadseveral sons and = daughters who came forward
with a good reputation'and accumulated good estates
and sustained themselves by the influence of a good
niother who was esteemed for her piety.

Capt. William Allen, was from ‘Martha’s Vineyard,
and came first to Sandy river settlement in 1792, aud
thence'to this town in 1798. Ie had been a clothier,
tracer and sailor, was unstccessful, came to this place
poor with a large family, did not own so much as a
cow, had to hire one and was embarrassed with debts,
He made profession of religion soon after he came here,
and by the aid of Divine grace and the blessing of God
acquired a good reputation and by hard labor with the
aid of a prudent good wife obtained a comfortable sup-
port for his family, After the boys, six in number
were able to earn’ their living, His four daughters were
industrious and  all were brought uf’aud the sons
were able to render him all necessary disistance in old
age! Although he never' acquired much property, he
indulged agood hope of an inheritancé in the world to
come, Ilis wife died in 1831 aged 75 years ; she was
an excellent mother. Ile died in 1842, aged almost
87 years. The family have all vemoved from the town;
three of thesons, Truman, Harrison and James are
dead, also, all his daughters, Love Gower, Jane Rob-
inson, Deboralk Merrill and Clementina Cook. The
sons' obtained title to the land he ocenpied lots No. 80
and 44, also lots No. 26 and 28, from the . Proprietors.
The two older sons were often Selectmen, and he and
one son several times Town Clerk. The oldest son re-
moved to Norridgewock where he has sustained vari-
ous offices of trust and profit and was twelve years
Clerk of the Courts.

Trancis Meader settled on lot No. 24, which passed
into the hands of his son-in-law James Eveleth, then to
to Hinkley and Trafton, and is now owned by Rack-
leff.  Mr. Meader was from Nantucket, a carpenter, a
Revolutionary soldier and a pensioner when he died
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aged 87 years, at $96, a year, was a quiet peaceable
man, who had no enemies, was always rather poor, and
left no estate.

William Ladd came from Mt. Vernon in 1798, settled
first on the Meades lot No. 22, then on lot No. 21.—
His habits were bad, was always poor and moved
away. -

Alvin Howes came from Farmington, formerly from
Harwick and settled on lots No. 45, was a successful
farmer, did not sell or change his residence till he died
1850, leaving a decent property to his children, he was
an honest, moderate man of strict integrity.

Atkins Ellis came from Harwich and settled in lot
No: 85,in 1800. He had been a Revolutionary soldier,
was extremely poor and his large family often suffered
for bread, was never able to pay for land, gave up his
possession, moved to lot L, and then to Ripley, was :
pensioner uuder the Act of 1818, at $96, a year, and
died in old age.

Joshua Pike, an honest good citizen came from Salis-
bury and settled in the Badger lot No, 51, where he
lived to old age, and then went to live with a daugh-
ter where he died. _

Elisha Luce settled on lot No. 88 in 1800, sold to
Jonathan Goodridge who came from Lewiston in 1804.
Mr., Goodrich was a blacksmith, made a good living had
but one son, Nathan, who has acquired & good estate,
and is esteemed as one of the best of citizens, is a Meth-
odist, has often been a Selectman, and has served a
regular course of militia officers up to Brigadier General ;
hig father was the first Postmaster in town had sever-
al danghters esteemed for good habits, and all married
well.

Samuel Stevens, a cooper, took possession first of lot
No. 12, and then lot R, was not able to pay for land
and moved away ; he was a soldier and become a Rev-
olutionary pensioner before he died ; he was intemper-
ate.

Paul Bradbury and two sons came from New Zamp-
shire and settled first on lot No. 3, east sideot Bannock
hill, and then on No. 84, by Starks line; thoy were
moderate kind men and rather poor. 1



42 IIISTORY OF INDUSTRY.

Jacob Mathews, a rude sort of a man came from Mt.
Vernon and settled on lot No. 9, in 1802, married a
danghter of Zoe Withee, and after a few years sold to
Moses Totman who came from New Sharon. Mr, Tot-
man was worth some property, was a shoe-maker, im-
proved his farm and gained property and brought up
his family well ; his oldest son, Phineas, moved to Pis-
cataquis county where he has a good reputation, has
been a senator for that county, and is much respected.

This sketch may serve as a specimen of the early

settlers on the Patent.

The lots numbered 41, 42, 48, 49, 50, 51, 59, 61, 62, 63, 64, 67, 68, part
ol 70 and part of . I. M. I. and R. containing 1500 deres were set off and
annexed to New Sharon in 1852, being a very valuable part of the town.

The settlers on the Lowell  strip were mostly from
Martha’s Vineyard, were possessed of some estate,
ranked higher in the valuation list than the inhabi-
tants and were generally of a higher grade in society.
James Stanley, from Berwick, William Remick and
Samuel Mafston, from Tamworth, N. Z, and Daniel
Shaw, John Remick and sons, and some other from N.
H. settled on the strip, proved to be valuable citizens,
who added much to the reputation of the town.

Gilman Hilton, a blacksmith and John Huston, set-
tled on the strip, were not so respectable, and their
tamilies became chargeable to the town ; rum ruined
them.

Deacon Cottle, an early settler was a man of strict in-
tegrity and much esteemed ; he was a shoe maker and
made an honest good living ; he had no sons, but a
number of daughters, who where well brought up and
married well.

Jabez Norton, who settled on the strip in 1795, was
esteemed a good man, was quite aged and gave up the
care of business to his son Jabez Norton, Jr., They,
as well as Deacon Cottle were from the Vineyard. Mr.
Norton, Jr., was one of the best of men, a pious Meth-
odist, mild and conciliatory in his manners, conscien-
clous in the discharge of his duty, a friend aud admir-
er of all good men. = He imade a good farm and sup-
ported his father and mother on it in their old age, was
mdustrions and prudent, was persuaded to take a mil-
itary commission and was promoted to be a captain,
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but did not partake or incline to the vicious habit so
common with military officers, of treating himself as
well as his men, with intoxicating liquor at military
trainings. At an election of field officers, at Starling’s
tavern in Farmington, Capt. Norton was an elector and
while the others were anxiously discussing not only
the qualifications of the candidates, but the quality al-
so, of Starling’s liquor, with some noise and tumult. e
took no part with them, but took a seat ina remote
corner of the room and struck a Methodist tune in a
melodious voice and sung that beautiful hymn as fol-
lows :

Jesus, at thy command,

I launch into the deep
And leave my native land,

‘Where sin lulls all asleep.
For this I would the world resign,
And sail to Heaven with thee and thine.
Thou art my pilot wise,

My compass is thy word,
My soul each storm defies,

While I have such a Lord :
I trust thy faithfulness and power,
T'o save me in the trying hour.
Though rocks and quicksands deep,

Through all my passage lie,

Yet Christ will safely keep

And guide me with his eye :

My anchor, hope shall firm abide,
And every boisterous storm out-ride.
With faith T see, &c., to the end of the Hymn.

'I'he noise in the bar-room immediately subsided, and
all listened attentively to the singing, and he was re-
quested to repeat it, showing conclusively the influ-
ence of music by a pious man, when surrounded with
the most unfavorable circumstances to quiet atumult.
The singing had a good effect, and the election came
off peaceably and satisfactorily.

The settlers on the Gore and on that part of New
Vineyard which has been annexed to Industry, as has
heen stated, were nearly all from Martha’s Vineyard,
and paid for their land before they went upon it, and
had some funds to start with and were respeeted for
their good moral character and christian virtues.

Many of them were sailors, and were not farmers
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when they came to Maine, but the most of them suc-
ceeded in making a good living, and although subject
to much inconvenience for want of roads at first, were
generally prosperous. They soon found it to be more
profitable to make pork for market thau to carry their
corn forty miles to market. Some years there wasa
competition among them 1 raising hogs and making
pork. Thénthogs averaged 400 to 500 pounds.

After their new farms were subdued and seeded
down to grass, they turned their attention to raising
neat stoek and horses, and more recently to raisin
sheep for which their stony hills are well adapted, uuﬁ
some have grown rich.

Move than half the early settlers who came into the
town prior to 1810, were migratory and continually
moved away, some of whom were the most influential
and worthy inhabitants, James Stanley moved to
Farmington, James Davis to Starks, Samuel Ma.-f"e}ton to
New Sharon, James Thompson to western New York,
Bartlett Allen to Holmes' Hole, Sylvanus Allen to
Nantucket, William Remick to Dover, Daniel Shaw to
Bangor, Jabez Norton to Aroostook, Thomas Johnson
to Farmington, all of whom hayve been town officers,
and also Josiah Butler and Charles Norton, to Nor-
ridgewock. The two first named, Stanley and Davis,
- had also been Representatives, and many others wlio
were in good standing, and others of less note and
many who were poor or worthless. .

Henry Smith moved to Hallowell, Asa Conant
lived in town two years and moved to Temple,
William B. Davis to Dover, Jacob Mathews to
St. Albans, Humphrey Clark to Alfred, John
Coffin to Shapleigh, Jonathan and Eben Wil-
liamson to Starks, James Atkinson to Mercer,
Jonathan Bunker to west New York, also John
Thompson 2d, Tristram Daggett to Parkman,
Mathew Benson to Madison. Daniel Beedy to
Phillips, Peter Beedy to Kingsbury, Archelaus
Luce to George’s river, Atking Ellis to Ripley,
John Patterson to Madison, Levi Willard to
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New Portland, Samuel Look to Georgetown,
Nathaniel Chapman to Kingfield, &e., John
Goodridge, all the Moody’s, William Ladd, and
others of the poorer clags moved away after liv-
ing in town a few years, such as Samuel Long-
ley, Elisha Chesley, Aaron Whitney, Robert
Luce. More than one hundred families who
| once had aresidence in the town moved away,
' the most of whom are dead. Abraham Page |
came from Farmington, and settled first at the
head of the pond two years, then on lot No. 29,
three years, then near Rufas Allen’s in Farming-
ton two years, and at last on one acre of land
on lot No. 27, near Davis’ corner, where he died.
He built a small log house in which he lived at
cach of these places and always depended on
working outto support himself and family, was
a stout active man to work for others but had
no courage to work for himself he said because
he was such a poor paymaster. His habits were
temperate, accomplished a great amount of hard
work, lived to an old age, and was always poor,
was of a peaceable disposition, and might have
accumulated a good estate by a proper applica-
tion of his energies. No man in the country
could use an axe ora scythe with better effect
than he could and always received the highest
wages. He often cut down an acre of trees in a
day. He had no skill to manage business or to
plan or execute work, but by the day. Several
~others made two or three removals before leav-

ing the town.

The settlement of the town was commenced under
very unfavorable circumstances on account of the gen-
eral poverty of all and want of intelligence and de-
moralized habits of many, but by the interposition of
Divine Providence, remarkable success attained the ef




46 NISTORY OF INDUSTRY.

forts of a pious few, and of those who were well dis-
posed so that when the town had been incorporated
twelve years there were more professedly pious per-
sons in town in proportion to the number of inhabi-
tants than there were in the adjoining towns, settled
under more favorable circumstances and the reputation
of the town for industry, sobriety, prosperity and good
management, was worhty of commendation. The town
affairs were managed with unusual fidelity, and town-
meetings were condueted mn an orderly and correct
manner, and attracted the attention of the other towns
and induced many worthy citizens to settle in the
town, and settlers on portions of all the adjoining towns
sought and obtained annexation‘by six seperate acts of
the Legislature, until within twenty years past, when
the tide of prosperity turned. The establishing of the
town of Farmington as the shire town has induced
some of the most enterprising men of the place to re-
move to that flourishing town, some have gone to oth-
er places of business. Young men have gone to the
far west in pursuit of wealth, and some to California
for gold ; two portions of the territory have been set
off and annexed to adjoining towns, and the last cen-
sus and valuation shows quite a dimminution of per-
sons and estates: and the accessions and remaining
population are not so energetic and prosperous as be-
fore these depletions and the efforts of the present in-
habitants seem to be in some measure paralized.

It is hoped however, that as “there is a tide in the
affairs of men*” that the tide of emigration may ere
long turn and that business may revive and prosperity
be revived, and that the former good name, fame and
reputation will be restored.

The early settlers of the town have all passed off
the stage and the present actors are strangers of an-
other generation or of a third generation, who know
nothing of the privation and hardships of their ances-
tors who penetrated the wilderness' and subdued the
farms and prepared for the comforts they enjoy. May
succeeding generations act well their part, be industri-
oug, temperate and prudent, make higher and higher
attainments in everything that enables them in life,

4
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and prepares them for endless felecity in the life to

come.

W.

APPENDIX.

A List of the

Allen, William,
Allen, Jr. William,
Allen, Bartlett
Bradbury, Paul
Brown, Joseph
Brown, Samuel
Bunker, Jonathan
Burgess. Benjamin
Conant, Asa.
Collins, Lemuel

* Collins, Jr. Lemuel
Chapman, Nathaniel
Cottle, Benjamia
Crompton, Samuecl
Coflin, John
Daggett, Tristram
Daggett, Peter
Ellis, Atligns
Eveleth. James
Greenleaf, Levi
Howes, Alvan
Johnson, Thomas
Hosten, John
Johngon. James
Johnson, Abraham
Knowlton, Jonathan
Ladd, William
Luce, Daniel
Luce, Jr., Daniel
Luce, Rowland
Luce, Truman

Voters in Industry in 1805,

Marshall, John
Moody, Joseph
Moody, Iiphraim
Mathew, Jacob
Norton, Jabez
Norton, Jr., Jabez
Norton, Sprowel
Page, Abraham

Pike, Joshua ~,°
Robbins, Ammyel
Robbins, Jr., Ammuel
Robbins, Elijah
Stevens, Ebenezer
Stevens, John
Stevens, Samuel
Thompson, John
Thompson, James
Thompson, 2d, John
Williamson, Jonathan
Williamson. Ebenczer
Webber, John
Winslow, James
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Withee, Zoe
Willard, Nathaniel
Willard, Samuel
Willard, Levi
Witham, Peter
West, Jr. Peter
West, Peter

Jewett, Benjamin

List of Voters in 1855.

Allen, Benjamin
Allen, Samuel B.
Allen, Charles A.
Allen, Datus T.
Allen, Ephriam R.
Allen, Albert
Ayers, Stephen
Bradbury, John S.
Bradbury, Alfred
Bradbury, Moses
Boyden, Asaph
Butler, Peter W.

Goodridge, Nathan
Goodridge, Charles
Goodwin, Alonzo

Hatch, David
Howes, John
Hayes, Charles
Higgins, Barna A.
Higgins, John C.
Hilton, Daniel
Howes, Lot

Johnson, Henry

Johnson, George V.

Norton, William
Norton, Hiram
Norton, Samuel H.

Norton, Horatio G.

Norton, Clifford B.
Oliver, James

Oliver, Thomas M.

Patterson, David

Patterson, Wesley I

Pinkham, Cortes
Perkins, James W.
Palmer, Renel

(1)

Al
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Bryant, James
Bryant, Gilman
Bryant, Wm. M
Bearce, Silas

+ Brown, John

Combg, Irancis
Collins, Joseph
Collins, Jr., Joseph
Collins, Obed N.
Conforth, Bateman
Conforth, William
Conforth, Jr., Wm,
Conforth, Warren
Caswell, Salmon
Davis; Corneliug
Doyen, Abboft
Dagaett, Isanc
Dagpett, Francis
Dagaett, 2d, Samuel
Daggett, John .
Daggett, Wm. R.
Dutton. Josiah
Durrill, Hivam 1D,
Emery, Ira
Emery, Jr, Ira
Bdwards, Brice S.
1dgeomb, James
Bveleth, Benj. G.
Iiveleth, Joseph
Tveleth, Jr. Joseph
Elliott, Jumes
Trost, John

Togg, Asa

Folsom, Daniel
Tolsomy; Jr., Daniel
Folsom, William Q.
Frederie, John W,
Fassett, Richard
Fish, Elisha
Giardiner, Reuel
Goodwin,?John H.
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Johnsgon, Nathan S.
Johnson, William T
Johnson, Zebedial
Jefferies, George
Knowles, Ezckiel

. Kennedy, Audrew

TLee, Rowland
Luce, Moses M.
Luce, Elisha
Luce, George W.
Luce, Winthvop
Luece, Luther
Luce, Jr., Luther
Tuee, David
Luge, Newall
Luce, Nelson C.
Luee, Jessie
Luce, William I1.
Luce. Jr., Wm. I,
Luee, 2d., Wnu H,
TLuce, Warren
Luee; Joseph,
Look, Davis
Leoaver, Joseph
Teaver, John
Lewis, Willinm
Lewis, William G
Lowe, Daniel C.
Lowe, Herbert
MeLanghlin Richard
Miller, Glenrge
Mosher, John
Mantor, John W.
Mantor, Elijal
Mantor, Henry
Mantor, George
Mantor, ITivam
Mantor, Warren
Mantor, James
Mantor, Asa M,
ntor, John I,

Greenwood, ThaddensMiller Jacob
Gireenwood, Iannibal Merry, David

Gray, Obed
George, Albert S.
Gilmore, James
Gilmore, David
(4 ennings, Rufus
(181)

Norton, Obed
Norton, Ohed W.
Norton, Trestran
Norton, Benj. W.
Norton, James

Gtiven under our hands, August 9, 1855,
David Patterson, Albert Shaw, Selectmen,

Palmer, Daniel B.
Rackliffy, Henry B.
Rackliff; J, Summner
Rackliff; Samuel
Rogers, Thomas
Rogers, Thomas S.
Shorey, Peletiah
Suell, James A.
Sywift, Ebenezer
Swift, Jr., Kbenezer
Stover, Philip
Storer. Pater M.
Spinney, John
Shaw. Samuel
Shaw, Albert
Smith, Ehenezer
Smith, Elijah B.

Stoveng, James

Stevens, Oliver
Tolman, Moses
Tolman, John
Tolman, William
Tolman, Aaron
True, J. Bartlelt
Tibbetts, Andrew
Tibbetts, Benjamin
Taylor, Daniel IT.
Viles, Leonard
Viles, John I1.
Viles, Joseph B.
Viles, Dennes IT,
Weeks, Philander
Webster, Isnac
Whittien, Issachar
Whittien, James
Willig, Peter W.
Willig, Benjamin IT.
Willis, Warren N.
Watson, Simeon:
Woodstock, Alexander
Welch, William
Welch, Phillip
Withee, Zachariah
Withee, Daniel
Withee, William ¢
Willard, Haskall
Whitney, Charles
Yoaton, James .
Yeaton, Jonathan

Signed, C. B. Norton
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