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Dear COnes, -
The last day of the old year and here I am at 0708 ( by coincidence that is the time and

the A PO ) in the depot, wondering what the point is in getting up this early. Last nightg
we saw & rare MGM stinker called The Princess and the Bellboy which wast-d the talents of
Lamarr, Welker, and Allyson. Afterward we played pokdr and as a going away present we let(?)
Adt ‘win all the money! This morning I struggled into the mess hall at 0635 to find the

two Qi officers ready to zripe with me; it seems that there is a Gestspo at work to make
sure that these new hours are kept. You can imagine the gist of the combkrsation ~ one of
the officers, a lieutenant, has already a fiyet class blow-up with the 5-4, Major Moowe,
whom I described to you in an earlier letter. :

I enjoyed the Craig column on the red light district of Casablanca - it was a good picture
and an intelligent discussion. llarquis Childs wiiktes & good column, or perhaps I am just
sympathetic to his point of view. He raised the very critical point that “the word 'plan'!

~ seems to frighten many people. But the alternstive to planning may be chaos." It is the
- 0l1d idea of constructive criticism and the requirement of an alternative to meet the sitdha-

tion. But so many eritics forget it. I would seem to me that support for the Murray Bill
is pretty widespread from Bishop Omnam through the National Fawsmers Union, as well as the
various individuals on the CED; surely the nature of this support is some indication that the
Bill 1s better than the alternative of not having such 1egislatinn and that 1t is a positive
aid and logicel step in our national economy. It seems as though every letter brings
another clipping reflecting the difficulty of equitable handling of the displaced-persons
problem in Europe, especially the Jews who have no place they can or want to return to. The
problems of ratfons, clothing, shelter emphasize hore and more the need for the solution of
Palestine - if from no other point of view, it should be clear that the few peonle to be fed
from the limited continental stocks the better. :

Using the TIMES report of the Brownell speech as my basis, I do hot see anything in the

‘Republican approach which even hints of a positive policy. First of all, in the request for

clarification of our commitments, there is the assumption of secret agreements which com-
promigse the Senate; anl on the home front, Brownell has clearly come out against deficit
spendige and vresumsble the Murray $i11 and its supporting measures. Now I am all for
understanding and explenation of our foreign commitments, I am for national economy consi s
tent with our national needs, I am for free enterprise, and I am for administrative reform
as mich as Brownell is - but that is no positive program. The Republicans,unfortunately for
them, ( or should I say "ust") have still to show that they can present an effective and
logical way of bringing about what they pay lip service to. They have supported principles
and then backed down at the ramifications of accomplishing their ends. They cannot be judged
on a negative approach alone - they must offer in practicsl terms of legislation the zood
old alternative. Last night the news brought word of the shelving of the Army-Navy repart
which favored one department of Defense; the Navy and Air Forces attitude is another proof t¢
me of our need for reforms. The Navy, The Air Forces, the Army have not a single'interest'pee
se., What is best for the country is best for the Navy and the Marines. I do not believe
fhat FDR made any blanket promise to Ibn Seuwd; it hardly seems logical especially in. the
light of the Arzb claim that it was received as a result of a threat of ware

It is now 11 o'elock - just heard the news of the Truman 2ddress, which an-arently was &
verv comnrehensive outline of the nstionel nroblem; we are entering one of the most criﬁica]
Congressional sessions in the historvy of our country. The news =2lso had the noint score &t
85 for junior officers - no chenge in status for me. May 19LA is when I stert to complain.
Professor Paffer's rnew book on America's role gounds like mretty good resding; all the
revibwe credit the Columbis teascher with sn intelligent, reslistic avproach, which questions
& lot of our thought-eliches yeot is not evnicsl or »essimistic. A P editorisl touches on

the vroblems of contrplling Javsn through the Tmperor; we discussed this last night at
sunper - there must be no confusion of the fact thet while we use the emperor as a mean to
our ends, &s a8 mescenger boy, as a medium of control with no idevendent authority, the com-

pleate exercise of nower ovar every phase of Japanese 1ife rests with MacArthur. 'His job is
qot onTy to use that / control bbt to use it so that eventually he breaks down the medium




I

itseslf, It is a very delicate and long-run policy and it will hecessarily be ajiong time

the affects become clear, The first phase will be accomplished I'imagine whan)f%p‘néoﬂlé"
begin to, realize that in fact MacArthur is ruling them; it remsins to be soen /when that will
" pegin to sink in. The PM revort vaints Hong Kong ss herdly & Jewal in the Tybergl (2) record
‘of British Imverial nolicy. Yet if I recsll, Chiang agreed to British reoccupation end in
fect no Chinese representative oart101%atad in the Hong Kong reoccuaption - ( T may. be wrong.
on that detail.) There is no reason why Hong Kong need be maﬂp a major issus now; gs I eaid =
vaq+=rday, it is to be hoped that eventually th¢ island 01tv czn go through trusteeshin and
colf-determinction to return it to China., Put in & world of peace snd unity it should not be

¢ a mgjor stumbling block.

QX for now - it is reining out and I fe-1 auite depressed; pnrhans the break in the routine

with the holidays will helv me snap out of it

, Love,
Resords to Doris.




