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October is Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month, and it’s noticeable in 
the number of pink ribbons that 
decorate our communities. The 
pink ribbon, a universal symbol for 
breast cancer, appears everywhere. 
City buildings are lit up in pink. 
Even high school football players 
competing under Friday night lights 
sport pink socks, towels and gloves 
to spread awareness of the disease. 

“Sometimes [the amount of pink] 

seems a little silly, but every time 
we remind one more person that if 
they’re in a risk group they should 
get checked, that’s one more life 
potentially being saved” said Cullen 
McGough, Director of Communica-
tions and Marketing at the Maine 
Cancer Foundation.  

The Maine Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) 
claims the U.S. has the highest 
breast cancer rates in the world. It is 
estimated that over 200,000 women 
will be diagnosed with, and over 
40,000 will succumb to breast can-
cer each year, according the CDC.

In Maine in 2014, roughly 18 
percent of cancer cases were breast 
cancer, according to McGough. For-
tunately, he said, deaths from breast 
cancer have been on the decline 
since 1990. McGough explained 
that although Maine has “signifi cant 
cancer issues,” one are the state does 
well in is breast cancer screenings.

“We have a higher screening rate 
that the national average and, be-
cause of that, our mortality rate is 
signifi cantly lower than the national 
average,” said McGough. 

He attributed that success, in 
part, to the organizations, business-

community partners, and individu-
als who participate in breast cancer 
awareness month. It has been an 
eventful month for raising aware-
ness. 

WJBQ, commonly referred to as 
Q97.9, hosted its annual “Cans for a 
Cure” fundraiser, where people do-
nated bottles and cans, with the goal 
of raising $50,000 for the Maine 
Cancer Foundation and the Cancer 
Community Center. On October 17, 
the station announced it had col-
lected one million bottles and cans, 
totaling $50,000 in returns.

WMGX contributed as well. Last 
Saturday, Blake and Eva of the 
Coast 93.1 Morning Show trekked 
out to the with listeners to tie bras 
along the Casco Bay Bridge to raise 
awareness for breast cancer. The 
radio station collaborated with vari-
ous local Supercuts salons, where 
donors could drop off bras. Warner 
Brothers and Epic Records donated 
a dollar to the Cancer Community 
Center in South Portland for each 
bra donated.

On October 18, Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer hosted a 
walk at Fort Williams Park in Cape 
Elizabeth. According to its website, 
1,500 people participated in the 
event, raising over $150,000. Pro-
ceeds went to the American Cancer 
Society for research. 

October is winding down, which 
means Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month is as well. For those looking 
to participate, there are still events 
happening. One of those is Marie’s 
Closet at the Cancer Community 
Center. 

The two-day sale, created by Ma-

rie Wood in 2011, 
features used 
clothing, jewelry, 
shoes, and acces-
sories, as well as a 
bake sale. Wood, 
a survivor 
of Non-
Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma, 
raised 
$6000 in last 
year’s sale.

“Whatever we make goes 
right to the Cancer Community 
Center and they’re able to use it as 
they best see fi t,” said Wood. 

Wood is a member of the Red 
Hat Society, an international social 
organization for women, which 
helps with the fundraiser. Wood 
notes that, although the sale falls in 
the month of Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month, it isn’t affi liated with 
that movement.

“Marie’s Closet is meant for any-
one — all cancers,” she explained. 
“We’re not breast [cancer] aware-
ness, we’re into cancer awareness.” 
Wood has been involved with the 
Cancer Community Center for 13 
years. 

“We’re a very active organization 
and we have a lot of fun. When you 
can do that without thinking about 
your cancer, and being with people 
who understand and know where 
you’re at, it’s a real comfort,” she 
said.     

On October 31, millions of chil-
dren across the country will venture 
out into their neighborhood with 
friends, knocking on the doors of 
their neighbors, wearing a costume 
and asking for candy, but where did 
these traditions stem from?

According to a History Chan-
nel article put out about the history 
of Halloween, it’s believed that the 
holiday originated from an ancient 
Celtic festival known as Samhain 
where people would wear costumes 
and light fi res to ward off ghosts.

Then in the eighth century, Pope 
Gregory III designated November 
1 as a time to honor all saints and 
martyrs and the holiday consisted of 
some of the elements from Samhain. 
This is the holiday that we now rec-
ognize as Halloween.

According to the History Channel 
article, Halloween was very limited 
when America was fi rst being settled 
during the colonial times because of 
the strict protestant beliefs. Starting 
in the middle of the 1800s as Irish 
immigrants fl ooded into the US, 
escaping the potato famine, so did 
their beliefs and Halloween became 
more popular and prevalent.

By the 1950s Halloween became 
a standard practice in a majority of 
communities around the nation.

Today, according to the History 
channel article, Americans spend 
around $6 million every year on 
Halloween decorations and festivi-
ties, which makes it the second most 
commercialized holiday.

When asked about what they 
thought of when they thought of 
Halloween some students at USM 
thought about candy and ghosts as 
being typical Halloween images that 
they see everywhere.

According to The Atlantic, Amer-
icans spend $2 billion every year 
on candy alone during the Hallow-
een season, which accounts for one 
fourth of candy sold in the US.

Trick-or-treating is a tradition is 
a big part of most people’s experi-
ence with Halloween, especially as 
a child, though it wasn’t a widely 
practiced in the US until the late 
1940s.

Even when it did become a widely 
practiced custom, according to The 
Atlantic, candy wasn’t the obvi-
ous choice for things to hand out to 
children. Some would receive nuts, 
coins or even toys when they rang 
the doorbells of their neighbors.

So when did candy start to domi-
nate Halloween? According to The 
Atlantic, candy didn’t become a 
staple of the holiday until the 1970s, 
but it started as children receiv-
ing unwrapped candy which posed 
the threat of being tampered with, 
which in turn made commercial, pre 
wrapped candy the only safe choice.

An anonymous student at USM 
told us that they typically associate 
Halloween with the idea of dress-
ing up in costumes and also witches, 
specifi cally pointing the ones from 
Salem during the times of the witch 
trials.

Though not all students that were 
asked shared the same views of cos-
tumes and candy.

“When I think of Halloween, I 
think of scaring evil spirits away 
because that’s where it started in a 
lot of cultures,” said an anonymous 
student at USM before going on to 
account his childhood memories of 
running around with his friends on 
Halloween night, fi lling his pillow 
case with candy.

A study done consisting of 415 
students at a large university in 
Canada shows that for fi rst year col-
lege students, the days where the 

most drinking is done typically sur-
rounds a holiday such as Halloween 
or Saint Patrick’s Day.

So what will students at USM be 
doing on Halloween?

“I defi nitely think that a lot of 
people will probably end up drink-
ing throughout the night, probably a 
lot of parties. I don’t think a lot of 
people do any of the Halloween tra-
ditions,” said an anonymous student 
at USM.

Some other students also said that 

there will defi nitely be a lot of par-
ties going and they would probably
attend them or at least go out for
Halloween.

“There’s some sort of energy in
the air associated with Halloween
that makes you a little wilder than
usual, almost like a full moon,” said
an anonymous USM student.

Early Halloween traditions date back to Celtics

The National Retail Federation (NRF) forcasts this years total Halloween spending at at over $7.4 billion.

In modern day, Americans spend $6 billion annually on Halloween

Patrick Higgins / Free Press Staff

Breast Cancer Awareness Month in Maine in Full 

Nick Sambides Jr. / BDN Staff

Several thousand people walked to raise awareness for breast cancer as part of the Susan G. Komen Race 
for the Cure at the Bangor Waterfront last year. Other events have taken place as well to raise awareness.

news@usmfreepress.org
 @USMFreePress

Cody Marcoft
Free Press Staff

Zachary Searles 
News Editor

zach@usmfreepress.org
 @USMFreePress
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Halloween has always been holi-
day for people to dress up, a time 
when wearing the attire of someone 
you’re not feels more acceptable. At 
the University of Southern Maine, 
the multicultural center is working 
to promote cultural competency.

Last year, a situation broke out at 
the multicultural center when two 
nurses, who still remain anonymous, 
wore Ebola hazmat suits to a ‘Feel 
Good Friday’ event.

As Howa Mohammed, a junior 
health sciences major, explained 
that at the time, she was shocked to 
see two people walking down the 
hall wearing Ebola nurse hazmat 
suits. Mohammed and several of 

her friend’s were instantly struck by 
fear, not knowing whether or not a 
real outbreak was occurring on cam-
pus grounds. 

“We kept hoping that they were 

astronauts and then we were told 
that they were meant to be ebola 

nurses,” said Mohammed in the in-
terview published last year. “It just 
seemed so preposterous and insensi-
tive that someone came up with that 
costume idea.”

This incident sparked a move-
ment of education in the multicul-

tural center. Posters were put up 
weeks prior to the holiday and will 
stay up until November. These post-
ers depict people wearing different 
offensive costumes: from a sexual-
ized native american to caucasian 
people who painted their face black, 
there are many different religious, 
racist and sexist costumes that are 
considered inappropriate.

Dean of students Joy Pufhal ex-
plained that she is extremely im-
pressed by the work of students to 
get out in front of the issue of the 
potential impact of costume choices. 
As for potential perpetrating stu-
dents, she explained that educating 
is the fi rst step to solving the prob-
lem at hand.

“Most individuals have no inten-

tion of harming others,” she ex-
plained. “The initiatives we take are 
meant to increase cultural compe-
tency and encourage dialogue about 
how our actions which have no mal-
ice intent can perpetuate disrespect-
ful, offensive, and in some cases 
dangerous myths and stereotypes.”

Pufhal mentioned the incident last 
year, saying that you can be creative 
without trivializing another culture.

“As we learned fi rst hand last year 
an individual’s choice of costume 
can have an impact on a Commu-
nity,” she said. “Our job is to avoid 
this by showing people what is and 
is not appropriate.”

USM fl u shot clinics

Erica Jones
Free Press Staff

news@usmfreepress.org
 @USMFreePress

The fl u shot controversy is most 
likely one you are familiar with, 
especially so now that the dreaded 
“fl u season” has arrived.

Here at USM, fl u clinics are held 
yearly by University Health and 
Counseling Services, and students 

are encouraged to get fl u shots and 
take other health precautions to 
protect themselves and others from 
catching the fl u.

Despite the scientifi c endorse-
ment and advantages of not just 
fl u shots, but all vaccines, there 
remain people unconvinced of 
their safety; appropriately, many of 
these people do not get an annual 

fl u shot. 
The more unvaccinated people 

in any group, the more compro-
mises are made to herd immunity.

Dictionary dot-com defi nes herd 
immunity as the “immunity or re-
sistance to a particular infection 
that occurs in a group of people or 
animals when a very high percent-
age of individuals have been vacci-

nated or previously exposed to the 
infection.” 

In other words, if 99% of a group 
is immunized against the fl u, the 
1% without a fl u shot will remain 
protected from the virus.

“I understand that herd immu-
nity is important but, personally, I 
don’t get the fl u shot,” one USM 
student who preferred to remain 

anonymous said.
Herd immunity helps protect 

populations susceptible to serious 
complications from the fl u like 
people with an ongoing illness, 
adults over age 65, and children 
under the age of two, according to 
the Center for Disease Control.

Another student opposed to fl u 
shots who asked to remain anony-

mous said, 
“I don’t like that I don’t know 

all the ingredients in fl u shots, and 
the fact that they contain mercury 
sounds so unsafe.”

The truth is thimerosal, a mer-
cury-containing compound present 
in early vaccines, was eliminated 
from most vaccines in 1999 as a re-
sult of the media-perpetuated myth 

that fl u shots and other vaccines 
are the cause of autism, also known 
as autism spectrum disorder. There 
is no evidence supporting a link 
between vaccines and autism.

Troy Bennett / BDN Staff

Palmira Wilson (right), 12, gets a shot from medical assistant Shelby Heggeman on March 9 at Portland
Community Health Center.

Halloween Costumes: What is appropriate?

Nathan Baril / Free Press Staff

Halloween costumes that discriminate against any specific religion, race or sexual orientation are banned. Please be mindful and respectful of all students on campus.

krysteana@usmfreepress.org
 @Krysteana2016
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After last year’s situation, multicultural center hopes to spread awareness

As we learned fi rst hand 
last year, an individual’s choice of 
costume can have an impact on a 

Community
Joy Pufhal, Dean of Students

Krysteana Scribner
Editor-in-chief

What you should know before getting it

I don’t like that I don’t 
know all the ingredients in fl u shots, 

and the fact that they contain mercury 
sounds so unsafe

Anonymous, USM Student
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On November 1, 2014, a fi re en-
gulfed a two family home on 20 
Noyes Street killing six people. In 
the aftermath of the tragic event, 
some people in the local community 
have proposed a memorial for the 
victims: six diamonds comprised of 
small blue lights with a white orb in 
the center. However, recent neigh-
borhood objections have come up, 
leaving the possibility of this me-
morial in the hands of the city’s arts 
committee.

Ashley Summers is a coordina-
tor committee for the Noyes St. fi re 
memorial and wife of Steven Sum-
mers, who died tragically in the fi re 
last year. 

“The committee has been working 
hard since January, so over the past 
nine months has kept herself busy to 
not focus on the bad thoughts.” She 
has been one of the leading team 
members to get the “Starts of Light” 
memorial off the ground and into the 
trees of Longfellow park.

Summers said the team worked 
together with city offi cials and be-
gan working on the installation of 
electricity, but it wasn’t long before 
problems arose. Her team was able 
to raise $8,000 and install the light-
ing system in the park, but a day 
later she heard rumoured complaints 
from her neighbors that some of 
them wanted it taken out.

She  said that when the commit-
tee brought their problem to the city 
hall, they said process wasn’t cor-
rectly followed. Summers said this 
isn’t an acceptable answer for her, 
stating, “It should have gone before 
the committee a month ago, there 
was defi nitely some sort of misun-
derstanding here.”

“A few neighbors ganged up 
against us because they don’t want 
the lights in the park, but they are 
just contacting the city alone,” said 
Summers. “They are telling people 
they don’t want to change the nature 
of the park, but these lights will be 
in the tree’s above the park - it’s not 
changing the landscape. I mean, ev-
ery other park in Portland has elec-
tricity.”

“When I heard it was USM faculty 
member Laurie Davis who was the 
leader of this anti-memorial group,  
I couldn’t believe it,” said Summers. 
“One of her jobs is to connect young 
people.”

Davis was unavailable for com-

ment on her point of view, and city 
hall never responded to our request 
for information on the subject mat-
ter.

“It upsets me to know they will 
say these hateful things about our 
way of memorializing our fami-
lies and hide their names and faces 

from the public,” said Summers. 
“The worst part is, these people are 
elected offi cials and they know what 
they’re doing is wrong.”

Portland local Layne Waddell was 
extremely close with each of the vic-
tims who died in the fi re. Although 

he believes the idea of the lights 
would be a great way to memorial-
ize the lives of each victim, he’s not 
advocating for their installation.

“I would love to see [the lights] 
go up, but I personally memorial-
ize my friends in my own ways so 
I suppose it wouldn’t make much of 
a difference if they went up or not,” 
said Waddell.  “I just am trying very 
hard to put this behind me and move 
on. They were all like family to me 
which is why it’s tough to talk about 
them.

What Waddell would like to see 
happen is to see some lights  near the 
tragic scene: something to brighten 
up the dump that they have left sit-
ting there. She said that in the sum-
mer, it would also be a great idea to 
have a community garden there. 

In an email exchange between oc-
cupants of Noyes Street and the City 
Arts Committee, many neighbors 
expressed concern on the idea that 
lights would “intrusively be shin-
ing into their living rooms, dining 
rooms, and bedrooms from dusk to 
late evening every day.”

One member of the email ex-
change claimed there has been no 
neighborhood notice of changes to 
the park despite what claims made 
on channel 8 broadcast, saying, 
“there has been NO information 
provided and NO meetings have 
been held.”

Portland local April Quebedeaux, 

who knew three of the victims of
the tragedy, can’t understand why
they don’t complain about seeing
the burnt down piece of property,
but have a problem with six lights to
help family and friends grieve.

“For them to say that it would ruin
the parks character? I mean, what
character? It’s a dinky park behind a
gas station. Why not add some beau-
tiful lights that many would love and
support. Crazy.”

Portland local Marji Swanson
only briefl y knew Chris Conlee,
one of the victims of the fi re that en-
gulfed the building on Noyes Street
that night, but believes the memorial
lights seem harmless.

“I didn’t know him long or well,
but still felt heavy when the names
of the victims were released,” said
Swanson. “I’m unsure why peo-
ple would want to stop something
that shows support for the victims
friends and families.”

The panel fi nally approved the
memorial on late Friday evening,
just in time for the one year anni-
versay. The installation can only be
up 90 days, and will only be lit from
dusk to 9:00 p.m.

According to a survivor who
spoke on condition of anonymity,
his story hardly a day has gone by
since that he has not thought of noy-
es street. He explained that he feels
his opinion on a dispute over the
lighting system in the park would
be inappropriate, but does have one
thing he wants people to know.

“I treat my life differently. I check
smoke detectors. I pay more money
to avoid living next to a party house.
I hope that regulations might change
so that those six people might have
had another way out,” said the anon-
ymous survivor. “I hope that Maine
actually funds it’s fi re inspection
system, so that properties with quite
so many fl agrant violations might
not go unnoticed for quite so long.
Thus far nothing has changed.”

A memorial celebration is
planned for November 1 at 4:30
p.m. at the park. A reception will
follow at HopeGateWay on 509
Forest Avenue.

Noyes Street fi re memorial approved by committee
After a hard year of grieving, families and friends prepare for the anniversary

Dora Thompson / Arts & Culture Editor

Today, the location of the fire sits in desolate ruins, the only remaining piece standing is the foundation.
krysteana@usmfreepress.org

 @Krysteana2016
y

Krysteana Scribner
Editor-in-chief

Sam Hill / Free Press Staff

Photos taken last year after the fire broke out retell the stories of those who were lost. On November 1, 2014 six people died in the fire, leaving behind a grieving community.

It upsets me to know they 
will say these hateful things about our 
way of memorializing our families and 

hide their names and faces from 
the public

Ashley Summers, committee coordinator for the Noyes St. fire memorial

d 
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The USM community has seen 
the age range of students change 
in recent years and that’s due to the 
increase of encouragement that has 
been made to have high school stu-
dents attend college classes before 
obtaining their diploma. 

One of the biggest reasons being 
cited for this trend is because of the 
amount of money that can be saved 
in the process.

 There are many different way in 
which a student can apply and attend 
college while still in high school. 
One way is to come to USM, where 
the state of Maine and the Univer-
sity will split the cost of the course. 

Another option that can be taken 
as a way to gain credit is through 
high school independently, where 
trained staff can offer the course at 
their local place of work.

 A high school math teacher, Dan 
Deniso, teaches a college level sta-
tistics course right out of Portland 
High School, and couldn’t stress its 
importance any more.

 “A good place to start if you are 
a student in high school considering 
an undergraduate degree, is the early 
students aspirations program that 
is offered in both the Fall and the 
Spring. This program allows high 
school students to take non-online 
classes and earn credits like any 

typical student at USM can.
“Any junior or a senior in high 

school with a GPA of 3.0 or above, 
and also a recommendation from a 
school counselor can apply to take 
advantage of this program,” Deniso 
said.

 According to the Portland Press 
Herald, enrollment in University of 
Maine System early college pro-
grams increased more than 20 per-
cent in three years, from 1,400 stu-
dents in 2013-14 to 1,700 students 
this fall. 

Maine student Seth Albert started 
his college career at USM, and found 
his experience to not only start his 
college career on the right path, but 
remain in the system throughout his 
undergraduate career.

 “Being able to take these class-
es gave me an opportunity to get a 
head start in my major. It made the 
difference in allowing me to gradu-
ate early because some of those up-
per level classes are only offered so 
often, making timing a pain,” Albert 
said. “The result is that I was able to 
avoid another year of student loans 
and start working earlier.” 

 However, not all students who 
have started in the Maine system 
have stuck around, as students such 
as David Bibeau have used the 
program in high school, but have 
proceeded to pursue education else-
where.

 “As a student with a deep rooted 
interest in the social sciences and 

international affairs, I had taken all 
social studies classes offered by my 
high school,” Bibeau said.

As a senior, Bibeau was taking 
courses at SMCC about the Middle 
East and even courses on Islam.

“This opportunity was incredibly 
benefi cial, I was exposed to new 
material and subjects I would have 
otherwise not had exposure to, and 
I earned three college credits,” said 
Bibeau.

 Although Bibeau had aspiration 
to attend school elsewhere after 
earning his college credits, he com-
mended how benefi cial it was to 
save money and earn credits before 
taking on a school in a bigger city.

 “When exploring Colleges, I 
did not look into attending college 
in Maine,” Bibeau said. “I selected 
George Washington University, be-
cause Washington, DC offered me 
great opportunities for internships, 
networking, and outside the class-
room learning that would not have 
been possible in Maine.”

 Regardless of career path, it’s 
clear that students who are starting 
their college education early are 
fi nding benefi ts from it. Students 
who are taking advantage of early 
college programs are saving money, 
gaining experience, and staying pre-
pared for the future. 

Police Beat

Thursday, October 1

All out of Febreze
Drug Complaint, 40 Campus Ave, Anderson Hall. 
Investigating the report of the smell of Marijuana. Report 
Taken.

Cross-campus connect
Drug Complaint, 25 Husky Dr, Upperclass Hall. 
Investigating the report of the smell of Marijuana. Report 
Taken.

Hide your hooch
Liquor Law Violation, 25 Husky Dr, Upperclass Hall. 
Court summons issued for Possession of Alcohol by a 
Minor.

Friday, October 2

You got served
Paperwork Service, 40 Campus Drive, Anderson Hall. 
Summons issued for Possession of Liquor by a minor.

Dropping Dimes
Assist Other Department, Assisting Gorham Police 
Department.

Tag, you’re it
Vandalism, 52 University Way, Upton Hastings Hall. 
Report Taken, Under Investigation.

Saturday, October 3

Bank robbery training
Security Alarm, Sullivan Gym. False Alarm, tripped by 
Patron of the Gym. Report Taken.

Keep it quiet next time
Drug Violation, 40 Campus Ave, Anderson Hall. Smell 
of Marijuana coming from Dorm Room. Report Taken, 
Under investigation.

Sunday, October 4

Art alarms
Security Alarm, Art Gallery. Accidental Trip, Alarm reset.

Monday, October 5

Quick fi x
Medical Emergency, 34 Bedford St, Wishcamper. Subject 
transported to Hospital. Report taken.

School Street stalker
Suspicious Activity, GS1 62 School St. Offi cer 
investigated. All set, Unfounded.

A Bedford bash
Motor Vehicle Crash, 35 Bedford St. Offi cer took an 
Accident report.

Tuesday, October 6

Steering down Deering
Motor Vehicle Stop, Deering Ave. Offi cer issued a traffi c 
summons...

Police logs are edited for grammar and style. They can be 
found at usm.maine.edu/police/campus-crime-log.

Selections from the 
USM Department of 
Public Safety police 
log September 22 to 
September 28Former UMS chancel-

lor dies at 85

Patrick McCarthy, who served 
as chancellor of the University of 
Maine System for 11 years, died 
last week after suffering a heart 
attack at his Christmas Cove 
home, according to his obituary. 
He was 85.

McCarthy lead the system from 
1975 to 1986. Prior to that, he 
worked in a series of positions 
with the Massachusetts Board of 
Higher Education before being 
appointed in 1972 as Chancellor 
of Higher Education for the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts.

 The Rumford native and 
U.S. Marine Corps veteran gradu-
ated from Bridgton Academy, 
Dartmouth College, the Univer-
sity of Maine in Orono and Har-
vard University. He worked as 
city planner in Boston and lived 
in Ireland for four years, serving 
as chief adviser to the United Na-
tions mission for economics plan-
ning research.

He died on Oct. 13 at Midcoast 
Hospital in Brunswick. A funeral 
Mass was held Monday in New-
castle, and he was buried at the 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 
Cemetery.

USM to host personal 
fi nance workshop

Town & Country Federal Credit 
Union employees will be visiting 
USM on Wednesday to teach stu-
dents about personal fi nance.

“Now is a great time to think 
about what life will be like when 
you complete your education and 
enter the real world,” wrote Town 
& Country marketing specialist 
Jessica Rice in an email to stu-
dents last week. “[The workshop] 
will help you make informed fi -
nancial choices and will provide 
a glimpse of what your life will 
be like when you complete your 
education and start your career.”

The workshop will be held at 
the Sullivan Gym from 11:30 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Hosts are asking inter-
ested student to register for the 
workshop online, so check your 
inboxes for an invite.

Portland named USA’s 
second “classiest city”

Thumbtack, a private consumer 
service that ranks almost every-
thing under the sun, put together 
their list of the “10 classiest party 
cities in America.”

Portland ranked second in 
America, but don’t get too excit-
ed. The results were only based on 
one data set: the number of events 
held that hired private bartenders. 

Portland placed between fi rst 
place Sonoma, California and 

Austin, Texas.

Evo chef named Maine 
Lobster Chef of the Year

Five chefs, fi ve judges and 225 
people from 18 states gathered on 
Portland Harbor Friday afternoon 
in the name of one thing: Maine 
lobster.

The state’s top export was 
smoked, poached, pureed and 
tucked into ravioli at the sold-out 
Lobster Chef of the Year competi-
tion held at Ocean Gateway, part 
of the annual Harvest on the Har-
bor food and wine celebration.

After two and a half hours 
of live cooking demonstrations 
where clever creations paired with 
New Zealand wine were served to 
scores, Matt Ginn, executive chef 
at months-old Evo in the Old Port, 
took the crown.

“You are only as good as the 
chefs in your kitchen,” said a 
grinning Ginn, who previously 
worked at Five-Fifty-Five in Port-
land and famed Boston restaurant 
L’Espalier.

His former boss at Five-Fifty-
Five, chef Steve Corry, was one 
of several judges who decided 
Ginn’s poached lobster served 
Turkish style with hand-made 
pasta and roasted summer squash 
with yogurt and Roman beans ex-
emplifi ed the mission.

“It was remarkable,” said 
chef Harding Lee Smith, of The 
Rooms and Boone’s Fish House 
in Portland. “It was nice to see 
lobster used properly.”
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