P0 lMovember 1945

Dear Ones,

<
Last night we saw a superb movie - Mildred Pierce. It haa always pussled"when plans are
announced for the filming of James M Cadn's storied; ik this case the adap rafion was
excellent, While smoothing over the less socially adceptable elemphss of the original Cain
tne picture managed to maintiain the spirit of all the characters, and specifically Mildred
and her gaughter and their relationshipe It is the first time that I can recall seeing
Joan Crawford; ®he was the best of a fine caste ¥rom any point of view, the picture is one
of the year's tOppers, Warner Brothers really hit the nail on the head with ite Supday
night, we saw Cooper s #long Came Jones = not half bad.
Oon the whole things are quiet; Hughes and Sprague are still sweating ous transpor tution.
Plans are being made for the rejuggling of officers in order to fill the gaps left by the
mmst recent demobilization announcements; I hope that I don't catch too many extra duties.
I am woing to the infirmery today for a genmeral, annual checke-up = I am hoping that the
Ordnance office at headquarters of Sopac will request that I come down there to disa ss the
Situation of this base s0 that I can get away from Lere for a while and so that I can get !
my eyes checked at one of the Hospitals there; there are no facilities here nowe

One of the letters to the Mmes suggested that the Truman program will nol supply the
soldiers we need forooccupation police duty and that we need the continuance of strong
skkective service system, That i$ certainly true for the next year or two - only the
nature of the training program will tell as to our nedds after thate ‘The Boston “erald
was {Tightfully discouraged by the election of Cufley; the pay-off will come if he is
found guilty of the attempt to defraud with which he is being chargeds It is a dad commen-
tary on the political maturity of the citizens of Boston. As for O'Dwyer - I notided
that both Pif and the TIMES, nominally Demoeratic, expressed confidence in the mayor elect
based on the hope that he will not be tied by machine politics; as in Boston, the rule of
the day seemed to be an indifferent public and a listkess campaigne It should be a
warning to national politicians that for strength in l91¢<’/a candidate will have %o be a
crusader, willing to take the issues up and to take a stand upon them, ¥t all fits into
the picture of our national lethargye.

I note that Morgenthau came out strongly for the end of the White Paper; it is my impres-
sion that one result of the current situation is to arouse the sympathy and understanding
of non-“ionist American Jews to the point where their fear of the political commitment

is weaker than their fear for the very lives of Buropean Jewrye. I have been looking for
an editorial in the Times but I haven't caught one yet. On the general question of our
policy in @ermany; there seems to bejwave of criticism in the press pointi ng to the
growing incapability of the military to do the permanent occupation jobe The first com-
plaint seems to be that we have not directed any positive overall reconstruction pattern
as the Rissians have with parties and the support of unions and land reform; our policy in
the Fast has emphasized the reestablisiment of local govermments and seeing the trends in
these lowest level experiments. The yub is jhat our occupation isn't efficient enough and
we don't have great enough ccordination to whip this potentially good program into shape.
We still have'?t even answered the basic negative questions of the full destrucetion of
Germany's heavy infustry; with a similar lack of effective decision, the problems of
German DP's remain - those persons who find in that indecision protedtion from facing the
reward facing them for wartime activities in other regionse In ail the questions, edica-
tion, the press, administration, the newspaper men seem to agree that even with Ei senhower
the Army is incapable of doing the job as it should be done and that the contol -cocmmand
elements of adninistration whould pass into capable civilian hands with the Army serving
as simply the police force, And their arguments seem to have logice

I see that the Rotary Club gave me the benefit of my inactive service in credi tlng me -
with three years in the service. (Which reminds me - when Sem the powers that be give
due credit for overseas service in these new length of servicee rev1s1ons? being oversgeas
has become & real handicape I'll stick to my word - I'11 hold myself in check until



March - but if things haven't shaped up By them I will really blow my tope) I am looking
forward to your letter with the full story of the soldier=- pardon plea, Iaddy. I enjoyed

Aunt Pemal's letter, Mother; I am glad that she is so contimally thrilled with the prospec
~ of the happiness of her daughters-and with the devotion of their husbands. As for Irv - he
has no pity from me - for crying out loud, the guy gets home every three or fo.r months and
he continually touches new ports - he doesn't even know what being cooped up meanst I was
glad to notéghat Uncle Lou is introducing Selma to the whole family - he is very wise and
it makes me feel that she is probably the girl for him.

I see that Uncle Harold has not slowed down his pace at all and I was sorry to hear ite 1
was hoping that he would settle down and start to enjoy things but he seems ® have his
finger in more mimmm pies than evere I will walt for your letters and clippings before
commenting filly on the French developments of De Gualle's inability to f orm a esbinet

and the Truman public heal th proposalse (Right now it hurts me to igpe with the little
finger of my left hand - I had to dig out a splinter from under the nail last night and the
finger tip is sore,)

It is now 4 in the af temnoon of an easy day = the first part of the medical exam was ok;
tomorrow I will go to the Navy t get the lab work part of it donee The FM report that
management is unified and labor in disagreement at the Washington conferences is typical of
the liberal problem - the inability to stand togethere Lasor can do itskkf the biggest
injustice in the world if the AFL, CIO, and UMW don't get together or if they force issues
whicao manifestly will upset the conferencee *abhor leadership at this point must be very
acutes The news of the Senate committeeyote to give the Ush UNO delegate full participatory
powers was an encouraging note - one of the first in a long times I don't know what b mal
e of the gtalin absence from the Soviet celebrations. There can be little doubt but that he
is tiring and that the strain of years of intense and condtant activity are bound to tdl o
him - but no one can guess their seriousness, And certainly Stalin kmows it as well as
anyway and the imner councils of the Soviet ame prepared for the eventuality of his deathe.

Well, I have just about cleaned up all the letters I have to answer and I am pre tty well
up to date on my non-home »correspond_encé, The movie tonight is Love Letters with Jones and
Cotten so that it should be goode < can imagine the frouble you had keeping Uncle Lou's
engagement on the QT - I suppose that within an hour afterUncle lou told the Godfre¥s, the
whole story was oute I can't understand the Parker's not going to Devens to see Bille

All my love,

Regards to Dori se




