18 November 1945
Dear Ones,

T have just finished a short essay of & page and a half which I will retype and send to

you = it is the result of my saying that I thoughtiI would write to Bob Hale; if you wish
to sent it, or & copy of it, on to him it is all right with mee It is no more than a rehash
and an attempt to organize what I have written to you many times before... today is a quiet
ginday; it is close to moon now and I hose that I can keep my promise of writing to you at
length this af ternoon.

I enjoyed your reflective attitude of the letter of the S5th, Mothere I think that it is the
sensible a_.proach; both y u and Daddy have reached the point where relaxation should be the
order of the day and you should allow things to come to you and enjoy them to the full your
many bkkssings and fruit of your efforts of the past decadese I am sorry that the CSB head-
aches continue; with the end of the war will social service workers become more plentiful -
in other words is Miss Bowen still indispensable? Iespite her faults, Margaret wuite ob-
viously is the indi spensable person to the effectiveness and functiahing of the Bureau, It
was interesting to note that Margaret could win Mr Dgvis over to her side - it would
almost seem that she should be the paid director of the organization; but the gquestion of
sekling herself would plague her there too. You are probably right in your decision on
the school baard question,Mother; this year has been sét aside and 1 see no reason for you
to disrupt your sabbaticale. I too would favor the idea of the original nomination coming
from such a group as Edith Pitt representeds And it is my conyiction that the idea of three
vacancies is of no import - one vacancy is all you neede I gid not know that the Portland
B tary was such an *exclusive(?)" group - I think that Daddy did well,{:.n speaking before
them, What is it in Por¥land that causes things like that - isn't it 'the City Republican
Club ( I have forgotten 1ts name ) which also denies membership 10 Uncle Lou and Daddy.
Wwhen I think of things like that I get more and more ideas as to why I might want to
:bemrn to por tland after all.

It is pow after dinner - a terribie meal, and they tell us that they are going to get
worse; all the cooks are leaving on points! I have just run through some of the clippings
and I have a lot of reading to do before I can even start to answer theme I have about

a half an hour before the football game comes on and I have an idea that it will be hard tc
type with the radio blaring the football in the baekground, The PM reversal and support
of,bbrris instead of O'Dwyer with less than a week before the electio%nd when the Democr-
ats election seemed certainty wag striking journalistic policy to say the leaste It at
least was a boost to Fii's political integritye But I fear that it did no good.

As nearly as I can tell the strike picture has not cleared up to any remarkable extent,

The Truman statements, as expected, could present an iron-bound formula and nobody seems
‘much happier, What is discouraging is the refusal of CGyngress to act - it beats me: they
would rather shelve than debate, filibuster than decide., All the enployment legiglation
seems to be stymied; Oonéress's reaction to Presigential groaaang seems Yo be intransigence
and continuing inactivity. The vote of Congress to take up the mili tary service act by a
committee margin of 13-12 is typical of our problem, beadershl within Corg, ress 1s weak ang
the American party sgstem seems to be whblly on the verge of breaking downe The only
strong elements are the wnaginners® the negativists, the men who are afraid, the men who
always object and never make a pobitive or constructive suggea‘t:xon or action, We contime
to slip and slide; the lack of public interest is the key facqor and that in turn reflects
the ineffi ciency of the national political parties. I don't know what to say or what to
suggest - but it is clear thuv we are far rrom that greatness of demoecracy wnich we claim
for ourselves; we nave not learned even the simplest 1esqons‘of politiecs even now - or so
it seems. The specific question of Labor's claims against 1ndustry seems to be develop=
ing in Labor's favor with the release of the Wallace statenents concerning the true inter-

pretation of industrial profitse. One of these days the knock down drag=out fight will come,

The game is “avy-Wisconsinm - I hope W sconsin finally turns fthe trick and defeats the
lucky Mavy team that is nowhere near the powerhouse it should be., Maybe a year from today



we will be at Soldiers Field, Daddy. Things do not seem to have cleared up to any great
extent on the foreign questions. The confusing problem of disarming the Japs in lNorthern
Ghina still is & puzzler, but, as I wrote before, need not affect our basic policy toward
the Chinese salutione One thing is certain, however, there is 1little justification for our
using nationalist troops to effect surrender of the Japs when that means aour moving those
troops under our protection to position where they will manifestly be used for the purposes
of civil ware ‘the picture in Java looks better; there seem to be indications that the
Drteh are ready for negoita thon and that the less interfering the British do the happier
both the Diteh and the Indonesians will bee

Now I come again to your discussion ( letter of Nov 2) Daddy, of the wuestion of political
Zionism as related to non-political work for the end of the White Paper., Your arguments

- saund all right, but my doubts remain serious .- to my mind it is too late for the Zjionist
groups to renounce policial “ionism and comvince anyone of their sincerity. And it seems
unlikely to me that ei ther non-Jews and Arabs throughout the world or non-Zionisth in Americ
a wéuld be won over by such a move, I have a great many clippings on Palestine which I
have not digested yet and they will probably be the occasion for later comments. My general
feeling is still that although it is obvi s that current pressure must be placed o2n open=-
ing the gates of Palestine, there can be no official remnciation of the platform of polit-
ical integrity and guarantees to the Jewish commnity in Phdestine, the platform whose
logicar conclusion is the majority commonweal the The Foreign Policy Bulletins are
pretty fair, Mothere In answer to your suggestions that I do sone serious writing, I think
that the Psych course will do the trick in filling up my free timee I think I will take
time out now and type for you that 1ittle piece of minees Ang that will be it for now -

411 ny love,

itea

Fegards to Dorise.



