. 3y 17 November 1945
Dear Ones, ¥

: gt
Nej ther Hughes ( going home with 62 pcfinfés ) oor Sprague ( Dew Bealand Bound) got off
todaye It is now 3:30 and aLl the lads have trouped over to the theatre for orientation.
This morning we heard a §lash that the points had been reduced to 55 for the men and that
officers had dropped only to 73, but that new length of service provisions were going into
affect to clean out all the pre-Pearl Harbor scldiers = but we have heard no more menti cn
of it and I will save my reaction to it until it is o nfirmed. I almost blew my top when

I first got wind of the report. Some more mail came in - all clippings escept for a letter
from USAFI; they told me that I could get that Psych course all at once and sent me the
papers and information. I filled them out and sent them toge ther with a money order for
$13.50 to Wisconsin, I imagine it will be about a month before the course itself arrivese
It is now something to look forward to, Last night I felt the urge to write so I dropped
Carl Wiggin a line some time after I sealed up my letter to youe I asked him his a tti tude
toward the Truman proposals about miliafy training, And this noontime I wrote a letter to
Uncle Lou and amther to Selma, So I am pretty well up to date, The Colonel went down to
Moumea for a Court Martial{ So things may be quiet for a while, The movie tonight is
Uncle Harry and that should be all right - George Saunders can usually be counted upon for
a good performanee. My work is fairly up to date and tomorrow mhould be restful e

It is row 9 P and the picture was wonderful = until they had to stick a lbollywod,

ar tifickal ending on ite If you see it, just pretend that it ends as Geraldine Fi tzgerald
walks down the hall - that is where it should have ended. She is a superh actress, I
would like to see her in something other than the role of a Bitech, howevere Saunders lived
up to expectations too. Now to go through some of your accumulated le tters - November 3
through 7th, I think they covere I am glad that my mail is coming through well; some of
the fellows have heard from their correspondents that mail going stateside has peen
irregudbr oo, You have answered a lot of my questions - I had often wondered about Ted
Perry. Let me know, of course, if you ever do get up to date on “suis D B Gilberte I am
glad that we have the release-leave-release- reserve question cleared up, 1 just heard
that the news of the point reductions is practically official = as I understand it all
four year men and four yearwthree month officers are to be released: that is finesall
pre-lecember 7 men should be oute As for the provision for the three time fathers, that is
OK since most of them are out on points already anywaye. BUT - theépoint reductions bother
me; wuy don't they scrap the system of ficially as they have actually, Jerry Caples has
enough time but only 68 points - so he gets out as pre-PH but not on points. And what kingd
of a reduction is a 2 point reduction?? My godfrey =- these are just my first reactions
and there may be fuller information which has not reached mee, The officer si tuation!s
more confused than before to my mind and it looks as though a certain group is getting

the screws put to it - the overseas officers, with anywhere from eighteen to thirty months
overseas and no glimmer of hope as to getting out. The enlisted men are complaining that
the reduction was 5 instead of the expected 10 points and they are justified at that, too,
But I am more concerned by the hel ter-skel ter method, the lack of system, the compromises,
the unfairness, the inequalify of the way the Amy is handling this thing than by the
question of the gpecific reductions - needless to say, my own picture is about as black as
the queen of spades, It looks as though March of 1947 would be overly optimistice Db not
mi ganderstand me - the Army is not at fault in the immediate gquestion; whether the Amy is
at fault becawse of lack of popularity and the resultant lack of volunteers and confidence
in its promises is not the question. The Army bas a job to be done = it cannot do it with-
out men; I have rehashed these things over and over again = the burden is on Congresse I
am seriously considering writing a letter to Bob Haleeees but emough of this, needless
to say, chins are hanging low around here once moree

The: complications arising out of the handling of the Children to Palestine contribution
problem seem to have run true to form, I think that your attitude is right Mo ther, and
apparently Annabel knows what the situation is, even if MHirs, Caplan's enthousiasm carries
her too far, The community can take only the attitude that the Federation is the Agency
which must handle this pwoject; these special efforts if they are o be effective and
heal thy camnot be directed at Jewish contributors. I am glad that you told Fou?mer
about St Cyr - he will be on his way next week; he has some 68 points. Did Charlie Patch



ever contact you? So far, I guess Joe Marotta is the omly one who stuck to his word about
contac ted people back home when he returned. -

The clipping about HB's activity looked good - more tangible evidence of your leadership

and ability, Tootse It is a good thing that Mrs Craig puts more care in her column than she
did in her letter to you,Mother; it was a little disjointed, to say the leaste If I ever
have the opportunity to aceept her invitation I certainly wille #s yet no XiAs mail has
come through « I*'ll let you kmow when it doese I have no needs -« except for the socks I
bought I don't want to restock with underwear until I get homeo I heven't worn an undershirt
for months and I have two shelves of them in my hot=locker; and there are no jockey-type
shorts avaibable here - I have plenty anywaye ‘The confusion over the resignation of Campbell
which turned out to be Gimble sounds amusing now - I imagine at the time it was confusin®
and not amusin' as little Abner would say, Thanks for the summary of my bond situatione °

- Whibkh reminds me ~ you have never given me a definite answer on what my income tax status is
- or what I have to do #o register as a votere I can get no information here on ei ther subject,
how about _cpecld.ng up for me, huh? I am willing to pay a moderate retaining feell

Godd for Dave Sackuoff - he can have all his majorities and 1lt-colonelcies - oh, just get

me home into tweedsil I guess it is a good deal for him since he can see nothing to be gaine¢
in going out into the cold cruel eivilian worlde i thaven!'t given any orientations lectures
and I think it ic too late to start now, although Jerry would be glad to have me take over
one of these Saturday afternoonse I'll be looking for the inside story on Uncle Heine's

new venture. Has he moved from Lynbrook - what gives? I hope you have included me in the
bir thday messages to the fanily whom you mentioned as celebrating their natal days this
monthe Your meiki@mning of Aunt “tta's talk with Uncle Lou, and the tie-in of Uncle Heine
sounds like real family politics again - I'm all ecarse. I hope that Aunt Etta doesn't feel
hurt on Sonia's account - interpret it as +da's influence over hers. Ab, me .o I wonder.
Thanks for all the details that you have, Mother - I am trying to keep the Kahns straight

as well as all the high diplomacy of inspection trips disguieed as buying twips for a coat
for Rithie, The detail of whipping out the picture of Uncle Lou sent me into hysterics and
everyone in the office looked at me in amazementll What techmique =- a littke #irect, but
obviously effectives I an glad that at this point everyone is pleased.

I spent an hour or so trying to figure out the fanily of dunt Sarah Thwwman and finally
gave it up - anyway, I checked and Jerome Kumin's ship hasn't been in for months - Aunt

Amne did send me the name of his vessel, There is no doubt about it - I need a catalogue

of the Thurman and Bernstein clans and in-laws if I am ever to keep them straight. When you
get started telling a family story there scem to be a million and one sidetracks what

with all the aunts uncles and assorted cousing; it is a good thing that divorces are not
prevalent of the confusion would be unbearable, ( I refer you to Frank Sillivan's hilarious
parody of Cholly Knickerbocker which deals with the Vanderbilt family an d pretends to try

to straighten it up for the records - it is Subtreasury of American Humor, by EBWhi te, which
we ought to have if we don't have it already.)

0K for tonight - I will maké tomorrow the occasion for a longer letter and try to get
through some of the stagks of clippingse

“11 my love,

Regards to Doris



