15 November '

Dear Ones,

Well, so far things are quiet on guard - I hope the moon and the good weather hold up
throughout the night. Today I swent running around like mad trying to pkease everyone

with my report on the ammunition loss - it's a great life., Sporague is getting his New \
Zealand leave 8o =2t least one of th= Ypdnance nersonnel is hamiys I guess that there must
‘be definitely no shivs coming in - otherwise Trosver never would have resleased him,I loaned’
him 440 to held him have his soree,. The movie tonight was not bad, the change was Ddlea-

"gsanb,

It serme as though everv time I look around 1 am struck by the jam the Army has got itself
into - the rub of course is that since I am stud for a while I find myself nelted with the
various odd details. which result from the Army nredicament. The first vroblem is that the
Army doesn't have a friend in the world - even the stronge§€ survorters of post-war service
program vredicate thelr suovort on overall Army reform; they are not sudporting the present
set—un. The result is a terrible dilemna - first Congress says "Get the Boys Homa" then
.they =2dd, as they squeak through in e 13-12 committee vote, that they are hesitant about
offering a sunoly of new boys; at the same time the »ressure ¢ontinues to do the nolice and
occunation job and to keepn ell the vroperty, salvage everything. I am just a little joksr
on the piddling island of Santo - bt I literally can't throw a used plece of Kleenex away
‘without clearing it through s liguidation committee, We smend mors time making out forms,
waiting for answers, conducting euctions, making ont new forms and revorts than eventual
sales are worth, Wveryone overseas is a small scale EBisenhower - mavbe the JobD is not
occunation without troone, bmt it ecales down to the same thing. The Army has failed in the
most imvortsnt thing - its strength lay in its military necessity; it did not build a.
Femocratic nrestige for the day when it would neesd it. And I can feel sorry for Fisenhower,
if he has the IO equivalents of Trosver and Moore and Spalding and what have you to carry
out his ordsrs, there is little wonder that the occunation gets Elightly fouled un....

I spent some two hours with Spalding today - touring sround the dump: he is like a combi=-
nation Army commander and childish grendfather. I hove that my original suspicidncthat he
is basically harmless continues to be borne out., One thing the little trin around the dump
did for me was remind me how little I know sbout ammuntion - it is almost funny. I am
stumped for something to say - no meil,

It ig now early evening of the.lBth; &s you can eee I never did add anything to the letter
I started lest night, Nothing hanvened on guard. I spent the whole morning in disagreement
with Trosper and Moore - the arguments are over such mtty things, but my patience and my
temper really are under a severédressurs, Najther of those august gentlemen have the knaek
of lesdershin. Someone told me that there is & new name for the codttion of this island and
I think it is good - "Trosverity." This afternoon I got scaked to the ekin counting the
bombs we have left in our old dumn; you should have seen Bob Rsuth and me plwwing over
roads long gone, crashing-through the heavy undergrowths, searching for the bomb areas with
a rough mad as a gnide, stumbling around in the wet and steamy jungle, end couting the Dbig
thougand and five hundred vounders with ouf feet - that is,scrambling over them and :
counting as we touched them through the overgrown grass. Cur Khakis and sho@s were sosked -
I guess-I looked live a drowned rat, and the jeep picked un enough green stuff so that it

talk with more. When I get away from this of fice and can look at things with a bstter
nersmctive, I cen laugh, but they really make it uncomfortable trying to work with them in
here, I never thought ﬁ?sce the day when I would be mixed up with aircraft bombs - my
casvalness was best symbolized I guess when I drove into a group of thousand nounders and
jounced around unconcernedly., Of course they are unfused and not dangarouw - I trust, The
movie tonight is just too much for me end so I am skinning it, and hesides oo ‘

Mail ceme ih - 21 letters from home ( first week in Novembar, except for three clipping
envelopes from mid-Octoberl)) ‘a note from Aunt Anne and an Alumni Bulletin, When this mail
came in I finally threw away all .the old d inpings which I had neveh commented on - they were



getting to be encient history. Vow, of gourse, I have an amnle new batch to carry me
through the week-end. Contrary to my clstom of going through end answering letters as I
come to them, I must say that I was thrilled with the late news of Uncle Lou's engasgament,
As you know by now, I ran right down and sent a second radiogrem to him, congratuddting him
boeth for his engagement and “is birthday - earlier in the day I had sent my dbirthday radio
to Daddy. I think that Uncle lou mrobsbly ¥nows what hes is doing and I am sure that he will
be happy; the family anproval is a hapny sign - I take it that my good uncle got a lot of
saupport! I will write to both him and Selma -~ you realize that now we will definitely have
to by a cariil! ( Are we going to have this "Aunt" »roblem with Selma, Mother? Rafer to
the famous case of Bernstein vs, Bernstein, circa 1938, on tha question of "Msl" or'Aunt
Bl 't Luiind :

I'am:not very penpy tonight -~ and this letter msy not bhe too sharv. Tya guard routine does
cut intc the sleep., As I read over what I said about Uncle Lou it doesn't seem to say
exactly what I mean - but you snd he now what I mean anyway...lot's see now., I got the
Ramblings,Toots - and it really looks lie a good job.- it hardly seems like 5% years since
I left the Bablowed halls of Stevens Avenue. I must admit that the picture of Carl Wiggin and
the news that Deering lost a couple of football games were the only familiar notes! Your
editorial was good, HB - and your name looks good on the masthead., This is real proof of
your activities and it must make you feel good. No doubt about it now, ¥hen I wander back to
vigit the old alma mammy I will be pointed out as HB's brother - they may add that I was
lost in the Bouth Pzcific after the war had ended!

One of the October letters brought & summary of Cottage news - I was abways surpdrised that
Ralf Martin had undertaken any construction with the war stilllon € which reminds me: will
vou make out and sénd to me a list of peone to whom you thing I might sen'd New Year notes of
greeting - make it select and small eince with no V-meil, I will have to use plehty of
ingenuity to whi» u» anything of any length.) I really enjoyed your nicture of the incident
of the boating trip, Mother, I see that the pace and nersonalities of social life at the

cottage have not changed - and neither has the seamanshipll ( What ever happeded to the-
Pines twinst) I teke it that! Portland is gradually whinning into its old civilian model and
form - whould I say "whipping" or just "slouching® I se~ on the back of one of the old
clippings that double features still held forth in Poptland - I wonder if I will ever he able
to sit through one again, It is funny how in less than s month the apinions expdressed
by columniste and commentators can be comvletely disvroved - it s reminder of how fast a day
an sge this world we live in is. A month ago the London failure was still news - now the
Washington atomic »rovesals came up and as I exmected offer to Russia a realistic two-phase
basis on which the world order can be Built., Shina and Java have exploded, Palestine still
simmers close to the boiling woint,

Well, I'm going vwn and get out my val-pak - 8Snregue wants to borrow that too! OK for now -
" ,

-

All my love. .

Rnnvrds to Dorls




