N U

2 November 1945
Dear (Ones,

I'1l start this letter now - mail came inl\today, through the 24th of the month - no word
hag been heard on the mail that is &till missing. I just went up to be paid = the bage
does not have a finance officer and so an officer hasg to fly up from SoPac with the cash
far the payroll - and I took the letters that came from home up to the tent so that I can

read them at leisure and sort out the clippingse I also heard from Bill Snower, Grandma
" and Grandpa Thurman, and I received the Alumni Bulletin, Yesterday I got a note from The
. New Palestine telling me that with the end of the war I would no longer receive the

publication overseas but that if I desired they would send it to my home address faor as
long as I am in the Army plus six months, I think that this is both a good gesture and
excellent publicity worke I assume that you subscribe to the New Palestine, so there would

" be little point in our receiving two copies - however, even though it is a form letter, I

do want to answer it, so please let me know definitely that you do ( or do not) receive

the magazine at Bol ton Street. 0K? The mail also brought the AJC Reporter - again
conspicuous for its ignoring the Zionist question. nc>wever the lead editdtial did etate
unequivocably that the AJC favors the abolition of the White Paper. I cannot help but feel
that the AJC and the Z0A could end their unnecessary schism under the impetis of the proper
leadership - there must personal rivaliies and disputes which block even the most bagic
agreement and recognition between the two major groupse The editorial poliecy of Commentary
might be indicative of the prevailing winds -in the AJC, It is one thing to have separate
organizations, it is another to hmve the lack of ccordination discolor the entire picture:
efflective leadersghip and group spirit could meld the AJC, Z04, UPA, and JIC into an inte-
grated confederation to represent the various aspects and interests of the American Jewish
secular communi by, :

The Spptember 22nd Alumni Bulletin was hard to read = Bob Lagker, Andy Welch were but two
of the many memberg of ocur clags to give up their lives; it hurts even more to learn of
their deaths so long after the war has ended. I see that the letter to the Bulletin lagi
spring which so arocused me was answered in a #imilar vein in this isse. I will have to reag
‘the entire issue carefully, for it containg a study of the Buck report. I see that Frisky
Merriman has passed away; no more will Freshmen be awed by hig striking figure, iisten %o
him say " Gentlemen, let me impress uyon you that the Middle Ages were slow, 810w, ... slow,'

or watch hip)tie the eraser to the string to demonstrate the pendulum swing of man's course.

from libe®ty to security and backe How I wish I were back at collegel

I+t is now after 8 = the movie ig another stinker = I hate spent the lagt hour or so sorting
clippings. Thorpe tellg me that we got a radiogram which di sposes of our ammnition and
that it will mean that he will stay here for a while - that doesn't make me feel at all bad
We are pretty close to having our problems licked - we are auctioning off the vehicles ®

““the Prench, for low priceg it is true but better than dumping in the ocean would bring, All
we need is a little shipping and the picture would not be too bad,

Palestme ig the first topic of the clippings. The Press Herald edbtorial did no more than
scratch the surface in pointing out the need of US-British cooperation in solving the
issues at stake; and when the editorialigt did go beneath the surface I did not like his

_attacks first he says that ®°ritain is anxious to maintainforder in the area astride her

empire life line,., when Rusgia seelts to extend her influence in that general direction.®

‘Later, he continues " We will not be serving our responbibility if in our zeal to help thos

who have our emotional interest ( surely not the Arabs - STB) we alienate the Britisho"
That atti tude is wrong from the word go = we are in the driver's sears it is our standard
not the British Empire which should determine our decisions We Mmist outline our prigciples
and our policies and see how the British Empire stacks up in the light of them = this idea
of not alien&ting Britain migt not be misconstrued to blind support of Empire policy,
Secondly, even the most unsympathetic analysis mgst admit that the cauge for opening Pales-
tine is based on more than "emotion,*® :Lastlyy, our stake in the British Enpire does mot
gain in stature by portraylng it as opposing Russia - that is balance of power from the
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But enough for the surface yet revealing comments of the Press Herald = now to come to
the discussion of the Harrison report. It is agreed that the element of time is greatly
involved in the dispute between Harrison and Eisenhower; the fact remains, howefer, that
by Eisenhower's own admisgion conditions are difficult and that the trouble lies not in
unwillingness but in dhabliity to meet the Harrison standards. The Bposton Herald came
close to the truth is showing that the emphagis of the dispmite comes from the viewpoint
which the two personslities take, I do not doubt but that Eisenhower is doing his pergo=-
nal begt, and it is probably ftrue that@éx,the carrying out and interpretation of his
commands decisions are made which migh in exact accord with that of the Commander.
But my feeling is that the Harrison report highlighted the Buropean problem =~ it started
Congressional discussion, it stirred newspaper interest, it revehded that the condi tion of
the digplaced person in Burope is desperate at best whether or not our forces are doing
all within their power. The Byrnes statement to the effect that nothingwill be
decided in US Palestine policy without consul tation did little to clarify the basic
mrqaestions. |

The “ew York campaign seems to be reaching new peaks of intensity - it was not at all
unexpected that PM came out for QfDwyer,What was a little surprising, I imagine, was
“Lerter' g candor = he discounits Goldstein as the result of the Republican'g failure to
“f1{¥1 the La Quardia gap with a man of real stature; indicating that Goldstein‘ﬁéicord ag
a political chameleon reveals a compromige for weakness. The PM support for O'Dwyer is
baged frankly on hig ability as a politician, administrator, and progressive, Of one
thhing I am convinced - the NY voters must be sick and tired of hearing the Commnist,
Temmany, ¢tc line battered back and forth; I-know that I am just from reading the
clippings. These charges and counter charges have ceased to be issues at alle. The tegx
i ggue seems to be the first real point of discussion and even that breaks down into
attacks and defenses of Governor Dewey and the Republican control at Albany.

I gee that the Press Herald gave you top billing in summarizing the PTA conference,
Mother = there is at least one keen reporter on the paper, anyway$ Have you ever recon=
sidered running for the school board = or perhaps the new Council?? The German
War Crimes trials seem to be underway in effective order; there is agreement and there is
“afficiency in the procedure., The charges and specifications against individuals and
organizations make it clear that we are determined and on solid ground. We also seem to
have solved the basic difficul ties in the definition of what degree of participation in
Nezi German official life constitites guilt; we have shown that we are prepared to fodlow
the trialg through to their logical conclusionss, The agreement on the plan for the
detention of almost a million Germans is the first sign of this, The japanese picture '
on this score also gives promige; but the scope of the Nipponese trials seems to be
smaller in view of the hierarchical and feudal nature of the Japanese regime and its
strenghilty, The break-up of the economic feudlal control organizations 1s egually importasit
ag the punishment of proven military and political criminalse

The threat of a strike of workers in the Portland Pyblic works system interests me; off
hand the requests of the labor groups do not sound unreasonable to mee. low to get to
some of your letterss your report of how you-packed Daddy's bag sounded familiareMother
one of my biggest problems in the Army was lesrning to pack - how I longed for those

days when I would lounge back while you decided what I would and would not take back t
Cambridge with me, I hope that the radio'repair problem was solved quickly; if I recall
correctly no one in the hougehold at 18) ever mastered the technique of changing a tube,
let alone fool with the wiring or try to repair the machinea! ..

OK for tonight - I have a good backlog to give me something to write over the weekend =

Regards to Doris.
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