30 Cctober 1945
Dear Ones,

Last night I was straightening out my list of address when I ran across an emvelope from
Uncle Harold - I couldn't imagine why I h.d saved it until I reopened it and found a $5

money order inside: the date on it was Mareh 5, 1945« "o I cashed in my birthday present 7 O
day = only seven months lated Thorpe has settled down today and things are going smoo thly;
the weather is miésemabl@f hote I'11l see "Dodge City" tonight while.I am on guard - the Officer
of the gugrd has a new ty: keeping the Tonks and black natives out of the movie - the white
Brench are all rights Huune Last night at the table we were discussing the Negro problem
after the war -there.were T.wrpe (New Yersey) Charlie Everitt (Georgia) George Hal ler (Calif.)
Bob Howes ( Massachusetts) Charlie Fontenay ( Tennessee) and I at the table and I was the
only one who maintainéd that the approach to the po st war questions must be to raise the
Negro's standards and effective rights rather than to "put them back in their placest My
arganents Wbout prejudice and democratic obligations within our society jus$ bouncedl off them,
1t was another reminder to me of the importance of effective liberal organization and leader=
sgip after the war - the possibilities for driving wedges into the world for which we have

be fighting are myriad.

The clippings and letters are all answered except for one batch on strikes and the other

on the question of the freedom of the press and the type of infommation which the American
reading public is givene The clippings deal primarily with the PM treatuent of Road to
$rfdom and the Seldes blasts from IN FACT, In my original comment on R 1o S I think that I
pointed out that al though Hayek's general thesis was wonderful stuff for the Laissgez-faire
boys, he never allows himself to be pinned down to opposing all planning or even to a
specific definition of what degree of planning he does opposee Sibsequent criticism has

borne me out, I think - I heard over the radio and subsequently received from you the Chicago
Rou%%TTable di scussion from wich Hayek emerged badly bruised. If the leader of the discussion
had ,S0ftened up the ending, you would be justified in saying that Hayek as much as adnitted
that the exploitation being given his book in the Aperican market was entirely unjustifedd and
that in faet he thought that planning in a great many instances was heal thy and necesgsary for
the USe  Serfdom is not especially dangerous for the idcas il produces - thinking people
will question them before accepting them, and with people who accept them unquestioningly fron
the start it doesn't make much diff.rence anyway. What is indicative is the exploitation

and publicity of the book = lhe Headers Digest, the Heart papers, the Luce Publications, LOOK,
and what have you - these elements put a light on the question of government planning which
cannot be swallowed without digestion. 4 g.od percentage of the reading public will read the
digested versions at most; many will only read the blackest headlines and paragraph headings.
I do not agree wi th Hayek, but I am not saying the boom behind Serfdom ig wrong - everyone is
entitled to such self expression and its follow-ups - the important things are that the public
know who is sponsoring such a book and why they are sponsgring ite Vhen PM takes a stand you
know why - the same cannot be said for the NAM.

That brings me to the main Seldes thesis - he does not hold it alone; he is merely in the van
of almost all the spokesmnen for the Lef t of Center groups in the country, from Pearson througl
Robert Sherwood, The thesis is simple = Seldes claims that elements in big business are
strong enough through their advertising and through the very fact that publishing is big
business to lead to subtd® coloration and distortion of press coverage of critical isgies.
The Chicago Tribune is not subtle - it is the opposite of PM, more or less = but the other
press gervices are because they will not adanit or generougly reveal their coloraticns, Seldes
in his analyses of the treatment given Russia, Tito and Mihailovitch, New Deal legislation,
L genhower's statements conceriing cartels, is constantly plugging amay on these points; his
newsletter is like a weekly "Under Cover" - it is saturated with details of NAM traffic with
known native Fascists_(and similar movements}in its attempt to counteract the omission of the
items from normal press coverage, Very oftcn it seems as though Seldes is one of 'he sources
for Pesrson's revelations and for men like Harold Segal who exposed native fascism for the
Scripps-Howard papers. Naturally Seldes gives emphasis to labor news and a . tempts to expose
the misleading treatment labor news is given - anexample is his repring from Harpers of the
figupes showing “mmy=-Navy AWOLS to be higher by percentage thaim Union gtike losses 1n man



4§ !
their children, <+ guess that “isenhower is the logical man to replace Marshall but I do
not 1like the idea of his leaving Germany in less capable hands tnan his own, There may be
repi titions of tne “atton incident at lower, but just as impor tant, levels, The War
Depamtment probably wants £i senhower around for the showdown tn the question of combining
- the war and navy depar tments, The Cunningham explanation of the Yatton incident almost
bowled me over - not only was it directly contradictory to the reports of repponsible
correspondents, but it was contradictory to what Patton himself admitted the next day unde:
Bisenhower presasure, Qinninghambs attempt to build up Patton at the cost of planting
undoaumen tedan ti -t ssian terroristic stories is hardly justifiable; Patton's reldédef from
the ‘occupation detail in no way reflects on his soldiering as Cunningham infers, LaGuardic
and his active campaign for Morris seem to be building up the cresdendo of the election=-
eering; his attack on both the "major" candidates was really hi tting hard.

I gee that Harvard is playing Yale on the lst of December at New faven = I ho.e that the
caliber of the Crimson s play improves: I did not especially like the Tufts and “ew London
scoresd That is about tt for tonight - I'll mail tuis in the morning =

- Thursday morning -

“ince I have stopped playing cards and because of the poor quality of the movies, I have
been able to get to bed early these past few days. The heat of the day seldom leaves me
feeling very peppy at night and I try to limit my reading now so that my eyes won't tire
too quieckly. The result is that I have been getting to sleep early and getting up early
and I really feel refreshed.in the morning. That explains why at 7 in the morning I am
down here contiming this letter to you.

Thanks for the sports and drama clippings from the Times, From all the reviews I take it
that the Morgenthau book pulls bo punches in outlining a policy of stripping Germany of it
economic potential for war. It is encouraging to note!in the News broadcasts that ous
military chiefs in both Asia and Burope have taken steps to destroy the cartel systems and
the economic structures of our enemies, We are gradually getting closer to the effective
enforcement of our FPotsdam proposals. te aftermath of the London conference failure -
that ig, the Byrnes' sgpeech = by its very frankness and honesty helped to clarify the
issues involved and to make eventual ironing out of difficul ties more easy. Byrnes very
well knows that his greatest strength lied in an informed American public; the clearer

we are on where we stand, the firmer groung our negotiators are on. So far I have only seei
the commentaries on the Byrnes' talk but I take it that he explained thgt the question

was one of the method of making our internatiocnal settlements, not the natire of those
agreement s, . ;

Well, that about covers what letters I received vesterday - I am now hungry for some more
maill

All my love,

Hegards to Doris




