Hyannis, Ma. — Jade & Sarsaparilla
will be at the Sheraton Regal, Rte.
132, this evening and Sunday, March
14.

tues

Boston — Integrity meeting, Emman-
uel Church, 15 Newbury St., 8:30 pm
(Eucharist at 7:30). Loretta Lottman

speaks on supporting gay rights bills
for '76.
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3
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Hartford — Symmetry Service pre-
sents an opera party (Flying Dutch-

man). For ticket info call (203) 523-
4797.

Boston — Jade & Sarsaparilla will be
at the Charles Playhouse, 74 Warren-
ton St., tonight and Saturday at 11:30
pm. Admission $2.50.

Cambridge — The Harvard-Radcliffe
GSA ‘Second Annual Film Festival,’
Part Il: World Premiere of film by Micki
Dickoff about coming out lesbian,
“Monday Morning Pronouns” plus a
series of women’s short films, starting
at 8 pm at Harvard University’s Burr
Hall, just across from the northeast
corner of Harvard Yard (across the
street from Cambridge fire station)
Admission $1.50, for info call 498-4236
or 495-1927.

Boston — Dignity March lecture will
be given by Prof. Caroline Bynum
(Church History, Harvard Divinity
School) ‘A sociology of the women'’s
issue’ 8 pm St. Clements Church, 1105

.Boylston St.

Boston — B’nai Haskalah (Boston’s
Gay Jewish group) invites everyone to
its annual Purim Party in Old West
Church, 131 Cambridge St. at 9 pm
(doors open 8:30). People interested
in performing in the Purim Play should
contact Esther at 265-6409 before 10
am weekdays.

13 sat

Cambridge — Harvard Radcliffe GSA
Film Festival. See 12, Fri., for info.

14 sun

Cambridge — Spaghetti dinner and
variety show for Gay Men’s Center at
the Old Cambridge Baptist Church,
Harvard Sq., at 6 p.m. Tickets are $3,
should be bought in advance at Gay
Men’s Center.

Boston — Gay Men’s Center sponsors
Spaghetti Dinner and Talent Show at
Old Cambridge Baptist Church in
Harvard Square at 6 pm. Tickets $3
available at Center. Limited tickets, so
buy them now. For info call 338-7967
or 734-7998.

Cambridge — GAUNE meeting, first
floor parlor, Phillips Brooks House,
Harvard, open discussion on ageism,
2-4 pm.

15 mon

Cambridge — North Cambridge Gay
Men’s group will meet for its first
social gathering at 8 pm. For more
info call 661-9362.

16 tues

Boston — DOB discussion for women
on S&M. Women openly into S&M will
be there. Read GCN article of Feb. 7.
At 7:30 pm, 419 Boylston St., room
323!

20 sat

Boston — DOB sponsors dinner and
Dutch auction. St. Johns Church,
Bowdoin St. (near Gov. Center).
Admission $1.25, children 75c. Bring
goodies (books, food, treasures, etc.)
to be auctioned. Starts at 5:30 pm.

21 sun

Cambridge — Women’s Square Dance
at Cambridge YWCA, 7 Temple St.,
from 2-5 pm. Music by Vermont Wo-
men’s Band, The Northern Spys.

Providence — Dignity monthly serv-
ice, the third Sunday of each month.
Info write Box 2231, Pawtucket, R.I.
02861 or call (617) 754-6029.

22 mon

Cambridge — Benefit for Rosie’s
Place at Bread & Roses, 134 Hamp-
shire St., 7:30 pm. Women’s music
and theatre.

Submit Calendar itms to Calendar Editor,
GCN, by noon on Wednesday prior to
date of publication.

Can Lovers

Jill Raymond on
Sack Theatre Boycott, p. 1
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Sack Theatre Boycott Begins in ‘Snufl’ Protest

By Neil Miller

BOSTON — A massive city-wide
boycott of Sack Theatres, Boston’s
largest movie theatre chain, has begun
here after the Sack chain booked the
movie, Snuff. The film, which depicts
the murder and dismemberment of a
woman, has been under fire from gay
and women’s groups throughout the

tics, forced the film out of center city
Philadelphia to a suburban locale.
The Boston effort to force Sack
Theatres to stop showing the film,
which opened last Friday at the Gary
Theatre in Boston’s Combat Zone, is
being coordinated by Ellen B. Davis,
head of Gay Media Action. Judith

Allan Shackleton, distributor of ‘‘Snuff,’”” during WBCN radio interview m

Boston.

country. It has been rumored, and
implied in advertisements for the film
as well as statements from its producer,
that an actual murder of a woman took
place in the filming of the movie. The
film has been the target of demonstra-
tions in New York, and the Philadel-
phia lesbian-feminist group, Dyketac-

Photo by John Scagliotti

Brackley, news director at radio station
WCAS, and the National Organization
for Women (NOW) are co-coordinat-
ors of the boycott along with Davis.
Davis emphasized that the coordin-
ators wanted to discourage at all costs
any public demonstrations that would
“‘feed into’’ the publicity for the film.

‘““We do not want any public demon-
strations,”” Davis told GCN. ‘‘The
whole thing is a hoax, a set-up. The
reason we’re taking these tactics is
because in New York demonstrations
are increasing attendance.”” Snuff’s
producer claims that 60,000 people
have seen the movie since it opened in
that city.

Davis strongly opposed what she
called ‘‘terrorist tactics’> such as
destroying the print of the film. *“‘I’m
against anything that will draw press,”’
she said. ‘In Philadelphia, these
tactics simply meant that the film ‘was
moved to another theatre. We want to
close down Snuff permanently in
Boston.”’

Davis said that the group plans to
leaflet all Sack theatres announcing the
boycott, but not the theatre where
Snuff is playing. There will be one or
two women at Snuff (Gary Theatre) to
discourage demonstrations, if any
occur.

Davis also called for a telephone
““Zap”’ of Sack Theatres and urged
everyone to telephone Hope Rosen, the
publicity director, at 542-2323, as well
as Sack President Alan Friedberg.
Friedberg can be reached at 542-3334.
Another public relations phone num-
ber at Sack is 542-1704. Davis urged all
callers to tell Sack that they will be par-
ticipating in the boycott of their
theatres.

Groups that have been contacted to
help support the boycott include the
Women’s Center, the Women’s Health
Collective, ‘Second Wave’ magazine,
Sister Courage, Fag Rag, the Unitarian

Universalist Office of Gay Concerns,
Bread and Roses restaurant, the Gay
Men’s Center, and the Fort Hill
Faggots for Freedom. Alternative radio
stations and newspapers, as well as
college gay groups and women’s
centers have been asked to lend
support. Rep. Elaine Noble has also
promised support to the Sack boycott.

New York Actions

Meanwhile, in New York, a demon-
stration took place in front of the
Office of the District Attorney of Man-
hattan, Robert Morgenthau, to de-
mand closing of Snuff in that city.
Carla Jay, lesbian feminist author, and
Andrea Dworkin, author of ‘“Women
Hating,”” met with John Keenan, Mor-
genthau’s assistant; Leslie Snyder of
the Sex Crimes Analysis Unit, and
John Jacobs, Homicide and Pornogra-
phy Prosecutor. Dworkin told GCN
that the women were ‘‘treated seri-
ously’’ but the officials informed them
that there were ‘‘no legal grounds”’
prosecute or close the film. ‘““We asked
Morgenthau to issue a support state-
ment stating that there is no legal way
to protect women in New York City.”’
Morgenthau’s office is studying the
demand.

According to Dworkir, the women
were told that there was no legal basis
to prosecute Snuff because the law
only applies to obscenity. Dworkin and
Jay presented a four-part statement to
Morgenthau that stated: 1) the film is
an incitement to violence against
women, 2) the film presents the dis-

(Continued on page 9)

Connecticut House Dooms Rights Bill, 84-62

HARTFORD — With virtually no
debate, the Connecticut House of Rep-
resentatives last Wednesday voted
down ‘that state’s annual gay anti-
discrimination bill by a vote of 84-62.
Last year, the same bill was defeated
87-60 in the House after having passed
the Senate by a vote of 23-11.

The only legislator to speak for or
against the measure was Rep. Winni-
fred Tanger (D-Waterford) a self-
described ‘‘middle-aged mother of
six’’: ‘I have nothing personal to
gain,”’ said Tanger as she urged her
fellow legislators ‘‘to pass civil rights

Job Corps Halts Anti-Gay Manual

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S. Rep.
Michael J. Harrington (D-Mass.) last
week announced that he has been
informed that the U.S. Department of
Labor is immediately discontinuing use
of their Job Corps ‘‘Sexual Deviation’’
health manual. The manual, which had
attracted protests from both the Amer-
ican Psychiatric Association and the
National Gay Task Force, was a step-
by-step procedure for defining, ‘‘treat-
ing,”’” and discharging gay Job Corps
enrolees (see GCN, Jan. 10, 1976).

Pierce A. Quinlan, administrator of
the Office of Comprehensive Employ-
ment Development (Manpower Ad-
ministration), advised Harrington in a
letter that use of the protested docu-
ment has been immediately suspended,
pending issuance of a new manual, re-
titled ‘“Sexuality “The essence of the
present policy of Jab Corps is,”” said

for an oppressed portion of the
population.”’

The bill would have added the term
‘““sexual orientation’’ to the anti-dis-
crimination laws of the state of Con-
necticut.

Chric Pattee, head of the Sexual
Orientation Lobby, expressed shock at
the lack of debate. ‘‘I was flabber-
gasted,”’ she remarked. “‘I personally
knew of several legislators with rebut-
tal speeches planned.’’ Pattee added
that she felt last year’s 2%2-hour debate
on the same bill probably deterred
some would-be opponents from speak-

Quinlan, ‘‘that homosexual and het-
erosexual staff and corpsmembers will
be treated alike.”’

Quinlan was replying to a two-page
letter which Harrington sent to the
Secretary of Labor on Jan. 16, which
attacked the manual for promoting
‘“‘ignorance, bigotry, and injustice’’ in
a ‘‘massive and far-reaching’’ manner
(see GCN, Jan. 31, 1976). Rep.
Edward I. Koch (D-N.Y.) and Rep.
Bella Abzug (D-N.Y.) also wrote the
Labor Department to ask that the
manual be abolished.

Harrington told GCN that he was
very pleased with the action taken on
the manual, and that he was happy to
be of service to the gay community.
Harrington is one of two members of
the Massachusetts congressional dele-
g S HR 5452, the
ik‘:d:‘l'di g

ing out, for fear of a well-planned
opposition.

Pattee also said that she felt that the
move to make sure gay people were not
considered necessary for ‘‘affirmative
action’’ purposes (see GCN, March 6,
1976) was insignificant. ‘‘It wouldn’t

have mattered anyway.’

This was the smgle piece of gay
rights legislation in the state of Con-
necticut this year. Its defeat means that
the Sexual Orientation Lobby, in
Pattee’s words, ‘‘will start working all
over again for next year.”’

Noble Casualty of Bayh Collapse

BOSTON — Rep. Elaine Noble of
Boston’s hope to become the first
openly gay delegate to the Democratic
National Convention in New York has
gone up in smoke with the over-
whelming defeat of Indiana Senator
Birch Bayh in the Massachusetts pri-
mary on March 2. Noble, who was
elected to head the Bayh slate in the
Bay State’s Eighth Congressional Dist-
rict (which includes parts of Boston
and Cambridge), was dependent on
Bayh’s receiving a certain percentage
of the vote in that district to go to New
York. However, the Indiana Senator
failed to gain the necessary percentage
and finished a dismal seventh in the
primary as a whole, with less than 5%
of the vote.

In view of his poor showing in Mas-
sachusetts, Bayh has now withdrawn as
an ‘‘active candidate.”’ Ironically, the
basis for Noble’s original support of
the Indiana Senator had been based on
his “‘electability.”” ‘“He is the most
viable candidate,’” Noble recently told
GCN.

Rep. Noble had no comment on the

Bayh defeat and withdrawal from
active candidacy and plans to make a
statement soon.

Of the four candidates who sup-
ported gay rights, only Congressman
Morris Udall of Arizona made a
creditable showing in the Massachu-
setts primary, winning 18% of the vote
to finish a strong second. However,
Senator Fred Harris of Oklahoma, an-
other strong gay rights supporter, only
garnered 8% of the vote, and R.
Sargent Shriver, who also took pro-gay
positions, received 7% of the vote.
Shriver is expected to withdraw from
the race soon. Gov. Milton Shapp, the
actively pro-gay governor of Pennsyl-
vania, finished a dismal ninth with
only 3% of the vote.

Of the four Massachusetts front-
runners, three of them — Sen. Henry
Jackson of Washington, Governor
Wallace of Alabama, and Gov. Jimmy
Carter of Georgia — have failed to
take a position supporting civil rights
for gays, with Jackson calling7 homo-
sexuality the ““‘first sign of the break-
down of society.”’




NAZIS AGAINST GAYS

NEW YORK — Congresswoman
Elizabeth Holtzman of Brooklyn’s
16th District has agreed, at the urging
of the Gay Activists Alliance, to amend
her bill authorizing the exclusion or
deportation of aliens who engaged in
the persecution of others on account of
race, religion, or national origin during
the Nazi period. In a letter Jan. 7,
GAA President David . Thorstad had
urged that the congresswoman add the
words ‘‘sexual orientation’’ to her bill
‘‘as a-way of calling attention to the
common fate met by Jews, gypsies,
homosexuals, Jehovah’s Witnesses,
and others’’ in the Nazi concentration
camps. ‘‘After years during which the
facts about Nazi persecution of homo-
sexuals have been overlooked and sup-
pressed,’’ Thorstad wrote, ‘it is now
becoming increasingly understood that
homosexuals were among the most
persecuted’ of all groups under the
Nazis, As early as 1933, thousands
were rounded up and herded into con-
centration camps. Indeed, the ‘final
solution’ to the Jews was first carried
out against homosexuals.”’

Thorstad is co-author of the book
The Early Homosexual Rights Move-
ment [1984-1935], in which the Nazi
persecution of homosexuals and gay
activist groups is described.

Rep. Holtzman, in a letter of Feb.
17, thanked Thorstad for ‘‘bringing
this matter to my attention,’’ and said:
“I agree with you that the atrocities
committed by the Nazis upon homo-
sexuals should not be condoned and
therefore, when the bili comes before
the House Immigration Subcommittee,
I would expect to amend it accord-
ingly.”’

LOTMAN KEYNOTES

WORCESTER — Loretta Lotman,
former media director of the National
Gay Task Force, will be the keynote
speaker at the New England Gay Con-
ference, to be held at Worcester’s
Clark University from March 27-28.
Lotman, who is now a free-lance
writer, will open the conference on
March 27 at 10 a.m.

In addition, more workshops have
been added to the conference schedule.
At this point, workshops planned
include Small Town Gays, Gay Youth,
Lesbian Mothers, Urban Recreation,
Gay Community Health Planning,
Body Awareness, The ACLU and Gay
Rights, Sado-Masochism, Gender
Identity, Gay Journalism, and Back-
packing, hiking and cross-country ski-
ing. Other workshops will be a Third
World seminar, Gay Religious Panel,
Men’s Assertiveness Workshop, and
(rays in Academia.

Other workshops will be announced
soon. It was also revealed that Jade
and Sarsaparilla will provide the enter-
tainment on Saturday evening. The
lesbian singing duo will perform at the
Women’s Gym at 9 o’clock and
admission will be one dollar. The night
before, Friday the 26th, there will be a
performance of the Boston Ballet at
Clark.-The conference has a number of
tickets that are available for $3 for any

" gay people who are interested in going
to the ballet.

Housing will be available for the
conference on a limited basis. Anyone
wishing information on the conference
should contact Gay People at Clark,
Box A-70, Clark University, Wor-
cester.
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MASS. BILL GAINS

BOSTON — The first of this year’s
gay legislative bills — HR 2541, the
Public Employment bill, has overcome
its first legislative hurdle. The Public
Service Committee, a joint House-
Senate committee, chaired by Sen.
Chester Atkins (D-Harvard) and Rep.
Richard E. Landry (D-Waltham), re-
ported the bill out favorably last
Thursday. Rep. Landry is the bill’s
lead sponsor this year. The commit-
tee’s decision, taken unanimously, was
not unexpected, as the committee also
reported the bill out favorably last
year. The Public Service Committee
will hold on to the bill until April.

BILLS ARE NUMBERED

BOSTON — The three Massachu-
setts gay rights bills re-filed for the
1976 session of the Legislature have
been printed and numbered, according
to the House Clerk’s office.

H.2422, which would expand prohi-
bition against discrimination in hous-
ing, employment, public accommoda-
tions, and credit to include the term
‘‘sexual preference,’”’ was referred to
the Commerce and Labor Committee.
H.2501, which would repeal four
sections of Chapter 272 dealing with
private sexual behavior between-con-
senting adults (homosexual or hetero-
sexual) was referred to the Judiciary
Committee. H.2541, which would
bring the state’s Civil Service Commis-
sion’s policies in line with those of the
federal government, was sent to the
Public Service Committee.

Rep. Elaine Noble (D-Boston) is the
lead sponsor for the first two bills
while Rep. Richard E. Landry, chair-
man of the House Public Service Com-
mittee, serves as the lead sponsor of the
final measure. A total of 25 other legis-
lators and seven organizations also co-
sponsored the legislation.

CALIF. PRISON RAPS

SAN FRANCISCO — Gay group
counselling and rap sessions are in-
creasing in California prisons, a prison
Newsletter published in New York City
reports. According to the Newsletter’s
Feb. 27 edition, Rev. Terry Ann
Roderick of MCC, San Francisco, has
been given the green light by the
California Men’s Colony officials at
San Luis Obispo to lead a gay rap
session. In addition, several group
counseling sessions sponsored by staff
psychologists and psychology students
from California Polytechnic College
are being established, at the prison.

news notes

HOUGENS LEAD

BOSTON — At the end of March,
the Rev. Edward Hougen, pastor-
designate at MCC Boston, and his
wife, the Rev. Margaret Hougen, to-
gether and with other psychotherapists,
will be leading transactional analysis
therapy groups Wednesday evenings at
the Counseling Associates of Boston
offices, 419 Boylston St. Rev. Hougen
states that one of their motivations in
beginning such groups is to offer
therapy in a TA model for gay and
non-gay people, thus supplementing
the counseling services available in the
Boston area. Those wishing further
information concerning the Hougen’s
groups can leave their names and
phone numbers at (617) 536-1381.

GIBBS UPDATE

MARION, IL — John Gibbs con-
tinues to complain of mistreatment by
officials at the federal prison here. One
of the founders of the National Gay
Prisoners Coalition, Gibbs claims he
has been harassed every time he goes in
to use the Legal Room, and says he has
received threats from officers on his
unit, who have, he charges, also stolen
personal property. Several copies of
the GCN issue containing an article
about his conditions at Marion (Jan.
31) were, according to Gibbs, inter-
cepted by guards.

A letter to the Bureau of Prisons by
a supporter of Gibbs received the fol-
lowing reply: ‘‘Because the Privacy Act
of 1974 (5 U.S.C. 552A) and Public
Law 95-579 place limitations on the
release of information concerning an-
other individual without his written
consent, I am not at liberty to discuss
this with you in any greater detail.”
Rep. Michael Harrington referred
another letter of concern to Rep.
Robert Kastenmeier (D-Wisc.), chair-
man of the House Subcommittee on
Courts, Civil Liberties, and the Ad-
ministration of Justice, requesting they
investigate Gibbs’ condition.

Kastenmeier, Senators Percy and
Stevenson of Illinois, and . Attorney
General Levi, are objects of a petition
drive:to close the long-term control
unit at Marion.- The National Com-
mittee to Support the Marion Brothers
claims a long series of denial to inmates
of free speech, the right to due process,
religious practice and the freedom
from cruel and unusual punishment.

Judge James Foreman of the Eastern
District of Illinois is expected to rule in
April or May on the civil suit, Bono vs.
Saxbe, which also seeks to close the
unit. The American Civil Liberties
Union Prison Project initiated the suit.
The committee’s address is 6199 Wa-
terman, St. Louis, MO 6311.

Tholander Moves to Distribution

BOSTON — Marion Tholander,
long-time managing editor and guiding
light of GCN, has resigned to head
GCN’s newly formed distribution com-
pany, Intergaylactic Distributors. Tho-
lander’s resignation is effective imme-
diately, and Features Editor Lyn Rosen
is presently serving as acting managing
editor, until a new person is chosen to
fill that position.

“My first love is distribution —
talking, getting out, selling,’’ said Tho-
lander. ¢‘I felt that I had done as much
as managing editor as I possibly could.
For me the distribution company is a

new challenge. This new company is
not just a distribution company for gay
literature and I hope that it can bring in
some financial aid to GCN.”’

At present the new company is
distributing the Boston Feminist
monthly, Sister Courage, as well as the
Gay Person’s Guide to New England
and GCN. ““There is a promise of two
others,”” said Tholander, ‘‘but I'd
rather not reveal their names until it is
firmed up.”’

As far as Gay Community News is
concerned, Tholander ‘‘wishes the
paper well.”” ““I hope that it improves
and grows,”’ she said.

SOCIALISTS RETURN

NEW YORK — Attempting to build
on the momentum hopefully generated
by its Jan. 20 meeting, the Socialist
Caucus of the Gay Academic Union is
planning another meeting on Tuesday,
March 23. The meeting will take place
at the CUNY Graduate Center, Room
207, on 42nd Street between S5th and
6th Avenues at 7:30 p.m.

The group is at present planning
three short presentations, the first by
David Thorstad of the Gay Activist
Alliance, about the need for an auton-
omous gay movement; the second by a
yet unnamed person on the importance
of gays working in the left; and finally
a talk by John D’Emilio about the need
for study and developing theory. An
open discussion will follow.

Anyone interested in the caucus
should contact John D’Emilio-at 400
Riverside Drive, Apt. 4F, New York
City 10025. His phone number is (212)
663-0556.

By Susan W. Henderson

ORONO — The Wilde-Stein Club of
the University of Maine has an-
nounced that it plans to picket the
Bangor House, a hotel-bar in Bangor
that has been a gay gathering place for
several years. The Bangor House has
harrassed gays intermittently for some
time now, with such tactics as putting
“‘reserved’’ signs on all the tables and
not seating known or ‘‘suspected”’
gays, insisting that all ‘‘suspected’’
gays buy a drink in order to sit at a
table, sporadically insisting on ties for
gays, etc. A few days ago, two gay men
dancing together were ordered off the
dance floor, although heterosexual
dancing was allowed. Further details
will be reported in this column.

- + +

LEWISTON — At the Democratic
Party platform hearings on Feb. 28,
the Maine Gay TaskForce lobbied to

-keep the Gay Rights plank in the state

party’s platform. Several politicians
blamed the party’s defeat in the last
gubernatorial election on that plank
(one wonders how they account for the
like defeat of the Republicans by the
Independent James Longley), so'it may
be a harder job to get the plank in this
time. The plank sparked controversy at
the state party convention two years
ago, when it was included at Task
Force urging.

There are two new gay bars in the
state: the Blue Swan on Canal Street in
Lewiston, and Flo’s on Belfast Avenue
in Augusta.

+ + +

PORTLAND — The Maine Gay
Task Force is holding a benefit on
March 13 (not the 6th) at the Oasis
Ballroom disco on Middle Street in
Portland. Tickets are $3; there are
some still available. The benefit will be
from 8 to 12 p.m.
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‘Overwhelming Response’ for Gay TV Show

By Tony Russo

NEW YORK — New York’s public
television station, WNET, in coopera-
tion with the Gay Media Coalition
(GMC) aired a three hour gay services
program entitled ‘‘Outreach’’ on Sun-
day, Feb. 29. The show, which was
aired for three consecutive hours be-
ginning at one o’clock in the after-
noon, was the longest single event
dealing with gay people ever shown on
television. The show was aimed at a
gay audience, and was particularly
directed at those gays who are out of
contact with the gay community and
know little or nothing of gay services
available in the New York=New Jersey-
Connecticut area.

The program opened up with photo-
graphs of gay people by Bettye Lane
and a video tape of the Christopher
Street march by Nick Cruto. With
Cruto’s song ‘‘Coming Out” in the
background, the first panel — also
called ‘““Coming Out’’ — began. Par-
ticipants on the panel included Peter
Freeman, a gay parent; Alma Rout-
song, an older gay person; Don Lynn,
representing the ‘‘middle aged”’ gay;
and Vivian Richmond, representing
gay youth. After a short break to an-
nounce the call-in phone number,
Richard Ashworth and Edith Ogalsky
of Parents of Gays spoke.

The thirty phones, which were in
operation at the television station while
the program was in progress for gays
watching the show to call in on, never
stopped ringing. A typical phone call,
which this reporter answered, while

: - OUTREAH 1

Members of the Gay Academic Union talk as part of the gay TV shows on New

staffing the phone, went like this: “‘I
am calling from the sticks. I never had
any idea that so many services for gay
people existed. I thought I was the only
one,”’ he said. ‘““Where do you live?’’ I
asked. ‘““Morristown (N.J.),”” he ans-
wered. ““Do you know that there is a
gay group in your area?’’ ‘““You’re kid-
ding,’’ he replied.

That afternoon all types of phone
calls were received, even a bomb
threat. The program received its share
of obscene phone calls, but it was no
more than any other show. ‘““We even
get obscene phone calls when we do a
show on Social Security,”” Crane
Davis, executive producer of the show,
said.

Planners of the show indicated that
the response was ‘‘overwhelming.”’
The volunteers answering the phones
would not let the other volunteers take
over their positions. According to
producer Gail Jansen: ‘‘Usually the
phone volunteers quit after an hour.
But no one wants to leave. We’ve done
over eight ‘Outreach’ shows and I’ve
never seen anything like it. It shows
they really care.”

During the program there was enter-
tainment; Paul Wagner and Maxine
Feldman sang, and David Roggensack
directed his series of skits entitled
““Coming Out Blackouts.”” The music
and the skits provided a counterpoint
to panels on medical care, legal
services, alcoholism, counseling, relig-
ion, education, activism and history.

In many panels, people talked from

their own experiences. A panel entitled

York’s WNET-TV. They are (I-r) Betty Powell, Seth Powell, and Louise

Crawford.

Photo by Bettye Lane

““Gay Men”’ explored the many pres-
sures felt by gay men to adopt hetero-
sexual male values, while another panel
entitled ‘‘Lesbians’® explored similar
pressures, in addition te the problem
of feeling mangled in a ‘male”
culture.

Roving experts were on hand during
the show to answer any special
questions regarding gay publications,
student groups, counseling, legal, and
medical problems. At the end of the
program a call was made to Mayor
Gary Horowitz of Alfred, N.Y. Horo-

=

isolated gays.

Studio staffers answer questions during WNET three-hour TV show aimed at

witz, who was mayor during the
passage of Alfred’s Gay Rights Bill in
1973, commented on the status of gay
people in Alfred. ‘‘Not much has
changed,”’ he said. ‘“‘Are there more
gay people in Alfred as a result of the
bill being passed?’’ Crane Davis asked.
“If any, there are less,”” Horowitz
said.

Organizers of the show were ec-
static at the program’s response. ‘“This
is a great day for gay people,” said
one. ‘“We’ve really broken through.
We should all be very pleased.”’

Photo by Bettye Lane

Lowell-Lawrence UCC Bars Gay Clergy

By Dean McLaughlin

ANDOVER, Mass. — The Andover
Association of the United Church of
Christ has become one of the first Con-
gregationalist organizations in the
country to take a firm stand against the
ordination of homosexuals.

The seven member committee on
ministerial standing, representing 23
churches and about 5800 members in
Greater Lawrence and Lowell, unani-
mously agreed late last month to the
resolution, the first such in the state:

‘“‘Based on our understanding of the
biblical injunction against homosex-
uality, the committee on ministerial
standing of the Andover Association
declares that as a matter of policy it
will not knowingly recommend the or-
dination or standing of any avowed
homosexual or bisexual person.”’

The resolution’s approval closely
followed the termination by the Frank-
lin Association on Jan. 25 of the
ministerial standing of Rev. Edward

Hougen in Orange, Mass.

‘““We passed the resolution so there’d
be no misunderstanding should a
person [seeking ordination] seek to
come to Andover,”’ committee chair-
man Rev. David R. Ladre of the First
Church, Congregational in Methuen,
told the Lawrence Eagle Tribune.
“The committee feels that homosexu-
als should not be deprived of civil
liberties and that the churches have a

-responsibility to respond to the special

needs of such persons,’”’ he continued.

“It was not just a reaction (to the
termination of Rev. Hougen),”’ Rev.
George Taylor of Wilmington’s Cong-
regational Church and another mem-
ber of the committee, told GCN.
‘““We’ve been considering this as a
matter of policy for some time.”’

Rev. Hougen, who is presently
serving at the Metropolitan Commun-
ity Church of Boston, commented on
the statement, ‘“It’s a defensive res-
ponse; sort of the last gasp of a
hardened position that the church

cannot hang on to in the future.’”’

Rev. Hougen has applied for minis-
terial standing with the Metropolitan
Association of the UCC. His applica-
tion will come before an informal
meeting of the association’s committee
later this week. ““We’re hopeful for a
better outcome from the Metropolitan
Boston Association because of their
more enlightened outlook. I don’t
think this statement will have an effect
on it.”

The statement by the Andover Asso-
ciation does not automatically preclude
the ordination of a gay person in the
association. An individual may, fol-
lowing the church’s constitution and
bylaws, petition for his ordination at
an association meeting where all 23
churches are represented. The associa-
tion would then make a final decision.

The UCC does not have an official
policy regarding the ordination of
homosexuals. At the General Synod
last July it only affirmed the right
of homosexuals to civil liberties. A dis-

cussion on the morality of homosexu-
ality ended with an agreement to
present a full report at the next General
Synod in 1977.

According to Rev. Leon Dickinson,
assistant to the executive director of
the UCC, New York headquarters for
Church Life and Leadership, the first
UCC association to take a stand on the
issue was the Golden Gate Association
of California which ordained a homo-
sexual.

Rev. Mr. Dickinson said he believed
‘‘a few”’ other associations had taken
positions similar to Andover’s. ‘““While
we make some recommendations and
there are some common policies and
strategies, in the free church it’s the
local congregation that determines
policy and ordination.”

The UCC does not have an official
opinion on the state level either, said
Rev. Karl Phillippi, Northeast area
minister for the Massachusetts Confer-
ence. A task force is currently studying
the issue.
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[This week’s forum is a letter written
to Beverly by her brother.]

Dear ‘Beverly,

As you have experienced in the last
several years your brother David is not
too big on writing letters so let me be as
brief and to the point as much as I can.

Last summer you wrote me a letter
and tried to explain to me what you
thought was your ‘‘new sexual orienta-
tion.”” I was not surprised but perhaps
a better word would be disappointed. I
did not return a letter because I simply
didn’t know what to say or perhaps I
was afraid I might cause some hard
feelings, so I forgot about it in hopes
that you might find yourself without
my help. However, it seems now these
things did not come to pass. Your
Mother showed me the letter that you
had sent to her, I do not have to go into
detail the anguish that you have put her
through but when I see her as disturbed
and confused as this I am sorry but I
cannot spare anyone’s feelings; please
bear with me and try to understand my
point of view.

You and I have been thought to be
much alike since we were children for
many different reasons such as, our
being much to ourselves, listening for
the beat of a different drummer, being
a little rebellious and struggling as best
we could to find our own way without
the help of our family or “‘real
friends.”’” Perhaps we were this way as
children but I have found that I was
wrong in many ways. I have had two
very unsuccessful marriages that I tried
my best to make work; I have been to a
war and watched men die for nothing

DEAR BEVERLY,

CORRECTION

The '"Vote Shapp’ advertise-
ments which appeared in Vol. 3,
No. 34 (Feb. 21), and Vol. 3, No. 35
(Feb. 28) should have included
the phrase, 'Paid for by The
Shapp for President Committee"
of Harrisburg.

more than ‘‘the glory’’ of being or
doing something meaningful; and I
have a son that means everything to me
but it will be a pain in my heart for the
rest of my life knowing that I will not
be there to help him grow to be a man.
These and other things make me
different than when we were kids. I will
seem to you to be much the same as
always, I’'m still quiet and conservative
and even planning to get married again
but this time I am much better
prepared, you see I have both eyes
open and a path to follow that has a
light at the end. Because we grew up
together as we did and followed our
own miserable rebelliousness as much
as we did I find now that I love you and
am concerned about you enough to
maybe hurt your feelings.

Beverly, I think you are wrong,
please quit your job, gather your be-
longings and come ‘‘home’’ to your
family and friends who love you; there
isn’t anything that can’t be worked
out. It isn’t the end of the world. When
you were young I think you were a lot
like me, you needed someone to love
you besides your family. I ran off and
got married twice and I was hurt very
bad and I have scars that will stay with
me the rest of my life. You ran off to
the city taking your weight problem
with you; I know it must have been
hard on you all these years and I’'m
sure it still is. It must have been hard
for you when you tried to meet new
friends but maybe you never did, and I
can’t help but think you blamed it all
on your weight then finally you
decided to have the operation but
Beverly wasn’t it really a cop-out. That

JOB OPPORTUNITY

The position of Advertising Man-
ager for GCN is available. Should
have advertising and/or man-
agement experience. Send res-
ume to GCN, 22 Bromfield St.,
Boston, Ma. 02108, or call Lester
at 426-8752.

didn’t work either. What I’m trying to
say is that I think this new sexual
orientation of your is nothing more
than another cop-out. Please believe
me it won’t work either. I don’t care
about all the junk you read that says it
is excepted [sic] these days, it isn’t.
Have you really ever looked this weight
problem in the eye and given it
everything you have, no I don’t think
you have. Until you can learn to live
with yourself and love yourself you will
never be able to find someone to love
you. It’s worth fighting for, but don’t
do it alone. Please come home to your
family and let us help you. We love
more than you will ever know. I may
be way off base but if I’'m not please
come home and let us help.
David

Editor’s Note: In an attempt to get our
readership more involved with the
paper, GCN is offering this space for
opinions, views or feelings on gay
issues. Articles submitted to us for this
space should be addressed to Forum,
¢/0 GCN. The articles should be 500
words or less and whenever possible
they should be typewritten and double
spaced. Although, GCN reserves the
right to edit all copy we will honestly
strive to edit for length not for content.
This is your column, say what you
want!

NEED OF
THE WEEK
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Letters to the Editor should be 200
words or less. All letters submitted for
publication must be signed; names will
be withheld upon request. GCN retains
the right to edit all letters.

greenplant
moonpillow

Dear GCN staff and readers,

In your letters to the editor (Feb. 21) I noticed
a letter advising GCN to ‘‘get your shit to-
gether’”” concerning an ad that ran the week
before. The letter was signed, if enigmatically,
Bluejay Niceday. My question is a simple one:
who needs to get their shit together more — GCN
or Citizen Niceday?

Bluejay Niceday is not the only nom-de-plume
whose writing has appeared on these pages. An-
other letter — same issue — was signed ‘‘Luna.”’
And from past issues, I can recall the works of
such distinguished authors as Rosebush Thorn-
finger, Tangerine Flowerbloom and lulu lala.
Such persons as I’ve mentioned ought not to pass
judgment on any aspect of the gay community
with the freedom from accountability their pseu-
donyms allow. The practice is objectionable on
several grounds.

First, the pseudonyms are usually asinine, pre-
posterous, ‘‘smile-buttony,” and, like Hush
Puppies, they are dumb! Second, if their
unwillingness to come out in print is understand-
able, it certainly is not desirable; it has the
unfortunate effect of discouraging other closet
gays from coming out. Third, more than faint-
hearted, it is hypocritical to publicly advocate
gay liberation on one hand, yet hide behind a
phony name for fear of the Boogie Man on the
other.

Wouldn’t a simple ‘“‘name withheld by re-
quest”’ be preferable? One who hides behind
newsprint under an assumed name, however
conventional, totally removes her/himself from
accountability, and I don’t like it.

) Yours,
Greenplant Moonpillow
(a.k.a. Scott Alpert)

light on the
advent

Dear Editor:

As a member of the Church of the Advent
since 1968, and also'as a very active gay indi-
vidual, 1 feel compelled to comment on your
recent article about Episcopalians in Boston. I
must take exception to it as a case where GCN
has failed in obtaining a complete story. The
result is that the Church of the Advent is cast in a
totally negative light without its positive attrib-
utes even being noted.

First let me say that GCN is probably quite
right in its assessment of Mr. Collingwood’s
motives. Most of the gay people at the Advent
would probably readily agree that the Rev. Col-
lingwood holds little positive regard for his gay
parishioners, and at best, tolerates their pres-
ence. Since he has never stated his position
openly, it is difficult to know exactly how he
feels, but suffice it to say that GCN’s interpre-
tation of his sermon vis a vis the Vatican State-
ment concurred with what many at the Advent
felt he intended to imply . . .

However, GCN’s statements about the ‘‘sup-
portiveness’’ at Emmanuel imply that the Advent
is totally devoid of any support for gay people,
which is quite untrue. There is a close knit gay
community at the Advent who support each
other in many ways, and make very important
contributions to the parish. Additionally, the
curates at the Advent, the Reverend James
Holmes and the Reverend David Bynum, have
both been openly supportive of the gay com-
munity and of gaypeople individually. I feel it
important that their record be defended. Two
years ago, Mr. Holmes worked with a group of
gay parishioners in formulating a series of four
seminars on sexuality and homosexuality. He has
continued to meet with gay parishioners in a
sincere effort to maintain a dialogue, and to meet
the spiritual needs of gay persons within the
parish. Mr. Bynum’s record during his previous
tenure at the Advent was equally open.

Many gay individuals have worked for many
years to bring about change at the Advent, and
there has been progress. The church does not
revolve around the rector, and his social views
should neither be the reason nor the deterrent for
people to worship there. Our commitment is
indeed to Christ and to a Christian community
and way of life, and the Advent represents a
unique Anglo-Catholic approach to such wor-
ship. Indeed, some come to the Advent for the
ceremonial ‘‘show,”’ others come to cruise at the
coffee hour, still others for a social alternative as
a place to make ‘‘gay’’ friends, but let us also
remember that there are gay people who attend
the Advent primarily because they have a

¢

spiritual need and a commitment to a Christian
way of life that is best fulfilled within the context
of the Church of the Advent for them. The gay
issue is important within the Church, and it must
be dealt with . . . at the Advent, it has been
perhaps slower than desired, but people are
dealing. What GCN might need learn however, is
that the Church does not revolve around the gay
issue, or any social issue . . . it revolves around
Christ and is patterned after His life and His
mission in the world, and to choose a Christian
life is to make a personal commitment that by
definition necessarily involves some sacrifice and
some discipline. Such demands are made of
Christians, gay or straight, and while we may as
often fail as not, there is nothing wrong in
striving for a standard in which you truly believe.
The issue is a complex one, but for those of us
who remain within the institutional church, it is
for many and varied reasons. That the church
deal with the gay issue is essential and we actively
facilitate that occurrence, but it is not often the
sole or isolated reason why people choose the
church over another, and for me it is not the
major reason. I will struggle on with the Advent
because there is much that is good there and
much that is important to me, and I have faith
that change willi be wrought eventually, rector
notwithstanding.

I would also comment on the Rectors’ sermon
to which you-refer in the opening paragraphs of
your article. Whether it is a veiled attack on gays
is anyone’s guess, and I am not prepared
certainly to agree wholeheartedly with his
utopian views of desirable virtues.

But I must say that neither am I prepared to
snicker at his statements and brush them aside as
having no value at all. I have found that promis-
cuity, lust, and sexism (particularly among gay
men) are equally as problematic to as many gay
people at least as much as fidelity and marriage
are problematic for heterosexuals. And that is
not a judgment, but a subjective complaint of
many gay men . . . and I’ve counseled well over
several hundred. Witness the occupants of a gay
bar where at least as many individuals are
looking for a twelve inch cock only. Sure
straights do it too, but that doesn’t make the
exploitation any less nor the victims any hap-
pier, knowing that it occurs at both ends of the
Kinsey scale.

In any case, it seems to me that sexual freedom
and promiscuity glorified, if it becomes expected
as the new “‘norm,’’ can be as inhibiting and
problematic as was the pristine Victorian
prud-
ishness of a century ago. Both in a sense devalue
sexuality and interfere with the total human
relationship between two people, one by over-
indulgence and the other by complete denial, but
with a net effect that I find equally disastrous;
the reason being that society expects it. We have
seen where expected fidelity has led us, but let’s
not now expect everyone to be sexually free.
Sometimes I feel the gay movement frowns on
fidelity, and applauds the sexual athletes. My
feeling is that both can be valuable perspectives,
and what we all need develop is a deep and
earnest and healthy respect for the rights and
values of others. In choosing to be Christians, we
accept a certain basic set of values and we seek at
least to explore the area of human and sexual
morality, and we don’t always agree. For some,
I’m sure morality is not an issue at all in their
lives, or at least not in a religious sense. The
point being, however, that anything that is
expected is ultimately oppressive.

I could go on, but I guess I mainly wish to say
that I don’t always find the railing against
various segments of the establishment very
useful. It is naive to think that one’s gayness
stands always as the central focus and concern,
and is the crux of all one’s activities. One must
often give up something to get something, and
rarely are all one’s needs met in one neat little
package. And so it is with the Advent . . . with its
distinct and definite faults, it nevertheless meets
needs that an obvious number of gay people
consider paramount, and I would ask GCN, and
the community, to respect that while we deal
with our internal conflicts and problems in our
own way and in our own time.

Sincerely, in gay love,
John C. Lawrence
P.S. By the way, I think you do a great job
usually, and I still love all of you and the paper.

tv dinner

Dear GCN:

When I opened the center spread (GCN, Jan.
31, 1976), I said to myself, ‘‘Jeezuz! Mort Sahl
has gone drag!” Then, I checked my thinking
and said ‘“‘Now, now! Be kind! Everyone to their
own taste as the old maid said, when she kissed
the cow’’! I don’t understand the whats, whys,
and wherefores of TVs, TGs, and TSs” I am a
homosexual, and for years I was under ti*-
impression that that meant I preferred to love
men, rather than women. Furthermore, who the
hell needs to get all dressed up, only to get all
messed up?

That beautiful curl of hair over the neckline of
a clean, white T-shirt. A good pair nf shoulders.

The scent of Zizanie.- A well packed basket. A
pair of buns as round and firm as casabah
melons. THOSE are some of the things that spell
beauty!

When a guy like that comes into the picture, I
don’t drag out Puccis, Capezzios, Diors, ZaZa
Gabors, or Avon! I drag out the Betty Crocker,
the Frank Perdue, the King Arthur, and the
Birdseye!

And after we’ve satisfied that appetite, the
Simmons Beautyrest is the only thing we need to
satisfy the other!

All the rest is just tinsel, phony, and sad
fantasies.

Here’s to gay love! (and a microwave oven!)

Charles L. Norcross

wonderful
land of
women

Dear GCN,

I have been going down to the new women’s
bar at the Oz for the past two Sundays and 1
wanted to tell everyone that some beautiful
things are hapening there. They have put up a
microphone and they let anyone sing or play an
instrument that wants to. Some of the people
from Lilith and Liberty Standing and some other
groups have come and a couple of really good
women folksingers. All the women play for free,
just to have a good time. I haven’t seen anything
like tHiis in the Boston area for gay women and I
think that it is really exciting. Maybe the room
isn’t that beautiful, and maybe the piano is old,
but the women sure have a good time. I know
that the Oz has had a lot of bad things said about
it, and maybe they deserve it, but for the women
who come on Sunday afternoons I have only
praise. Thanks.

Joanne Green

cover quean

Ms. Editor:

May I please direct yr attention to GCN’s
paucity of cover queans. Gerald Ford, handsome
hunk tho he be, is not my idea of a cover number
for yr lavender-directed sheet. I was just telling
one of the Ladies In Waiting at the Court of the
Empress de Boston: ‘‘Ain’t it something else
when Time magazine runs more up-front fags on
its cover (Len Matlovich & Gore Vidal) than does
GCN who resort to running snaps of straight
men?’’

Actually, when I first saw the cover of Geraldo
Rudolpho Edsel with all those target-practice
circles on his mug, I thought you were finally and
at long last going to come out in favor of
political assassination!

Yrs in everlasting Jesus Christo,

Bunny LaRue

gay dissension

[The following letter was sent to David Good-
stein,~ Publisher of The Advocate, by The Na-
tional Office of Dignity.]

Dear Mr. Goodstein:

As has been true for every human endeavor
since the beginning of time regardless of its
dream, the thirst for power and domination now
threatens to divide and potentially destroy the
liberation movement of gay women and men.

Mr. Goodstein, as publisher of the Advocate,
you have ascended to power in the gay libera-
tion movement, by your purchase and control of
the world’s largest homophile community news-
paper.

For the efforts of the staff and management of
the Advocate over the last few years to be a
viable source of communication among the very
heterogeneous homosexual community we are
very grateful, but for the elitist judgmental and
divisive direction you are taking in regards to the
movement leaders and the movement dream, we
are disappointed and alarmed.

DIGNITY, an international organization of
gay and concerned Catholics, numbering over
five thousand, declares in its Statement of
Position and Purpose: ‘‘We wish to work with
other homosexual groups for the cause of justice
to the gay community and for promotion of a
sense of solidarity.”

In your much publicized ‘‘Opening Space’
remarks of January 14th, Mr. Goodstein, you
not only call into question the motives and
mental stability of all gay leaders but also
chastize our efforts to work for the liberation of
the rest of the human family.

In your invitational letter to the Advocate
Conference in Chicago you establish for our
consideration the ‘‘dealing with gay spoilers.”
We do not feel that this direction is beneficial
“to the cause of justice for the gay community’’

nor ‘‘for the promotion of solidarity’’ with gay
sisters and brothers. We in DIGNITY have taken
pride in our universal and ecumenical approach
to persons regardless of their dress, manner of
speech, religious affiliation, sexual orientation or
social propriety. As gays we have rejoiced in the
lack of judgment on personal lifestyles or
political persuasions evidenced in the movement.

We are quick to say that you are entitled to
your opinion, but we see your efforts as far more
threatening to our liberation than any papal or
federal decree.

While we fully support the objectives of the
Advocate Invitational Conference insofar as they
concern federal lobbying methods and wish to be
cooperative, and while we understand  and
support the decisions by other gay leaders to
attend the Conference to ‘‘keep you in line,”” we
cannot in good conscience attend your ‘‘by invi-
tation only’’ meeting in Chicago, as we see it as
breeding factionalism and manipulation. Nor
can we encourage our membership to follow
your ‘directives.

Until such time as we witness your elitist
attitudes within the news and feature pages of the
Advocate we will continue to encourage our
members to consider the Advocate as one of
several publications to aid in personal growth.
However, if the newspaper begins to reflect in its
copy the philosophy of its publisher, we will
respond to the Advocate with as much dedicated
challenge as we provide the official Church and
any other agency or person which seeks to divide
and condemn.

Please know that our comments have nothing
to do with you as person, it is your philosophy
which we find abhorrent.

Sincerely yours,
The National Office of DIGNITY,

Paul Diederich, National President
(Rev.) Thomas Oddo, National Secretary
Patricia Keefe, National Treasurer

Brian McNaught,
Chairperson, Social Action

Wayne Ward, Editor

frue
censorship

Dear GCN:

Sorry to see photograph of Susan Brown-
miller on your front cover. A reactionary posing
as a feminist is still a reactionary.

Rape hysteria — of the sort Brownmiller stri-
dently fosters — was a prominent theme of Nazi
propaganda, allowing the Nazis to pose as the
gallant defenders of threatened wvirtue and
womanhood. On 23 February 1933, as one of the
first acts of the Nazi government, a decree
banned pornographic literature of every descrip-
tion — just what Brownmiller is advocating. At
the same time, the Nazis banned all public
activity of the Scientific Humanitarian Commit-
tee, the most important homosexual rights
organization in Germany and the world. And on
6 May 1933, young Nazis, intending to cleanse
Germany’s libraries of *filthy’’ and ‘“‘un-
German”’ books, raided the Institute for Sexual
Science in Berlin, headquarters of the world
sexual reform movement; they confiscated more
than 10,000 volumes from the Institute’s special
library, and publicly burned these volumes in
Opera Square.

One does not need to like or agree with some-
thing in order to stand up for its Constitution-
ality guaranteed right to be expressed.

Once censorship gets going, it will often select
as its targets precisely those ideas which are most
true and worthy of expression, because these are
the most threatening to the status quo. John
Milton made this point in 1644 in his Areopa-
gitica: A Speecy for the Liberty of Unlicensed
Printing, as true now as then:

‘¢, .. there is not aught more likely to be
prohibited than truth itself; whose first ap-
pearance to our eyes bleared and dimmed

with prejudice and custom, is more un-
sightly and implausible than many errors
. . . And though all the winds of doctrine
were let loose to play upon the earth, so
Truth be in the field, we do injuriously by
licensing and prohibiting, to misdoubt her
strength. Let her and Falsehood grap-
Rl

Brownmiller’s innuendos to the contrary,
there is no factual basis for claiming that men are
inspired to commit rape by looking at pictures of
naked women. If anything, the Danish exper-
ience suggests that full legalization of pornogra-
phy would decrease the incidence of antisocial
acts related to sex.

There has been enough book burning in the
20th century. Susan Brownmiller preaches prud-
ery, intolerance, and sexual hysteria; she advo-
cates abridging First Amendment freedoms; she
would curtail civil liberties, due process, and the
rights of defendants. She is the enemy.

Your for gay liberation,
John Lauritsen
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Two Doctors Discuss Men’s Health Issues

By Manuel Angelo

BOSTON — Seated before a size-
able number of men who had crowded
into the Boston Gay Men’s Center on
Friday night to participate in a “‘Gay
Health Panel,”” an internist and a
psychiatrist spoke informally and ans-
wered questions on issues related to the
physical and mental health of gay men.

The simple format began at 8 p.m.
with personal remarks from Dr. Rich-
ard Pillard, -a psychiatrist with Homo-
phile Community Health Services, and
from Dr. Sanford Reder, who donates
his services to Fenway Community
Health Center’s Gay Health Night.

For three hours the doctors discussed
attitudes toward gays in the medical
ranks, debunked a number of popular
myths about gay sex, and related new
information about venereal diseases
and other illnesses to which gay men
are disproportionately exposed.

Dr. Pillard: noted in his opening
statements ; the changes since 1969
(Stonewall) in psychotherapy vis-a-vis
gays. Previously anti-gay, the profes-
sion’s counseling and educational serv-
ices for gays are still ‘‘deficient,”” he
said.

There is only an optional lecture or
two on sex education at most medical
schools, and perhaps a ‘‘very op-
tional’’ lecture on gay sexuality. Many
students don’t attend these for fear of
being called a ‘‘faggot,”’ Dr. Pillard,
an associate professor at Boston Uni-
versity, said.

In the face of ‘‘bizarre notions’’
which consequently prevail on homo-
sexuality, Dr. Pillard saw a critical
need for services for gays but ques-
tioned the acceptability of separate
services.

Dr. Reder, slated to discuss physio-
logical problems such as V.D., de-
clared similarly that separate services
bothered him, but because most of his
colleagues don’t know much about
what is happening ‘‘between the belly
button and the knees,’’ gay people par-
ticularly are not getting proper medical
care.

He said that the ‘‘vast majority’’ of
venereal problems are the same for
gays as for non-gays. However, he

added, a minority are especially troub-
lesome, particularly for gay men
because their ‘‘promiscuous’’ sexual
habits make them more susceptible to
venereal infection.

In the course of the talk the two
doctors joined in urging gay people to
determine a therapist’s theoretical
position on homosexuality before sub-
mitting to analysis or treatment. Dr.
Pillard declared his willingness to serve
as an ‘‘advocate’’ for any gay patient
in a hospital having trouble with a ther-
apist, but he stressed the responsibility
on the part of the gay community to
educate themselves.

‘““You have a strong economic lever-
age,”’ he told the gathering. ‘‘Don’t
pay for bad treatment. Get to the issue
early. Don’t wait until your pants are
down at your ankles,”” he said jok-
ingly.

Tom Nylund, a worker at Fenway
Community Health Center, recom-
mended asking one’s therapist simply,
‘““Have you successfully terminated
[cured] a gay patient?”’

Later on in the evening, Dr. Pillard
advised a period of three months of
therapy with any psychiatrist as suffi-
cient to remedy most of a patient’s
major overt symptoms (such as poor
appetite or insomnia, symptoms of de-
pression). Within a year or so a patient
ought to notice significant improve-
ments in his mental state, or find
another therapist if he cannot.

Remarking on the need to ‘‘raise the
consciousness’’ of doctors as well as
the gay community, Dr. Reder sug-
gested, as a useful question for a physi-
cian to ask a patient prior to examining
him, the basic and neutral question:
“Do you sleep with men or women?’’

Following some personal accounts
from the audience of experiences,
mostly bad, with psychoanalysts, ques-
tions poured forth on the subject of
V.D. and hepatitis.

Recently re-classified as a venereal
disease, hepatitis finds its natural
reservoir in human stool and is spread
through anal and oral contacts among
gay men numbering nine times the
national average. Hepatitis is presently

NEW YORK REVELATIONS

By Tony Russo

NEW YORK — Lesbian Feminist
Liberation (LFL) will be having an all
women’s workshop on lobbying for
Gay Civil Rights. The workshop will be
the first of its kind. Its uniqueness will
lie in the fact that it will be geared at
training both Gay and non-Gay women
on the techniques of lobbying for Gay
civil rights. Representatives from lob-
bying groups in the New York area will
be on hand to run the workshop.
LFL’s aim is to help make lobbying for
sodomy repeal and Gay civil rights an
issue for a// women. Those on hand to
run the workshop will be Jean O’Leary,
legislative director for the National
Gay Task Force; Christine Pattee,
delegate at large to the National Wo-
men’s Caucus, Lynne Taylor, legisla-
tive consultant to the New State Coali-
tion of Gay Organizations, and Jane
Trictor, legislative assistant to Gay
Raider Mark Segal. The workshop will
be held on Saturday, March 13 from 12
to 5 p.m. at the Women’s Center at 243
W. 20th St., New York City.

Due to the success of their Feb. 14
dance, LFL will be having another
dance at Barnard College. The dance
will be held on Saturday, April 3 from
9 p.m. to 2 a.m. at McIntosh Hall,
119th Street and Broadway. The
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charge will be $3; more if you can
afford it or less if you can not.

Among other events,LFL has begun
planning for Lesbian Pride Week. The
events planned thus far include a dance
and a rally/picnic to be held on
Saturday, June 26. As of now, no
march is planned. According to Elea-
nor Cooper, president of LFL, ‘“‘Al-
though there is no march planned, we
will not be supporting the Gay March.
We’ve had too much trouble in the
past.”’

Gay Media Coalition had its first
awareness session with the Village
Voice. ‘“The session went well,”’ ac-
cording to Voice writer Arthur Bell.
‘““But,”” Bell said, ‘‘they were six
months too late. Those problems were
resolved.”’

The Gay Academic Union is working
on plans for its ‘‘Meet the Authors
Night.”” The event, to be held Friday,
March 26 at the City University of New
York Graduate Center, 33 W. 42nd
St., will include authors Karla Jay and
Ruth Simpson. The event is being
designed to enable authors to comment
on their books and to enable people to
personally speak to the authors. Other
authors to be at the event will be
announced in the forthcoming weeks.

untreatable, but Dr. Reder expressed
the hope that eventually a vaccine will
be found for it, as have been found for
polio, smallpox, and other viral dis-
eases.

Regarding the ban on taking blood
transfusions even from people in
whom the disease may have run its
course years ago, Dr. Reder expressed
his opinion that the danger in those
cases of transmitting the disease was
“low”’ or ‘‘non-existant.”’

After sketching a diagram of the
male genital anatomy on a block of
paper, Dr. Reder made a detailed
explanation, with interruptions, of the
parts involved in anal intercourse,
including ‘“fist-fucking.”’

Dr. Reder commented that the latter
is made extremely risky by a bend in
the intestine which an over-anxious fist
could seriously tear. Generally he
stressed an easy, relaxed entry and
proper lubrication (plain oils are best)
for the safe enjoyment of anal inter-
course.

Dr. Reder surprised the audience by
stating he saw no correlation between
anal intercourse and hemorrhoids
(which may be described as ‘‘varicose
veins of the rectum”). Yet probably
70% of the men in the room have
hemorrhoids and don’t know it, he
said.

One of the most startling revelations
of the evening for many was the fact
that one fifth of the male population
having gonorrhea does not know it and
four fifths of gonorrhea in the throat
and in the rectum has no symptoms.
However, since the tests are 97%
accurate in detecting gonorrhea, Dr.
Reder recommended a check-up once
every three months for those who are
fairly active sexually.

He disagreed with the five-day treat-
ment made popular in the Boston area
by Dr. Fiumara, terming it ‘‘puni-
tive.”” A single shot is sufficient, he
said.

He reiterated the importance of self-
education. For an example he re-
marked on the frequent misapplication
of the term ‘‘smear,’’ which can be
taken from the discharge of the urethra
only, not from the rectum or throat,
which would require a ‘‘culture’’ for
testing purposes.

In the context of extended comments
on syphilis (also known as ‘‘The Great
Imiatator’’), Dr. Reder emphasized the
importance of going back for follow-
up blood tests to detect re-infections as
well as to corroborate initial findings.
Fortunately, Dr. Reder said, syphilis is
both 100% detectable and easily treat-
able.

He mentioned also that since public
health records absolutely can not be
subpoenaed, all known contacts with
the disease should be reported, anon-
ymously, if one wishes.

A discussion on drugs followed, led
by Dr. Pillard. He cited the danger of
habitually taking qualudes, a non-
barbiturate sedative which is addicting
in as few as two or three days. Sudden
withdrawal produces reverse symptoms
(nervousness, the reverse of calm), is
often fatal. Qualudes or any other de-
pressant, mixed with alcohol, can
deepen the effect of the drug to
dangerous levels.

The lack of time precluded lengthy
discussion on some important subjects,
such as alcoholism. Alcoholics To-
gether, the gay counterpart of Alco-
holics Anonymous, was mentioned as
the primary treatment for the gay
alcoholic.

Dr. Pillard’s response to a query on
baldness drew the biggest laugh of the
evening. Noting the largely hereditary
causes of baldness, the doctor pooh-
poohed claims of cures and, running
his hand over his own thinning pate,
quipped, ‘‘It all comes down to
whether you prefer chrome trim or
power under the hood.”’

RHODE ISLAND REPORT

By Ernest C. Bourgeois

PROVIDENCE — Marsh should
prove an interesting month for G.C.S.
members, due to the many activities of
the participating organizations:

The Rhode Island College Gay Alli-
ance will be sponsoring a ‘‘Symposium
on Homosexuality’> March 22-27.
March 24, Troy Perry, founder of
Metropolitan Community Church, will
be speaking; March 25, Elaine Noble,
gay State Representative from Massa-
chusetts, will speak; March 26, Leon-
ard Matlovich, former Air Force ser-
geant, will speak; March 27, there will
be a dance. All events will be at RIC.
Cost is approximately $1.50 per event
or a ticket good for all events will be
available for about $5. Call 274-1693
(MCCQ) for details.

Health Counseling Services will be
starting a group therapy experience on
Mondays from 7-9 p.m. Personal,
interpersonal and group awareness will
be developed. Cost is $20 per month
and the group will be under the
direction of a licensed therapist. For
information call 274-4737 on Mondays
from 7-9 p.m. or Wednesdays from 6-9
p.m.

Metropolitan Community Church,
63 Chapin Ave., will be conducting
Lenten Dialogues during the six
Wednesdays of Lent. They will take
place 7:30-9:30 Wednesdays beginning
March 3. Call 274-1693 for informa-
tion.

March 27 and 28, there will be a

Women’s Health Conference at Uni-
versity of Rhode Island Extension Di-
vision, Promenade and Gaspee streets,
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Gay Women of
Providence will have workshops both
days entitled ‘‘Lesbianism — Ques-
tions and Answers.”’

As far as events of the Gay Com-
munity Services are concerned, I have
good and bad news: The rap group has
been doing quite well and attendance
has been steady. Nofe: As of March 8,
the rap group will meet at 148 Broad-
way, Apt. 2. Rap begins at 7:30 and
continues until 9:15 or so. There are
only three more weeks left, so hurry if
you plan to attend one. The Bridge and
Chess clubs have been poorly at-
tended: 22 people signed up for the two
events and so far two people have
shown up. For the remaining four
weeks these Thursday evenings will
become ‘‘game nights,”” so people
interested in playing poker, scrabble,
cribbage, etc., are encouraged to
attend, These events will take place at
148 Broadway, Apt. 2, each Thursday
until March 25. Starting time is 7:30
p.m.

There is a Gay Help Line: 833-9491
or at least there will be one as soon as
enough volunteers come forth to man
the lines from 8 to 12 every/any night.
A training program is being arranged
hopefully to start in the near future.
Call the help line to volunteer your
services or to obtain information.



Dr. Alberts, Ex-Minister, Fights for New Job

By Craig P. Rowland

BOSTON — Dr. William E. Alberts,
former minister of Old West Church,
has been fired again — this time from
the Centralized Assessment and
Screening Evaluation (CASE) project
of the Middlesex County court system.
In 1973, Albert claimed he was forcibly
retired from the ministry by Bishop
Edward G. Carroll two months after
performing a gay marriage. :

Alberts, a Ph.D. in Psychology and
Pastoral Counseling, evaluated drug
and alcohol offenders for CASE, a
clinically oriented and federally funded
program created to aid the courts in
dealing with these offenders. Accord-
ing to Alberts, Judge Lawrence Fe-
loney is the man behind his termina-
tion this time. He told GCN about the
personal and political struggles in-
volved.

““Judge Feloney violated my First
Amendment right of free speech,’’ he
said. ‘““The issue is not my compe-
tence, but the issue is this man [Felo-
ney] is behaving against me in view of
my past.”’ Alberts was imprisoned in
1971 for participating in an anti-war
sing-in at the Cambridge Draft Board
about which he wrote an account
published in The Boston Globe. This,
and the gay marriage, Alberts feels, are
what triggered Feloney’s decision to
fire him.

In a recent Globe story Feloney was
quoted as saying, ‘‘I decided not to
delegate my authority to a person with
a history of defiance of authority.”
Alberts explained to GCN that Felo-
ney’s authority was not being delegated

California

LOS ANGELES — The California
Democratic Council (CDC), the power-
ful and influential organization of
California liberal Democrats, has put
forward the most thorough gay rights
plank ever put forth by a political
organization in this country. Meeting
last week, the CDC overwhelmingly
approved a plank to be presented to the
state party as a whole which began,
‘““The Democratic Party affirms the
right of all persons to define and
express their own sexuality and/or
affectional preference, and to choose
any lifestyle that does not infringe
upon the rights of others. We pledge an
end to all social, economic, legal and
psychological oppression of gay peo-
ple

The CDC endorsed Fred Harris for
the Democratic nomination for Presi-
dent by a vote of 67% and also gave
the group’s backing to Tom Hayden,
former anti-war activist, who is run-
ning against Sen. John Tunney for

to him at all, since the judge had the
final power to accept or reject Albert’s
evaluations.

No one had any complaints about
the quality of his work, Alberts said.

Rev. Alberts
Photo by Craig Rowland
‘“His [Feloney’s] behavior toward me
is irrational and hysterical,’’ he stated.
Alberts added that his debt for his
behavior had been paid and that to
hold that against him now is unjust.
Richard Weisman, director of
CASE, is responsible for hiring and
firing and he originally hired Alberts.
However, Alberts feels that Weisman
bowed to pressure from Feloney in dis-
missing Alberts. When GCN asked
Weisman to comment on the case, he
said, ‘I don’t believe this case should
be tried in the press.”” Alberts, in
rebuttal stated that ‘‘If he [Weisman]

Tunney’s Senate seat in the June
Democratic primary. According to
Elaine Noble aide Joe Beckmann,
Noble was present at the CDC conven-
tion and played a major role in gaining
Council support for Hayden.

Hayden, who is reportedly picking
up strength in his challenge to Tunney,
has accepted the entire CDC plank on
gay rights as his own in this campaign.
Hayden’s gay rights plank, according
to one source within the California
Democratic party, may serve as a
‘model’ for all future candidates.

The CDC gay rights plank, to be pre-
sented to the full Democratic party, is
as follows:

Therefore, the Democratic Party
endorses:

1. Passage of the Equal Rights
Amendment.

2. Passage of civil rights legislation
to prohibit discrimination against gay
people in the areas of housing, employ-
ment, public accommodation and pub-
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had demonstrated any real ethical
backbone, there would have been no
need to try it [the case] anywhere.”’

Alberts likened his situation to that
of many gays. ‘‘If you ‘come out’ there
are two things that happen to you,’’ he
said. ‘‘You’re called crazy, and you’re
fired. I was treated the way gay people
are treated by people who are inse-
cure and threatened by homosexual-
ity,”” he stated. In reference to Feloney,
he continued, ‘I think I represented a
threat to the insecure part of his
psycho/sexual identity.”’

Feloney might be unfair to openly
gay defendants, Alberts suggested. ‘I
believe that Feloney treats not only the
people who work with him this way,
but I think anybody, any defendant
who came before him, if that defend-
ant represented a threat to this man, I
think the man would treat him in a
similar way as he treated me.”’

““I did nothing to interfere with his
[Alberts’] staying here from September
to December,”’ Judge Feloney told
GCN. He explained that Alberts had a
temporary contract for that period. Of
this Alberts said, ‘‘There was no
temporary contract. That’s just not
true.”’

Feloney added, ‘‘This was, by the
way, the only court he was trained in.
He was supposed to be transferred to
another court.”’

*“I think it’s important to know,”’
said Alberts, ‘‘that his [Feloney’s]
statements are misleading. He made it
impossible to be appointed to another
court and then claims that they weren’t
able to put me in another court.”’

lic services.

3. An end to the systematic exclusion
of gay women and men from the armed
forces. We further call for the upgrad-
ing of less than fully honorable dis-
charges for reasons of homosexuality
to the level of fully honorable, with
retroactive benefits.

4. Prohibition of- discrimination
against gay women and men, in hiring,
promoting and otherwise, in the fed-
eral civil service.

5. An end to the denial of security
clearances, at all levels, based upon
sexual orientation and/or affectional
preference.

6. Elimination of tax inequities vic-
timizing single persons and same-
gender couples.

7. Elimination of bars to the entry,
immigration and naturalization of gay
females and male aliens.

8. Inclusion of prohibitions against
discrimination directed toward gay
women and men in all contracts
between agencies of the United States
government and their contractors.

9. Legislation banning the compil-
ing, maintenance and/or dissemination
of information on the sexual orienta-
tion and/or affectional preference of
an individual, for dossiers and data
banks, and directing the immediate
destruction of all such existing data.

10. The establishment of an Office
of Gay Awareness, under the auspices

Alberts is currently working with the
Civil Liberties Union of Massachusetts
(CLUM) which supports his claim that
his First Amendment right to free
speech has been violated.

Alberts discussed the problems of
gay defendants whom he worked with
and in, general. ‘“The majority of
people working in the courts did see
being gay as a problem,”’ he said.
“Let’s send them to the court clinic
and change them,’’ was the reaction to
gays of some officials, he added.
“There shouldn’t be the blanket
assumption that because a person is
gay he is not healthy,”” he stated. He
said that education of court officials
about homosexuality is essential if gays
are to be treated fairly in the courts.
““The court would benefit' by having a
relationship with the Homophile Com-
munity Health Service (HCHS),”” Al-
berts said.

He added that court officials might
be open to such a possibility. Gay serv-
ices and the courts share the'responsi-
bility of establishing communication
that would increase fair 'treatment of
gays.

Alberts identified his motivation for
the risks he has taken. ‘““For me,’’ he
said, ‘““my own values center around a
commitment to everybody’s right to
unfold their lives. It’s just that kind of
commitment that led me to do many
things.”” The gay marriage was an
example. ““In the gay marriage I was
saying, ‘‘Bringing to life a life that
already exists is just as much an act of
creation as p<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>