17 October 19uH
Dear Unes,

What with the virtual stooving of mail service to this igland, my morale has drovved

to néw lows, 4s I understand it, AYC has discontinued its service and from now on we
will depend on irregular vlane 'nd/or boat service to bring us our mail. One might think
that in view of the nature of our tour of duty on these forgotten islands that mail
service wonld at least be emphasized - no such luck. The resutl is that I haven't written
because there just isn't anything to write about.

I have heard partial revorts of the Indonesian indemendence movement in Java; what
detail I did hear said that the Dutch were willing to work on the basis of their wart im
promise of eventual #ndevendence within the Dutch commonwealth for the native nesovles
but that the British forces were intervening to end the oven rebellions without coordi-
nation with the Dutch authorities. Combined with the British action againtt the natives
in Indo-China, the British have apparently earned for themselves again their old role

as the protectors of the "Wgite Mans Burden." How the rest of the world will resct I do
not know - my own feeling is that the contradiction between the oromise of the Labour
Party and the ececomnlishments of its government is growing more serious day by day; it is
clear that for 2l1 the vrograms of sociel emancipation at home, the Fmpire volicy wiill
remain as rigid and as uncomvromising as ever before. The Levant was only the first case
we now knowe.

I have just f inished reading Denis Brogan's "Bhe Amertcan Character" & book which was
written to help explain the American soirit to our wartime allies; it is quick and easy
reading, light and humorous at times, but It hink that the average Briton would be
quickly confused by the unexvlained references to American history, legend, and idiom.

It is good reading for Americans, for Brogan is a clear sighted critic; however L fedl
that he e ver quite gets down to what to my mind is the basic key to thes Americen
Character, if there is such a thing at all in terms of an integrated national nersonsality
that can be examined. We are a union without unity, we are g nation withont naticnality.
It is almost impossible to define America in the terms which you use to define the other
" countries of the world, There is no such thing as an ethnic or a geographic line of
demarcation in Fnglish snheaking North America but those are minor points. To say that

we are a nations of individusls im not enough; the British are individualistic, the Frenc
h have a strong feeling for nersonal liberty. But these Western democracies combine with
their supvort and practice of personal liberty a strong lyalty within each individual for
dertain basic policies which are recognized as to the best interest of 211, The most ob-
vious example is the institution of the British throne; more imnortant are British
Fmpire nolicy, the French-German rivalry along the Rhine, the deep rooted attitudes that
find their sources in the annals of Murovesn growth. Thers are no equivalent values for
the American community; the Blosest we come to it is in the Montoe Doctrine, but even in
the days of Pan-®merican unity that has been »rimarily & negative rather than a positive
element of our policies. In the modern United States we do not have the elements which
create a common interest by sgreement; our great ventures have to be hammered out. Our
results are more or less unvpredictable since we have no nermanent policy anchors to
which we cling - we waver Detween free trade and tariff, between intermention and
isolation, between social reform and laissez-faire - oftentimes contradictory nbtions
will be appbled simultaneously. The American Character becomes a very difficult thing to
analyzee. 1 read somewhere that the melting vot notion is finally heing given the hezve-
ho end it is about time: the melting wot sugeests a refined, uniform result while Americe
is no more than a rough mixture. The whole sscret of America is that its many elements
have retained as much of their original characteristics as poskible - the strenghbhb of
America up to this point in our history has been the strength of these elements working
together or in conflict to arrive at some necessary synthesis, They guarmntee originalit)
snd they guarantee oven minds and a willingness to change and progress. America will
have come of age when it can combine these cualities of democratic action and flexibility
with a minimum number of permanent nolicies, such as the guarantee of world justice,
freedom and peace, the readiness to commit our national wealth to onpose any threat to
those factorse Well, this subgpﬂt can be elaborated up for page after page those

are just my first thoughts.



The newe last night carried Tisenhower's andwer to th- farrison report on the condition
of Jewish displaced wersons in American zones of occumastion; I hove that the General

ig correct in saving that their lot has been markedly improved and that their housing
and sustenance needs are being vrorerly cared for. However his saying that the Harrison
renort was overly critical since it falled to consider the immense tasks facing the

US Armed Forces of dccup@tion makes me think that perhaps the Army was in need of a
slight civildan reminder that this question could not be allowed to slide.

I was at the airfield this morning and as far as I could tell there was no mail in =
great., Last nightf, believe it .or not -.I lost 9400 voints in 9 rubbers of bridgel 4
new record without a doubt! 'Nate Wolfe is due to leave inthe near future so It hink
that the steadiness of our v»laying is about to come to a halt - foom here on 1 guess
that we will vlay once or twice a week, : '

CK for now - fj%{
All my love, ﬂﬁ/@ﬁ
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