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Randy Hazelton / Free Press Staff

Student Body Vice-President Marpheen Chann discusses his vision for the ED Talk discussion while sitting in

the Woodbury Camous Center.

Jeremy Holden
Free Press Staff

EDTalks, a public forum in the
format of question-and-answer
sessions for students who want to
have a voice in education on a lo-
cal and state-wide level, is being
brought into existence through The
Free Press in collaboration with the
student body vice president, Mar-
pheen Chann.

Chann emphasized that the event
is a place for students to address
their concerns and inquiries regard-
ing their education at the Univer-

sity of Maine System and what the
legislature’s plans are for education
around the state. Politicians in the
Maine Legislature, from the Port-
land and Gorham area, are coming
to the University for the EDTalk
session. Students will be able to
ask these legislators about the
problems surrounding the Maine
education system. Chann hopes
that students will tackle some of
the main issues that are currently
causing complications around
USM —budget cuts and funding.
“These public forums are meant

to help students to get a better
grasp of policies around USM and
Maine,” said Chann. “It also allows
students to express their concerns
to state leaders.”

Azia Gilbert, a senior English
major, thinks that these talks will
help students find out what the
state’s priorities are for education.
Gilbert said that in most of her
classes, professors and students
are voicing their frustration about
all of the proposed cuts to depart-
ments at USM.

The impact that the talk can

have, Chann stressed, is measuring
how much the administration and
the state government in Augusta
are able to back up what they say.
This EDTalks session is a way for
students to express their concerns
about their education to the people
that actually make decisions re-
garding public education and have
it lead to action in the long-term.

John Correll, a freshman mu-
sic performance major, thinks the
EDTalks is a great idea. Correll
said that he feels like the school
administration activities are not in
depth or discussed in an informa-
tive way. He said that he wants to
have a discourse with his fellow
students in order to see different
points of views on education fund-
ing and cuts.

“This event will help bring the
issues closer to the hands of the stu-
dents,” said Correll. “It will spread
awareness to students about what is
happening at USM and hopefully
give them encouragement to take
action.”

Essentially, the concept behind
this question-and-answer session,
according to Chann, is to look be-
yond the university political struc-
ture. This talk will help students
find for information outside of the
answers university officials have
been giving to the faculty and stu-
dent body.

“I don’t think it’s an idealistic
event,” said Gilbert, after being
asked what impact she thought
the talk would have on students.
“Hopefully it encourages people to
try to change things. If anything, it
will expand the minds of students
and possibly empower us, as mem-
bers of the university, to take action

nts to discuss education

and make changes.”

Gilbert said that one of the state-
ments she’d make to the legisla-
tors, should she attend the talk,

“Hopefully
it encourages
people to try to
change things. If
anything, it will
expand the minds
of students and
possibly empower
us, as members
of the university,
to take action and
make changes.”

-Azia Gilbert
Senior English major

would be her concerns about the
direction for USM as a university.
Gilbert believes that the university
is leading itself into becoming a
“glorified trade school” that merely
wants students get an education to
fill positions in white collar jobs.
She would like to hear how the
legislators would respond to this
concern, and also hear what other
students have to say about this
opinion.

“Just because the university says
we have to do something about the
budget and funding doesn’t mean
that the administration has the final
answer to solve problems,” said

See EDTALK on page 5
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Stuaent profile: Shadiyo Hussainali shares her as,o/rat/ons

Sloane Ewell
Free Press Staff

Shadiyo Hussainali is a third
year biology major with a focus
in pre-med at USM. Hussainali

urrently is living in Portland and
pends a lot of her time on the
ortland campus. The places she
requents vary every semester, but
he consistently spends much of
er time in the multicultural cen-
er located in the Woodbury. Hus-
ainali does a lot of work there as
ell as in the Science Building.
he is a member of the multicul-
ural club, the pre health club and
s the vice president of the Mus-
im Students’ Association of USM
s well as doing after-school help
or other students, both tutoring
nd advising.

Hussainali works at fundrais-

rs and does community service
or these clubs to raise awareness

From EDTALK on page 4

Chann. “I want students to be able
to find out the source of the budget
cuts and where our funding is go-
ing.”

Correll agrees with Chann when
it comes to learning about school
funding. When Correll was asked
about the inquiries he has for the
EDTalk, he said that he wants to
know how much of the school
funding comes from the govern-
ment and how much the school
makes on its own. Correll also said
that he thinks the impact this talk
will have on the university will be
small, but he appreciates the op-
portunity to ask questions and to
see what’s going on in state funded
education.

There are currently three state

of various causes. Recently, Hus-
sainali worked with the pre health
club to host a salsa dance where
all proceeds went to a charity. The
group also raises money through-
out the year for world health costs.
Currently the group is hoping to
partner with the Muscular Dystro-
phy Association for an event.
Through the multi-cultural club,
Hussainali works to host events
so that students can get to know
one another and simply hang out
and enjoy themselves. She also
meets with ESL students to help
teach them and encourage them to
try and get a college education. As
the vice president of the Muslim
Association of USM, Hussainali
puts together small events and
things like food tables to catch
students’ attention. “As a Muslim,
I want to change pre-notions of
what being a Muslim is. I want to
educate other students who may

legislators that will be at the ses-
sion on Nov. 21. Students will be
able to discuss the issues with the
Maine Senate president Justin Al-
fond, the Democratic state repre-
sentative from Gorham Andrew
Mclean, and the Democratic chair
of the education committee in the
state Senate Rebecca Miller. Chann
is still trying to find one more state
legislator from the Portland or
Gorham area to join the discussion.

“These state representatives
and senators have a responsibility
to listen to students,” said Chann,
“and consider what they have
to say. We want students to help
contribute to statewide debates on
education.”

news@usmfreepress.org
' @USMFreePress

From LABS on page 2

to justify with budget cuts. It will
be money well spent. The number
of science students is increasing.
This is good news.”

Fitts confirmed that many of the
lab spaces haven’t had major up-
dates. “Bailey Hall was built in
1970 and hasn’t had a significant
renovation, and Payson Smith has
a lab that hasn’t been renovated ei-
ther.” Although Anderson doesn’t
have renovation records, he said,
“We haven’t had major renova-
tions in decades. Clearly, if you
go around to the labs, you can see
they haven’t had serious renova-
tions in a long time.”

When asked about an increase
in science students, Anderson said
in an email that data tracked for
the last three years shows growth,
“Since 2011, the fall enrollment in
sciences (Biology, Chemistry, En-
vironmental Science, Geosciences
and Physics) has increased from
516 to 551 (3.2 percent). There are
other areas that have also experi-
enced growth: Computer Science
increased from 103 to 132 (28.2

percent); Engineering from 144 to
207 (43.75 percent); Linguistics
from 59 to 80 (35.5 percent); Ex-
ercise Health and Sports Sciences
from 351 to 385 (9.7 percent); and
Recreation and Leisure Studies
from 34 to 52 (52.9 percent).”

The effect of renovations on de-
partment interdisciplines is posi-
tive. “Another thing that’s exciting
is more interdisciplinary efforts
will change the way classrooms
are structured. Renovations will
bring together different sciences
into one room,” Champlin said.

Champlin explained that be-
cause USM is a research university
that they do a lot of research and
renovations could bring research
into the classroom.

“It will help students learn and
will provide better equipment for
professors to teach with. It will
improve the quality of what we
learn,” freshman nursing student
Chaz Kerrigan said.

Stepfan Jones, a junior psychol-
ogy major, said, “I think it’s great

news@usmfreepress.org
» @USMFreePress

Check our avallable
positions online and

apply;

reepress.org/job-opportunities

know not know much about us.
We want to help with any ques-
tions people may have. Don’t be
scared to come to our events or
drop by the multicultural center”
Hussanali said.

After USM, Hussainali has as-
pirations of attending Tufts uni-
versity in Boston for graduate
school. Ultimately, Hussainali
wants to become either an emer-
gency physician or emergency OB
GYN and get a job at Maine Med.
Hussainali has already worked
outside of school to make this
dream a reality when she worked
as an assistant for an emergency
doctor at the Mid Coast hospital
in Brunswick, where she mostly
filled out patients” documents for
the doctor.

news@usmfreepress.org
- @USMFreePress
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Jen Smith
Free Press Staff

The Muskie School of Pub-
lic Service and Osher Lifelong
Learning Institute hosted its last
presentation in the series “Politics
Then and Now, In Maine and the
Nation” for 2013, which began in
September. Next March, they will
have gubernatorial candidates
speak. Former state Senator Cyn-
thia Dill, Representative Kenneth
Fredette, the current Republican
leader in the Maine House and
Amy Fried, professor of political
science at UMO, who also wrote
Pathways to Polling, spoke about
the current challenges in politics
and government on Thursday eve-
ning.

“The last house session was
very tough. There was a bill to
sell the Blaine House and a bill
to eliminate the governor’s pen-
sion,” Fredette said. He said the
bills pointed to a certain amount
of friction in the house. He allud-
ed to Governor LePage’s off-col-
or comments about Senator Troy
Jackson, of District 35, a logger
from the Allagash, a small town
in northern Maine.

Patrick Higgins / Multimedia Editol

Third year biology major Shadiyo Hussainali is a member of the multi-
cultural club, the pre-health club, and is vice-president of the Muslim
Students’ Association. Hussainali has worked as an assistant for an
emergency doctor, and she plans to become an emergency physiciar

or an emergency OB GYN.

Fredette moved on to discuss
the discrepancies in campaigns by
comparing clean election candi-
dates running for the state house,
who get $4,500, versus other
candidates who spend $60,000.
He said, “People have figured

“Money and
influence of
independent
expenditures

has changed the
playing field.”

-Kenneth Fredette
Minority leader, Maine house
of representatives

out how much power the state
has and are trying to get into the
House or Senate.” When Seth
Goodall stepped down, Fredette
said, “$100,000 was spent on both
sides for the state senate race.”
“Money and influence of inde-
pendent expenditures has changed
the playing field. We need reforms
that both Democrats and Republi-

“Politics Then and Now” becomes a “then”

Alex Greenlee / Free Press Staff

Maine house of representatives minority leader Kenneth Fredette (left) and USM professor of political science
Amy Fried (right) both spoke at the final event of the “Politics Then and Now, In Maine and the Nation.” They
discussed campaign funding and the current political climate in Maine, among other subjects.

cans work on together,” Fredette
said.

He provided an example of
bipartisanship that he experi-
enced with former Speaker of the
House John Martin, a Democrat
who worked with Republicans.
“I served with John Martin, a
legend in Maine, he was in the
legislature for almost 50 years.”
Being a Democrat didn’t stop him
from working across party lines,
Fredette said.

Part of the solution to the prob-
lems in Maine government is
having fresh insights from young
people. “John Martin recruited
people at colleges for the legis-
lature.” Fredette said, before re-
itorating that getting young peo-
ple involved is something both
Democrats and Republicans must
do.

Because representatives and
senators sometimes refuse to work
together, Fredette called upon ev-
ery citizen to act for change to oc-
cur. “We need to be accountable.
Obviously, we need reformers: |
am, you are, we are.”

news@usmfreepress.org
@USMFreePress
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In Brief...

Common hour
goes to the
faculty senate

Student Body President Kelsea
Dunham addressed the faculty
senate at their November meet-
ing last Friday on the subject of
the common hour which was pro-
posed and passed as a referendum
question in the last two student
government elections. Dunham
told the senate that she became
student body president on the
platform of a desire to build a
sense of community at USM.

Dunham’s spot on the meet-
ing’s agenda came not long after
a discussion of what the universi-
ty’s future would look like. When
introducing her pitch for the com-
mon hour, Dunham said, “I think
building community is one of the
biggest things we need to do to
change the direction of this uni-
versity, and we can’t do that if we
don’t have time.”

The idea of a common hour is
that in the middle of each day, an
hour be set aside where there are
no classes, and students are free
to join in extracurricular activi-
ties, eat lunch or just connect with
other members of the USM com-
munity.

Dunham said that one of the
reasons the common hour has not
come to fruition, despite being
voted in by the student body, is
that a change in the course sched-
ule would be necessary, and the
student senate has no influence
over the course catalogue. Dun-
ham said that she brought the is-

sue to the faculty senate because
they have more of a chance of in-
fluencing the schedule.

Physics Professor and Faculty
Senate Chair Jerry LaSala men-
tioned that something similar ex-
ists in British universities. “It’s
a great community-builder, and
it would be lovely if it worked
here,” LaSala said.

Concerns were then raised
about the loss of an hour nega-
tively impacting the number of
courses offered, and impeding
the ability of commuter students
to schedule their classes in order
to fit around concerns of work,
family and travel. In the end, it
was decided that a working group
should be established to study the
possible implications of the com-
mon hour before any further steps
were taken.

President Kalikow, who was in
attendance at the faculty senate
meeting, said that once the group
was established, she would in-
volve the registrar’s office in the
process.

Counselor
education
class puts
together mini-
conference

USM’s counselor education
program will be hosting a mini-
conference on Dec. 4 for 7:00 to
9:30 p.m. in 405 Bailey Hall. The
conference will be put on by coun-
selor education Professor Zark
VanZandt’s class, “Orientation to
the Counseling Profession,” and
will consist of student teams pre-
senting posters on relevant topics
in the counseling field.

The class has created a preview
of the event which can be found
here:  http://publicitygroupusm.
wix.com/counselingconference.

USM
chemistry
gets
accredited

On Oct. 22, USM announced
that the undergraduate chemis-
try program has become accred-
ited by the American Chemical
Society. The accreditation is a
certification that the chemistry
program is comparable to other
chemistry programs from schools
nationwide. The USM chemis-
try department chair, Dr. Hank
Tracy, called the accreditation,
“a validation of the department’s
commitment to delivering excel-
lence in chemistry education,” in
the press release on the accredita-
tion released by the university’s
director of communications, Jen-
nifer Dean.

Tracy also stressed the impor-
tance of research in the growth
of the chemistry department.
“Chemistry faculty at USM have
active research programs and
encourage undergraduates at all
levels to become involved in re-
search opportunities. Students
graduate from the chemistry pro-
gram with strong research skills,
allowing them to be better pre-
pared for employment or gradu-
ate work after graduation,” Tracy
said.

ACS is a nonprofit organiza-
tion chartered by Congress, and
is, in fact one of the largest sci-
entific organizations worldwide.
Earlier this year, ACS awarded
the USM student chapter of the
ACS the Green Chemistry Award
for outreach activities done in the
2011 to 2012 year.

news@usmfreepress.org
@USMFreePress
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Police Beat

Selections from the

' USM Department of
Public Safety police log

Oct. 24 to Oct. 28

Friday, Nov. 1

Running on fumes
12:21 a.m. - Warning to operator for exhaust. - G20
Parking Lot, 28 Husky Dr.

How are summonses like demon summoning?
12:29 a.m. - Summons issued to Alexandra Stewart, 18
of Gorham, for possession by consumption. - Brooks
Student Center, 32 University Way

Minor in the major league

12:47 a.m. - Bianca M. Diprato, 18 of Gorham, issued a
summons for illegal possession by a minor. - Upperclass
Hall, 25 Husky Dr.

“What? | can’t hear you, officer.”
1:10 a.m. - Report taken for a noise violation. - Upperclass
Hall, 25 Husky Dr.

What'’s red and white and octagonal all over?
4:46 p.m. - Warning for stop sign violation. - Bedford St.
at Surrenden St.

Quick-draw McGraw
5:26 p.m. - Warning for texting while driving. - Brighton
Ave.

Saturday, Nov. 2

But at least we know they care
12:04 a.m. - Gorham Fire Department responded for a
malfunction. - Upperclass Hall, 25 Husky Dr.

Putting down roots
2:06 a.m. - Checking on a vehicle parked for a long time.
All set. Philippi Hall, 19 Campus Ave.

Vilely vivisected vegetation
7:06 a.m. - Someone drove a vehicle over the grass. -
Luther Bonney Hall, 85 Bedford St.

Check that check-in off the check list

12:43 p.m. - Checked on a subject who is all set. -
Woodward Hall, 20 University Way

Only one side to this story
4:32 p.m. - Warning for operating the wrong way in a one
way. - Law Building, 246 Deering Ave.

Sunday, Oct. 3

What’s your sign, girl?
9:38 a.m. - Warning to operator for stop sign. - Parking
Lot P3, 34 Bedford St.

Undocumented driver gets documented up
9:53 a.m. - Written warning for registration and inspection.
- Brighton Ave. at Kenwood St.

Consider yourself warned, sign
10:12 a.m. - Warning for stop sign. - Bedford St.

A little far from home?

12:25 p.m. - Traffic summons issued to Dennis Perrin, 63
of York, ME for an inspection violation. - Bedford St. at
Surrenden St.

Police logs are edited for grammar and style. They can be
found at usm.maine.edu/police/campus-crime-log.



