August 2nd 19ls

Decr QOnes,

Yecterday was a good meill dey -~ Joe Thompson, Herb Schreiber, Dottie Mintz, and home,
Last night we had a three hour session down here loading out and it looks¥ike a repeat
verformence tanight - lote of fun. At least it is a break in the routine - I don't

really mind working after hours; 1t is not ag if there were anything else I feel is

more important to do. It 18 Just. that there are alweys the petty aggravations and
problnms involved in getting the many detells straightened| out and getting the work
rolling. last night once we started, I wes able to come into the office = we have a
generator hooked up now - and write a letter to Joe, But of course I have to be here {
snd be aveileble, Like everything else in the Army too, the element of'hurry mp and w
wait" is & little shnoying. I guess I will have to miss our return engsgement m=tch

at volleyball with the New Zealsnders tonight. (#or: is no% consistent with Sant6lst eni?&i

I was wondering lagt night whether my short daily letters ére entirely satiefactory;: my
idea waee that nerhaps you would want longer 1» tters written two or three times a week

in etead. After all, most of my letters are 1little more than & rehash and cormment on

your news detalls and clippings. ( This is just & pascing thought - I'11 admit thet I

em in the habit now of answering everything and anything you send and it would be a little
difficult to change end let it accumulate for periods of & few days whil I sought some
grand inepiration,) My cofresnondence is more or less bresking down into one or two ¥
serious correspondences - people like Herb and Mise Pease; a few more semi-gserious ones -
the Osgoods, and most of my college friends, and Neil would fell into thet groun; and the
grest bulk of my casusl latters - the Juat*to-let-youknow—l»am—alive group. My le ars |
to you fall into the first two categories of cow se. After 15 months overseas,. g
of almost of all of the cagual group has dronped markedly, and with rere ex
occasional long letters from 8111 Snower or Dsve uwen thege neople fall int
category; I sort of write: them an automatic lettér - a paregravh asbout my current set-up,
a word or two on whet they wrote me, and a general naragraph on same issue of the day,

end that's it. Anyhoo, let me lnow what you think,

Love in Lewiston bs culte a sbdry; youare right that truth cen be stranger than any
fiction - it sounde like perfect mzterial for & modern peychological-study novel., I met
Bernard only once and of course I heve no resl impression of Louige other than her
coolness. The victim in the case certeinly took it hard and I can imagine that he is
Justified, I wonder if parental pressure comes into play somewhere along the line in the
whole e@ourse of events?!  Thanks for the story of the Davideons, Harrises, etec; the

cage of Mrs Hyman's not being Jewish still is unusual for New England But gince I hove
been in the Army and my contascts have been with vpeovle in the South snd the Yegt I have
learned that in districts where Orthodoxy was diluted a long time 2g0 the attitudes
towerd intermarrisge are very different. For myself, I am gtill firm.in nmv belief thet

it would be an unwise decision; for others, I etil) meintein thet there can be no
blanket disapvoovel and thzt eech case requires individuel consideration. Certainly the
fect that ettitudes ere chenging is 2z refketion of the zenerel status of religion in our
temporal world, One asnect of the oroblem which I hove noted is thet religious intolerancé
gnopesred to me to be stronger where the influence of religion was stronger., In other ‘
words, my imoression is thet where peonle are "religious" it is more often a2 lovalty to
thebr sect per se, than to its principles in terms of tolerance or good will. That mey
he 2 1ittle unfair, but surely the Churches of Americs end the world have a great deal
to learn to make #ffective the doctrine which they preach,

I have my fingere crossed on the curraat hild.re’ch position: it is eométhing to think about
but not to olan on. I know that vou are taking the right anproasch to it. Of course |
every home is not like hours and not every family has a Menikoe available, but I cannot
see packing an eight year old off to summer cemp; didn't Uncle Arch have a few problmms
a counle of summere agol Janie certeinly isn't ay more emotionally stable than Susan i
es I recall. I wee glad to see in a PM column thet the leaders of &he Jewish Agency



Bothe major groups must either accept or vresent a workable solution to replace the current

vroposals. There seems little likelihoond of Britain of the world's aprroval of the Pakistan
vlen to split India on the religious line,

That sort of clears the deck for this noontime - I'11 have to get some sleen tonight -

all my love

Regards to Doris.
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