August lst

Degr Ones,

I am solvent again and it feels good; things are in typical Santo shape today - a
whirloool with Thorpe in the middle. About ten thinge going on at once, nobody exactly
sure what he is doing,and the sbp full of telk about generals and shioments and nolice

un end everything else under the sun, One bit of conversation deserves to be recorded as
indicative of the way Thorpe is: we were working on tires and tubes snd we csme to a
certain size tube - the sergesnt commented that we had seven tubes of thab size, "Seven
tubes!" exclaimed the good “sjor," Seven Tubes, is that allt" Then without taking a
breath he turned to a visiting officer and said, " Seven tubes is a lot of tubes!!iM I
almost split my sides - a direct oontradiction in two consecutive sentences! Last night
I wrote at some length to Miss Yease snd and I sent a quick V-mail anniversary greeting

to Aunt Mel and Uncle Harold; we then »layed poker until midnight - I am becoming convimced
that I must be terribly lucky in love. Need I say moret!l! 4

You certainly went overboard for#fhe Founteinhecd" Mot her; when Joe Bothwell was here I
went up to his tent one night and his tentmate read me a portion of the book in which a
girl merries # mele character and goes off to spend the wedding night with her lover,
Hardly the normallorocedure -~ I never did see the book sgain or get aronnd to resding it,
I ~lwsys meant to, Thig morning for some resson I startod teking those Calcium pille
sgein, If I run low ( ot oresent I have & more than sdequat~ gupnly) I will let you know,.
“g sonn ss some of this nonsensicel pressure lets up eround here I am going to get my

teeth checked 2rain.

It seemes to me that Mre Craig'e comment on Greece is 2 little naive."Ynkif Britain were

to gat out of Greece, how would she ( Greece ) orotect herselft" Thst's hardly justifi-
cation for interference in the internal workings of the country. &nd after all, whom is
Britain to nretect Greece rgz2inst? The PM editoriel on the passage of the Chart-r touched
on a very critical voint., e are etill in the first nhawes of making our nost-war inter-
national nerticinstion ~ffective; the Charter cannot stand by itself, It is linked to our
sconomic molities, our volitical ¥iewnoints, our military attitudes end vrograms; we must
understand whet commitments =re required of us, we must be willing to undertake the

imnor tant ramifications of our new nositicn and resovonsibilities., We must develon a con-
sistent vnolicy, but more immnortant a consistent attitude, K

There seems to be no officimal news coming from Potsdam these dsys; every comnentator is
heving a field day guessing sbout what they are talking gbout end trying to decide what
sort of negotistors men like Byrnes, Trumen, Bevin, and Attlee will be as they meet the
more experienced Russian group. “s usual 1 find myself feeling very ontimistic, There seem
to he = number of nrononents of the idea that Y511ee or some agually osrominent Remiblicen
be taken into the State Demsrtment ass sn Acssistant; the idea heing to give the State
Devertment a non-political continuity between administmstions, whould t e nerty in vower
change, I wondér :f Truman is ready to meke that advanced 2 sten yet - * am inclined to
doubt it.

The exchange between Vandenberg and Grew helped to clerify the Polish cuestion orior to

our recognition of the cmrrent regime., # lot of the i1l feeling toward Russia on the ¥olieh
question is ed ( a8 it som often is) on ignorance of the true facts and issues involved,
t seems pretty clear thet the secret diplomacy of the,nest is pretty close to a dead

duck now; there is s0 much interest in the affaire of state that no question escapes the
mablie's eye and we are mindful of the simole feet that sll decisions affecting our rela-
tione with other nestione sre importent to the country ss = whole. I think that we will see
a development of the American Cabinet role to a point closer to that of current Brifish

narliamentary drocedure, where cabinet member find themselves under the constant nge
gerutiny 66 the House of Commons.

if
Thet sort of clears things for todey; Japan is certanly taking a tewrif ksting.
11 myf Aove,
Befarde to Darte



