August 9th 1945
Dear‘Ones,

The news this morning was pretty dull - just. another atonmic bombing, we've had one of those
already! Last night we played volleyball with the New Zealanders and managed to beat them
again. Again I had a couple of scotches so that the evening was 8 mmplete success. We came
back early - I read a letter from Franklin Allen - and I was asleep at 9; for some reason I
wes extremely tireds This noontime - it is Friday and fish day - I think the men and I will
go down to the beach and eat a pichbc lunch. They got some bread and butter and peanut

‘butter and I took some of our cenned collection that is still more than we will ever eat.

Last night one of the small news items was that the army does not contemplate reducing iis
size below 7 millions befof@?§§46 under any predicsébdle conditions and thet must have in-
cluded the Russian declaration -- finej I think that Army has done a pretty fair job during
the war, I think that the Army is necessary in the post-war period for protection and

for training, but I also think that once #he war pressure is over the Amy must return to
a status of complete civilian supervision of its general policies. If the Army brass does
not realize that fact I fear that they are going to find civilian dislike for the Army so
great that all of their progwams will be foredoomed to failure. It would be a good sign if
Stimson were to resign at the conclusion of hostilitkes and if & younger man ( not en Army
man - he must be a civilian through and through ) were appointed. Let's see - a man like
Joe Ball is the type I am thinking ofs

It will be important to note the results of the World 4ionist Conference; the fact that it
is being held in London, where the Labor overnwent is hewly in power, should help to center
attention upon it. At present there is every reason to look for Attlee's friendship to the
cause of Zionism and for an effort on the part of the Government 66 put its pledges into
action. Certainly there should be no conflict between Labor's promise and their Impire
policies as there was with Churchill. All reports from Burope point to the fact that the
Uprooted Jews will not be repatriated and thet Palestine becomesg a greater social necessity
than ever befores The statements of the Arab League do not have the force which they did
when the Conservative coalition was in the driveds seat.

I'wonier what the national reaction to the reforming of the Communist party has been - as
good as the TIMES is it doesn't (fortunately) reflect the thinking of the Hearst and similar
press and public groupse At present it seems to be only a matter of New York State, but even
if the Communist groups spring up in other ‘centers, they undoubtedly will not deserve the
vilification which they will be endure. The people who believe in non-violent communism
have every right to organize and to express themselves as a political group; you can argue
with their platforms, their statements, their theories, but you cannot dispute their right

to speak. It is not surprising that Browder and Minor and their policy of compromise

has been dropped in favor of Foster and the Duclos line.

It is interesting to note the many reactions to the British elections; one thing is clear
from Krock through Pil - the forces of the Left and of Labor Organization in America are

going to be strengthened considerably. Certainly we should see hannegan start getting a 1little
closer to the PAC than he has been up to now; and Truman may well swing back stenonger into
the left of center channel. We BBallsee. Certainly PM felt that the Left all over the world
got a shot of adrenaline.

Thet covers what clippings I brought down to the depot with me - I will finish this letter
up in the office even though the ribbons up there in the typewritess are so poore (I'11l
tack another word or two on now ) We had & pleasant noon hour at the beach; it is beuatiful
day and the kind that makes one realize that Santo &8 not too bad agter all. We had every
thing we wanted to eat and drink and then I stretched out for about a half-an-hour. Loken -
he is corporal, U of Wisconsin '44, well-read, aeethetic, serious and yet entirely indif-
ferent to the Army - wes telling us of his misadventures in the infantry bEfore getting into
Headqua;ters. It was a pleasant hoontime and my being the ohly officer caused no difficulty



The red is so mich clearer than the black that there is little point in not using thig
bright types I cannot see in the Potsdam uliimatum what it is that bothers Lerner =~ in
fact his reaction to it.is exactly what I felt was wrong with his concluding approach

in his series of editorials, The ultimatum was primarily a military threat, its condi tions
were uncondi tional surrender, in only the question of stripping Japan did it go int

any detail = it was not the purpose of the ul timatum to say on what day the Huperor would
be executed, on what day the Mi tsubighi cartel would be destroyed, and on what day the

- misgionaries were to arrive to start the counter-activity to Shintoisme Lerner keeps
talking about getting "the people" to surrender, he fears an empty victory = I see no
reason for his fears, for his denunciation of the ul timatum becauge it was not a full
length peace treaty with all the specifications. His goals are fine, his approach to the
Japanese problem is hard to criticize, but his critical approach to our military-diplomat=
ic program toward Yapan is mot sound for my moneye 1 know little or nothing about the
current Supreme Court disputes; it seems that Frankfurter has swung away from the Black-
Youglas grou}iof the court and the current alignment is just about 4-4 on the critical
-anti-trust and labor law interpretations, I have forgotten too much of my Gov 1 to be
sure as th the nature of the "due processt! dispute - I recall that it is part of the
l4#hii(?) amendnent and has long been a critical point of discusszion. Perhaps the next
article I receive on the topic from PM will help clear it up; Ag for the appoin tment:
theoretically there ghould be no question of partisanship in the choice. I imagine that
Truman will appoint someone prior to the adjournment of Congress. I hope that Congress
does not adjourn prior to action on the key comnversion legislation such as the Wagner
emplyment bill, )

The counter-rally uged in Los #4ngeles to _countqr the efforts of GLK Snith was a neat one
and an idea that should be catching; as Carey “cwilliams points out it is the positive
answer,. Give Snith and the “ationalists and the purveyors of hate and fear a clear field
and then beat him at his own game; public spirit can be as strong and obviously infini te=-
ly stronger for the goos and the right as for the fabble rousing of the malcontént, It is
the old story -~ gnith and his crowd suffocate in the free air and thrive in the dark,

ThePM report of the new revivalism whigh combines swing and religion under the impetus of
the Yeart ¥r esg was quite the thing. earst is yrob:;sﬁ\éfy on as saf'e a ground as he has
ever been - and it is a cinch that he has more than the spirit of Billy ™unday behind
thig 1little ventures The religious aspect puts the movement in a good public light - it
will attract many supporters who look mnd see nothing but its revivalist cover, The point
~ig that what Mc%lliams argues may have a great deal of validity = certain of its suppor=
ters are known to be men of the GLK Smith camp and there is a strong link between this
movement amd the current nationalist groups. I inagine that Seldes in IN FACY would have
greater documentatione In any event I see no reason to swallow the religious facade hook
line and sinker. The new ~indbergh 1iné is much more obvious; the Anerican Right has

not given up hope of sgelling the Lindbergh lemon to the Anerican people. We must be certai
n that our internationalism is not perverted to anti-Rissianisme. In all of this, whe ther
it is Yeart, or Smith, of “cComick, or Lee O'Deniel, or Reynolds or who have you, I am
not afraid of their power = I just think that we must maintain our vigilant attitude and
be sure that we never become casual or negligent and ignore the forces who seek to undo
the progress we are making, Whilé:’femai nalert and critical we need not fear,

On%f our problems is drawing the line between good and bad, because the Anerican

way of doing things so thoroughly confuses things: for example tlie many"Mother® groups

with high-sounding names and lofty ideals that scek to cover up the most'virulent forms
of native fagcism. # gimilar formula could be applied in greater or lesser degree to many
organizations on the American scene - the good and the sincere can be roped in by’ the
bade #4g always the answer comes inl the free press and the honest press and in constant
and public analysis and criticism, On the political front, the current picture wi=gR is
an outgrowth of this conditioh = labor's general position emphasizes thé current mis-
alighment which finds progressives of both parties against the extremes of both the
Democrats and the GOP. What the answer will be I do not know = good political leadership

might bring about a complete shift of party names and significance with the result that
the right wnd left would be defined and not xconfused by the party labels, And in turn



this would clarify the geheral national picture - Bilbo and Colonel McCormick would find
themselves together where they should be. We are living in a complex and extremely
political era and the more political organization we can secure out of political-social
chaos the better; you can remain non-par tisan only up to the point of makirng @& decision,
I would not dare to predict the course which we will take; 1 4o feel sure that we are
goihg to see a political realignment, We are leaving an age of political naivete and
entering and age of ideals and realities not labels. And despite the wide range of America';
groups from Right to “eft there is a clear line of demarcation which enters into almost
every issue a% a decisive point - our solution will come as that large amorphous middle
group in the &.aerican(ﬂcene settles into some degree of fofm and organization, The day of
fence sitting is gone|~- and there should be no con ion- bewween being aligned behind a
generally progressive, leftist policy and losing yﬁfeg\{ﬁ%gmo %f?ipsm.) .

The Mgad report seemed to have hit a number of nails on the head and it is to be hoped that
Congress and the fresident will revamp the administrative organizations to meet the
recomversion period with some semblance of order and responsibilitye, Ed "This is London"
Mirrow certainly hit the rail on the head in predicting Russia's detleration of war against
Japan. I got the letter which had the clipping noting hig prediction the day we got the
announcement, I was a little surprised to read in the Mdassah Newsletter clipping you

sent that Professor Fay had written an article for Current iistory which strongly favored
the Arab position in the “ear East; I studied under Fay only during my "unciRiticalt first
year and a half at.school - he was an ¢lderly man and a good teacher, though hardly an
ardent adherent to any philosophy.My impressions of hig as a critic are very vague; he
wrote for the Buardian and + think that most of us looked upon him a8 a disinterested
historian of the old schbol, |, - g
I am glad that you had the c¢ontact wi th Sachar = his comments on his difficul ties with
selling Hillsl to the Jewish students were excellent, My feeling still is that for Judaism
to become the living force that‘:is for men like Sachar and Samiels, its lessons and its
backgrounds #d its cultural significance mist be disassociated to some degree fowm the
religious aspects, Certainly that was my experience. The Cargel will shocked me; I
don'_ﬁ’ghink it reflects well on its author - if nothing el se, it puts a price on observa-
tion of the mourning periods I do not imagine that anyone concerned was especially happy
over its terms or its publiei ty. Where is L1tene now? :

Thanks for the fiilll stdry on the Jane-“isan sumner experience; I had not known that they
were at the same camp. I asgime that were it not for the Susan problem Yanie's summer
would have been more successful and that she (Janie) is not doing badly in developing a
pleasant personality and character. The problem 6§ Munt Julia seems. to be carrying on
into the gecond generation, and it would seem wise for Uncle “arold and mnt Mel to protect
Janie from the many complications, ®usan,as I recall her, is attractive = I have only
seen her besgt side, just @as ig my case with her mother, and so I can't really judge or
driticize. I hope that Bhele 4Arch is able to find the solution to the problems which you
depict, Mother. He deserves a break somewhere along the lines .‘
I am glad that Daddy was aked by Hidreth and did go to the meeting on the veterans'
program, ~o far, so goode Between Cld Urchard and “enikoe and all the trips the B'Ss
are doing a lo§ of vacationing @and I certainly like to see that, 1t lwas interesting %o
note that in all the discyssion of Morgenthai s position as next in [line for the +fresiden=
cy,his being Jewish was never mefitioned in wh8t I read; Pesrson s triibute to the retiring
Secretary was goode *y ig clear that even with the best politicdl mapagement, the ‘job of
reforming a cabinet has a lot of rough spots in dealing with personalities, The Mauldin
story continues to be far and away the best of the war,
OK for now = I don't know how this managed to get to be such g long Jletter - it cut in%
what I was going to write tomorrow - ;
‘ ; All my love, .~




