by Abe Haruvi

PROVINCETOWN, MASS. —
Over 750 gays braved March blizzard
to attend this year’s New England Gay
Conference held in Provincetown. The
conference, dedicated in memory to the
late Dr. Howard Brown, centered on
the theme ““Unity in Action.”

This year’s conference offered much.
It’s structural planning made it
possible for many guest speakers to be
heard, active participation in
workshops to take place, and positive
interactions, between separate gay
factions present, to occur. -

After welcome salutations from the
four Provincetown conference
coordinators, a panel discussion
consisting of six guest speakers set the
conference in motion. The guest
speakers included: Elaine Noble, Mass.
legislative representative; Bruce
Voeller, GAA President and executive
director of National Gay Task Force;
Loretta Lotman, of NGTF and Gay
Media; Brian McKnaught, President of
Dignity in Detroit; Mark Segal,
founder of Gay Raiders; and Janet
Cooper, Pennsylvania State instructor
in gay and erotic minorities.

“I’ve had a changing awareness of
the gay movement,” stated Loretta
Lotman during the panel discussion.
Loretta explained what many at the
conference felt to be true; that the
movement has realized much through
the past New England Gay
Conferences. The first conference two
years ago in Boston brought men and
women together and showed that they
could all work together with the
realization that they had power in
numbers. Last year, the conference,
also in Boston, brought gays from all
over New England, which produced a
distinct New England identity. This
year, the conference is marked as Ms.
Lotman stated, that “it’s essential that

(Continued on page 6)
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By Abe Haruvi

Workshops have always been a
highlight of the New England Gay
Conferences. This year was no
exception with the nineteen workshops
which were offered. Workshops started
after lunch on Saturday and ran
throughout the day. All workshops
were divided into one hour segments.
At times, three workshops ran in the
same hour. Many found the hour limit
too short and the grouping of three
workshops at the same time
constraining. However, the workshops
were in effect a success.

A workshop entitled ‘‘Gays In
Education’” was headed by Janet
Cooper. Students, elementary and high
school teachers, and professors spoke
about their problems and hopes. The

student group talked about the
hardships in maintaining high interest
on campus once their gay group won
recognition. Elementary and high
school teachers spoke on methods in
which less sexist material could
infiltrate the classroom without having
to identify themselves. The professors
discussed the starting of gay studies
programs in the schools and working
within the administration on gay
matters.

Third World Gays was headed by
Stephanie Byrd of the National Black
Feminist Organization. Oniy a few
third world gays showed up. The thrust
of the workshop was to explain that the
rights of the gay movement can get

(Continued on page 3
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PROVINCETOWN, MASS. — The
women met once, and they decided that
they had to meet again. This is not a
love story, or maybe it is. It is the story
of the lesbian-separatists who met at
the Provincetown conference, and
decided to meet again. At the first
meeting, Men came thinking that
it was a workshop about lesbian,
separatism and not for lesbian

separatists. The women argued that men

should/shouldn’t be allowed in the
room. The point of the meeting got
lost; they decided to meet again.

On Sunday morning the women met
again; no men came. Attempts to put
together a lesbian-separatist discussion
just did not get off the ground. Finally,
a person suggested that the workshops
were asked to provide proposals that
would be passed by the entire body of
the convention. The women started to
draft proposals.

They voted to support: the men and
women jailed and harassed in the Saxe-
Powers investigation; the 200-mile
fishing limit and the Provincetown
fisherpeople; gay speaker’s bureaus;
woman’s art shows; foster parents
programs; gay parents in custody cases
and day-care programs. :

They asked for gay men to raise their
feminist consciousness, to get involved
with the children of the community, to
remove sexist terminology from their
speech, and to join them in their
struggle to eliminate racism from the
community.

The women’s workshop proposed
that a women’s caucus be made a
permanent part of the convention and
that there be an elected conference
planning committee that would meet
and sit all year in order to plan the next
conference and to initiate action in
support of the proposals. Both these
proposals were passed, but, as yet, the
committee has not been elected.
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BANGOR — Maine Gay Task
Force Coodinator Karen Bye has
moved from her home in Brunswick to
Bangor to direct the final planning
stages for Symposium II, Maine’s
second gay conference. Late word from
Johnny Frank at the University of
Maine is that two additional work-
shops have been added to those already
announced. Both are concerned with
male and female monogamy.

* %* *

BRUNSWICK — The reported
death of LAMBDA may have been a
little premature: Whatever their status,
they have scheduled a flea-market to be
held on Friday and Saturday, March
21 and 22 at the Unitarian Church on
Pleasant Street in Brunswick. Proceeds
will go to LAMBDA and Symposium
I1.

* * *

BANGOR — The Social event of
the season occurred last week at the
home of Kerry Black. With full
approval and assistance from his
mother he hosted the Quilting Bee II
party. An earlier such occasion at the
substandard residence of Susan
Henderson failed to complete the quilt.
Informed sources close to the situation
have informed GCN that ‘‘very
considerable” gaiety at the first soiree
‘made completion of the total quilt unit
an impossibility. Thanks to the Blacks
The Quilt is at last complete and will be
auctioned off at Symposium II.

* * *

EAST SULLIVAN — Bradlee
Emerson will host this coming weekend
a party for Hancock County Gays at
his coastal farm, Baymeath. Emerson is
Chairperson of HCGs.

* * *

ORONO — Dr. Brightman, who
teaches a Human Sexuality Course at
the University has-invited WWS
members, Steve Bull, Susan Henderson
and LaVerne Estes to speak at his class
on March 19.

The WWS Club, with the UMO
Feminists and Campus Friends of Civil
Liberties, will sponsor Dan O’Learn as
a contestant in the annual Miss UMO
Pageant. It is hoped this will raise the
consciousnesses about the
dehumanizing effect of such pageants
and to enforce the anti-sex-
discriminating rule that all UMO
organizations must sign.

The Gay Forum radio show is going
well. Willy Willette and Kate Nelligan
(secretary of the student senate) were
on this week’s show. The subject, Gay-
straight relationships. Next week the
Unitarian ministers in Bangor will be
guests.

* * *

BANGOR — The Dean of Students
at Thomas College has contacted the
Wilde-Stein Club asking if some of
their members might serve as resource
people for a class on life-styles choices
given at his college.
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news notes

TRURO FORUM OPTS FOR FIG
LEAF

TRURO — (The Provincetown
Advocate) The Truro town forum
voted last week, two-to-one to go along
with the Cape Cod National Seashore
and ban public nudity at the popular,
town-owned, Head of the Meadows
Beach.

The action would have no force
unless a town meeting passes articles
enacting a ban bylaw and increasing
police funds for enforcement. The
proposal will come before a special
Town Meeting, possibly on April 17, if
10 percent of Truto’s voters — 98
signatures — petition an article for a
special Town Meeting.

Enforcement is estimated to cost
$32,000 this summer including 10
seasonal rangers, two oversand
vehicals and communications
equipment. Superintendent Larry
Hadley at Seashore headquarters in So.
Wellfleet said in a press conference, *‘I
shrink - at the thought of rangers
running around trying to grab nude
people.”
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PARK SQUARE BLDG. BLOCKED
Pedestrian traffic on the Arlington
Street side of the Park Square building
in Boston was detoured onto the streets
last Friday, Saturday, and Sunday.
Although some Boston gays, as well as
one police officer, thought this was an
ettort by the Boston Police to curb the
high incidence of male prostitution,
official police sources have denied it.
According to Deputy Police Supt.
John Ruchowski, head of District

Four, the Park Square Building
Management Co. was performing roof
repairs to the building over the
weekend, and roped off the sidewalk
below without a permit from the city’s
Building Department. Ruchowski says
that the building management was
ordered to remove the ropes and
permit pedestrian traffic pending
issuance of a side-block license from
the city.

DEPORTED GCN WRITER
VISITS CANADA

John Kyper is visiting Canada for
four days as a guest of Gays of Ottawa.
Last August at Niagra Falls Kyper was
served a lifetime Deportation Order for
being “a member of the prohibited
class of persons.”” Under the
Immigration Act homosexuals are
prohibited entry into Canada.

Kyper brought his deportation to the
attention of the Gay Alliance Toward
Equality, in Toronto. In September
GATE sponsored his illegal entry into
Canada to embarass the government
and to press for repeal of those sections
of the Immigration Act that
discriminate against homosexuals.

One month later Gays of Ottawa
sponsored a picketing of the
Immigration Department, and
representatives of the group met with
an assistant to the Minister of
Manpower and Immigration. They
were told that Kyper could write for
permission to enter Canada, and it
would be granted.

Finally in January, Kyper received
word from Immigration that he would
be eligible for a Minister’s Permit.
Each time he wishes- to enter Canada,
Kyper must write for permission one
month in advance, specifying his
destination and length of stay in
Canada. He must also specify his point
of entry into Canada, and the Permit
will be waiting for him at the border
station.

Kyper has received permission to
visit Montreal and Ottawa from March

Offices for Otherfund

by Jack Armstrong

BOSTON — The long-awaited
kickoff of the $40,000 Otherfund
campaign has been postponed two
weeks to give organizers more time to
make final preparations for the fund
drive.

Postponement of the kickoff from
April 1 to April 15 was caused partly
by Otherfund’s recent move to its new
offices on the eighth floor of a building
at 80 Boylston St., according to
Otherfund Executive Director Pat
Everling. He also pointed out that,
until recently, the Otherfund campaign
coordinator was enrolled in college and
working fulltime elsewhere.

Regardless of the delay in starting
the fund drive, Everling said Otherfund
still hopes to end the fund drive by Gay
Pride Week in June. By that time
Otherfund expects to have raised
$40,000 to benefit the Charles Street
Unitarian-Universalist = Church,
Daughters of Bilitis, Fag Rag, Fenway
Community Health Center, GCN and
the Homophile Community Health
Service.

But before the fund drive gets
underway, Otherfund will hold an open
meeting from 6 to 9 p.m. Monday,
April 7, to welcome all gay people to
their new offices and to explain what
Otherfund is all about. Otherfund also

hopes to attract people, particularly
women, to work on the campaign.

The need for women is based on the
fact that Otherfund is operated and
staffed predominantly by men — not
because the men wanted to keep
women out, but simply because few
women expressed an interest in joining
Otherfund, Everling said. Otherfund
also hopes to enlarge its board of
directors, which currently has six
members.

A more immediate need is the raising
of $2,500 to ‘cover the expense of
opening and equiping Otherfund’s new
offices. Everling said a private fund-
raising affair will be held this weekend
to help raise that money, but that
donations are welcome.

Otherfund is incorporated as a non-
profit organization and has applied to
the federal Internal Revenue Service
for tax-exempt status which will allow
donors to deduct donations from their
income taxes next year. Everling said
Otherfund’s attorney, Richard Rubino,
feels the tax-exempt status will be
granted spon.

Otherfund’s new address is 80
Boylston St., Room 819. The office
hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and the new
telephone number is 426-0412.

The new mailing address is
Otherfund Inc.,, Box 1997, Boston
02105.

22nd to 26th. Gays of Ottawa plans to
use his visit for further publicity, to
keep gay pressure on the Immigration
Department. In January the
Department came out with a “Green
Paper” of recommended changes in the
Immigration Act. Canadian Gay
activists are angry because the report
sidestepped the issue of repealing the
anti-gay sections of the Act

SALEM GAY CENTER OPENS

SALEM, MASS. — The Gay
Liberation Movement has come to the
middle North Shore! Last October the
Salem Gay Center was organized at
Salem State College under the auspices
of the College’s Sexuality Learning
Center. The Center’s program has been
developed and carried through the
efforts of about a dozen faculty
members, students, and members of
the community.

On-going activities have included a
hotline every Tuesday evening between
8 and 10 p.m., a drop-in center in the
Sexuality Learning Room every
Wednesday from 7 to 10 p.m., and a
weekly column on Gay Topics in the
College’s newspaper, The Log. In
addition, the Center sponsored a
“Lavender Rhino” week last fall, at
which time Gay Media Action Rhino
posters were prominently displayed
throughout the college. Early this -
semester an evening’s program entitled,
“Some of Your Best Friends” included
the showing of a film by that title, some
personal talks about “What It Means
to be Gay,” and a group discussion on
issues in homosex uality.

Any Gay woman or man in the
middle North Shore area is invited to
stop by at the Drop-in Center or to

- contact the hotline at 745-0594 on

Tuesday evening.

by Su Borden

WELLS, ME. — Robert Boisvert,
owner of the Stage Door has again
been denied a liquor license by the
Town of Wells. The Seacoast Area Gay
Alliance have organized a boycott of
the establishments in the Wells area.
For more information contact
S.A.G.A., Box 1424, Portsmouth,
N.H. 03801

EXETER, N.H. — The March 17th
lesbian rap group was attended by
fifteen gay women including members
of the three New Hampshire gay
organizations. The roles and structure
of these organizations was discussed.
The general concensus was that each of
the groups plays a distinctive,
important role, and that lesbians from
each group should work together
around lesbian issues.

The topic for the March 24th rap will
be the pros and cons of monogamy.



Dr. Rachel Pinney at ‘‘Communication Skill’’ workshop

WOrkshops

(Continued from page 1)

direction and insight from the civil
rights movement of the ’60’s. Another
point brought out was the necessity for
gays to recognize racism in the ranks.

Age and Ageing was run by A.
Nolder Gay, a columnist at the Gay
Comm. News. Topics discussed there
included the problems of aged gays-and
their lack- of-involvement and the lack
of organizations available to involve
them;. socially-as well as politically.
Much- discussion also concerned the
blocks between youth and the aged and
the difference in time periods of
coming out.

A workshop entitled “Self-Help”
was conducted by workers of the
Provincetown Drop-in Center. Much
of the workshop centered around
certain personal problems of a few in
the group. They went on to discuss
one’s self-image of a gay identity and
what being gay is.

Gay Legislation was run by Nath
Rockhill, coordinator at NGTF, Laura
McMurray, and Ed LeMay of “Gay
Legislation ’75”. News notes from
Maine, Mass. and Connecticut were
read out and the legislation taking
place in those states was explained.
Basically, general information was
discussed as to what is happening, what
has happened and what can happen
regarding gay legislation and how
people in the movement can be
effective in making things happen.

Gays In Literature was headed by
Dr. Jack Richtman, National
Coordinator of Gay Studies; Modern
Lang. Assoc. of Americay Topics hit
included the recognition of good gay
litexature = from mtrash: the
understandment of certain writings as
containing homosexual connotations,
the need for more positive gay
literature, classical homosexual writers,
and etc.

Communication Skills was run by Dr.
Rachel Pinney, a communications
consultant. The main point was that
people need to understand one another
through the mastering of certain
communication skills. The importance
and to give feedback to the speaker was
stressed.

Gay Advocacy was run by members
of the Boston-based Youth Advocacy
Program. The group put in an article to
the conference requesting people to
become emergency or long term foster
parents of young gays. The workshop
explained the Youth Advocacy
Program at the Charles Street Meeting
House (Project Lambda) and stressed
that advocates are role- models and
friends of youth whose function is to
help young people work through the
system in order to get the services that
they need.

Gay Media Action was headed by
Mark Segal and Loretta Lotman. Talk

Times
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concerned national approaches to the
network for a more fair depiction of
gay lifestyles in programming.

Gay Alcoholism and Drug Abuse was
run by Judy Cortesi, of St. Vincent’s
Alcohol Clinic in Worcester. The use of
alcohol and drugs by gays is high. This
workshop ~ discussed” many ‘of the
reasons involved and the ways in-which
they develop.- Another aspect was the
need for special rehabilitation services
for gays.

Gays In Business and Professions was
led by Francis Doughty of NGTF.
Most of the people attending stated

Conference Co-ordinators (I. to r.): Ann Weld-Harrington, Carole Walter, Frank

Zamprielli, and Bill Damon.

their occupations and the consequences
that they would suffer if their
employers learned that they were gay.
A few discussed losing jobs and
inability to get promoted because of
discriminatory feelings against them.

Bar Politics was headed by Ann
Weld-Harrington and Krys Vogel,
both N.E. Gay Conference
Coordinators. Discussions centered
around the oppressiveness of bars and
the need for more non-oppressive bars
to come into existence.

Youth In The Movement was led by
Gay Youth; Boston. Discussions
centered on many of the trials and
tribulations of gay youth in being able
to integrate into the movement and the
laws which exist that consider them too
young and restrict them.

Coming Out As A Continuing Process
was handled as a panel discussion
including: Jeanne and Jules Manford
of Parents of Gays, Morty Manford,
and Jan Goodman, an author. This
workshop did not live up to its name.
What was discussed was each of the
panelists’ background into the
movement and the effects of their
coming out. Jeanne and: Jules Manford
spoke of what it was like being the
parents of a gay and their own
realization that all they wish for their
son is his happiness.

Gays in Film was coordinated by
George Mansour, who books films for
a theatre chain in Boston including two
gay movie houses; the North and South
Station Cinemas. Mansour first
showed two trailers (5 minute long
coming attraction) entitled, “South of
the Border” and ““Los Banditos.”” The
first was a heterosexual porno flick and
the latter homosexual. The only
difference between the two. was the

photo by the Provincetown Advocate

Lesbian Participation in
- Health Conference

byJudiStgin

BOSTON — The 1975 Conference
on Women and Health will be held on
April 4 through 7 at the Harvard
Medical Area, the Boston Latin
School, and Simmons College in
Boston. All women interested in the
issues affecting women seeking and
giving health care are invited to attend.
This conference will be the first time
that community women and women
health workers will be learning and
working together on the many different
aspects of women’s health and health
care.

Speakers, workshops and films will
be offered in all areas affecting
women’s health needs. Among the
many workshops will be twelve that
deal with some aspect of Lesbians and
health care. The Lesbian related
workshops include a panel discussion
on various aspects of Lesbians and the
Health Care System, as well as smaller
workshops about each of the topics
raised on the panel, such as The
Lesbian as Health Worker, Mental
Health and Therapy and others.

There” will also be six small

workshops geared towards Lesbians
,only which will deal with the issues of:
Lesbians Working in the Women’s
Health Movement,
Insemination,

Artificial
Lesbian Related

removal of the three females from the
straight movie and interchanged with
three males for the gay movie.
Otherwise, they had the exact same
plot and theatrics.

Mansour followed this by the 15
minute film “Chant d’ Amour” by Jean
Genet. This was a quality movie
dealing with a psychological study of
isolation and depression. One more
porno trailer was shown entitled,
SSur.”

Before the films were viewed
Mansour explained that the audience
was about to witness several beautiful
examples of sex exploitation films, and
how gay and straight porno movies can
be made exactly similar and equally
erotic with only minor changes of
characters. He stressed the fact that
there were good movies out such as
“Chant d° Amour’’ but the movie goers
prefer the hard porno as represented by
ticket sales.

Both Saturday’and Sunday were
marked with a workshop on Leshian
Separatism. Saturday was spent in
argument over whether men, who were
in attendance, should be present. In
order to have a women’s only
workshop, Sunday was spent in an all
female workshop where resolutions
and procedures for action were
discussed and written down in order
for them to be presented and voted
upon at the conference. The women
presented these resolutions and actions
at the final workshop entitled
“Workshop Progress Report and
Revue.”

At this last workshop, discussions
centered on evaluating the success and
accomplishments of the workshops.
Also at this time, people were allowed
to voice resolutions and have them
voted upon by those at the conference.
The resolutions included: the
elimination of discrimination of
transvestites; that gay males educate
themselves into becoming less sexist;
that the American Psychiatric
Association disqualify itself from
defining what homosexuality is until
they define what heterosexuality is;
that the APA be approached to draft a
resolution of their own condemning
aversion therapy (punishment) when
used with gay people; all of the Lesbian
Separatists’ resolutions; and etc. A full
list of all resolutions and actions voted
upon by the conference and passed will
be made available shortly by the
conference committee.

Research, Infections and Sexuality,
Sexual Functioning and The Lesbian as
Health Worker. The purpose of the
small workshops is the gathering of
information, ideas, problems and
solutions about Lesbian health care.
These statements will be compiled into
a sorely needed pamphlet, manifesto or
book written by Lesbians about our
health needs.

For Lesbians seeking or giving
health care, ignorance has not been
bliss. Hopefully the pamphlet written
by Lesbians at this conference will
increase .our knowledge of ourselves,
and our ability to get the health care we
need.

While there is no admission fee to

- the Conference, women interested in
attending should immediately register
in advance. Further information and
registration forms may be obtained by
calligs  The 1975 “Conference ™ on
Women and Health at (617) 232-4777.
This Conference promises to be one of
the milestones in the growing women’s
health movement.
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The Provincetown  conference
passed a list of proposals this week.
They were read to the entire assembly,
debated, passed (usually by acclama-
tion), but what was it all about? Those
who  voted wanted to show their
feelings on the issues, wanted the
strength of the conference behind their
personal opinions, wanted to stand
with their own people to express
solidarity on issues that ranged from
supporting the 200-mile fishing limit to
urging the elimination of sexism and
racism in the community.

Now what happens to these
resolutions passed in the spirit of unity
fostered by the conference? Do we all
feel good about them and go home and
hope that committee does something
about them? That is a possibility, but
there is another. The proposals should
be consciousness raisers: - remember
that we voted to support foster parents
plans so I will offer to share my home
on an emergency basis with a needy
youth; I am a librarian, so I will push
for non-sexist and gay literature in my
library; I will begin a man’s
conscousness-raising group in my
organization.

One can work for one or more of the
proposals, but there is one that all can
put into effect immediately, and help
change the world. And it doesn’t even
require a committee. That is the
proposal to remove sexism from your
own language. Oh, GCN is one of
those super-word-crazy rags, and who
cares anyhow; they know what I mean
when I say ‘‘he.”” O.K. But imagine the
gay activist man who addresses the
press  with the pronoun “he.”
Immediately the movement is marked
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EDITORIAL

‘“‘male’ by listeners. The lesbian is
forgotten, and if she is listening, she
feels oppressed, excluded, unable to
trust a me male to speak for her. The
woman who uses ‘‘he’’ not only
alienates other lesbians, but also is
denying her sisterhood. The non-acti-
vist does not have to come out to
remind people that she or he recognizes
the importance of women in this
society by employing the ‘‘she or he”’
pronouns.

The inclusion of the ‘‘she’’ pro-
noun requires a conscious effort to
resist the training of straight-domin-
ated school system, but it gets easier
and easier to remember. And each time
the pronoun is used, the hearer is
reminded that women and men are
both part of the world.

But the pronoun problem is not the
only one. Sexism is built into our
language; the struggle to smash sexism
from the language has produced some
strange hybrid creatures like ‘‘Select-
persons,’’ ‘‘postperson,’’ and so on.
We can still work on employing these
non-sexist expressions and being aware
that others foster sexism. ‘“Old wives’
tales,”” for example, assumes that
“‘tales,”” untruths, are told by women,
and old ones at that. ‘A man’s house
is his castle.”” Think again that the
world’s peoples are called ‘““mankind.”’

Once that non-sexist language is in
general use, the world will no longer be
able to exclude from their conscious-
ness women, women who love women
and men who identify with women.
That sounds like -utopia, but you can
start it today. Support the Province-
town proposal and think before you
speak.

LETTERS

consciousness?

I hope you see the connection I’'m
trying to make because I really don’t
have the time to write a full
explanation. One easy way of making
the connection is to substitute the
word “‘fellates’” for ‘‘psucks.”’

Also, because I’m Black, I’d like to
point out that the verb “‘to suck’’ used
in denigration is almost entirely
peculiar to White people. I’ve heard
Black people use the word in that
context, but it is to be regretted that
Blacks oftentimes pick up the worst
habits of Whites. Seriously, I grew up
in Harlem and in Newark, N.J., and I
never heard the word wused in
denigration until I was a freshman in
college, an almost all White college.

Sexism comes in a multitude of
disguises; one of your duties as New
England’s only Gay weekly is to unveil
them for public scrutiny.

Lyman Coleman
Cambridge, Ma.

HEMP
Showing seed, seed vessel and flower.

crazies
unite!

Right on, Margo!

Crazy Margo’s articles on trans-
sexual lesbians, and her letter that
“psych sucks” are to be highly
commended in my opinion for their
tremendous insight and feeling of
concern for all of us struggling to be
free.

I related to the articles as a person, a
‘‘bisexual’’ (as long as labels are
around for such things as sexual
identity) working daily for personal/
sexual anarchy and social communism.

In revolutionary struggle,
Your brother Mordecai
(otherwise known as Crazy Paul)

%

s .
Old English Bagpipe.

NEED OF THE WEEK

Project Lambda, the Youth
Advocacy Program, based at the
Charles Street Meetinghouse, needs
desks. Call Brian at 227-8587. Help
them help others.
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unity

To all N.E. Gay Persons:

I would like to comment on the utter
failure of this year’s New England Gay
Conference recently held in Provice-
town. I am judging this failure on two
points: 1. the theme of the conference,
as published, was ‘‘Unity In Action,”’

and men separately discussing their
feelings as to the problems and
pressures of being a gay woman or a
gay man within this society. Politically,
however, we must be unified. In places
where factionalism is a fact of life,
such as New York City, Gay People
spend more time fighting amongst
themselves than getting anything
positive accomplished. As Gay People
we are all fighting the same common
oppression. As women and as men
within the society we are fighting other

but at the end of the conference instead
of finding unity we found the
emergence of factionalism (supposedly
next year’s Conference will be planned
on separate planes, by women and by

oppressions. Please remember, ‘‘IN
UNITY THERE IS STRENGTH.”

Ed. Note: This letter reflects the
opinions and views of one individual

sisters beware

Dear people:

Lesbians living in or visiting Revere
should beware!

I work at the Women’s Community
Health Center in Cambridge. While I
was staffing the center yesterday a
woman came in to have her jaw
checked because she thought it was
broken. She and a woman friend of
hers had been assaulted and beaten by
15 men in Revere.

They fear for their safety in the
future and therefore have decided not
to call the police who, they said, were

already aware of the incident. The
women felt there is a whole network of
police, Mafia and other assorted
Fascists who continue to use violence
to oppress gays.

Of course none of this is anything
new. Although I can’t think of any
specific strategy helpful to these
women because they want to remain
anonymous, I think we all need to
share this kind of information. With it
we can identify the enemy and begin to
fight back.

Elizabeth Sommers

and should not be considered to

men. 2. the goal of the Conference e o :
- = : represent the GCN staff, paid or
was to form a New England Clearing ;
- X volunteer.
House, which was not accomplished, R L P S R T

nor, to my knowledge, even discussed.

The primary blame can be attributed
to the worst planning ever before put
into any New England-wide gay
activity. The fault, however, was not
entirely with the planners. First, there
was a late start, and second, response
from the leadership of New
England-wide organizations was al-
most non-existent. Almost all the
planning was left in the hands of
people who were either totally
inexperienced in planning major events
or who, being from other areas of the
country, saw an opportunity to feed
their egos and gain a foothold in our
regional community, and completely
disrupt our previous harmony.

Before this -time I have mnever
consciously made enemies in the Gay
Community, but if we are going to let
two ‘‘foreigners’” (Ann Weld-Har-
rington from the Midwest and Carole
Walter from N.Y. City) bring their
type of factionalism into the New
England Gay Movement, then I must
realize that these people are disruptive
threats to the previcusly most unified
regional Gay Community in the world
and they are-therefore my enemies. I
refuse to recognize these two women’s

Painted-lady.

Hotline Change

The HCHS Hotline will be open
from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. daily, effective
immediately. The number has been
changed to:

426-9371

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
Metropolitan Commutity Church of Boston will have the following Holy Week
Services at 131 Cambridge St., Boston. For further information call (617) 523-

7664.

PALM SUNDAY
On Palm Sunday, March 23, the District Minister, the Rev. John Barbone
from Washington, D.C., will be guest preacher. Rev. Barbone will be making his
regular visit to Boston church as part of his circuit of the churches in the district.
The service will be liturgical, with the blessing of the palms and the Palm
procession. The Lenten movie ‘‘Triumph and Defeat’’ (the events leading up to the
passion) will be shown after worship at 9 p.m.

MAUNDY THURSDAY
A joint celebration will be held with the congregation of Old West Church.
The service will be Tenebrae (the extinguishing of the lights) and Holy
Communion. It will be held at 8 p.m. on March 27.

GOOD FRIDAY
The congregation will celebrate a love feast together at 8 p.m. on March 28. A
simple meal will be served and the Passion story will be read. Candle service.

HOLY SATURDAY
The Eve of Easter will be celebrated by observing the Easter Vigil with the host
congregation, Old West Church. The Paschal candle will be lit, and there will be
Holy Communion. Anyone wishing baptism should contact Pastor Bernier as soon

as possible. Service is at 11:00 p.m.

EASTER SUNDAY
Easter will be celebrated at a candlelight service at 7:00 p-m. The special film
‘“‘Dawn of Victory’’ about the resurrection will be shown at 9 p.m. after worship.

All are welcome at all Holy Week activities

place within our Community. I refuse
to give them the strength to disrupt our
harmony. Anyone who does join their
totally malicious destructive band-
wagon is also my enemy and the enemy
of all concerned Gay People in New
England.
Skip Rosenthal

P.S. Before someone writes me off
as a male chauvinist with a castration
_ complex, please realize that I have
always recognized the need for
separatism within the Gay Commun-
ity, but not political separatism (fac-
tionalism). There are many conscious-
ness raising objectives to have women

Common Reed (Trichoén phrag-
mites). — 1, flowering plant; 2, the
panicle; a, a spikelet.

[ATTENTION GCN PEOPLE

G.C.N. Inc. is in the process of expanding its organizational hierarchy. At our §
last monthly Board of Governors meeting, in March, a proposed By-Laws for the |
corporation was submitted for membership approval. If the By-Laws are accepted
8l at our next Board meeting, April 9, by the membership, we will proceed to elect a
10 member Board of Directors. This board, elected from within the corporation
membership, will be the decision-making body for the organization. From the
8| proposed By-laws, ‘‘the criterion for membership shall be a regular, consistent and
continuing effort for the corporation.’’ In other words anyone who helps put out
G.C.N. newspaper or the Gay Person’s Guide, whether volunteer or paid, is}
considered a member of G.C.N. Inc.

Each person elected to the board will hold immense responsibility, not only to |#
represent their electorate, but will also have to serve as chairperson for one of our
§inew standing committees. At present there are several Ad Hoc committees working
8| in the reorganization. The membership committee is compiling a list of addresses
of the members for notification of meetings, etc. Please make sure that either|
Marion Tholander or Rick Paquette at the G.C.N. office have your current |
address and phone number. '

The nominations committee is developing policy and procedure proposals for
the nomination and election of the Board of Directors. This committee has voted |
to accept written nomination suggestions from the membership. Written
nominations should consist of the name of the individual and the signature of the
person presenting the nomination. A short paragraph in support of the nominee is
suggested but not required. The deadline for nominatiors must be April 4, 1975 in
order for the committee to present a proposed ballot at the April general meeting. {8
Please submit nominations to: Board Nominations, ¢/o GCN Inc., Box 4000, 22
i Bromfield St., Boston, Ma. 02108
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Conference

‘“I have the privilege to live my life as a gay

- person, but I do not have the right.”’

(Continued from page 1)

we work now on a national level.”

“] see in many other movements,”
said Ms. Lotman, ‘‘that people with
common targets, as in media, are
starting to pull together because they
realize it brings power.” She explained
that if we are isolated into groups such
as the feminist media group over here,
and the gay media group over there,
and the Puerto Rican media group still
somewhere else, just as the black media -
group is elsewhere, we will all remain
scattered little groups with not much
significance.

Arriving late and declining the use of
a microphone, Rep. Elaine Noble
quickly caught the hopes, aspirations
and duty of all attending. She stressed
the need to eliminate the tremendous

amount of self-hate within our
community. “We can never,” said
Noble, “become a political power

without getting rid of self hate.” She
urged all to become political on what is
being done to gays and that we must
take care of our own physical and
emotional problems mentally and
politically. ““80% of us pick each other
up and the government never has to
worry about us,” said Rep. Noble,
“becausc we ré do ngit to ourselves.”

Rep. Noble strongly urged the
movement to begin to talk about
political connections; the strong need
to group with other movements for
added strengthi.

Each panelist spoke of the need for
gays to become active in working
together as a united group and to
realize the power that we now have and
the potential for its growth. Mark
Segal discussed the successful work
that has been accomplished by Gay
Raiders, showing that action can be
taken to attack and change gay
oppression. Segal spoke of the groups’
successful campaign to reach the
governor and many other high ranking
decision-making officials in
Pennsylvania in support of gay
legislation. Segal mentioned too, a few
of the Gay Raiders’ “Zaps” which
included, effectively disrupting
networks against the presentation of
shows stigmatizing homosexuality.

Brian McKnaught expressed the
need for a change to take place between
homosexuals and the Roman Catholic,
Church. “The Roman Catholic Church’
has been the greatest oppressor in the
history of man,” said McKnaught. He
is hopeful through his work with the
Church that 1975 could be the year the
gay issue will be positively dealt with
by the Church. Once every 25 years the
Roman Catholic Bishops convene and
refer to it as a holy year. This is a holy
year for the Church and its theme is
“reconciliation.”

Bruce Voeller cited the strong need
to share all informations between one
another within the movement. He
explained that we are no longer 1100
separate groups, “‘there is now a united
joint effort.”

Bruce Voeller offered to many of
the gay groups present at the
conference what things National Gay
Task Force has available to them that
can be useful in their local legislative
efforts, and in turn has gotten pledges
from them for lining up support (for
NGTF) in their areas.

After a short speech by each guest
panelist, the discussion was open to the
floor for a question and answer period.
Many of those taking part addressed
the floor on specific factors of
separatism within the movement.

One person, John-John, from New
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York spoke on the issue of poor gays, a
group he claimed to represent. He
stated that the poor have been excluded
from the gay movement. He reminded
everyone that it was the drag queens
and the poor people that were the
catalyst of the gay movement. He
emphasized the Stonewall incident at
which these people first began to fight
back the police and other oppressors,
which developed into the gay
movement.

John-John’s ultimate dissatisfaction
stems from his belief that the gay
movement is asking these same people
and other minority gays ‘“to act
straight” in order to get legislation
passed.

In response, Mark Segal explained
that unity in action within any group as
diverse as the gay movement takes
much effort. “They’re all my brothers
and sisters and working for all the same
gays I'm working for,” said Mark
Segal. ‘““We may have different
directions and different methods, but
we’re all after the same goal.”

A number of people voiced other
issues involving separatism within the
movement. The coordinators of the
conference knew this would occur for
they believed that the theme “Unity in
action” would have no validity until all
gays became sensitive to the individual
gay groups and their problems within
the movement.

Other questions discussed ranged
from topics such as the necessity to
fight the harmful practices at the
mental institutions against gays; the
importance of the gay movement to
become actively involved in other
minority movements; and the necessity
for all those in their comfortable jobs
to come out and lay themselves on the
line.

Donna Medley, director of
Education of the Homophile
Community Health Service, summed:
up her feelings on the conference. She
stated, ‘I have the feeling that the
positive things we talked about are
really going to happen. I'm pleased
with the action orientation of the
conference.”

On the social and entertainment side
of the New England Conference, not
even a blizzard which raged
throughout Friday night prevented
bars and gays from being as active as if
it were a warm midsummer’s weekend
in Provincetown.

One failure however in this year’s
conference was the hope for the
establishment of a New England Gay
Clearing House which is currently still
just a hope. Planning for Gay Pride
Week was also overlooked.

The success of the conference on a
whole stemmed from the fact that it’s
theme “Unity in Action” did work in
bringing many different factions of the
gay movement together to discuss thair
immediate problems and to get in
return a sense of understandment and
compassion from their fellow gay
brothers and sisters.

The immediate future goals
resulting from this unification, is to
launch the gay movement nationally
and to join in common work and cause
with all other movements in the fight
against oppression.

photo by Jim Ashe

Gay Day at Northeastern

BOSTON — For the first time in the
history of Northeastern University, gay
people became the focus of a day long
series of events. Despite the fact that
the day was planned and organized by
only one individual, women and men
spoke on gay issues in journalism, law,
and psychology classes.

The  day was sponsored by the
Minority Affairs Committee, who were
encouraged by the turnout, and are
planning more activities in the spring.
One idea which is being worked on is a
Gay students’ center on campus, where
students can get information, be

referred to agencies for help, and gay
students can have a social center.

In the evening Elaine Noble, Barney
Frank and Terry Knapp spoke on the
general situation in the gay movement,
the history of gay civil rights legislation
in Massachusetts and what individuals
and groups can do to help the
movement.

After the forum, people stayed and
spoke to representatives from Project
Lambda, the youth advocacy project,
Gay Social Services, GCN and the
Minority Affairs Committee of the
Student Federation at Northeastern.

Maine Gay Symposium

by Rick Paquette
BANGOR — The first weekend in
April the Maine Gay Task Force in

Some parents of University students
came down to take their children home
for the weekend to protect them from

conjunction with the Wilde-Stein clup—— all those “queers.”

of the University of Maine at Orono
will sponsor Symposium II at Bangor
Community College, Bangor, Maine.
The conference is open to all gay
people. The schedule includes general
meetings, entertainment, refreshments,
workshops, and an outing to the Maine
coastline, weather permitting.

Last year’s conference was the center
of nationwide controversy with daily
headlines in Maine papers as well as
headlines and stories all around the
country, including an article in
“Newsweek’ magazine. Originally the
President of the University refused to
allow the conference to be held. Pre-
conference personalities such as the
late Dr. Howard Brown, founder of the
National Gay Task Force, and Morty
Manfred, President of GAA went up to
lend suport. With additional support
from the Civil Liberties Union, the
University Board of Trustees and the
school paper, the conference was held
and attended by some 300 gay people.
The main opposition came from
conservative ministers and legislators.

The University President has offered
no resistance this year, but has
requested that advance publicity be
held to a couple weeks prior to the
conference in order to avoid
unnecessary controversy.

This year’s conference will include
workshops on Gay-Straight Relations,
Sexism, Rural Gays, Lesbian
Separatism (open to women only),
Coming Out, and Political Action.
Scheduled speakers include Sandra
Swain, a coordinator of the Maine Gay
Task Force Newsletter, Susan
Breeding, active in the Maine Gay and
Women’s movements since their
inceptions, and Allen Young — a
widely published author who has
written for many Gay publications and
co-edited Out of the Closets: Voices of
Gay Liberation. There will also be a
showing and sale of arts and crafts by
gay persons. Those wishing to attend
the Symposium may write to the:
Symposium Planning Committee, c/o
Wilde-Stein Club, Memorial' Union,
UMO, Orono, Maine, 04473,



MISHIMA:

The Life and Death of Yukio Mish-

ima, by Henry Scott-Stokes. New
York: Farrar, Strauss and Giroux, 344
pp. $16.00.

Mishima, by John Nathan. Bost‘on’,
Little, Brown. 300 pp. $8.95.

A Review by John Mitzel

There’s certainly a strong case-to be
made that the life of Yukio Mishima is
a textbook case portraying The Artist
as Pathological. ‘‘Most writers are
perfectly normal. in the head and just
carry on like wild men; I behave
normally but I’'m sick inside,”” John
Nathan quotes M. in his biography
Mishima.

Two months after his birth in 1925,
Mishima’s grandmother took him
from his parents and kept him in her
care. She raised him as a girl. He could
not play with other children — except
his girl cousins — he could not take
walks alone outside. He became sickly,
pale and withdrawn. His father was
autocratic, and when Mishima rejoined
his parents at age 12 he was made to
admire the German Nazis. To test his
son’s ability to endure fear, the father
once held the boy’s face within inches
of a speeding train; Mishima never
flinched.

Mishima was 2 precocious student.
He began publishing his fiction while
he was still a teenager. By the time his
semi-autobiographical book, Confes-
sions of a Mask, was issued in 1949, he
was at the forefront of young Japanese
writers.

Tired of his undeveloped body —
and as part of his ‘‘struggle against
. weakness”> — Mishima began an in-
tense program of weight-lifting at age
30. Consequently, he built his torso
into an impressive, and much-photo-
graphed, ripply musculature.

Not only was he the best-selling
Japanese writer of his time, he was also
a celebrity. His every public act made
news, and he played to the press. He
acted in films, debated leftist students.
In 1968 he formed his own militia (The
Shield Society), and he trained with
them as a private army. Then, on 25
November 1970, he led members of
this group into HQ of Japan’s
Self-Defense Forces, seized the com-
mander and held him hostage while
Mishima addressed a crowd of soldiers.
He jumped down from the platform,
fell to his knees and performed
seppuku (ritual disembowelment and
beheading).

Since his sensational suicide there
has been the constant speculation:
Why?

After reading these two recent
biographies of Yukio Mishima, it’s
clear enough that his dramatic death
was no departure from the course his
life had followed. He had rehearsed his
death endlessly in his imagination and
in print. And in 1965, he even put it on
film: Patriotism, made from his short
story of the same name, had him
playing the part of a right-wing army
officer who, after failing in an
attempted coup d’etat (the famous Ni
Ni Roku Incident in 1936), commits
hara-kiri with his wife. (Patriotism
recently played in NYC on a gay triple
bill with Jack Smith’s Flaming Crea-
tures and Ken Anger’s Scorpio Rising;
it’d be nice to have the chance to see
these films in Boston.)

books

writer, fighter, suicide

Yukio Mishima was less of a
paradox than he’s presented by his
biographers. He was a study in
contrariness, but it’s important to
remember that when you’re dealing
with a man of his particular and fierce
obsessions, you’re almost always
bound to find such a person pursuing
the opposite as well. Mishima wanted
to prove to himself that he could be
and do all things. As a physically puny
male in his youth, he was impressed
deeply with an attachment to the Ideal
masculine beauty and form. He
attained a physical beauty of body in
the last decade of his life; then he was
moved to destroy it.

Mishima’s were actually fairly com-
mon obsessions, even somewhat maud-
lin. What set him apart was his
commitment to these obsessions. He
had the status, wealth and celebrity to
actualize his fantasies and make the
public notice. It’s a standard male S SR
homosexual desire, after all, to have an

array of virile young attractive men in executioner, is on the far left.

Mishima with members of the Shield

i

Society, 1970. Morita, his chosen

uniforms in service to one’s desires.
Though both Scott-Stokes and Na-
than give it little credence, I think it’s

o AN ° sl

S

Mishima as St.-Sebastion, in a photo taken by Kishin Shinoyama, 1966. Mishima is
in the pose selected by Guido Reni for the portrait of St. Sebastion which — as

Mishima described in his Confessions of a Mask — had inspired his first
ejaculation.

likely that Mishima and Morita, his
protege in the Shield Society, were

. lovers of some sort. Mishima had the

“luxury’’ of selecting his own execu-
tioner, and he chose Morita to behead
him. (Ironically, Morita hacked twice
at Mishima’s neck as the author lay
disemboweled, and both times he
failed to decapitate him. This grim task
was left to another cadet in the Shield
Society.) Then Morita himself was
beheaded.

Mishima made the central fallacy —
often made by decadent Romantics —
of associating ‘‘tradition’’ with politi-
cal reaction. Since he was burdened
with the intense desire to ‘‘measure up
as a man,’’ he associated ‘‘manliness’’
with. right-wing politics. He was not a
dedicated fascist; he fancied himself a
“‘traditionalist.”” He was repelled by
Western Culture even though he lived
in garish Western style. But if he
hadn’t latched onto Emperor-worship
as —the ‘mexus for his ritual of
self-destruction, he would have found
something else.

His political attitudes are not to be
taken seriously for themselves; his
politics were just an extension of his
compulsive dichotomy for creation and
self-murder, as were his erotic life and
literature. It’s important to note that
Mishima acquired the social reputation
as a kind of new-fascist; he didn’t seek
it directly. Nor did he see himself in
this light. His sentimentalist and
personalist approach to politics shoud
stand as an instance of the evil and
misfortune which are ordained to
follow when the naive and/or obsessed
enter public life.

Though Mishima reagrded a right-
wing totalitarianism in Japan as
unlikely, he became a symbol, both
before and after his death, for elements
reactionaire. And as Vonnegut wrote:
‘‘we must take care at what we pretend
to be lest we be stuck with it for life.”’

(Continued on page 12)
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By PAT EVERLING

I woke up one morning and knew
that this was the day to figure out
whatl  would wear to the drag ball
the following night. Until then, I’d
been a closety drag queen, playing with
a little make-up now and then, but
really getting off watching my friends
whom I felt ‘‘had more style’’ and
“knew what they were doing.” I can
remember/feeling/peculiarly handsome,
not pretty but handsome, when I first
saw myself made up by someone who
knew what she was doing. But this was
to be an event — first, a Roberta Flack
concert, where I would mix with gay
and straight people, and then on to an
all-gay drag ball.

DRAEG A Persoenal, Soc

and this damn dress didn’t fit. So I
found something else and asked them
to hold it until I came back with my
money. Returning with the money, I
gave my name and everyone’s eyes
were on me. I realized I was The Man
Who Came In and Tried On a Dress. I
paid and left, feeling triumphant. I’d
pulled it off!

The concert was great — I felt truly
elegant. I don’t think I fooled anyone
into thinking I was a woman, and I
wasn’t trying. I was there to have fun
— with flash, yes; with theater, yes;
but basically fun. And it was fun —
queens screaming from one end of the
lobby to the other, mystifying Sam and
Sally Straight. The drag ball was more
carrying on in full costume. It took a
lot of energy, but all in all, it is an
experience I cherish.

So here we are, talking about drag,
one of the most debated issues inside
‘the gay community. I’ve given one
experience I’ve had with drag, and
intend to present some thoughts as a
gay male.

A drag queen, according to Sylvia
Sydney, is ‘‘an illusion act; (you) get
on stage in women’s clothes and do
things a woman does.’’ For a man
doing drag, that’s certainly part of it.
Because men don’t normally wear
dresses in our culture, dresses receive
‘personalities’whichare more direct-
ly linked to women. The elegarice and

"there | was, trying on a dress in a booth
that only covered my shoulders to my

knees'’

B sl e e e e e

I chose a store that looked tasteful
and not too expensive. Trying not to
think about what I was doing, I walked
into the stors. I felt immediately like
everyone in the store knew I was there
to buy a dress. Even so, I tried to look
nonchalant and made my way over to
where the long formals were hanging.
After looking through a number of
dresses, a woman came over.

““Can I nelp you?’”’ I’'m sure when
she asked it, she had no idea that she’s
brought The Moment of Truth in all its
hand-sweating, heart-pounding imme-
diacy. Somehow I told her I was going
to a drag ball that weekend, and didn’t
have anything to wear. She was
noticeably startled, but after a few
seconds, she realized I was serious and
set off to help me.

What else? Panic. The woman
guessed at a size 12. As I found a dress
which suited my taste, the next hurdle
immediately presented itself.

‘““May I try it on?’’ I don’t know
how I said it, and I don’t think the
woman had counted on this, but she
went along with it. So there I was,
trying on a dress in a booth that only
covered my shoulders to my knees,
providing a little extra for those lucky
shoppers who happened into that part
of .the store.

By then I knew my head was
spinning, my courage and patience
were wearing thin. I’d better get out of
here soon. 1 was sweating like crazy,
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style I felt at the drag ball had no roots
in the stereotypical male image. At the
same time, my feelings were not
entirely comgruent with the female
stereotype society gives us, either, and
it is here that Sylvia Sydney’s
definition needs work.

‘““Doing thing a woman does”’
involves a lot more than putting on a
dress and make-up and acting bitchy or
dumb. That seems obvious. Yet
putting on a dress brought out in me
some of those feelings which our
society has called ‘‘feminine,’’ tier;
grace, elegance, sophistication, subor-
dination, all in a way I had not
previously experienced. Since then,
these and other feelings have become
more a part of my daily life. Drag has
for me become a catalyst for getting at
and actually living those feelings.
Perhaps it isn’t terrific to need such
drastic symbols to recover feelings
which have been ours all along, but
that is a way I’ve struggled with sociali-
zation, and I don’t think I’m alone in
this respect.

Doing drag is also putting on a
costume, and for me, that’s fun. I
realize that for a woman who must go
through the rigors of this costuming
day after day, the fun wears off. But
on an occasional basis, I find it a lot of
fun. It pleases my sensibilities to be in a
piece of material that doesn’t cor 1e up
between my legs. I find it extremely
sensuous to feel the material moving as

I walk, spin, or dance. It’s an escape of
sorts, becoming a caricature, big and
splashy. Throw in a few rhinestones, a
feather boa, and some make-up, and
I’'m occupied for hours.

Essential to the fun in all of this is
the notion of a man in a dress. Most of
us, I’m sure, look pretty gawky in
shoes that are.too small, a dress that
bags here and there, and cheap jewelry.
Andif a sleazy wig and heavy eye-liner
are thrown on, not to mention a ratty
fur, ’'m in heaven. It’s all too cheap
and so much fun. Setting up the

at The Other Side back in October.
There was a man doing a Liza Minelli
impersonation. In the middle of the
song, “Mammy,” the music stopped,
he/she turned around to see Judy
Garland coming through the curtain
into a spotlight. Judy joined Liza
downstage, and they went into a
routine they did at their concert at the
London Palladium. It culminated in
Judy’s exit, singing ‘“Why, oh why
can’t I?”” from ‘“‘Over the Rainbow,”’
clawing and tangling herself in the
curtain in a desperate attempt to get

Mr. Christy White from Misfits, Part II, comedy drag show.

““illusion,”” as Sylvia Sydney described
it, and then puncturing it repeatedly
with the reality of a man in a dress is
funny to me and, I think, good theater.

This is the source of my enjoyment
at most drag shows. It is a charade, an
impersonation, a joke. If we forget for
awhile that we’re watching a man,
that’s OK; that heightens the theatrical
experience for me. As an example, I
remember watching the Frisco Follies

off-stage. The effect was devastating.
The man looked incredibly like Judy
Garland and his impersonation played
deftly on her nervousness and pathos.
As a result, I found myself constantly
switching between the reality of
watching a man onstage impersonating
a woman and watching Judy Garland.
Seldom have my senses and intellect
been so affected or involved.

i




Of course, it is not at all necessary
for the illusion to work. In his show
which appeared at the Citadel, Jack E.
Bell kept reminding us we were
watching men parading as women —
“I’m not the real thing, but I’m a sure
thing.’’ Christine Gary, in the same
show, did a strip where he removed
even his rubber sponges, revealing
male torso. And Bell appears out of
drag for the second half of the second
show, completely breaking any illu-
sion. I like this effect; it keeps things
honest and, for me, that’s important.

But whether the intention is to
preserve the illusion or to destroy it, I
think there’s got to be style, and there’s
got to be fun. If these are missing, the
drag suffers. If by putting on a dress I
couldn’t have fun or create an effyct, it
wouldn’t be worth it to put one on; and
I think the same is true for a drag
show. Theeffect need not be humor-
ous, as with the Judy Garland routine,
but drag on a professional level is
dominated by style. Without it, the
theater is gone, the humor is lost, the
effect is misconstrued, and the result is
pitiful, boring, and/or embarrassing.

The politics of drag are discussed
and debated repeatedly, and so I will
not belabor the point too much.
However, to finish this article without
mentioning politics would be an error,
for drag 1as :he potential for >roduct
ive political implications.

fits into most men’s reasoning.

The extent to which drag is
politically productive in one’s environ-
ment is, in my mind, in some strong
sense proportionate to the amount of
control one has in the situation. For
example, when I bought the dress, I
was scared, but I think I still had a
positive effect on the woman who was
assisting me. Had I been the only man
in drag at the concert that night, my
ability to control others’ reactions
would have been minimal. But there
were probably 50 of us, and together,
our effect was appreciable. I once
talked to a class with two other men.
The three of us went in drag, told the
class our names were Rita, Winnie, and
Elaine, forcing them to deal on our
terms. It was one of the most
productive raps I’ve ever done, and I
think our drag had something to do
with it.

I wonder how much effect a drag
queen walking down the street has on
those heterosexists who see him. My
guess is very little positive effect, for
those people can go about their
businessfeelingsuperior,havinghar-
rassed another ‘“‘queer.”’ If the queen
carries a can of mace, or is adept at
some form of self-defense, be it verbal
or physical, the situation changes
completely; the straights then have to
deal with our energy, and quite often

doecial and Pelitical Liiberation
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“it strengthened my gay-identified liv-
ing . .. [it is] defiance of the role society

has attached to my penis'’
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For thz individual doing.drag, it can
be a very liberating experience, and for
some, the realization of a long-held
wish. For me, it strengthened my gay-
identified living, much as a public kiss
from another man does. There is, in
addition, a defiance of the role society
has attached to my penis, my maleness.
And although there are probably as
many reasons for doing drag as there
are men doing it, I think role rejection

we win. It’s in a straight bar that I find
drag unproductive; never have I seen
the ridicule turned back at the straight
people. There is no chance here for
drag to show its beauty, its challenge,
its wit, and I question the reason for
doing it at all under such circumstan-
ces. Choose time and place carefully to
appear in drag and it can be a political
force.
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We Are

Every phase—Cameras . . .
Accessories . .
Darkroom - .

Reservations accepted

" INTERESTED IN PHOTOGRAPHY?

new, used, rented, repoired.
. lenses. filters, projectors, batteries, cases.
equipment, supplies, gadgets.

Films . . . sheets, bulk, color, black & white.
And photofinishing—Quality Black & white done on premises for 24 hr. develop & contact sheets
— 24 hr. Ektachrome.
We try to have everything to make your shooting enjoyable.

“*"COMMONWEALTH CAMERA

712 Commonwealth Ave., Boston
Open Mon.-Thurs. 9-9 — Fri. & Sat. ‘til 6

GEMMELLI’S RESTAURANT

ITALIAN CUISINE

23 Jersey St., Boston
(Right around the corner from the 1270 Club, Directly across from Fenway Park.) o

FINE LIQUORS AND WINES

262-7076

247-3353 &

Dinner till 10 p.m

Move out
to the Styx.

There’s music in the air. Magnificent Drinks have become second
nature. And you can dance under a rainbow of rhythmic blues ’til
morning comes back.

One of the nicer places in town.

At 20 Blagden Street, behind Boston Public Library
Sunday Brunch 12-4 p.m. Tea Dance Sunday 4-8 p.m.

247-3910 No Dress Code.
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One short year ago, people told
David Lewis that he was crazy when he
attempted to institute an all-gay tourist
information service for the thousands
of travelling men and women who visit
Vancouver each summer. Vancouver is
Canada’s Pacific paradise city,
population just under 2 million,
bounded by the Rocky Mountains on
North and East sides, and the Pacific
Ocean to the west.

In March 1974, Lewis, 22 (originally
born and raised in Worcester, and now
a Canadian citizen living in
Vancouver), went to the meetings of
Vancouver Gay organizations, at-
tempting to solicit support and
development for Have A Gay Stay.

What was the meat of the
programme to which most people
objected? Transient Housing: Lewis
had the idea of soliciting residents of
Vancouver to open their homes and
apartments in order to give temporary
accommodation to the scores of
travellers who would otherwise stay in
hotels, - or straight-run hostels.
Through temporary shared accommo-
dation, residents of Vancouver would
have the opportunity of meeting people
from other places, and those who were
.travelling to Vancouver would feel
welcomed, and at home, rather than
alienated in hotels or hostels.

‘“You’re suggesting the set-up of a
dating service! A trick service! A
brothel!’’ were the cries, not only from
the straight information services, but
from the gay organizations as well!

But that was not the picture Lewis
had envisaged. He was aware that
many people would most likely rush to
sign up as ‘‘hosts’’ to transients in
order to meet sex partners, and nothing
else,- but he devised a pre-screening
process which eliminated these people
from the housing lists of Have A Gay
Stay.

Nobody supported the programme—
at first. :

But Lewis proceeded on his own,
and with his private resources began
Have A Gay Stay Transient Housing
and Information Service.

In the beginning, he had no
references nor support, and had to
build the organization on his own:
advertising the service in numerous gay
papers, and putting up posters in
Vancouver’s 15 gay clubs.

At first, the clubs would not support
the programme either. They felt, at the
beginning, that they would not wish to
align themselves with a programme
that would ‘‘compete with them’’.

Lewis objected, ‘“We are an
Information Service as well! We are
publishing a regularly up-dated list of
the clubs, referring people to them, in
fact, giving the clubs business! We
support you, how is it that you cannot
support us?’’

Eventually, most of the clubs
relented, and began hanging up the
Have A Gay Stay posters.

Demand for the service was huge.
Lewis was operating it out of his own
apartment, 24 hours a day his
once-private telephone number rang
off the wall with calls from all over the
States and Canada — people asking
for reservations for accommodation
(““We cannot make reservations. You
must register with us when you
arrive’’), people asking for informa-
tion on where the clubs were (‘“We
have an up-to-date listing of bars and
clubs that we can give you, free of
charge, should you wish to drop by”’),
people asking for tricks to be sent to
their hotel rooms (‘‘I’m sorry, but we
are not that kind of a service’’), people
asking for help in coming out (Usually
over an hour was spent talking with
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“Have a Gay Stay’’

many of these people, and in most
cases, they eventually showed up at
Lewis’ apartment — which was also a
drop-in for people to meet each other).

Transients would register and
provide indentification. Their housing
applications would then be processed,
and a resident of Vancouver would
open his home for the minimal price of
$1.00 per day.

By June, Have A Gay Stay was
logging in over 150 telephone calls a
day, and processing 20 transients a
week. Slowly, people began to see what
the programme was, and in July
support began coming from other
organizations. The hostels run by the
government began hanging the pink
posters of Have A Gay Stay in
prominent places, so that any gay
travellers could make note of the
phone number and contact HAGS on
their own.

The government-run crisis and
information centres -also began
displaying and referring people to
Have A Gay Stay.

And the gay organizations in
.Vancouver and other cities, after
having sent numerous people to
““check out’” Have A Gay Stay, finally
endorsed the  legitimacy of the
organization and began recommending
1t.

As a result, by August, HAGS was
booking 25 people per day for housing,
had numerous requests from residents
to be hosts, and people began
volunteering to run the phones and
process transients — something done
pretty well by Lewis alone until that
point.

Warren Hague, ex-Chairperson of
CHE in London, England, brought his
considerable talents into the operation
of the service, as did Peter Taylor, of
Montreal.

The programme was a tremendous
success, and shall be again operating
this summer, beginning May 30
through September 15.

Lewis would like to see a
coast-to-coast chain of transient
welcoming and housing centres for gay
people. And anyone interested in
knowing how to go about setting up
such an organization can contact him
through P.O. Box 3986, Vancouver,
Canada.

Serving Home Cooked

ITALIAN FOOD

+Open at 5 for Dinner
. Closed Monday

THE HOUSE RFSBTAURANT
12 \}ul(l_Ti;)<iv5}T ,ﬂAllston

_Z8a.5701

783-5131 ==

THE GAY GUY'’S GUIDE

NO. STATION

227-6651

50. STATION

e 1.2

423-4340

ALWAYS PLAYING
THE FINEST IN
ALL MALE-X RATED MOTION PICTURES!

i NEW SHOWS EVERY WEDNESDAY!

Walter Driscoll
Registered Electrologist

Free Consultations Invited
26 West St. Bus. Phone 426-5067

Boston, Mass.

Put All Your Eggs
in One Basket for
Easter !

Plants, arrangements, cut flowers,
gifts for your favorite bunny at

Green Leaf Florists
1418 Columbus Ave.
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