Agust 19th
Dear onei\.

I owe you a letter for yesterday as well as today; yesterday noon I wrots to Mint “hne,
'Lois, and Ruth; last night we saw Destry Rides Again and then I procededido do wery poorly
at the poker table for a change(®?) I slept late today - it ia an overcast day. The fellows |
tell mam%kﬁ&t the critical score has been rediced to 75 points -~ if it is applied to officers
it willaArt, Ion, and Nate eligible for releage ~ they all are pre-Pearl Harbor and hmva“
one childe It becomes ingreasingly obvious that I will have ¥o aweat out a good long time in
the Army; I won't start to gripe until I finish my =econd year overseas -~ I should sy
tgripe in eamest, " 1 '

I am very well impregssed by the Jackson report on the work of the Mar Crimes Commi s8ion,
the Charter of the group, and the promige of speedy irials and effedtive precedents for
intsrnational.morality and legality. We have escaped the limi tations of working on any
previous codee; previous methods had to be scrapped and this certainly was the time for
such a move, I hope that the country and specifically the legal elements of the nation
respond favorably to the methods and the principles chosen, M@ I was glad to see that
toge ther with the crimes against peace, the violations of the practices of war, we find
-the crimes againgt humanity "persecutions on political, racial, or religious grounds..
whether or not in violation of the domestic law of the country where pegpetrated.! The
precedent has been set; we have said that such persecutions are illegal. It may take years

but we have taken the first and criti cal s teghe

Te decision of the Control commission on the question of Austria is another striking
proof of the effectivensss of our cooperation; the ﬂu:strun‘gsolution is very similapr to
 that #mbved for Germany. As far as I can sce, the way is left open for the f@viut-spon-
sored Renner refime to prove that it déserffes confidence; the occupation plang are for a
period of trial and examination, It is important to note that the Rissians did not bloek
this approach and the re~examination of the entire Mistrian problem, These factors are the !
best answer to the none-too=subtle protagonists of a split with the #oviet Unione L

ks for Russia's declaration of war, I at no time thought that it was a quickly planned
opportunist venture, Firsgt of all, it was clear from the Truman announcement that the move
‘had been planned at Potsdam; secondly, it has been further revealed that the eventugl ‘
declaration was agreed to as early ss the Teheran conference. Thitdly, you just don + go
off atbtacking the vaunted Kwantung Army group on the spur of the moment. Fourthly it is
entirely consistent with Rigsdan history and her new role in the United Nations for her to
actively join the fight againet the Japanese, And lastly it was the effective answer o i
Japanl‘s bid through Rigsgia for a negoiia ted peacee.. Now ' to. the important que gtion at hand =
the Chinese Commmnists, Tt is clear that some solution must now be reached; there is no
reason to believe that Risgia has any intention of annexing any important or sizable
portions of Chinese Nopth China and Manchuria, though she may get Port Arthur and a corridor
%0 it as well as economic rights in Manchuria, But Russian interests coincide with those of
the rest of the world in demanding a solution to the ecurrent Yemn-%unggking #plit; there
can be little doubt bwt that it was one of the topics of the soong talks in Moscows And we
hear now that Pat Hurley has mushed off to Yenan to see what working basis can be reacheds
Qur job is %o be sure that there is no civili etrife in China; it i8 not our job %o support |
one faction or amother, our job is to amgure that a democratic solution ie reached without
the use of armee« We zmust gee that a working agreement that cqgn grow into trust and under=
standing is developped between Chiang and Mace The communi ste may well give up there sepa-
rate Army and Lave it welded iito the unified force of the M tion, and Chiang mist recognize
the comumnist party and be prepared to treat it as a political party on a democratic
foundation, not as a threatening revol te Our best interest is not to support Chiang against
the Yenan factions; it is not to force the commnist diet dovn the throats of Cungkinge Our
best interest is to see honest politics and fair treatment Yeignidn Chinae And I feel
reasonably certain that that is the Rissian desire tooe. If we can untangle Hirope, then no
,Asiatic problem should deny molution to the councils of the worlde !

I am glad to see that Pearson and PM contiruslly nlug wwey fo point cut that eome of the



\

againietrstors of ou;:- occupanon are not complying with the lcttar or the spirit 66 muh
agreed to programse Ve cannot slip up and end up without af%ctln_;, the plans we have sot |
forthe The Mallon articles still do not ring true to me <+ he loves to cloge his little = |
lectures with an enumeration of all the ways of solving a problem that will ndg® work; he &
just shakes his head at the many difficul ties we face and worries about them, That nagativ?' y
iW his ap.roach is not for me, Pegler certainly answered Kllidtt Roosevel t's atate:emqnt ag
wa 8 axpectad, we will have to sse what the investigating commi ttee reports; I don'd have 1l
tell you that if it were proved that FIR went out and begged for his son, it would still "Q
reflect on his greatness as our +‘resident and as a world leader, ¥ven Pegler says that
Elliottks war r‘ocord has nothing to do with the facts of this loan - the same is true in
relation %o B1liott s father,

-

Judy sent me a group pictureé of the waddlng - Loum is ccrhinly going %o be tall; he loolm
like a very psrsonable young wan - I still wish that hig letters would reflect a little wmo
sericusness than they do at present, or is that asking too much? T guess I was a pretty’ PO
letter writer whem I wag in his shobwy I guess that Judy and Hank will aventmlly work oa
their difficul ties - Judy mentioned that she is leaming to drive and that' she hag the ca;r
1 am counting on Ru.thy' writing me her impregsions of hez trip to Boston with them, The
TIME8 certainly gave page af ter page to the atomic bomb, hare is still]a lot of explanatio
which is very much greek to me. I will have to reread the various articles againg By the
way, some of your letfers still come Wlﬁ’l the APO nunbezr omi tted ~ that slows them up any- =
where from days to woekﬂo | i

Bo Bobby Morris is going o get married = “'unt Pegwl will ¢ertainly have mo: -dearth of sorw-
and daughters-in-lawe I take it that Bob is s%ill 4~F or wmntlal or some such things 1 amé
“not swprised ahat Helen's Husband has recieved his orders - certainly there ssensd li thle 4
Justification for hl's remaining in the ®tatese I am wlud_ tha & thjl,‘,,» are going well ab i
the office and I readily make an exception in my belief that ne one should be released from,f[
the service unless he has had a tur of overseas scrvice in the case of Uncle Lou; it would
certainly be wonderful if he. were to be released and some of the office burden were off you '
Daddye In any mse, Uncle Lou cannot complain that he has rnot had a wonderful time in his -
three, years; he has not had many of the discomforts of wartime readjustaent. As far mnt
Poarl s l@tt@r - ghe certainly has a Bernsésinipm handwriting, very similar to Aunt Btta's
and Ant Ida's, Deaspite the Tact that I have never been very close to the lMorrises and my
one major contact was not especially pleasant ( and these factors and others cbbor my

atti tude toward the children) I am glad that Aunt Pearl has been blessed wi th happiness;

and I am sure that the children are all deserving of whatever good fortune mmes their way.
In view of the fact that everyone assumes that have been reasgigned, I guess I was 0o
strong in my mentioning in my various le tters that I thoua,ht I might be moving on - from
now on, no more attempts at prediction!

That sort of covers thni@a f‘or today; it is now reining and I will stay @ wn here in the {
of fice until it stops, "his mwppning I slept through breakfast for the first time in a long )
time; I am out of the habit and my sleep after 7 came in fits and startse. I finkshed "The §
Three Black Pennys" by Hergesheimer - it is not as good as "Java Head" by a long shot; his |
style is excellently concise and graphic, but hig t reatment of characters is not entirely
satisfactory, #iig morning I started "Look to the Mountain.® We have a Lana Turner movie
tonight s0 I will undoub tedly go and I then will probably lose socae more money a2t pokers . |
I still have the feeling that I am fighting off stagnation and not doing a very good jobe I
very much want the assurance that I can #it down and work again on sometiing I am interestes
in, tha% I will trive on responsibility and having @ job to do rather than be méif‘f«z,ran'h
to it the way I #nd to be nowe I want to be sure that I can concentrate and that I can
achieve what I want when I aset out to get ite

. Mamor has it that csrxsorshw may end in a 1ittle while - if it does I may supplmcnt sonn
of my preeious reflections of llch on eanto with specific word pictiress 0K for now =

ALl my love,

Regards to Lorise.




