Angust 30th 1945

Dear Ones,

Last night we saw Weekend at the Waldorf - just a liftle better than mediocre, considering
the cast. I finished up Freedom Road and went to sleep. I have been fighting off that

feeling of depression all week long - the mail yesterday helped to some zmxtent, but I can
fe®l it coming over me again; good o0ld Hspiritu Santo. I'll have to start checking around

« and see what servicés will be held for the high holidays - I have been conspicuous by my

failure to keep up my attendance at services, but my feeling of obligation and of my
training makes it impossible for me to even condider not obversing the high holidays. I
have a pretty busy week aheade. All of the men received these "V-J letters" in which the
home folk wax enthousiastic about the possibilities of a quick return and that stuff - the
reaction of most was to laugh at civilian naivete as concerns the way the Amy worké. “
In going thwough your letters and commenting'on the clippings I will probably be repltltlous
as hell - after all the primary problems of the peace 2t h me and abwoad ape pretty well
outlined by now, and the many questions revolve around similar arguments. Une of the
Pearson columns on the Balkean question indicated that Trumen had taken the right line at
Potsdam in demanding that all occupation-police forces be removed from the Balkkms - in
other words, demanding the removal of British forces from Greece and the balancing Russian
forces from the Northern Balklns. The subsequesh Bulgarian moves might indicate that althoug
_ the Truman demands were not wholly met, they have provided the pweoper basis for action and
will eventually bear fruit. It seems inckeéasingly clear that while we must be sure that we
maintain our progress in international relationships and politics, the issues of social

and economic adjustment have become the foremost questions facing individual nations and the
world organizations The political mechanics have been ironed oute. ‘

It seems as though the 1946 elections are beginning to shape up already - %o my mind the
Republican primaries will perhaps be the key voting of the New Congress; if the lMcERormick
forces in the Mid West and their counterparts in other parts of the country are not effec-
tively beaten, I would predict that the Republicans will not come any closer to being the
majority party than they are nowe. In going through the letters, I noted a lot of clippings
about Palestine ~ I am still waiting for the first official British statement; it is clear
that the British Colonisl office is somewhat like our state department with its officials

" and policies that continue despite the change in political administrations. However certaind
1y the most hostile colonial office can not run counter to an announced policy that will
receive woeld wide attention. The Labor party platform was so explicit that it would seem
that the Apab attempts are no more than flying into a stone wall - the Arab propagenda plan
is reminder enough of the importance of Jewish unity and Zionist strength. The importance
and the accomplishment of Palestine must constantly be reemphasized in the context of the
displaced person problem, of the politics and economy of the Near East, of the deserved
reward promised to and earned by Jews as Jewse

A while ago I asked you to summarize the Bowker Bill squabble for me, and in one of the
letters I got a fine coverage of it. The issues are not the revision of the Portlandd
political structure, the redistricting of the city, the new Counédil, or what have you, but
the questions concerning the period from September 10th to the effecfivecdaberin Decémber.
The Bill seems to hawe twdgconsradictory interpretations caused by the"90 day clausc"at one
part and thelimmediate" clause at andbher. My reaction is very similar to that of the Press
Herald editorialist - if there is no clarification or understanding that the City govern~
ment will continue during the interim period, the bill can hardly be accepted. At first it
was my impression that Libby was not justified in his argument, but I can well see now the
need for clarification - whether Libby is using the issue as a method of defeated something
he does no% like ( as Mayo Payson's statement would infer ) or not does not matter except
as 1t reflects on Libby. ‘
~ As for the Toft letter concerning Bilbo - I am inclined to agree with the PM interpretation.
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