You might be interested to know that Nate Wolfe is using the clippings I gize to him a
the basis for his orientation talks, I have quite a 0 e B

Dgg%%nngs}ist for my clippings from the TIMES,

It is a fairly quiet Monday - at 1least the sun is out and it promises to be a bright day,
if a little warm. Hothing special is going on. I am reading an excellent book and I would
urge you to read it - Bdgar Snow's "People on Our Side" - I would like to know what you
think of it and of the argument: and facts which Snow presents. I have also started Ben
A mes Williams' Leave Her to Heaven. Yesterday afternoon & funny thing haopened; I was
reading with the radio on and I fell asleep; my first conscious impression was that I had
heard someone say "Portland, Maine." I shook myself awske and realized that the news was
.on. I checked with the fellows but nobody had paid any attention to the news and I
decided that it was just something on the radio that had sounded like Portland, lMaiéne to
me in my drowsiness, Then in this rorning's news sheet there was an item about an Admiral
dying on board his launch in Casco Bay - my faith in my hearing w as reassured! I just
wonder if it wasn't the mehtion of Portland that awskened me. This morning's news sheet
also had an interview with Admiral Spruance in which he said that he didan't think we
should hold Okinawa because it would be a "sore spot" and compared our hokd ing it to
having a string of islands off our coast held by another power. My godfrey - what kind of
logic is that? Japan lost the war and we have sworn to contain her into her home islands =
what if they are resentful over defeat and its consequemces - that is but a part of the
price they must pay. I wonder what made Spruease say & thinkg like thate American and
perhaps Chinege trusteeship over the Ryukyus is the most dlogical thing in the worlde.
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Mail today from $pil - Iwo Jima apparently took the surrender news in stride. I am going
to have to write hime a good long letter = he calls it hypocricy for us to condone the
war time decisions we make while condemning similar decisions made by the enemy; he takes
an approach similar to the one which appeared in the Alumni Bulletin and which I critici-
zed a few days ago in my mote to you, Major Goodwin came up today from Headquarters of
Base Command where he is now stationed; he is on an ingpection jaunte. He is still the
same, I tried to sound him out about what the future holds but it is clear that things
are completely in the dark down there as they are up here and that everyone is waiting for
declaration of war department policy and planse

The Hildreth Veterans' Group seemed to run into snags from the very start; the charge of
disproportionate representation of Cumberland “Younty is not exactly fair because of the
ﬁspgoportionate importance of the Portland area - certainly though, Lewiston, Augusta,
and " angor areas deserve more than one or two members on any fair distribution by the
cumb erland standard, +t was interesting to note the CIO's clamor for recognition - the
indi cations are that the CIO may well be one of the most vital forces in the State after
the war, We heard last night that Rockefeller had bowed out of the State Department
with the eaustomary exchange of compliments and that Braden had been made co~ordinator

of inter-American affairs; & more direct slap at the Peron-fascist forces in Argentina
could not have been achieved, There are also indications that there are new developmesats
in our poliey toward Spain and in Russo-thinese relations; the first sighs are good and I
hope that we contimie our consistent evolution of progressive policiess

I was not surprised at the SATEVEPQST's seconding the Pegler interpretation 8f the current
Elliott loan gquestion, You:know that I do not agree with the sbhool of thought which sees
in the story of the loan " the tothditarian phase of the New Degl® =~ the relationship of
this affair to the judgment of the effiectiveness, honesty, liberalism, greatness of the
Hoosevelt administration is still not clear to me. That does not mean that I think that
the affair giould not have been publicized - my point is simply that people with an anti-
Roosevel t fixation twist its. significance way out of its context,

That about does it for today; I am glad that you are learning to drive HB, The story 68
Teddy Perry was quite the stuff - I never did meet Norma, I don' t believe, OK for
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