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I enjoyed your letter of the 22nd Daddy; thanks for the review of your cases, and of the
labor picture in Portland, I want to take igsue with you in your gnalysis of the ecurrent
national picture of labor, however, Daddy, "It seems to me obvious that what labor is trying
to do now is not to maintain a strong place in the national econcmy but to heap vengeance o
capital for many of its wrongs in the pasts® 4nd you si st the Philly incident, Toome it is
not at all obvious; in fact I feel that your asnalysis is incorrect. You know my stand
pretty well, I have written at great lenghth and made clear to yow that I feel that labor
unions mist come under the requirements of legal and financial responsibili ty, You also
know my position as to labor'g role in our economys I believe that if the Ball-Hill -Hatch
proposals were modified to exelude compul sory arbi tration you would find that the union’
leaders and the rank .and file of the unions wewkd be ready to accept 118 modifications to
the NURA, I agree with you in every point of regulating the mechanics of union organization
and the likee« But you.have yet to write to me about your opinions of the overall labor and
economic picture, you have yet Jo contain your critieisms withim an exemination of the
snerican economy, ité relation to the political scene, and the Bdole whicl labor and the
labor unions will have. You have yet to answer th@ specific questions: do you believe that .
labor as mich as capital has a stake in the success of production, management, and
‘distribution? do you believe that it is the conscious effort of labor to work against full
employment and thus full production, as’is often the case with capitel in times of recession
and depression and low return on capital investment? do you believe that lhbor is unjus-
tified in making its demands for assurances and guarantees against the time when invest=
ment capital will be withdrawn and jobs will disappear? whom do you believe -hag the greater
stake in the functioning of our economy in terms, of bread of butter, labor or capital®

Now, I want it to be clear that I do mot condone the excesses of labor, but for the very
reagon that you point out - that We are pendalum swingers - I do' say that labor is in the
 Pogdpn of having fo know where it stands before it lets the pendulum swing backe Indivi-

" @mald are as guil ty as individual factory owners of violating the gpirit and hope of oum
current attitudes toward busme»s-labér relations and their affect on our econcmy, #g hard
as it may be for a great meny of ug to realize it, we are in the midet of a great revoluw
ton todaye The idea of combining political liberty with econémic equallty, rather than
with untrammel ed eﬁﬁnmmic liberty, is still ‘fairly new, and #is'ramifications are not simple
or eagy to grasp. T you cannot dscuss the current labor questions without taking them
into congiderations Labor will have 11:9 guarantees. - the fact that labor is not perf'ect
will not deny them to it.
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The article on the Buck Committes report interested me a great deal; the basic outline

for minimam tcore curriocula' in secondary lefels hite upon a critical factor. The Army hug
shown me that the argunente raised by the comui tiee are remarkably valid., It is éomrathlng
which I have discussed with Miss 'Vu,a.,,e at great length in our correspondence., The teaching
done at Deering in my day missed the Harvard standard on & mumber of points =~ specifically
in the stress placed upon grasping movements and personalities and their significance,
instead of memory by rote on the argument of fteaching "study methods." Basically the new
report secka to give everyone a Mgeneral ‘education® before he starts on his"special
education,® Tt must be recognized that that is speaking in terms of a long Zange program
and it assumes an educational opportunity which is not presented to all sections and areas
of our country today; Harvard has donw ghat should be done by the US Director of Egucation
and what should be followed up by state and city superin@iendents. It must be coordinated
with greater appropriations for education and educational facilities; it must be supplements
d by hore generous scholarships, At present it can be applied at best only to the Morth
gagtern o mmer of the countrye The report secks to raise edication to 1t proper level of
importance in our social structures 4g for the cnanges recomuended for Harvard: they are
not as far reaching as the report would make it seem in terms of the elective systems They
are important in the renewed stress on the survey course. The proposal calls for six out of
sixteen prescribed courses and I think that that is an excelbemt. 1dea-lI woul d remind yau
that I had to take Physics as & Ereshman since a course in the natural sciences was require%
I amall for the courses as outlined in the report and I do not feel that they woul d -
cut into the individuality which characterizes stidy at Harvard, Yhat I thrived on at

Harvard was that I could make of it what T would = I %ot as mich out of it as I put into i%;
for that reason I am partial to the tutorial system. nd d]bthoug,h the pmspectiva changew in



~the Wtorial _sgrs'tam are labeled as a 0% cut, the new pingrafn doag not sound very different

from the way the system worked during the war years when I studied under ite I do not think
that the Committee intended to deemphasize individual study at the junior and seniot levels
or to deny the close and profi table contacts that can grow between the serious student s d -
an interested Watore. In general then, those are my firgt reactions; I am going to save ﬂle
clipping = and probably write to Dave Owen apout it; find out what he has to saye The

new approach which stresses the general education and 1irks it to the national educationsl
pleture is a significant departure from the spirlt of the elective system, but I hope that
it will not mean the curtailment of individual s‘wdy and eduecational. freedom to explore,
factors which I enjoyeds

The Yew York Mayorality race is certainly tooth and nail all the way; the party confusion
seens 1o make party defection the rule rather than the exception, I think that O'Dwyer
was very wise in rescinding the support of Davis., As far as the local issues involved in
the campa®gn, I am completely in the dark -~ nobody ever talks about New York City's
adninistration - rather the election is based on national grounds. On the face of things
the Iemocratic-American Labor Party combination should win the election = but labels mean
nothing to the average New Yorker who apparently is politically extremely acute. One thing
im indicative = O'Dwyer is taking bthe initiative; that is the argument seems to be whether.
0'Dwyer and his supporting elements are good or bad and Goldstein is just the al ternatives
T get away from the specific issues of the election, the spbits that.oceur in New York's
poli tical maneuverings typify the weakness of certain liberal gmroups; they spend more time
and effort in attacking other liberal groups and in that way play into the hands of the
non-liberal groups which should be the objects of their attention. These spli ts are the
signs of a lot of tninking and political seriousness and 1deallsm and of poor pracmcal
polltlca. They seriously hert ’che causes of the Left. :

The Browder regime seems to be over and the Anerican communiste are ready to stop playlng
hide and go seek with themselvesa O@I*tamly the Browder policy gounvinced few dmecricans of
any change in the Anerican comminist picture and did little to strengthen hhe comminist
position, Sooner or later the average and sincere communist is going to come around to the
realization that his gtrength will come from honesty rather than from sub terfuge. Isis
unfortunate that when the commnists support a candidate, a terrible stigma is attached

to him, for the Communists realize that they cannot win politictl victory and they are
ready to support the liberal elenents against the common enemies of the Righta The 'IIMES
reports would indicate that al though the strike is off, the negotitations be tween the

News deliverers union and the publishers is as far from real solution as ever.

That sort of does it for this Sunday =

All mjf lovey
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