MAINE LESBIAN FESMINIST NEWSLETTER .
8 February 1981

"faine Lesbian Feminsts was organized at a workshop at Gay Sym-
posium III. The purpose of the orgamization was, and still is, to '
provide a bage for support, consciousness raising, and political action.
Also, a ctelebration for Lesbians throughout the 3tate of Mdine." CH

Tht MLF meeting fof7uecember-Januaryuwas held Saturday Jan.
17 at Connie’s in Bangor. g , 5 4
! VINUTES:DECEMBER-JANUARY t(*! 1981

MLF Newsletter: (lhere do we go from here ? was the question rais
ed in the last issue of the newsletter and at this meeting. ‘Women from
the Mid Coast area had grown tired of putting out the newsletter and
had requestei that women form another area pick up the job. A group of
women from the Bangor area volunteered. This issue is coming fo you
from the newSletter's new home in Bangort !

Hazardous Waste: “omen were encouraged to work towards: the passage
of ordinances in <their areas forbding the dumping of hazardous wastes.
This involves presentation of the ordinance at your town meeting. Nan
offered information to interested women concerning this process.

Contact Uyke Lists It was suggested that a list be compiled of
women who would be open to being contacted by other lesbians in their
area.The mechanix of where the list will be kept and how the info will
be given out will be discussed atthe next meeting. :

The February- larch meeting will be held oh Sunday liarch 1lst at'
Fam's in Orono.

AGENDA
12:00 Greetings
1:00. - .orskhops: Lesbian motherhood ot
- ' Lesbian/Gay Rights offered by a lawyer
2300 Norkshop: Anger '
3:00 Business meeting: to discuss policy regarding

newletter contributions and to discuss the Contact
; -~ Dyke list, in addition to general business
- *%#*There is a wooded trail along the Penobscot river for -
hiking, skiing, snowshoeing and whatever for those interested!

% , DIRECTIONS TO PAN'S
From the south: Take I-95 North to Oronos get off at the Kelley Road
Exits. bear to the right and follow road to stop. Turn Left and follow
through the Town of Orono. Pass down gentle hill and over Sridge ofer
the frozen Penobscot; take right turn immediately after bridge and fol
low this road alongside river. Take the fourth road, turn left ( If
you go over the RR Trakcs, you've gone too far) and find #57 a grey
house, the fifth on the right. Pam's is upstairs (Landlord Downstairs,
use discretion)

From the MidCoast Follow Pt 1 to Belfast; take 1A to Sangor, in BAngo
get on !-95 and follow above directions

SEZ YOU ALL THERE!! HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPf-JOURNEY}
HAPPY BIRTHOAY SUSAN’B. ANTHONY FEB 15
CﬁBENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTS: FUN AND GAMES AND ?7??

: First Saturday-each month is women;s Nite at The East Side
(formerly Flo"s), belfast Road, Augusta. Cover charge,women only.
' Each Sunday. wWilde Stein Club. Peabody Lounge, UIi0, Orono.
All meetings at & 7300 pm. Schédule of speakerss , fiofl " P
2/15 Rev. Douglas Young, Augusta Unitarian/ :
Universalist Church "Suffering is Optional:
2/22 ghy Stay in the Closet?" .
lawyer speaks on "Legal Rights and the
Lack Therof"
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LOCAL EVENTS- CONT.

FEB. 8 HOLLY NEAR IN CONCERT with Adrienne Rorf "Feminism 101"
Morrell Gym, Bowdoin College, Brunswick, lie Tickets $6.50. Available
from UMO women's Center, omen"s Resource Center, Bowdoin. and 777
goncert starts at 8pm. dheelchalr access1ble, ASL 1nterpreted ‘No
lcohol. ;

FEB 14, Valentlne s Day Dance, UiCA Center. College Ave., Ofono
Sponsored by Wilde-Stein Club, Admission $1, BYONhatever bveryone is
welcome.,

FEB. 15 Susan B. Anthony Blrthday Coffeehouse. Sponsored by
Greater BAngor NOW Brewer Savings'3.nk, Brewer & 7 OOpm. Bring a S3Aj
ahd your fav mus1cal instrument.

FEB.21 Jowneast Gay Alliance (DEGA) A reV1va1 meetlng held at
David's at 7:30. $1 contribution. For more info call 422-3000 eves.

. FEB,28 laine Lesbian and Gay aymp051um meetlng. lpm Jinv. of
VMaine, Augusta. Jewett Hall.

MARCH 1 MLF litg . Pam s Orono. Noon onwards _

MARCH 5. MEG CHRIDTIAN IN CONCERT Nomen ] Sympos1um.dmo Orono

MARCH 5-7 U0 omen s Sympos1um. liemorial Unlon. UMO., Orono‘

MARCH 9 The Traveling Newsletter Clrcus will meet at Catharlne
and Mary"s to compile the MLF Newsletter. All women invited to partici-
pate. Pot Luck Jinner, wonderful company etc. Arrive at 6130 (9 ? -1653
for directions and the secret passwordi!)

NATIONAL ZEVENTS

MARCH 13, "Law and the right for Lesbian and Gay Rights"
VMore info from Gay ‘law btudents/Natlonal Lawyers Guild, Univ. of Pitts
burhg, School of Law, Forbes and Bouquet, Fittsburgh, PA 15260

APRIL 24,25,26-National Conference on Lesbian and Gay nghts.

Los Angeles, Ca halne Contact is Dick Harrison, PO Box 1024 Houlton, ME

lieeting to choose delagages will be held on FEB? at the Unitarian Churc
Augusta, lME. :

********************************

MO Women;s Svmpos1um marchs 7. A variety of speakers. films, and work
shops will be offered Everyone welcome, no admission charge As paet of
symposium, UMO .Women's Center presents lieg Christian in concert. Thurs

day IMarch 5, 1981, Damn Yankee Room of the Memorial Union ULO, Orono.

Tickets are $5 advance and $5.50 at the door and on the day of the shoi.. o

For Tickets or nore info, contact the UMO #omen"S Center, Third Faoor
Memorial Union, U0 (581-7801)

Cantabrigian “ounseling #&ssociates Annojnce the opeining of the d”outh(l"‘

Naine practice in psychbtherapy and community outreach for women and t
their loved ones. A variety of services are availabgze, including a .
"Non-residential weekend for Lesbians, 35 and older Through the Looking
Glass" March 7-8,1981 Registration and info Call 207-985-6696 or

write: Box 80, Fox Farm Hill Rd., No. Berwick, IME 03906

Human Life Amendment A mahor effort is being made in February to inforn
epople about the Human Life Amendment. HLA, if passed, would not only
prohibit abortion, it would alson make other forms of contraception il
legal. The Brunswick Chapyer of NO# is heading up the .education
Campalpn for Maine. To learn more ablbut the HLA and join other women .
in sponsoring an ad in Maine newspapers, contact Greta wWark, CT Boxx
310, uowd01n College, 3runswick, be 04011 (//rrom INVERT, /Feb. 1981




VLF MEWSLETTER-~FEB. 1981
pare 3

Buddy rides again! Rev. Herman C. (Buddy) Frankland, noted Bangor Homo-
phobe, has been granted a radio license. He is now operating radio static
JHCF-FM (his own initials, no less!) Frankland was recently quoted in the
Bangor Daily News on some of his outragbus anti-gay views. The a’ir waves
are a public trust and have no place for bigots or hcmophcbes. The
Federal 6k Communications Commission should be sensitized to orr presence
and a letter would help to do thiw. Let's nip this problem in the budl
Send letters to the FCC, Bangor Daily News, and 3enators Cchen 2nd litche
Tpcoming. RISE vorkshops."Family Reconstruction dorkshop” Feb. {2-13

and "Communicating Effectively with Co-workers: for Secretziics and Admi-
nistrative Assistants" Feb.24. Both workshops are in Augusto. Far more
ip{grma;ion. contact RISE, Kennebec Valley Regional Health Az=ncy, asater:
ville, NS -

Symposium Yews. laine LesBiian and Gay Fen's Sumposium VITI #il' Le held
¥ay 8,9,10 in Fortland. If you want to have a say in what's hawpening,
please attend the next planning meeting! The next one is planncd to be
Feb.28 a 1:00 in The Student Tnion of the lniversity of iain: ot Augusta
e will be working on the budget and deciding on filme ard T—egeniations
It Was been decided that the women's keyhote speaker will b= dnorin Keut.
If you are interested in facilitating a workshop, please send the follow:
ing info to the appropriate folks: '

Title of Workshop/s:

Name of facilitator/s

address/es
tclevhone,/s
Descriptioa of the worksnop cs ycou would like il %3¢ appear in
the Sympesium bhooklet. Liwl T %3 5 sentences,please.
This workshop is for: ---- everyone women only _ men o:
kids other (wnho)

If you choose not to be a facilitator but know someone who might,
please pass this info on . Return this form to:
Pam B.
57 Hill St. ) S
Orono, ME O4L73

Lacnard
Sl T
PR,

THANK YOU
I T T I - B T R S S S R ISP
FUBLICATIONS

Spinsters, Ink. announces the publication of THE CANCER JOURNATI Tw _
Audre Lorde and 30ONES AND KIIF by Lynn Strongin. Avallable :inrim S2ingters
Ink.,RD 1, Argyle, NY 12809

Parthenogenesis Newsletter forming. One issue is already printed, two
others are planned, All three for $3.00. These women are also interested
in an info exchange, and opinions, resesmch in the area etc. Write to
3arah Feinstein, FO Box 85, Yellow 3prings, Ohbo, 45387.

3inister wWisdom, MNEW ADDRESS PO Box 660, Amherst, NA 01004.

Tee Corinne Notecards and Poster. Available form Lincoln Legion of Les--
bians, FO Box 30137, Lincoln, NEB. 68503

Telewoman: a woman's newsletter. PO Box 2306, Fleasant Hill, CA 94523.

Full Circle PO Box 235 Contoocook, NH 03229.

The Crossing Press, Trumansburg, NY 14886 has a wonderful new 3pring
1981 catalogue.

The “oman's Carpentry Book:Building Your Home From the Ground Up. edited
by Jeanne Tetrault,co-author of Country wWoman Anchor 3ooks, $10.95.
(This is a terrific book,especially for the beginner and those women
who want to build a distinctly woman-space. Great pictures,tdo!l)
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ANROUNCEMENTS

Interested in Law 5chool? Rutgers Law School has info concerning their
Lesbian and Gay Caucus. Any woman wishing admissicrs info or =rer stuff,
write tos Office of Almissions, Rutgers Law School, 15 wWashingion /St.,
Newark, NJ 07102. More info on the caucus can be obtained by writing
Lesbian/Cay Caucus address above.

The Women"s Jriters' Centerya one year program in writing workshops and
tutorials, in feminist literary history, criticism, and aesthetics, and %
in independent study projects." More info from The iomen's dWriters'
Center Inc., Cazenovia College, Box AY, Cazenovia, NY 13035.

The Gay Rights National Lobby(GRNL) Latest bulletin deals with the recent
elections and includes "Some Helpful Hints for wWriting to Congress." liore
info and contributions: GRNL PO Box 1892, wWashington, DUC 20013.

Gay Texan Christians have formed the Montrose Church Christ. liore info an

church bulletins available from #ontrose Church of Christ, PO Box 66734
Houston, TX 77006.

POETRY

-.VOID

The silence of the air is split
and charged with
Repeating, Repeating, Repeating,
Death, Death,Death.
The overture is premature,
rending the stillness to immobility,
Repeating, Repeating, Repeating,
Death, Death, Death.
The knell peals out impending peril;
signals the onerous omen,
Repeating, Repeating, Repeating,
Death, Death, Death.
The sound of silence becomes noises
hammered out sychopathic syncopation,
Repeating, Repeating, Repeating,’
Death. Death. Death.
The rehearsal through the bulls eye
of the macabre machination,
Repeating, Repeating, Repeating,
Death. Death, Death.
The opulence Begetting much flatulence
explodes the myth of need broadcast,
Repeating, Repeating, Repeating,
7 Death. Death. Death.
The brotherhood joined; the game plan conceived;
anesthetized, await the birth,
Repeating, Repeating, Repeating,
Death, Death. Death.
The phallus raised; dissemination,
dross, disintegration,
Repeating, Repeating, Repeating,
Death. Death. Death.

Jessie Baham



MLF NEJSLETTER-FEB., 1981
page 5

The Cow

I move towards a clearing in
the light and try to breathe, remembering
her red and handsome face

sleek as a setter she descended
to the water edge clogged with rock
and broken trees, and drank, eart twitching

she was rusty and smooth.aind flawless
she was lovely and all red

but when she turned, Tiaanks taut
with the ubhill climb, I saw

her long distorted sack, watched her
drag her milkskins

as she went, with painful caution
over the lake's debris

The Portrait

I paint your portrazit in my mind

Every line, each shadow in detzil

In every pose; you don't realize how often.

Tonight ybu sat half in darkness half in light.

~And I couldn't help btut notice.

I pondered on how much your posec

das like yiour life this last year:

Spent half in the night, half in the warmth of the sun.
How true my painting was this night!

Did anyone else sece?r

I'aybe they could not see the darkness.

I could not peretrate the light.

But I copied it careIfilly with each stroke of the brush
To study later when I dould think.

Naybe ihe day you will turn full into the light,

And I «ill know its depth md essence.

Tomorrow I will paint from my memory.

Laura &£. Stadler
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FAINE LIEISRIAN FEKINIST NEWSLETTZR SUBSCRIPTION
INFORLATION
P LF needs your $5.00 (our yearly,subscription rate) in order for us
to continue the Newsletter. It costs $$ to send it out, so please con-

tribute z2¢ much as you can, if not $5. ALL contributions welcome and
needed. Theukx youl _ liake checks payable to MLF Newsletter
Send to MLF/POBox 125/Belfast, HMe 04915 enclosing $5/yr

NANE I will send 3 when I cam
ADDRESS Contributing

I dont want the News-
letter, take me off the list
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Je received the following article for publication. Feedback and comments
are welcome.

THE "NITED HEALTH CARE PROJECT: QUALITY HZALTH CARZ FOR LESBIANS AND GAY:
by Anne Berner and Shelley Cohen

The United, an organizavion of lesbians, gay men and their supporters ir
Madison, Wisconsin is implementing a health care project to assiss the
health care needs and to change practives, policies and procedures that
inhibit the delivery of quality health care to our community. The proj-
received funding from ,he City of lladison Human Services Department and
will continue through December, 1980 (? ed.) At that point the future o
the project will depend on the availablility of funds. *o the best of
our knowledge this is the first project of its kind in the countyr.

he project is comprised of four parts: health cafe needs assess-
ment of the lesbian and gay community, policy revicw and revision, educ
tion and advocacy. In the initial stages of the project a needs assess-
ment questionnaire was widely distributed throughout-Fadison"s %ieense
lesbian and gay community in an ifffort to locate and identify the heal
care nceds of our community as well as idéntify the potentially discrim
inaténg aspects of the "traditional" health care system. <The results o
the questionnareillustrated cases of both overt and covert discriminati
‘he most pointed example of overt discrimination resulted in denial of
treatment. Covert discrimination, although more difficult to pinppint,
also reported primarily with respect tothe heterosexist assumptions
inherent in the delivery of patient care. The fact that women are rou-
tinely asked prior to recceiving treatment whether or not thaey are on
birth control clearly illustrates this bias.

The policy compoment of the project focuses on hospital policies
that assume a conventional definition of the family. This poses a
particular problem with intensive care unit policies which restrict vits
tion in most cases to"family"members. As a result, the rights of lesbic
and gay patients and their significant others may be denied. The unitc
Health Care Project has been requesting area hospitals to adopt the phr
"significant other(s)® to their intensive care unit visitation policies
to address this issue. Jn addition, the inclusion of "sexual orientati
in the Patients Bill of #dghts has also been requested.

The information gathered from the nceds asscssment high lkghted a
lack of appropriste education among health care workers regarding homo-
sexvality, thus perpctuatiéng the existence of homophobic attitudes.and
practices. In response to this problem inservice workshops have been
designed and presented toarea hospitals andclincis. +he workshops em:
size demytholigizing the gzay/lesbiian patient, sensitizing practitioner:
to key issues and encouraging them to explore their own attutudes =on-
cerning sexuvality.

Because of the oftentimes intimidating atmosphere of the t&raditic
health care delivery system an advocacy program has been designed. lhirs
service will be provided by and for gay men and lesbians at their requ:
Advocates will be trained to assist the health came consumer in several
ways. Developing strategies, €£fomulating queations, providing financic
information and accompanying the cibnsumer to the visit are among the sc
vices advocates can provide. self-advocacy is the ultimate goal of thi:s
type of service. : :

Educating oir community has also been a project focus. In Septem!
we will be do-sponsoring a forum on preventitive health care for gay m
and leshians in conjunction with lcoal community health center. The fo:
will concentrate on issues specific to our communityand will include a
sidcussion on how to deal with the heterosexist sttitudes and practice
prevalent throughout the traditional health care sustem. de will agsoced
cate the participants about their rights as patients and thus, entoura;
them to act as their own advocate. S gy

A Lesbian and Gay Health  Care ilorkers Alliance has also been org
ized to offer suppgort for those working in the tftentimes alienating h
ital environment. he organization functions as a support group at pre
and hopes to expand its goals in the future. de $ee the support group
pro¥iding advocacy from within the system, thus helping to shsure the
needs of the lesbian/gay patient are met. - = A .

The United HCP is strongly committed to the availability of quali-
health care tothe lesbian and gay community. It is with this aspiratio:
mind that we are eager to share our project with our community through-
out the country. For more info,contact: Ann dr Shelley/The United Heal-
Care Project/306 N. Erooks 3t./iiadison disconsin 53715



