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Computer _Network Flaps Raises Issue 
Of Free Speech vs. Taste 

By Victoria Brett 
Portland, Maine (AP) University 

of Maine sophomore Casey Belanger sat 
down at the computer in his dorm room 
and typed a nasty, threatening message 
to a fellow student he had never met. 

Using a slur for homosexuals, he 
wrote that if he saw the student, "I'm 

, gonna shoot you in the back of the ( exple­
tive) head." Inadvertently, he sent the 
message onto campus computer bulletin 
boards, including one run by a gay-les­
bian group. 

A week later, the state attorney 
general slapped the 19-year-old with a 
hate crime lawsuit, accusing him of vio­
lating the civil rights of homosexuals. 

"I don't even know the guy," 
Belanger said in a telephone interview 
from the campus in Orono. "I was just 
mouthing off." 

On the Internet and via e-mail, 
threats and offensive jokes fly through 
cyberspace between anonymous users, 
often without repercussions. 

But when such expressions ap­
pear on college and university computer 
networks, they can trigger complaints or 
even criminal investigations. They can 
also set off a debate pitting First Amend­
ment rights against campus administra­
tors' authority and responsibilities. 

"Universities are concerned about 
libel and slander," said Peter Burke, an 
attorney in the corporate technology prac­
tice group at Powell, Goldstein, Frazer 
& Murphy, an Atlanta and Washington 
law firm. "By operating e-mail systems, 
does the university become responsible for 
what gets posted there?" · 

In some cases, Burke said, uni­
versities and colleges are walking the 
tightrope between censorship and free 
speech. · 

"Some universities are overreact-

ing. They're treating electronic mail dif­
ferently than they would treat commu­
nications using a pen and paper," said 
Barry Steinhardt, president of the Elec­
tronic Frontier Foundation, a San Fran­
cisco-based online civil liberties orga­
nization. 

· Steinhardt said colleges don't 
appear to care where students send their 
mail via the U.S. Postal Service, but 
with e-mail and the Internet there is a 
trail they can follow. 

The University of Maine case is 
one of many: 

_ At Cornell University in 
Ithaca, N.Y., four freshmen sent a de­
rogatory "joke" about women to their 
friends through e-mail. The message 
was sent in 1995 to 20 of the students' 
friends, who then passed it along to 
countless Internet e-mail addresses, 
prompting angry responses from across 
the country. The four were required to 
attend rape awareness classes. 

_ At the University of North 
Carolina, officials closed an e-mail ac­
count belonging to a former student af­
ter a racist message from that account · 
was posted on at least 10 Internet news 
groups. Anyone reading the joke about 
"why all blacks should go back to Af­
rica" could see that it originated at the 
university. 

_ At Virginia Tech, a student 
was punished for posting a note on the 
World Wide Web page of a gay organi­
zation that suggested gay men be cas­
trated and killed. 

_ At Bates College in Lewiston, 
Maine, a student used the computer net­
work to type an obscenity-laced mes­
sage saying she hated white people. 
Bates officials called the message "of­
fensive and divisive." The college's Hate 
Crimes and Bias Committee said the in­
cident alerted it to other student postings 

Two Webster Men Lur And 
,Beat Cambridge Man 

Worcester, Mass. (AP) One of two 
Webster men accused of beating a Cam­
bridge man after luring him to their town 
using an Internet chat room for gays has 
been charged with smuggling LSD into 
the jail where they await trial. 

William D. Peters, 21, scheduled 
to be arraigned May 7, was further 
charged this week with conspiracy to vio­
late the controlled substance laws, ac­
cording to the Telegram & Gazette of 
Worcester. 

According to court documents, 
correction officers at the Worcester 
County Jail and House of Correction in 
West Boylston found the drug in Peters' 
mail March 2. The LSD was sent by a 
relative to the jail, where Peters' is being 
held on $10,000 cash bail. 

William E .. Frisch, deputy jail 
superintendent, told the newspaper 
Thursday that no decision had been made 
on whether to seek charges against the 
relative. 

Prosecutors said Peters and Frank 
Labbe, 18, lured a 46-year-old Cam­
bridge man to Webster Jan. 8. 

The victim told police he went to 
f!!eet Peters and Labbe after conversing 

through an online chat room. He said 
they directed him to drive to a deserted 
field, w,here .they attacked him while 
making anti-gay comments. 

After police questioned Peters, 
according to the Telegram & Gazette, 
the Cambridge man received a telephone 
call, during which he was told he would 
be killed if he continued to cooperate 
with investigators. 

Peters and Labbe, awaiting trial 
in Worcester District Court, are each 
charged with armed robbery, assault and 
battery with a shod foot, a civil rights 
violation with bodily injury, assault and 
battery to intimidate with bodily injury, 
threatening to commit murder, intimi­
dation of a witness and conspiracy. 
Labbe is being held on $20,000 bail. 

In addition to the criminal 
charges, · Attorney General Scott 
Harshbarger has obtained an injunction 
prohibiting Peters and Labbe from us­
ing the Internet to prey on people per­
ceived to be gay, and from having any 
contact with the Cambridge man. 

Violation of the injunction is 
punishable by a maximum of 10 years 
in state prison if physical injury results. 

- "sexist, racist, homophobic" - and 
condemned them all as "inappropriate 
in any context." 

Offensive or not, many would 
argue such postings are free speech, 
especially on campus, where .ideas are 
continuously debated, Burke said. 

"Do we have people deciding 
what ideas are good or bad?" he said. 
'"Don't say that, it might offend some­
body.' 'We'd rather you speak good 
ideas so everyone is happy."' 

David Merkowitz, aspokesman 
for the American Council on Education, 
a Washington-based trade association 
for 1,800 colleges and universities, said 
incidents on campus are forcing more 
and more educators to reassess e-mail 
and computer use policies. 

"But the extent that it's a prob­
lem is difficult to gauge," he said. 

At America Online, its IO mil­
lion subscribers must agree to the terms 
of service: No obscenities, no threaten­
ing, no harassing. 

If they fail to comply, they lose 
their account, and in some instances law 
enforcement is alerted. AOL learns 
about violations mainly through other 
members, but it does not reprimand us­
ers for the quality of their e-mail jokes. 

"There is an infinite amount of 
information and communication within 
the AOL community'. There is no way 
to monitor each and every word, nor 
should we," said AOL spokeswoman 
Trish Primrose. 

Some businesses monitor em­
ployee e-mail content, Steinhardt said. 
"Private companies pretty much have a 
carte blanche to control the use of their 
own resources," he said. 

But public universities cannot 
legally punish students for what they say 
on the campus computer network, 

Steinhardt said, unless the mail consti­
tutes a violation of the law, like the 
Belanger case. 

That incident started when 
Belanger stated on his resume on a stu­
dent bulletin board that he "disliked fags." 
That prompted a barrage of anonymous 
e-mail, he said. 

He sent the threatening message 
to the person he thought was sending the 
anonymous messages. But his message 
ended up going to 10 other students as 
well as the Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual public 
conference folder and three other com­
puter folders . 

Soon after, students alerted cam­
pus security, who then forwarded the 
matter to police and the state attorney 
general's office. 

"It all just got blown out of pro­
portion," Belanger said. 

The university ordered him to 
serve 30 hours-of community service and 
suspended his computer account. The 
state waived a $5,000 fine when Belanger 
signed an agreement promising not to 
harass or threaten others. 

Belanger said he would never 
have said ~-person what he wrote while 
hidden behind his screen name. 

"It was just a spur of the moment 
thing," he said. "Gi':'en the opportunity, I 
would definitely go back and reword it." 

Maine Attorney General Andrew 
Ketterer said there's an easy way to know 
when speech is inappropriate and possi­
bly illegal: People should not be scared 
by a message they receive through their 
computer. 

"I think that people may say, 
'Hey, I got a First Amendment right to 
say whatever I want,"' Ketterer said. But 
he added: "It does not include the right 
to threaten." 

Investigation Of Marriage 
Group Fund-Raiser 

HONOLULU (AP) The 
state Campaign Spending Com­
mission is expanding its investi­
gation into a November fund­
raiser held by a group opposing 
same-sex marriage. 

The commission Tuesday 
voted to formally investigate the 
new complaints that campaign 
spending laws were violated in 

· connection with the 'event. The 
complaints were filed by gay ac­
tivist William Wood: 

Save Traditional Marriage 
'98, a political action group, net­
ted about $90,000 dollars from 
the fund raiser. 

The group is preparing for 
this fall's election, when voters 
will be asked to vote on a consti­
tutional amendment that would 
limit marriage to one man and one 
woman. 

Last month, the commission 
issued a ruling that Australian 
Consulate General Colin 
McDonald improperly made a 
$200 contribution to the fund­
raiser. McDonald, who made the 
donation without knowing it was 
a political event, is barred from 
contributing under state law be­
cause he is a foreign national. 

Woods has since raised 
mor e complaints about the fund 
raiser. 

Commission attorney Brian 
Nakamura said the commission re­
ceived a number of calls from 
people who attended the event and 
who did not know it was a fund 
raiser. He said it may be that some 
of the money was raised under 
false pretenses, which would be a · 
major violation if proven. 
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Canada's ffigh Court Back Gays In Landmark Ruling 
By David Crary 
Toronto, (AP) In a landmark gay­

rights case, Canada's Supreme Court 
ruled Thursday that Alberta's human 
rights code must offer specific protection 
to homosexuals. 

The ruling was a triumph for 
Delwin Vriend, 32, who was fired as a 
lab instructor by a Christian college in 
Edmonton in 1991 because he was gay, 
then told by Alberta's Human Rights 
Commission that he had no grounds for 
a complaint. 

I 
Alberta ·is one of three Canadian 

provinces that have not included homo-
sexuals in their human rights codes. The 
others, Prince Edward Island and New­
foundland, have pledged to make the 
change. 

The Alberta government's law­
yers argued before the Supreme Court in 
November that it should be up to elected 
officials, not the courts, to decide whether 

special protection for homosexuals 
should be included in the human rights 
code. 

The high court rejected this ar­
gument and said Alberta should imme­
diately amend its code to cover sexual 
orientation. 

Excluding homosexuals from 
the code "sends a message to all 
Albertans that it is permissible, and per­
haps even acceptable, to discriminate 
against individuals on the basis of their 
sexual orientation," the high court said. 

At a news conference in 
Edmonton, Vriend said he was delighted 
by the ruling and criticized officials in 
the western province. 

" It's extremely shameful that the 
government kicked and screamed and 
whined for the past seyen years, all the 
way to the Supreme Court," he said. 

Alberta has developed a repu­
tation as Canada's most conservative 

province. Its premier, Ralph Klein, said 
Thursday evening the province would 
-obey the high court ruling, at least for 
now, and he indicated a Cabinet task 
force would ·examine whether the deci­
sion would lead to demands for the prov­
ince to recogajze same-sex partnerships 
and marriages. 

More than a dozen groups in­
tervened in the case, including some that 
saw the case as a test of religious free­
dom the right of King's University Col­
lege to hire according to Its beliefs. 

. The Supreme Court had ruled 
in a separate 1995 case that Canada's 
Charter of Rights prohibits discrimina­
tion against homosexuals even though 
it doesn't specifically state it. 

The high court said sexual ori­
entation is a "deeply personal charac­
teristic" that can' t be changed and is a 
ground for discrimination just like reli-

gion, race and gender. 
Alberta's lawyers argued that pro­

vinciaJ human rights codes which cover 
such matters as employment and hous­
ing shouldn't have to mirror the Charter 
of Rights. 

When Vriend was fired in 1991 , 
only his parents and closest friends knew 
he was gay. But he said he had no regrets 
about launching a legal battle that thrust 
him into the public spotlight. 

"Suddenly, my name and face 
were being blasted all over. It was like, 
'Oh boy, I'm out now,"' Vriend said in 
February. 

He 'now works in the University 
of Alberta library system. The high court 
ruling does not mean he automatically can 
get his old job back it does mean_the pro­
vincial human rights commission would 
be obligated to consider his complaint. 

Big-Busted Women Find Support In Portland 
By Victoria Brett 

Portland, Maine (AP) Magda 
Adrien wears a tight purple shirt proudly 
displaying her large 38DD breasts. But 
she was not always so proud, or so com­
fortable. -

She once considered breast-re­
duction surgery because traditional bras 
amounted to torture, the thin straps dig­
ging into her shoulders, her breasts spill­
ing out over the cups. 

"I didn't understand," she said. 
"Ifwe can send a man to the moon, then 
why can't 1 find a bra?" 

Adrien never found a bra that fit 
right, so she started making her own three 
years ago. And it has turned into a prof­
itable business that serves a market es­
chewed by many mainstream bra manu­
facturers. 

Adrien's Society, as her business 
is known, is a godsend for women whose 
breasts are so big as to become an im­
pediment. 

Just how big? 
Adrien's She Bras come in sizes 

up to 48FF, which can support breasts 
the size of 15-pound watermelons. Adrien 
said she gets requests for even bigger JJs 
the size of basketballs. 

"When these women call me, 
they're desperate because they've been 
suffering all their lives," she said. "They 
don't make bras for women with big 
breasts, they just add fabric. It's a big 

version of a little bra." 
Women with big busts often 

complain about pain in their back, neck 
and shoulders, said Dr. Darrick Antell, 
a New York doctor who performs about 
40 breast reduction surgeries a year. 

Some women actually have deep 
groves in their skin from the strain of 
the bra on their shoulders. 

·"Imagine if you were carrying a 
backpack full of books, and the way 
your shoulders feel," he said. 

Lauri Postenrieder, 41, of Albu­
querque, N.M., said she never had a bra 
that felt good or even lasted more than 
two months. At 21, she had breast re~ 
duction surgery and w~nt from an EE 
cup to 36C. Then she had children and 
now wears a 40DD She Bra. 

"I bought them at special bra 
stores and they didn't last. I would wear 
it for a _month and they would fall apart," 
she said. 

Women who try ordering a big 
bra from mainstream lingerie companies 
like Victoria's Secret may be disap­
pointed, judging from the incredulou_S 
response from a company spokes­
woman. 

"G or H? Oh my god, I could 
jump into one of those," exclaimed 
Monica Mitro, whose company's limit 
is DD. 

But there are big bras out there. 
Lilyette, a division of 
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Maidenform, sells about 3 million bras 
up to size 42DDD through department 
stores. 

Goddess Bra Co. in Boston sold 
$50 million worth of plus size bras last 
year, with the largest a 461. 

"There aren't many bra manu­
facturers Warners, Bali, Playtex and 
these people are interested in the depart­
ment store business . They are much 
larger companies and they don't have 
time to cater to the kind of women we 
cater to," said Gerold Kirschner, presi­
dent of Glamorise Foundations Inc., a 
77-year-old bra and corset company in 
New York City. 

Glamorise sells thousands of 
bras in "hard-to-find sizes," something 
that means as big as 561. 

"If you saw that bra hanging in 
the store, you'd need three hangers to 
hang it on," he said. "We make ham­
mocks." 

hi 1996, 57,679 women opted 
for breast reduction surgery, according 
to the American Society of Plastic and 
Reconstructive Surgeons, based in Ar­
lington Heights, Ill. 

Adrien considered the operation, 
but now is happy with her buxom chest. 
"I like them. They're my credentials," 
she said sitting in her office and sewing 
workshop. 

In the last two years, Adrien has 
sold 4,000 bras across the United States. 
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That's a tiny piece of the overall industry 
estimated by bra maker Playtex to be 
worth $4 billion, but Adrien hopes to 
boost that to 4,000 bras· a month when 
she completes a TV infomercial. 

The She-Bra, which is made with 
underwire, cushioned shoulder straps, and 
a silky supportive material, comes in solid 
colors or a sexy cheetah print. The bras, 
which sell for $89.95 for three, plus ship­
ping, are stitched together by workers at 
the Maine Center for the Blind. 

Adrien, a graduate of New York's 
Fashion Institute ofTe()hnology, plans to 
eventually make bathing suits and linge­
rie, and she is driven by the desire to help 
other women and girls with big breasts. 
She wants women: -~nd girls to be com­
fortable in their bras and in their bodies. 

It's not an easy task, she said, in 
a society that says the ideal woman is a 
size 8 and really big breasts are the butt 
of jokes. 

"I really want to provide infor­
mation first for young women, share my 
story, let them know that they're not a 
freak, they're not abnormal, they're OK 
and it's going to get better," she said. 

Adrien appears on radio and tele­
vision talk shows, calling 'herself 
"America's Big Breast Expert." 

"One woman called me her Big 
Breast Hero," Adrien said. "t~at's why 
I do what I do." ""- · 

Only $14.00 Per 
Colunm Inch and 

You Can Place 
Your Ad Here! 



Page 4 Community Pride Reporter May 1998 

Lesbian Mothers· and 
Dtke Phyche - . 

Theirhildren: Interview With Nanette Gartrell 
By. Esther Rothblum 
In the early 1980s lots of lesbians 

were beginning to figure out ways to have 
children by donor insemination. Nanette 
Gartrell, a lesbian psychiatrist, was in­
terested in studying these pioneer lesbi­
ans. " We had no money," she said in a 
recent interview, "but of course none of 
the work I've ever done has been funded. 
It's usually too controversial to be funded 
by any of the traditional sources, such 
as the National Institutes of Health. 

It's years ahead of its time in terms 
of when such agencies would fund this 
kind of research. We decided if we waited 
for funding agencies to get over their 
homophobia to fund this study, we'd be 
waiting another decade. So we went 
ahead and funded it ourselves." 

Nanette's study is now the longest­
running study of lesbians who had chil­
dren via donor insemination. "It's already 
been well-documented that kids of les­
bian moms are healthy," Nanette told 
me, "so we're not trying to re-establish 
that. What we're interested in is how 
they have coped with homophobia." 

At the time, Nanette's major col­
laborator was living in Washington, D.C. 
and Nanette was living in Boston, so they 
began the research with lesbians in those 
two cities. Then Nanette moved to San 
Francisco a~d included lesbians from the 
Bay Area. 

The first step was finding lesbian 
mothers to participate. Nanette's research 

team advertised in bookstores and gay 
and lesbian newspapers. They made up 
flyers to distribute at lesbian films and 
community events. They went to all the 
workshops on choosing children and told 
participants about the study. 

The original study began with 
154 mothers. The first interviews took 
place when the mothers were pregnant. 
Then the mothers and co-mothers were 
interviewed again when the children were 
a year and a half old and when they were 
five. Nanette's team is currently inter­
viewing the families now that the chil­
dren are 10, and this for the first time 
includes interviews with the chiJdren 
themselves. · 

Then the families will be inter­
viewed next when the children are 17 and 
when they are 25. "When we inter­
viewed the mothers at first, when they 
were pregnant, they anticipated being out 
as lesbians," said Nanette. "For the most 
part they used unknown donors, because 
there was a lot more fear at that time 
that somehow the state would come in 
and take the children away. 

By the time of the next interviews, 
when the children were toddlers, many 
of them regretted this and wished they 
had used a known donor who could have 
participated in the child's life as a fa­
ther. Lesbians that we interviewed even 
a few years later liad begun to use known 
donors. 
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We actually stopped inviting new 
participants in 1992 because the 'old' 
lesbians differed so much from the ' new' 
ones in terms of donor identity." 

Not surprisingly, the children were 
very much desired. When the lesbians 
were first interviewed while pregnant, 
about half the women were in coupled 
relationships, and had been with their 
partners from a few months to a decade 
or more. Others were single mothers. 

When Nanette's team re-inter­
viewed the mothers when the children 
were a year and a half, they were not 
surprised to find completely exhausted, 
harried mothers who had very little time 
for their own lives other than 
childrearing and paid employment. 

One of the areas of difficulty was 
the little contact with their partners, and 
this was often a source of tension. By 
the time of the interviews when the chil­
dren were five, a number of the couples 
had broken up. 

Those couples where the mothers 
had spent time away from the children, 
in order to have more time with each 
other, were more likely to still be to­
gether than the couples that had been 
most child-focused. 

Now the team is interviewing the 
ten-year old children. "It's very excit­
ing to be interviewing the kids for the 
first time," said Nanette. "Because we 
have these very articulate kids who are 

highly educated around issues of diversity, 
racism, and homophobia." 

Doing longitudinal research is not 
easy. When Nanette had a flood in her 
basement a few years ago, some of the file 
cabinets got wet. "I was frantically using 
a hair dryer to dry the pages of the inter­
views so the data wouldn't be lost," she 
recalls. Nanette phones all the families 
each year to see if they have moved, so 
she won't lose touch with them. 

A couple of women who once iden­
tified as lesbians are now involved with 
men; a few women have died. But Nanette 
has stayed in touch with just about all the 
women from the original sample. 

As couples break up and then get in­
volved with new partners, Nanette incor­
porates all these "step-moms" in the study. · 
"This means we may be the only study 
that has more participants at the end of 
the study than at the beginning!" she said. 

More information about the study 
results can be read in: Nanette Gartrell et 
al. (1996), The National Lesbian Family 
Study: Interviews With Prospective Moth-

. ers. American Journal of Orthopsychia~ 
try, volume 66, number 2, pp. 272-281. 

Esther Rothblum is Professor of Psy­
chology at the University of Vermont and 
Editor of the Journal of Lesbian Studies. 
DYKE PSYCHE is a monthly column. 
Community Pride reporter is happy to wel­
come Ms. Rothblum aboard! 

copyright Esther Rotbblum 

Canada's High Court Back 
Gays In Landmark Ruling 
By David Crary 
Toronto, (AP) In a landmarkgay­

rights case, Canada's Supreme Court 
ruled Thursday that Alberta's human 
rights code must offer specific protection 
to homosexuals. 

The ruling was a triumph for 
Delwin Vriend, 32, who was fired as a 
lab instructor by a Christian college in 
Edmonton in 1991 because he was gay, 
then told by Alberta's Human Rights 
Commission that he had no grounds for a 
complaint. 

Alberta is one of three Canadian 
provinces that have not included homo­
sexuals in their human rights codes. The 
others, Prince Edward Island and New­
foundland, have · pledged to make the 
change. 

The Alberta government's law­
yers argued beforethe Supreme Court in 
November that it should be up to elected 
officials, not the courts, to decide whether 
special protection for homosexuals should 
be included in the human rights code. 

The high court rejected this argu­
ment and said Alberta should immediately 
amend its code to cover sexual orienta-
tion. 

Excluding homosexuals from the 
code "sends a message to all Albertans 
that it is permissible, and perhaps even 
acceptable, to~discriminate against indi­
viduals on the basis of their sexual orien­
tation," the high court said. 

At a news conference in 
Edmonton, Vriend said he was delighted 
by the ruling .and criticized officials in the 
western province. 

"It's extremely shameful that the 
government kicked and screamed and 
whined for the past seven years, all the 
way to the Supreme Court," he said 

Alberta has developed a reputa-

. - l 

tion as Canada's most conservative prov­
ince. Its premier, Ralph Klein, said Thurs­
day evening the province would obey the 
high court ruling, at least for now, and he 
indicated a Cabinet task force would ex­
amine whether the decision would lead to 
demands for the province to recognize 
same-sex partnerships and marriages. 

More than a dozen groups inter.: 
vened in the case, including some that saw 
the case as a test of religious freedom the 
right of King's University College to hire 
according to its beliefs. 

The Supreme Court had ruled in a 
separate 1993 case that Canada's Charter 
of Rights prohibits discrimination against 
homosexuals even though it doesn't spe­
cifically state it. 

The high court said sexual orien­
tation is a "deeply personal characteris­
tic" that can't be changed and is a ground 
for discrimination just like religion, race 
and gender. , 

Alberta's lawyers argued that pro­
vincial human rights codes which cover 
such matters as employment and housing 
shouldn't have to mirror the Charter of 
Rights. 

When Vriend was fired in 1991 , 
only his parents and closest friends knew 
he was gay. But he said be had no regrets 
about launching a legal battle that thrust 
him into the public spotlight. 

"Suddenly, my name and face 
were being blasted all over. It was like, 
'Oh boy, I'm out now,"' Vriend said in 
February. 

He now works in the University 
of Alberta library system. The high court · 
ruling does not mean he automatically can 
get his old job back it does mean the pro­
vincial human rights commission would 
be obligated to consider his complaint. 
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Co,n,nunity Pride Resources 
ML/GPA 

a state-wide, non-partisan organization 
formed to educate the general public, politi­
cians, and media on L/G issues. Primary goals 
are to involve the L/G community in Maine's 
political process, promote civil rights, develop 
and review legislation, endorse candidates, 
build a coalition, and oppose anti-gay legisla­
tion and referenda. Meetings are the third 
Thursday of the month at the Maine Education 
Association building in Augusta. Questions, 
please call (207) 761-3732 or (800) 55-MLGPA 
Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians 

and Gays 
P-FLAG promotes the health and well­

being of gay, lesbian , bisexual and 
transgendered persons, their families and 
friends through support, education and advo­
cacy., Come and c"elebrate our children a nd 
friends just the way they 'are! (See listings for 
Maine & New Hampshire under PHONE SUP­
PORT and SUPPORT GROUPS:) 

Northern Lambda Nord 
an educational, informational, social and 

service organization serving lesbian, gay, bi­
sexual and transgendered people in northern 
Maine and New Brunswick. Meetings are 2nd 

Sunday.of every month at I pm (ME), 2 pm (N~ 
8), at the Gay-Lesbian Community Services 
Center, 398 S. Main St., Caribou. FMI write 
NLN, PO Box 990, Canbou, ME 04736-0990. 
The Phoneline is staffed every Monday, 
Wednsday, and Friday from 7 -9 pm. Call 207-
498-2088 or 1-800-468-2088 

The Matfovich Society 
An educational and cultural organization 

of lesbians, bisexuals, gay men, and friends com­
mitted to sharing our history as well as provid­
ing person-affirming presentations anq discus­
sions in a supportive environment. Meetings on 
the second and fourth Thursday every month at 
7:30 pm at the.Holiday Inn By the Bay, 88 Spring 
St. Portland. Free parking and accessible to 
the mobility-impaired. Call -207-773-8308 

National Association of Social Workers, 
ME. 

Chapter, Sexual Minority Issues Com­
mittee welcomes new social work members. Our 
purpose is to educate, provide resources, and 
lobby legislators on issues involving sexual mi­
norities in Maine. FMI call NASW, 207-622-
7592. 

' 

Hate Crimes & Bias Incidents: 
Have you or someone you know been a 

victim? Call the Civil Rights Section of the 
Maine Department of the Attorney .General at 
626-8844. 

Cituens Alliance for Gay and Lesbian 
Rights: (CAGLR), 

New Hampshire ' s oldest progressive 
gay/lesbian civil rights organization, welcomes 
all those interested in these goals to weekly 
meetings, programs, socials and various other 
events. Newsletter. Call Info-line 603-224-
!686 or write to PO Box 730, Concord, NH 
03302-0730. 

The Rainbow Business & Professional 
Association 

A stale-wide, non-profit organization 
established to create a gay, lesbian, bi and 
transgendered " chamber of commerce" for 
Maine . Meetings for networking or dinner 
with speaker events, held in the Greater Port­
land area, second Monday of the month. FMI 
write P.O. Box 6627, Scarborough, ME 04070-
6627, call 207-775-0015 or e-mail 
wildboys@mainelink.net. 
Maine Speakout Project for Equal Rights 
Trains and deploys volunteers state-wide to 

speak with citizen groups in their towns and 
regions about their lives and the lives of others 
who experience discriminatio~. in Maine. For 
information on activities in your county: 207-
879-0480 or write: MSOP, 123 Congress St., # l , 
Portland 0410 l. You need not be a speaker to . 
work with Speakout! 
Gay, Lesbian, Straight Education Network 

GLSEN is a national organization work­
ing to end homophobia in schools. GLSEN 
members are committed to the belief that all 
students have the right to learn in schools which 
are free from discrimination, harassment and 
threats. All people who share this philosophy, 
regardless of sexual orientation or occupation, 
are welcome as members. The Southern Maine 
chapter of GLSEN meets 6:30 - 8 :30 on the 
fourth Monday of the month (with some excep-

- tions for holidays and vacations) at Way_nflete 
School Library, 64 Emery St., Portland. Non­
members welcome. FMI 207-773-9547 or write 
POB 10334, Portland M E 04104. GLSEN 
Downeast Maine: Meetings held the first Sun­
day of each month at the Downeast AIDS Net­
work, 114 State St, Ellsworth, form 2 to 4 PM. 
FMI call 358-2347. All supportive persons wel-
come, including non-educators. · 

Support Groups 
Hafl1B)re P-FLAG Meetngs; 

Conwrd: Meds 3rd Sunday fiom 3-5 pn it l& 
~ Ctudi, ~&.Nath Mail Streds. 
(IB: Wcmingm St~} FMI call 603-472-4944. 

Seacoast Meets 1& Tueooay fiom 7-9 pn at 
Slrabain Camnunty Chun:b, Eimy I.ar., SndYlll (l& 
~ wet of~ IOI cit£} FMI call 603-m-5196. 

Pl.)tmuth: Meds mt ~ 7.J) pn, Pl)tooulh 
Coogreg;iti)nal Church. FMI can 603-968-7254 or 603-
786.1)812. 

Mame P-FLAG M~ 
Portland:Meds2ndTu:shy7J:JPMit Wxxlmls 
~ Chun:b, 202 Wxxlmls St FMI call Nl-
766-5158 er 207-774-3441. 

Brunswick/Bath: Brunswick-Bath Chapter of 
~ ni Cia)s (PH.AG) nm; m 1he et 1b.mly of 
eafJ rrmlh it 7pn II 1he ltXlll llltffl firm the limy, Mn­
Coost lbJial, BllllliWi:k. Pme 1B: 1he hdc <hr firm 
Ire hdc prkilg it. FMI call 207-729-0519. 

l..eMimn.lAubum: Mm hst&irxlayof1herrmlh 
firm 6:.10-8:.10 (Ill FMI call 207-783J:J789. 

Women's Center 
BelfiN -~ m!dilg<;, 9A Mail St., 2nd fixr 

(~ Jiret & Cohq} Goop m:etilg ~ ~ 
6:15 i:m Wooxn's Spriuality Gi1hering,, Moo:lay., 7.J) 
i:m FMI can Nl-338-5702 

NA: Jmtfor Today 
. nmiig; ~ ~ 8:15 pn, at St Luke's 

GitmBl, ~ St., Pa1ml u~ Pak St enttmce II rea: 
Al<o Ftrliy immg 8:00. pn, lmmllluel 8i¢t Chmil, 
cxm:r Demig & High St., u~ ennmce offDemig St 

Out and About 
a k:sDJ. SU(lOt m trlJOfulal group, nms en 

l!t & 3nl ~ nmhly, 700 pn., Ullifd Matro 
N Church, 129 Milt:r ~ Pmnruh, NH. FMI: POB 
5691, Pcmooutb, NH 03<.m, er can 603-430-5418. 

. Am etrorshi 
A Mp! LeslmGiy Jewm SU(lntgroup, moos 

nmthly. FMI call Nl-SSJ.6004. 
E:mer Corlgffgationat Churm 

Ullifd Orun:h of Chri.'it II Exw; NH Im a:q:.t:d 
!11 Open m Affunilg Sttanent & webmes all Gxi's 

· d1iklren tow~ Sunday.;, 10 am. 21 Front St (near 
Crut St) Co,pms 1he Revs. Miirel LC. l-kndcr.m & 
Jane Geflken Henct:nm. FMI call Jngtil a 603-m-6221. _ 

Lesbian/Gay Cathob 
'fre Ol~lillDJII ~/Man: offi:rs ~­

ll'e MlBleS fur Vw\Yt CallX>IK:s & ther fri:txls/fimh 
Meds ~ &nxby it 6:00 pn it St Lukes CadWlll, 
sib:hi~iel 143 Stale St, Portland Coffee & ~ 
afler 1he lillngy. FMI can Ro!anary or Jllld: 207-646-
2820 er l..aJre: 'lJJ7'878-0546 oc mie: D~ 
POB 8113, fu1md 04104. All reple; kqt <Xllfirntm 

· The Ap(d, Society 
!11 oot-rean, mwciki'Jg ni &Xiii~ 

fir New Fngbxl's !?fl)' nt k:sDJ. ifu:ss, fit»dmkas, 
dhical hllllUllNS wd Helm:s. Fire S(lX!dl/civil rights 
~ group offeritg freedxn-fiooHel ~ . 
relgi:>us ~g wd fun! FMI can 207-773-
5726 or P.O. Box 5301, Pcrtmd, ME 04101. 

Circle of Hope MCC. 
Circle of Hope Metropolitian Commu­

nity Church meets each Sunday at 2:00 PM at 
156 High Street ( corner of Deering and High -
- Immanuel Baptist Chrurch building) A Chris­
tian church founded in and reaching beyond the 
gay and lesbian community. FMI email 
MCCclergy@aol.com or call toll free 1-888-
264-6223 . PO Box 1671 Portland, ME 04104. 

Central Maine Gay Men's Support Group 
\\e (IOVkk a sa1e pla:e to di'UN; mi:s gong en II 

oor lives or jU& 1D be wth peq,e II a sale oon-
- alooholi: enviroment 
FMI call 207-621-1888 or Nl-621-4254. 

Ga~ Lesbian, Biiexual Discmsioo Group 
!stood 3rd Frihys ea:h roonth, 7J:J (Ill Fug 

UnivernllN OlUn.:h, 345 Bnmwy, Rockh1d, ME. FMI 
call LaJy Gcxffiey a Nl-594-2957. 

Support Group---Penobscot & Sunoonding 
Counties 

For men who hiM: !I!)( wth men MOl11hlyrrm­
ilg; 1D 1lllc mn mi:s ni cmrms. Call Nl -990-2095 
fir rme ioo & rm:lilg tines. 

Q-Squad 
Support group for lesbian, gays, bi's & 

traJsgend:red. Setving Franklin County, hNxl at UM 
Hnnitgm FMicaD mht\e ~a207-778-7380. 

Trans&tpport 
&JWXtgroup fir~~ 1lri" 

fumili:s, fii:nds. Meets in ~ bcatims to ~ 
swxt, ediclim & ~ a.1ivfui Wrte T~ 

Maine AIDs Alliance 
Maine AIDS Alliance: 39 Green Street, 

Augusta, ME 04330. Call 207-621-2924. Fax: 
207-622-2662 . 

AIDS Coalition ofLewiston/Aubum: P.O. 
Box 7977, Lewiston, ME 04243. Call 207-786-
4697. 

AIDS Lodging House: 142 High Street 
Suite 609, Portland, ME 04101. Call 207-773-
7165 . 

Camp Chrysalis: PO Box 990, Belfast, 
Maine 04915. Call 207-3338-5089. 

Community AIDS Awareness Program: 
PO Box 457, Rumford, ME 04276 Call 207-364-
8603. 

' 
Community Task Force on AIDS Edu-

cation: PO Box 941, Naples, ME 04055. 
Dayspring AIDS Support Services: 32 

Winthrop St., Augusta, ME 04330. Call 207-626-
3432. 

Down East AIDS Network: 114 State St, 
Ellsworth, ME 04605. Call 207-667-3506. 

Eastern Maine AIDS Network: PO Box 
2038, Bangor, ME 04401. Call 207-990-3626. 

Merrymeeting AIDS Support Service: 
PO Box 57, Brunswick, ME 04011. Call 207-
725-4955. 

Names Project/Maine: P.O. Box 10248, 
Portland, ME 04104. Call 207-774-2198. 

Oxford Hills Community AIDS Net­
work: PO Box ll3, Paris, ME 04271. Call 207-
743-7451. 

Peabody House: 14 Orchard St., Port­
land, ME 04102. Call 207-774-6281. 

People .With AIDS Coalition of ME.: 
696 Congress Street, Portland, ME 0410 l. Call 
773-8500. 

The AIDS Project (TAP): PO Box 5305, 
Portland, ME 0410 I. Web page - www.neis.net/ 
aidsproject. E-mail- aidsproj@neis.net Call 207-
774-6877. 
Waldo-Knox AIDS Coalition: P.O. Box 956, 
Belfast, ME 04915. Call 207-338-1427. 

P.O. Bax 17622,POl1md, 04ll2 orpxn: 207-945-3092. 
Gender Talk North . 

Gender 9JWoil Wrae fer newsk:ttel; P.O. Box 
42 l,Peterborough,NH03458 .603J:J24-8828. E-mail 
gtnorth@top.monad.net Web page (under con­
struction) http ://top.monad.net/- gtnorth/ 
index.htm 

Trans Counselng 
Cheshire Counseling~-, PO Box 1124, 

Kear, NH 03431. 603-357-5544. 
Maine Bisexual People's Neawrk 

Mm as atDtofBs:xual llilmim & &wn 
Goop(~ lsilg bebw). For oumilg &'a ctlu bi 
S1wxt, write: PO.Box 10818, futlmd, ME, 04104-
6818 

Bisexual Discussion & Support Group ­
llilmimmSU(lntgroupforwamtmmen 

Mm l" & 3.i ~ rrmthly, 7:.1()J)pn II nxm 
l , 

Pay.oo Smith Hall, Falroouth st, Uni\ersity of 
&>ME, Portmd Open 1D mn-mm:11s and suderits of 
all~ 

FMIFax:SHO~ orCall 
780-3757(Irivale voi:e mail) 

P~ofGeoder 
(Refimg to be Thlbi.:, Km or !uh). Mm ev­

ay Frrliy it l:15 rm it Davie; R<nn, Mem:m Unm, 
UMitOitm . 

Lesbian/Bisexual Support GrouP.. 
r-..1ee1.5 evay Toorliy, 7.JJ PM, it \\unen's ~ 

~ Center IOI FernakllJaD it UM Orooo. FMI call 
Nl-581-1425. . 

Dmu;NH 
Gay,l..emt, Bs:xual & Tnmgerxmd ~ 

Goop moos Sunchy.; 7-Spn, Qta<er M1g. Hare, Cen-
1ral Ave. Socill unes ro. FMI call 603-743-GAY2 e.e;;. 

Lewiieon/Aubum 
A new 00, hhr1, brexual SU(lOt group fir 1he 

Lewmv'Auh.Jm a-ea m:ets Monday.; at 7 pn at the 
Uni:nml.Jnivasali& Church en Spmg St., Aurum. 

Bangor Lesbian Support Group 
This Lcl>ian Support Group welcomes any 

woman who self-identifi:s as a k:sbian. They ~k to 
crea1e WOITI!ll~ k:s!Jian.ix)site Sjn:e to expm: is­
~ nt aflim tlxm.<el\e, and ea:h 1mher as bbar1s. 
Ccnfnntitlty, ~ and respxt ire requied. 

Mm l& !lld 3rd~ firm 6:.10-800 i:m 
Mabel Wadsfflmh Women's Heabh Center 

- 334 Hlmw St., &qµ: FMI: call 207-947-5337. 
S.N.A.P. 

Suivivors Nemork of Thre Abu3'Xl by Pii:sls. 
Menthly ~ groop for m:n & wooxn OOlling fiom 
~ ibH: by cbgy of !11)' ci:mnnfut Mm II~ 
mxl kJcrful en thitl Frmy of 1he mnth. FMI call 207-
774-5025. 

DEGW (DoMt ~ Gay & l.e5bian Org.) 
Mm 2nd Saturcby of 1he IIlCll1h, 5:.10 pn it 1he 

w Church, Pak Slrert, &qµ: 
Maine Gender R&9Jul'C4! & Support Semce 

Infurmation, referrals and education for the 
transgencb- C001ITIUl1ty, ltjilg JJOfes;icnals nt 1re gm­
aat µ.lli:. WI1e MeGReSS, PO Bax 1894, 8!l1ga; ME 
04402-1894 or call 207-945-3092. 

AH Mane Traosgender 
· Goop Suwxt fur all c~ Tranwesues, 

T~ T~ All inclusi\e g,oop, !?fl)', les­
lul, !j, Sraight. Ccnfn:nful aid coom, Bangrr nm­
ilg JJBX. Mm 1re 2nd nt 4th Frmy of ean rrmth. can 
Nl-947-1686.fur tine nt pm:; or FMI wrt: AMf P.O. 
Box 145 Brewer, ME 04412. 

Gay/1..esbiall/Bisexual.Parmts Grwp 
For dates, places and times write GLB Parents 

Gtoop, P.O. Bax 10818, POl1md, ME 04104. 
Mothers and Kids Group 

Socill events and group ruiµ>rt for leibms and 1hei" dlil­
(ffll Emphas6 en I1disicn of bhrls in 1he ~ of 
becoming p-egnant or aoopting. Meets monthly in the 
greater POl'll!lld area FMI write: P.O. Box 2235, Sooth 
Portend, ME 04116. 

GLAD to be Sober . 
Meets Wednesdays at 7 :30 pm at the North 
Church - at the comer of north Main and Wash­
ington Streets • in Concord NH. Use the Wash­
ington street entrance. 

Tiffany Club of New England (TCNE) 
TCNE is a weekly support group for all 
transgender-identified individuals: cross-dress­
ers, transsexuals, and others , along with thier 
spouses and significant others. Meetings are 
Tuesdays from 7-IOpm. FMI: TCNE, PO Box 
2283 , Woburn, MA 01888-0483. 

Medi~al Support 
Planned Paren1hood of Northern New England 

Servi"lg m:n ood worren, offering annual ex­
ams, p-egnancy testing birth control info. & suppres 
(free cmd:ms!~ kSing m lrelirnent fir mums and 
Sill's, m::oop11se supiut and roore. Evening OOU1S, 
aflordabk: ~ and COOJpk:i: confn:ntially. Med­
ial weknre. 970 Fores:Ave., Pooml. FMI call 207-
874-1095. 

FREE FAMlLY THERAPY 
availite for iooivi:W, & fimires (of !11)' t)]Je) 

who are aO.i:dixl by lilV ds:a;e. FMI, conla:t Chris 
BdJan, MSW at Center fer Training and Sjx:ca Pro­
gram 207-m-665&. 

Teen Uf'e Cmtrr 
Youth Clim: spcnmxl by City offutml Pub­

lic ~ Mnleyfulay (10:00-11:30 !ITI) Tre tuoo­
e;s lrall mn's )Qdh elm: is a pla:e where )OU cm 
recme fire~ care II a frmlly envmm.nt ~ 
C3kXI m lli:Snut St amis firm futml ~ Schx>L 
ConlibUII mitiI s:tVi.l:s wth lKll:$., odu ~ 

)OU rmy need Thq, II l:etween IO 1D I0:45 am 
Sewally Tran~ Diseffie Cinic 

Portland SID Clinic JXUVicrs full range of ~ -
vire. fiom ~g & tremrent, ewatin & cruris:ling 
!l1d lilV antilxxiytesing ni OOUIB:lilg. l..ocaed i1 Rinn 
303 of City Hall. Amrl)'m>u5 HIV lfS1Ilg by 'Wi11b1~11t 

oo weekol)s firm 8 im to 5 i:m Call 207-S7W84. For 
diu SID ~ 207-S74-8446. 

Copmg Mb Cangiving 
Provn:s SU(lOt for thcH: camg tor a disttd or 

dumically/innml ill µ:r.n1. Goop moos en 2nd and 
4th Frmy of the mcnlh a men at Macy~ Boonl 
R<nn, sixlh ftxx: FMI call 207-S79-3477. 

BR'JISt sdf:eJ8ID clall'lC'S 
Tre Brem Heaklt Re.nmx:: Cen1a' ii Macy H<lijial r, 
offi:mg fire self-exan cm;es to leach women-how to ' 
p;::rmn lml5t ~ whit D ook lir, wha a bl1) 
migl:i: &:I IN:, ni wha D oo if )OU fud ilmhilg thit 
diest't lmil ~ C2B!S are m 1he 3rd Thur.rtiy of th! 
mnth. 
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HIV Related Support Meetings 
Portland: careproviders. Meets every 2nd Tuesday, 7 :00 pm, at 

Mondays: People Living with HIV disease and _ the Aroostook Medical Center, conference room A 
all friends , families, partners & caregivers, 6:30-8:00 Presque Isle. FMI, Deb Madore of Health I st, 207-
PM. 768-3056 or 1-800-432-7881. 

Tuesdays: People living wi_th HIV di&ease and 
all friends, families, lovers and c; egivers, I 0:30 am­
Noon. TAP, 142 High Street Suite 632, Porland, ME 
041 0 I. 

2nd & 4{h Tuesdays: Living Well focusing on 
quality of life and empowerment. 

Wedsndays: Dro(>"in discussion group for mar­
ried/gay/bisexual/questioning men. FMl call Gerry at 
207-774-6877. 

1st Wednesday: PAWS (Pets Are Wonderful 
Support), 5:30 pm. Call 775-PAWS. ,Charles Wynott, 
Program Coordinator. 

Thursdays: People living with HIV meets from 
5:30-7 pm. TAP, 142 High Street Suite 632, Porland, 
ME 04101. 

2nd Thursday: Client Advisory Board, open to 
all clients ofThe AIDS Project, I :30 pm. 

The above Portland support groups meet at 
The AIDS Project, 142 High St. , 6th floor.except the 
Tuesday group, Living Well. FMI on that call Sandy 
Titus at Stratogen Health Care. Call Jane O' Rourke at 
207-774-6877 or 1-800-851-2437 for more information. 

Family and Friends Accepting Change To­
gether (FFACl), a support group sponsored by North­
ern Maine AIDS Network for friends, families & 

Auburn : People living with HIV disease, 
Tuesdays, I :30a3:00 pm at Auburn Family Planning. 
Call Diana Carrigan, At!_droscoggin and Oxford Case 
Manager and Support Services Coordinator for TAP 
at the Auburn office, 207-783-7301. 

Bangor: Man 2 Man HIV prevention program 
for men who have sex with men. M2M offers educa­
tion, HIV testing, support groups, HIV/AIDS Hotline 
and workshops. To volunteer or FMI on the program 
call 207-990-2095 or write: Man 2 Man, POB 2038, 
Bangor, ME 04402 . 

Children's Support Group: Fun activities 
and outings for children who are affected by HIV/ 
AIDS. Meetings are held twice monthly on Mondays 

. 3 :30pm - 5:00pm, Unitarian Universalist Church, Park 
St., behind City Hall in Bangor. FMl call 207-990-
3626. 

Women's Support Group : Women living 
with HIV, meets the last Wednesday of each month 
I0 :45am - 12:00pm. Call 207-990-3626. 

Biddeford : People affected or infected by 
HIV, Mondays, 5:30-7:00 pm. So. ME. Medical Cen­
ter classroom opposite cafeteria on 2nd floor. Call John 
Bean, York County Case Manager, 207-774-6877. 

Farmington : Thursdays: 6 :30-8:30 pm. 

HIV+ support group. Call Christie Foster at Tri­
County Health Services, 778-4553, for location. 

Gardiner: I st & 3rd Wednesdays: People Liv­
ing with HIV meets from I :30-3 pm at the KVRHA 
Annex. Call MASS at 725-4955. 

Kennebunk: Dro(>"in discussion group every 
Tuesday for married/gay/bisexual/questioning men at 
TAP Office, Lafayette Center, downtown Kennebunk. 
FMI call Gerry at 207-774-6877. 

· Lewiston: 4th Thursday: Great Sexpectations 
monthly dro(>"ins for gay, bi & questioning men of all 
ages. 7 :00-10 :00 PM, ACLA office ( 4 Lafayette St.) 
FMI, Sean-207n86-4697. 

Rumford/Mexico Area: Mondays: AIDS Su(>" 
port Group/Phom;line meets from 7-8:30 pm at Mexico 
Congregational Church, Main Street, Mexico. Call 
364-8603. 

New Hampshire: 
Derry area: Support group open to anyone 

infected with AIDS/HIV. Hosted by the Ecumenical 
AIDS Task Force, at St. Thomas Aquinas. FMI or 
reserevations, call Jane Dwyer at 603-432-7530. 

Keene: Support group for families, friends, 
partners of persons living with AIDS or who have died 
of AIDS. Confidential & anonymous. Meets every 
other Wed., at Planned Parenthood, 7-8:30 pm. Call 
Dorothy Anderson at 603-756-4735. 

Keene: Support group for HIV posiiive people 
and those living with AIDS meets alternate Mon. 6:30 

pm. For details call Schultz, 603-357-5270. 
Lebanon/Hanover: 1CoRN offers support 

groups, case management, community referrals and HIV 
prevention programs for people in the Upper Valley. FMI 
call John or Mark at 800-816-2220. 

Monadnock Region: For info., referrals, test­
ing, buddies, speakers & volunteer opportunities call 
AIDS Services for the Monadnock Region at 603-357-
6855 or l-800-639-7903 or call United Way Hel(>"Line, 
1-800-368-4357. 

Nashua area: Two weekly self-help groups for 
those infected with, or affected by, HIV I AIDS. For times, 
dates and locations, call 603-595-8464 . 

N.H. Seacoast "Connections" support group 
for care givers, parents, families and friends, all those 
whose lives are affected by HIV/AIDS. "Connections" 
meets every month on second Tuesd:!ys from 7 to 8:30 
p.m., at the Exeter Congregational Church 21 Front St. 
Exeter, NH. Discussions, information sharing and SU(>" 
port are offered in a friendly and private atmosphere. 
FMl 6Q3-772-622 I, or 603-436-8963 . 

Peterborough: Support group for family, part­
ners and friends whose lives have been affected by HIV/ 
AIDS meets Tues. at noon. Call Maria Rosario-603-
924-7191 , ext. 1126 for details. 
Winoipesaukee Region: HIV/AIDS support group 
meets Wednsdays from 7 -9 pm at Lakes Region Gen­
eral Hospital. FMI cal Wayne at 603-524-3211 ext 
3900. 

Phone Support By Region 
National Center for Lesbian Rights Youth 
Project: 1-800-528-NCLR. 
Man 2 Man hotline -Providing HIV/AIDS 
information, and referals for identity and 
emotional support services. Staffed Mon­
Fir. 8:30 - 4:30. Call 207-990-2095 or in 
Maine 1-800-429-1481. 
Gay & Lesbian Phoneline of Maine: 
Staffed Monday, Wednsday and Friday from 
7 pm - 9 pm. Call 207-498-2088 or (Maine) 
800-468-2088. 
Boston Alliance of Lesbian and Gay 

. Youth (BAGLY): 1-800-347-TEEN. 
National Hotline for gay, lesbian, bi­
sexual & transgender youth. Sponsored by 
the Indianapolis Youth Group. Staffed & 
trained, peer youth counselors. Lines are 
open Sunday thru Thursday 7-10 pm, Fri­
day and Saturday 7 pm to midnight. Confi­
dential and anonymous. Call 1-800-34 7-
TEEN 
HIV-AIDS Prevention Project: Staffed 
Monday, Wednsday, and Friday from 7 - 9 

pm. Call 207-498-2088 or (Maine) 800-
468-2088 
The AIDS Line: l-800-851-AIDS or 775-
1267. HIV/AIDS related questions, call 
Mon.-Sat. 9 am-5 pm, Mon. & Wed. eve­
nings until 7:30 pm. Anonymous .. 
DIAL KIDS: For lesbian, gay, bi & ques­
tioning youth under 19 yrs. 774-TALK . . 
Ingraham Volunteers: Call 774-HELP 
(774-4357). 
The AIDS Project 774-6877. Located at 
142 High St., 6th floor, Portland 04 IO l. 
Call for information and support group 
meetings in Portland , Lewiston, 
Brunswick. 
Bangor: Eastern_ Maine AIDS Network: 
990-3626" 
Penobscot Cou.nty: HIV I AIDS Hotline-1-
800-429-148 l 
Belfast : Waldo-Knox AIDS Coalition: 
338-1427 
Brunswick: Merrymeeting AIDS Support 
Services: 725-4995 

Youth Support 
OUfRIGHT 

Bangor: Outright Too: Support­
ive, informative and social meetings for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, and questioning 
youth age 22 and under. Safe place for 
questions, growth, and fun. Held twice 
monthly. FMI call 207-990-3626. 

Central Maine: Weekly confiden­
tial meetings for gay, lesbian and ques­
tioning youth 22 years and under. FiJ:st 
Call at 207-795-6677 OR 1-800-339-
4042 and ask about Outright. 

Lewmo~Aubum: Meets first and 
third Fridays. Confidential meetin~ for gay, 
lesbian, bisexua~ transgender, & question­
ing youth 22 years and under. Call 786-
2717 for more information. 

Portland: Meets every Fri., 7:30-
9:30 pm and every Tuesday 6 pm to 9 pm 
at The Cinarnon Building, !Pleasant St., 
4th floor, Portland. Safe & supportive dis­
cussions with and for gay, lesbian, bisexua~ 
transexual & questioning young people. 
FMI call 828-6560, or 1-888-567-7600 or 
write to P .0. Box 5077, Portland, ME. 
04101. 

Waldo-Knox : Meets every other 
Sunday in Camden for gl1/b or questioning 
youth 22 & under. Confidential, support-

ive, safe space for growth, discussion & 
fun. FMI Coastal, AIDS Network 338-'-
1427 or write P.O. Box 956, Belfast, ME 
04915. Collect calls okay. · 

Concord.: Meets every Thurs., 7-
9 pm at UU Church, 274 Pleasant St., 
next to concord Hospital & Orthopedics 
Clinic. 603/664-9169. 

Monadnock : Meets every 
Thurs.,7-9 pmat "The Place To Go", 46 
Concord St. (Rt. 202 N), Peterborough, 
603/54 7-2545. 

Nashua : Meets every 2nd & 4th 
Thursday at UU Church comer of Canal 
& Lowell Sts. (near Dunkin Donuts). Call 
Steve or Gypsy at 603/672-0792. Email: 
O~trightNH@AOL.com 

~: Meets eyery Sun. 5-7 pm 
(movie night), Tues. 6-8 pm (drop in), & 
Friday from 7 to 9 pm(support group) at 
the UU Church Annex (next to fire sta­
tion), 206 Court St., Portsmouth NH. 
FMI call 603/431-1013, P.O. Box 842, 
Portsmouth NH 03801. 

COLA GE 
A national support group run by and 

for the children of gay, lesbian or bisexual 
parents. FMI call COLAGE, 2300 Mar­
ket St., #1 

Bridgton : Community Task Force ,on 
AIDS: 583-6608 -
Rumford : Community AIDS Awareness 
Program: 823-4170 
Lewiston : AIDS Coalition of Lewiston/ 
Auburn: 786-4697 
Waterville: Dayspring: 626-3435 
Ellsworth : Down East AIDS Network: 
667-3506 
Oxford Hills : Oxford Hills Community 
AIDS Network: 743-7451. 
Mid coast: Gay men's HELP LINE," 6:00-
9:00 pm (only) M~F 207-863-2728 . FAX 
207-863-2794. Also, gay youth info. 

Parents & Friends of Lesbians & Gays 
(P-FLAG) Contacts in Maine (* indi­
cates monthly meetings) 
*Dover-Foxcroft: 564-7986 - Sharon 
*Brunswick/Bath: 729-0519 - Sally & 
Gene 
*Lewiston/Auburn : 783-6964 - Estelle 

*Portland: Rita, 766-5158 or Sue, 774-
3441 

CONTACTS IN NEW HAMPSHIRE 
P-FLAG NH 24 hour Helpline: 603-623-
6023 
New Hampshire: Teen Crisis Line - l-800-
639-6095/1-800-750-2524. 
Concord: Judy, 603/485-3943 
Webster: Betsy, 603/746-3818 
Nashua: Nancy, 603/880-8709 
Kensington: Nora/John, 603/772-3893 
Stratham: Betty, 603/772-5196 
Francestown: Cy/Gordon, 603/547-2545 
Rumney: Ann, 603/786-9812 
Upper Valley: Fel,- 603-785-4810. 

DOVER, NH: Gay,Lesbian,Bisexual & 
Transgender Helpline for information, re­
ferral or need to talk. M-F 6-10 pm, Sat.­
Sun . 9am-2pm. 603/743-GAY2. 

Social Groups 
Maine Frontrunners: a gay and lesbian 

nnming club spoosain.g weekly nm in P<.rt­
land We meet at the beginning ofBack Cove 
Walkway (C001er Baxter Blvd & Preble St 
Ext.), Saturdays, 9 am. FMI call JIIO 761-2059 
oc John 8284896. 

Out on MDI: For gay.;, lesbians, bi 's 
and our friends. Very active social/suppcrt 
group. MeetseveryTuesdayat7:00pm. New­
comers alW<lys welcane. FMI, write OUT ON 
MDI, PO Box 367, Southwest Harboc, ME 
04679-0367 or call 207-288-2502 and leave a 
message. 

SOLO: Monthly Gatherings for Older, 
Single Lesbians: fer fim & friendship. FMI 
call Kathy 207-688-4737 or 207-725-0179. 

W.O. W. (Wild Outdoor Women): 
Recreatiooal group meets monthly for outdooc 
activities followed by pot luck socials. Activi­
ties: biking, hiking, camping, canoeing, 
kayaking. FMI: Jen @207-787-2379 

Wiide-Stein Oub: Meets every Thurs­
day at 6:30 pm at Memaial Unioo, Sutton 
Lolmge, UM at Orooo. 

ALMA: AdiveLesbians of the Mooad­
noclc Area (formerly the Monadnoclc Area 
Women) meet oo the 2nd and 4th Friday of the 
month. FMI call 603-363-4%1. 

Dartmouth Wooten's Meeting: Meets 
every Monday at 9 pm at the Wcmen's R~ 
source Center, Dartmouth College. FMI call 
603~3636. 

LINC: I..esbians Inviting New Coonec­
tioos. A netwcxk serving wcmen in New En­
gland. FMI call Pauli at 603-668-9245. 

Mountain Valley Men (MVM): A group 
of gay 'men of all ages in norhteastem New 

· Hampshire and soothwestem Maine who get 
together for p<Xluck supper meetings at 6:30 pm 
oo the first Thmsday of each mooth at the Cen­
ter ofHq,e in Redstooe(NH); outdcxr activities 
and meetings are listed in the monthly newslet­
ter; FMI: MVM, Box 36, Ctr Conway, NH 
03813; Paul oc Dave at 207-925-1034; ~:mail 
DFISPALP@AOL.COM .. 

Seacoast Gay Men: Social group meets 
Mooda)S(exceptholidays), 7 pm Unitarian Uni­
versal.isl: Church, 292 State St, Pcrtsmooth, NH 
FMicall(603)4304052,crwriteP.O. Box 1394, 
Portsmouth 03802-1394. 

Women Meeting Wooten: Lesbian ~ 
cial/supp<.rt group meeting moothly at the Uni­
tarian-Universalist Church on the 2nd Saturday 
of the every month :&cm 2:30 - 6 pm. FMI call 
Dianne at 603-881-4268, or by e-mail 
DBalbat@aol..com. 

Chiltern Mountian·Oub: Gayand Les­
bian outdooc ocganimioo with abwt 1,200 mem­
bers throoghwt New England Adivities in- · 
elude hiking, back packing, biking, canoeing, 
skiing etc; Mmthly newsletter listing trips ead:J. 
mooth. Call either Tracy Green at207-828-2535 · 
er Mike Boisvert at 603-669-1936. 
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Calender Items Calendar Items 
There is an HIV/AIDS drop-in 

support group for those infected and af­
fected by HIV every Thursday evening 
in Rockland from 6:l 5pm to 7:45pm. 
For location of meetings, call Marjorie 
at the Coastal AIDS Network at 207-
338-6330. 

Social and support groups, edu­
cation and counseling for gay/bi men at 
risk of HIV infection to stay safe. Video 
nights are the 2nd Friday of .each month 
at 7 :OOpm. There is a potluck and dis­
cussion group held on the 4th Friday of 
each month. FMI call 207~338-6330. 

The Visiting Nurses Association & 
Hospice (VNA) and the American Can­
cer Society will sponsor a series of semi­
!lars on Guidance in Grieving. 

These seminars will be held on the 
second Monday of every month, at 7: 15poi, 
at the Methodist Church, Elm Street, South 
Portland. 

For more information, contact Julie 
Shackley at 207-780-8624; Grace Moulton 
RN at 207-799-3179; or Rev. Tom White 
at 207-799-0407. 

(VNA) will be holding on'an-going 
Adult Immunization Clinic/Health Screen 

Eastern Maine AIDS 
·Network 

Eastern Maine AIDS Network 
(EMAN) offers the following on-going 
professionally-sponsored support groups. 
The EMAN· offices are located at 80 Ex­
change Str~ 4m Floor, Bangor, Maine. 
The office number is 990-3626. Times, 
locations or contacts for individual sup­
port groups may vary, and information is 
provided as applicable. 

Kool Kids Oub-Acti~ for chil­
dren affected by HIV/AIDS. Kool Kids 
Club meets every other week from 3:30pm 
- Spm. For more information, call Chuck 
or Erica at 990-3626. 

PFLAG - Parents, Family and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays meets one 
per month from 12:30pm - 1 :30pm. For 
more information, call Arline at 945-5897 
or Sarah at 825-3254. 

Man 2 Man - Prevention programs 
and support. For more information, call 
990-2095. 

MEN'S Support Group - Man 2 
Man HIV/AIDS prevention program for 
gay, bi or questioning men who have sex 
with men. Man 2 Man offers education, 
HIV testing, HIV hotlines and workshops. 
For more information, or to volunteer, call 
Shawn at 1-800-429-1481 ; or write to Man 
2 Man, PO Box 2038, Bangor, Maine 
04402. 

Women's Support Group - for 
women living with HIV/ AIDS. Meets the 
lastWednesdayofthemonthfrom 10:45am 
- noon. Fore more information call Latona 
at 990-3626'. 

Press Releases 
Poetry Contest: You may enter a 

free poetry contest sponsored by the Ber­
keley Bards, one of America's most pres­
tigious poetry societies. The grand prize 
has been increased this year to $1000.00 
and everyone is invited to enter. 

The guidelines are simple. Your 
poem must be 21 Lines or less and may be 
written on any subject, using anystyle. To 
enter send one poem only: Free Poetry 
Contest, 1678 Shattuck Avenue, Suite 101 , 
Berkeley, California 94709. Or enter on 
line at www.freecontest.com 

Says noted Poetry Director Dr. Ralph 

Kasper, "Maine has a great reputation for 
producing fine poets and we think that this 
contest will yield exciting results. As an 
incentive to beginning poets we reserve 
the right to publish the winning poems!" 

Deadline for entering is May 26, 
1998. Winners will be announced by the 
last w~ in October and a winners list 
sent to all entrants. 

Portsmouth- The Seacoast Rep­
ertory Theatre presents the phenomenal 
Rock Opera, Jesus Christ Superstar, 
, which is currently running through 
May I 7th. Performances are: Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday nights at 8 p.m., 
Saturdays at 4 p.m. on. May 2, 9 and 
16, and Sundays at 3 p.m. Tickets are 
$17-$20, with discounts for children, 
students, and seniors. Tickets may be 
purchased by calling the box office at 
603-433-4472 or 800-639-7650, or by 
visiting the ticket window at 125 Bow 

Maine Real Estate And Economic 
Development Association: Real Estate 
Spring conference on Thursday, May 21 , 
1998 at the Sheraton Tara Hotel, 363 
Maine Mall Road, So. Portland between 
I: 15 and 4:30p.rri. (Registration at Cancer Lecture 
12:30p.m) The conference is sponsored Dr. Claes Nilsson will discuss 
by Bell Atlantic. To register for the con- early diagnosis, and the varieties and 

types of treatment modalities available 
ference or for more information, please to help cure or control cancer. This lec-
contact MEREDA at (207) 874-1939. turewillbeheldonWednesday,M~y6, 
The registration fee is $50.00 per person 7pm at the Catherine McCauley High 
for MEREDA members and $65.00 per School Auditorium, 631 Stevens Av-
person for non-members. enue, Portland. 

Safe Schools: a workshop for Cancer remains a frightening re-
Waldo, Lincoln, and Knox County teach- ality in Maine, with over 8,000 people 
ers, counselors, and administrators, will diagnosed last year alone. Whether its 
be held Saturday, May 16 from 1 Oa.m. to · breast, lung, prostate or some other can-
2p.m. at Camden-Rockport High School, cer, early diagnosis, treatment and in­
Knowlton Street, Camden. This event is formation are important. There have 

. being organized by Coastal Outright and been many advances in the treatment of 
cancer, including new drugs and new 

the Coastal AIDS Network. modes of treatment which give patients 
Coastal Outright is funded by the hope and help to maintain a better qual­

Maine Bureau of Health and the Coastal ity of life. 
AIDS Network. Formoreinformationon Dr. Nilsson, M.D., is the director 
Safe Schools or Coastal Outright services of The Oncology-Hematology Center at 
and programs for youth or educators, call Mercy Hospital, a center offering treat-
338-6330 or write Coastal Outright, PO ment and supportive care for all types 
Box 956, Belfast, ME 04915. of cancers and blood-related disorders. 

Public Service Announcements For more information, call 
Maine Rural Network: May Mercy's Public Relations Office at 879-

3486. . 
9 ... Alive and kicking: Life after Feb. IO- Skincare Seminar 
A workshop on local Organizing, One day Dr. Michael Taylor will discuss 
conference at Colby College, Waterville what's normal and what's not, when it 
9:30-3:30 Includes panel discussion on comes to the skin we're in. This lecture 
rural organizing and introduction to MRN will be held on Wednesday, May 13, 
FMI, call Janet May, 862-5907 or Mitzi 7:00pni at the Catherine McAuley High 
Lichtman, 338-5889. School Auditorium, 631 Stevens Av-

Greater Portland YMCA: Summer enue, Portland. 
is only a couple of months away. Plan for - Part of a healthy lifestyle includes 
a fun filled summer now! caring for our skin. Problems can arise 

* Have a backyard pool? Have us from rashes and sun damage to mela­
drive out to you to teach in your pool. Call noma. What is appropriate skin care? 

What can we do about the aging of the 
the YMCA and ask about our "Home skin? What about those lumps, bumps, 
learn-to-swim" program. spots and dots? J. Michael Taylor, 

* America's favorite swim lessons M.D. , is a dermatologist in Portland 
are offered here at the YMCA. We will who has practiced for over 15 years. 
be offering our special 2 week Summer For more information, call Mercy 's 
Session. Call Aquatic Director, Mathew Public Relations Office at 879-3486. 
Engineri for information. Men's Resources 

* Take the plunge into summer Coastal AIDS Network,.156 High 
camp with Aquatic Adventure Camp for Street, Belfast, offers support groups, 
kids ages 8-11 years. Children that at­
tend this camp can expect the best times 
of their summer. 

* Teens, ages 12-15 years, can 
challenge their aquatic skills with Aquatic 
Challenge Camp. Teens will be able to 
white water raft, canoe trip, whale watch 
and much, much more. 

* Teens 16 years and up can pre­
pare for a summer job as a lifeguard by 
taking YMCA Life-guarding Classes here 
at the Greater Portland YMCA. Classes 
start May 14, 1998. 

* Dive into the great underwater 
world of Scuba Diving. Classes are of­
fered May 4m, June 15111, and August 3n1_ 
Stop by the YMCA to pick up informa­
tion. 

F.M.I. contact Mathew Engineri 
Aquatic Director, Greater Portland 
YMCA. (207) 87 4-1111 ext.210 

Music&Art 
Women In Harmony 

an eclectic choral ensemble open to all 
women regardless of age, race, religion, or sexual 
orientation. If you are interested in becoming a 
member or volunteering organiz.ational skills, 
send SASE (including yocr phone number) to P 
.0. Box 5136 Sta A, Portland, ME. 04101 , or 
call 207/774-4940. 

Maine Gay Men's Chorus 
a community chorus which brings men 

together to enhance social tolerance and diver­
sity in the Greater Portland area, as well as af­
firming the gay/lesbian experience with creative 
and lively musical entertainment. FMI call 774-
2704 or write M.G.M.C., P.O. Box 10391 , Port­
land, ME. 04104. 

The Maine Gay Vi.1ual Artist's League 
meets on the third Wednesday of every 

month. The League ~ a non-profit, creative sup­
port network for Maine's gay & lesbian v~ual 

Street in Portsmouth, Tuesday through 
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. , 

Portsmouth- The S~coast Reper­
tory Theatre presents Johnny Appleseed, 
a Youth Theatre musical production cur­
rently running through May 17. Perfor­
mances are Saturdays and Sundays at 
I :00 p.m. All seats are $5.00. Tickets 
may be purchased by calling the box of­
fice at 603-433-4472 or 800-639-7650, 
or by visiting the ticket window, Tues­
day through Saturday, I 0:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. 

education, and counseling for gay/bi men 
at risk of HIV infection to stay safe. 
Video nights are the 2nd Friday of each 
month at 7:00 p.m .. Potluck/discussion 
groups are held on the 4th Friday of each 
month at 7:00 p.m. Support groups are 
held on the 1st and 3n1 Monday of each 
month from 7 - 9 p.m. Support groups 
are also held in the Waldoboro area on 
the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month . 
For more information, call 207-338-
6330. 

Coastal Outright 
Support group meetings are held for 

gay, lesbian, bisexual and questioning 
youth by Coastal Outright. Outright ad­
vocates creating a safe supportive envi­
ronment for youth. For more informa­
tion in the Coastal Maine area, call 207-
338-1427. 

HIV/AIDS Drop-in Support 
Group 

Drop-in support is available for 
those infected with HIV/AIDS every 
Thursday from 6: 15 - 7:45 p.m. in 
Rockland. For more information, call 
Marjorie at the Coastal AIDS Network 
at 207-338-6330. 

Stress and Anxiety Screening 
Wednesday, May 6 is National 

Anxiety Disorders Screening Day. Free 
screenings will be held on that day at the 
following times and locations: Sam -
lOam Intermed, 259 Main Street, 
Yarmouth. 

llam- lpm Intermed-Stroudwater, 
1685 Congress Street, Portland. 

30pm - 3:30pm Intermed-Genera- ' 
tions, 619 Brighton Avenue, Portland. 

4pm - 6pm Integrated Behavioral 
HealthCare, I Forest Avenue, 2°d Floor, 
Portland. · 

The screenings are free of charge, 
and include a written self-test for anxi­
ety. Screenings will be conducted by 
mental health professionals, and an edu­
cational presentation will be available. 

Symptoms of anxiety include con­
stant worrying, sleep difficulties, anxiety 

Online/Internet 
The Maine GayNet Mail List 

Share your ideas and opinions with 
other list members. To subscribe to this list. 
send e-mail to majordomo@abacus.oxy.edu . 
In the message part, write "subscribe me­
gaynet" 

The Maine GayNet Home Page, 
An ever-changing display of events 

and information. Meetings, contact people, 
resources , & referrals. Point your WEB 
Browser to : Http ://www.qrd.org/www/usa/ 
maine . FML e-mail Paula Stockholm : 
paula@maine.com. 

Sao Francisco Gay/Lesbian Tourism 
Guide 

An online merchant-sponsored Internet 
website geared to gay and lesbian travellers 
to the San Francisco area. It is compatible 
with most mainstrea 
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Nightclubs Courting Gays And Lesbians 
Hartford, Conn. (AP) Night­

clubs trying to broaden their clientele 
have added a new theme night to their 
weekly lineups "alternative" night, 
catering to _the gay and lesbian com­
munity. 

David Squillante, owner of 
Velvet in downtown Hartford, says 
there was a time when sponsoring an 
alternative night would have been "the 
kiss of death." Now, he says, it's a 
good way to gain revenue. 

Velvet turns into ." Groove 
Box" on Wednesdays, offering danc­
ing and entertainment aimed at the gay 
and lesbian crowd. Two weeks ago, 
Squillante added a second alternative 
night on Sundays. 

"The gay people we see in here 
are successful, friendly, open-minded 
people who spend more and leave big­
ger t ips than a straight crowd," 
Squillante said. 

Clubs such as The Bar With 
No Name and Webster Theater are 
also offering alternative nights to fill 
a void in business. 

No Name draws a mixed 

crowd _on Sundays with its live show 
that includes drag karaoke and "The 
Gay Dating-Game." 

. "Without a doubt, it is a wise, 
profitable business venture," said Fran 
Delmastro, who recently purchased the 
downtown Hartford bar. 

Delmastro said bar owners are 
being forced to look for new custom­
ers. "There are less people drinking 
now, given health, insurance and the 
law. It forces us to go after every mar­
ket now to try to keep afloat," he said. 

Michael Begun, advertis ing and 
·marketing manager for Metroline, a 
magazine aimed at Connecticut 's gay 
and lesbian community, said he is 
amazed at the interest in alternative 
nights. 

"Bars that 11;re straight most of 
the week see an opportunity to , make 
money on slower nights; especially on 
Wednesdays and Sundays," Begun said. 

But some of the bars that have 
been dedicated to the gay and lesbian 
community are a bit worried about the 
new competition. 

Dan Brewer, who manages The 

Sanctuary in Hartford and Avalon in 
East Windsor, both gay bars, says he 
has seen a decline in the city crowd 
as more alternative nights spring up . 
Brewer is scheduled to close The 
Sanctuary on April 19. 

Bruce Lamothe, manager of 
the 25-year-old gay bar Qhez Est, 
said he, too, has mixed feelings about 
the sudden interest in the gay and les­
bian market. 

" I'm aggravated that they are 
trying to capitalize on something they 
used to scorn," Lamothe said. " It si­
phons off business from those of us 
who have supported the community 
all along." 

But Michael Bell, a 29-year­
old insurance actuary who recently 
moved from New York, said the 
downtown bars offer a different at­
mosphere. 

"I know there are a few other 
gay bars around here, but they attract 
an -older crowd," Bell said. " I ' m 
young and at a different point of my 
life. I want this kind of ambience; big 
city kind of stuff." 

Stabbing Called A Bias .Crime 
By Donna De La Cruz 
New York, (AP) Three teen-agers 

came to Greenwich Village for a good 
time, police said. They ended up arrested 
after making anti-gay remarks to a group 
of people, sparking a confrontation that 
ended with the stabbing of a 22-year-old 
man. 

Capt. Barbara Sicilia, command­
ing officer of the bias crime unit, said 
Wednesday's incident was "bias-sparked" 
but has not been deemed a bias crime yet. 
She added that police do not believe the 
teens came into the area along the piers 
of the .Hudson River to harass gays. 

"In fact, they were here to visit 
the water, and to com~ to this area and 
have a good time," Sicilia said. 

The incident began.when the teens 
an 18-year-old male and two girls, ages 
14 and 15 walked by a group of people 
near Christopher and Hudson streets at 
I: 15 a.m. Wednesday. 

"An anti-gay rema,rk was made, 
just in passing we' re talking about juve­
niles the victim took offense to it, had 

some words," Sicilia said. 
One of the girls made the re­

mark, but Sicilia would not disclose 
what was said. 

The victim identified by The 
New York Times today as Colin Brown, 
22 approached the teens. The male at­
tempted to defend the girl who made the 
remark, and a fight started. 

"There was an initial punch 
thrown by the perp, he missed the vic­
tim, the victim returned the punch and 
then the knife came out," Sicilia said, 
adding that the weapon was a hunting 
knife. 

Sicilia defined a bias crime as 
an incident motivated by race, religion, 
ethnicity, disability or sexual orienta­
tion. 

"I don't believe their intent was 
to have a bias atta,;k," Sicilia said. "I 
think these were juveniles who were say­
ing things that they shouldn't have been 
saymg." 

Christine Quinn, executive di-

rector of the New York City Gay and 
Lesbian Anti-Violence Project, asserted 
that the attack was a bias crime because 
of the attackers ' "perception" the man 
was gay. She also disputed the account 
the teens were just visiting the area. 

"They came in a group ... and 
they came with a weapon," Quinn said. 
"They_came on the subway, in their car, 
whatever, with a knife, and that 's very 
typically what we see in bias crimes, 
people will bring weapons from home." 

The victim was listed in serious 
but stable condition at St. Vincent's 
Hospital and Medical Center. Sicilia 
said the victim was from New Jersey 
and was in the city with friends. 

Police arrested the teens just a 
few blocks from where the incident oc­
curred. Robert Cockrel, 18, of Queens, 
was charged with assault and weapon 
possession. The two girls, whose names 
were not released, were charged as ju­
veniles with assault and weapon pos­
session. 

Group Drops Gay Rights Proposal 
Brunswick, Maine (AP) A 

group of Brunswick activists have 
abandoned their push for a municipal 
gay rights ordinance, and say they will 
now concentrate their efforts on the pas­
sage of a statewide law. 

. "We were trying to think of what 
really would make gay and lesbian 
people feel more safe in their commu­
nity, and an ordinance may not do it," 
said Judy Lloyd, media co-ordinator for 
the local chapter of the National Orga­
nization for Women and an organizer 
of the Brunswick coalition. "In fact, it 
may bring out the opposition." 

NOW was joined in the 
- Brunswick group by representatives of 
' the American Association of University 

Women, the League of Women Voters 

and several church groups. 
The local effort started shortly 

after voters in February overturned a 
statewide gay-rights law that the Leg­
islature had just passaj. 

The activists said Tuesday they 
will begin to focus their efforts on pub­
lic_ education and letter-writing cam­
paigns . 

"One thing is universally agreed 
upon, and that is that we need to do 
much more education, especially in the 
non-urban areas, about what the bill 
does and does not do," said David 
Garrity, a board member of the Maine 
Lesbian-Gay Political Alliance. 

"There's a mistaken belief that 
we' re somehow protected in some other 
way, and we' re not," he said. 

Betsy Smith, president of the 
MLGPA, said a variety oflocal efforts 
could drain resources needed for a state­
wide gay rights campaign. Local ordi­
nances also face the same repeal efforts 
that brought down the state law. 

Lewiston voters several years 
ago rejected a gay rights ordinance en­
acted by the city council. 

Smith said activists should be 
gearing up for an organized grass-roots 
campaign, because the law eventually 
will be decided by voters, either in a 
referendum, or in an attempt to repeal 
a legislative act. 

"This is going to end up at the 
polls," Smith said. "The people will de-
cide this issue." · 
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Coast-To-Coast NationsBank To Extend 
Health Coverage To P_artners 

Charlotte, N .C. (AP) The merger 
pairing NationsBank Corp. with San Fran­
cisco-based BankAmerica Corp. will ex­
tend domestic partner benefits to one of the 
biggest employers in the Bible Belt. 

BankAmerica has offered health 
insurance to partners of gay workers since 
January 1997 under a policy that also cov­
ers live-in adult family members. 
NationsBank, with about l 00,000 employ­
ees, will become one of the largest compa­
nies in North Carolina or South Carolina 
with such a policy. 

Hugh McColl Jr., the NationsBank 
chief executive officer who will head the 
merged bank, said Wednesday that employ­
ees won't lose any benefits they now have 
and NationsBank workers could gain un­
specified ones from the merger. 

When asked whether same-sex ben­
.efits would be extended to NationsBank 
employees, bank gave a succinct answer: 
"Yes." 

N ationsBank and BankAmerica 
announced their $66.6 billion merger Mon­
day, which would form the nation's largest 

bank and the first to extend from coast to 
coast. 

Domestic partner benefits may be 
one of the clearest example of the chal­
lenges faced in merging differing cultures 
at the two banks. 

The new headquarters will be in 
Charlotte, a conservative city that has 
become the banking capital of the South­
east, in part because of NationsBank's 
growth through mergers and acquisitions. 
BankAmerica's hometown of San Fran­
cisco is considered one of the country's­
niost tolerant and one where gay and les­
bian residents wield considerable politi­
cal and economic power. 

"It's a historic merger, and the 
new corporation will offer these benefits," 
said Shelly Schoenfeld, a NationsBank 
assistant vice president in Charlotte. "I 
appreciate Mr. (Hugh) McCall's stance 
on this issue. And I know a lot of other 
gay employees feel the same way. It's a 
great victory for us." 

Details and timing of extending 

benefits are being worked out, spokes­
woman Mary Waller said. 

BankAmerica's "extended family 
benefits" policy lets employees enroll in 
their health plan another qualifying adult 
in their household: a parent, a grandpar­
ent, a sibling, a same-sex or opposite-sex 
domestic partner. 

"It's a realiz.ation that the depen­
dents our employees support might be 
parents, siblings or domestic partners," 
said BankAmerica spokesman Dennis 
Wyss. 

BankAmerica won't say how 
many employees have signed up under the 
new policy. Its equal employment oppor­
tunitypolicy also protects gay employees 
from being fired, denied a promotioi:i or 
harassed just because of their sexual ori­
entation. 

NationsBank, like nearly half of 
all Fortune 500 firms, doesn't include 
homosexuality in its nondiscrimination 
policy. "That issue has not been ad­
dressed," Waller said. 

Lesbian Group Says IRS Has Cheated It Of 
Tax-Exempt Status 

By PauJ ToJme 
Providence, R.I. (AP) A group in 

South Kingstown that helps lesbians with 
cancer complained to the IRS on Tues­
day, a day before the filing deadline, that 
it had unfairly been denied tax-exempt 
status. 

The group was told by the Inter­
nal Revenue Service that it had to extend 
its service to all women, not just lesbi-
ans. 

"What they are suggesting is that 
lesbians aren't worthy enough," said 
David Buckel, a lawyer for the Lambda 
Legal Defense and Education Fund Inc. 
in New York City. 

Lambda sent a letter of complaint 
on Tuesday to the Internal Revenue Ser­
vice on behalf of Kathys ' Group. _ 

Buckel said plenty . of other 
groups, including the American Asso­
ciation of Retired People and the Na­
tional Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People, have been given tax­
exempt status despite serving a segment 
of the population. 

"As far as we've been able to 
determine, the IRS has no authority to 
require Kathys' Group to alter its mis­
sion," he said. 

A spokesman for the IRS in 
Washington said he couldn't comment 
because all such matters except the 
awarding of tax-exempt status for 
nonprofits are confidential. 

"Whether somebody applies for 
tax-exempt status none of that is a mat­
ter of public record," said Ken Hubenak. 

Kathys' Group provides free 
counseling to lesbians, their partners and 
families. The group was founded in 
1995 after one member of a lesbian 
couple both named Kathy became sick 
with breast cancer. 

About 31 women have received 
the services of a therapist since the 
group's inception. 

Founder and director Lorry 
Garvin said the group applied for non­
profit status last year and was informed 
in February that it would have to 
broaden its mission. 

Although the group pays no 
taxes now because its budget is tiny, the 
lack of a nonprofit status prevents it 
from applying for foundation grants that 
go solely to tax-ex 

Student Goes Before Disciplinary Committee 
Lewiston, Maine (AP) A Bates 

College student accused of raping ·one fe­
male student and sexually assaulting three 
others has decided to withdraw from the 
college, according to a school official. 

. The student had been scheduled to 
graduate in May. He will not be allowed to 
re-enroll at the school unless he participates 
in a college hearing to determine the verac­
ity of the charges, said Patricia A. Lawson, 
a Bates spokeswoman. 

Lawson declined to identify the stu­
dent, but most of the school's 1,600 stu­
dents know who he is. The man left 
Lewiston on a bus last week after 300 stu­
dents outraged over the allegations prer 
tested on the front lawn of college presi­
dent Donald Harward 

Another male student accused of 
sexually assaulting two students had his 
case heard in a closed hearing by the 
college's conduct committee that began 
Friday and ended early Saturday. 

The conduct committee, a panel of 
students and faculty, investigates allega­
tions of disciplinary violations and decides 

whether to mete out punishment. It could 
decide to expel the student, but Lawson 
said the committee's decision was not 
being made public. 

A hearing for a third male stu­
dent accused of raping a female student 
has been postponed for at least two weeks, 
Lawson said. That female student came 
forward last week during the turmoil on 
campus. 

None of the female students who 
accused the three male students of rape 
and assault is pressing criminal charges. 
College officials have declined to release 
details of the alleged assaults and rapes, 
saying they do not want to identify the 
alleged victims and suspects. 
. After last week's protest, students 
suggested that some of the alleged assaults 
might have been prevented if college offi­
cials had notified students on campus. 

As a result, Bates officials have 
decided to let students. know about alle­
gations of sexual assaults after alleged 
victims file charges with the dean's of­
fice. 

That notification process also will 
be extended to Lewiston police, Lawson 
said, in a decision made this week after 
Dean Cel~te Branham and other college 
officials met with local authorities. 

However, few details about the 
circumstances of each alleged incident will 
be released to the camp.us and to police 
unless college officials believe there is a 
threat to other students. Bates officials 
believe doing so would make it too easy 
for alleged victims of sexual assaults cir 
suspects to be identified. 

Bates officials have agreed to pro­
vide more sensitivity training for mem­
bers of the conduct committee. The school 
is also consi~-hiring a victims' ad­
vocate. 

There were no protests last week 
on the campus, where students were pre­
paring for their final examinations next 
week. 

"Students are harried and spend­
ing a lot of time in the library studying," 
Lawson said. 
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rts. & £ntertainrnent 
Oak S~eet Theatre: Queer North 

Second annual festival of gay and 

lesbian performances will take place from 

May 14-24 at the downtown theatre fa­

cility. 

Oak Street Theatre is pleased to 

announce their second annual festival of 

gay and lesbian performances, this year 

new titled "Queer North!", which will take 

place over two week.ends from May 14-

24, 1998 at Oak Street Theatre, 92 Oak 

Street in downtown Portland. 

This year's festival includes solo 

performances by nationally-known art­

ists Susan Miller and Bruce Ward, as well 

as a special evening with the Maine Gay 

Men's Chorus and a production of"Brave 

Smiles ..... Another Lesbian Tragedy," by 

the Five Lesbian Brothers, directed by 

Bates College Theatre professor Ellen 

Seeling and featuring local actors. F esti­

val passes, valid for one entry to each 

performance, are on sale for only $35 at 

the theatre. 

Individual show prices and are: $18 successful struggle with breast cancer production of Das Barbecu. 

for Susan Miller's show, showing Friday with humor and self-awareness. "We are 

and Saturday, May 15 and 16, $15 for thrilled and honored to have booked a 

Bruce Ward's show, showing Thursday 

and Friday, May 21 and 22. $15 for the 

Maine Gay Men's Chorus, showing Sat­

urday, May 23,and $7 for Brave Smiles, 

showing Thursday and Sunday, May 14 

and 17, at 7:30p.m., Wednesday and Sun-

performer of Susan Miller's caliber," said 

Producing Director Michael Levine, 

"Portland audiences are in for a real treat 

when they see her work." 

Bruce Ward is an actor, playwright 

and performer whose show "Decade: Life 

day, May 20 and 24 at 7:30p.m.and Sat- in the 80's" traces the lives of ten gay 

urday, May 23 at 10:30 p.m. ($5 for the men in the decade during which AIDS be-

late show.) 

Susan Miller is an Obie-award win­

ning performer whose show, "My Left 

Breast" premiered at the prestigious 

Humana Festival ofNew American Plays 

in 1994 and has been touring around the 

country ever since. Performance venues 

inclucl~: Trinity Repertory Company, 

Walnut Street Theatre, and The Group 

came a tragic reality of everyone's lives. 

Bruce has performed nationally at the­

atres, festivals, and universities, and has 

met with widespread critical acclaim. 

Venues for the show have included the San 

Francisco Civic Auditorium; Boston Cen­

ter for the Arts; Boston's Institute of Con­

temporary Art; Dartmouth College; and 

the national AIDS Hotline conference in 

Theatre in Seattle. Through a series of Washington.D.C. As an actor, Bruce was 

short vignettes, the performer details her recently seen in Portland Stage Company's 

The Maine Gay Men's chorus is one 

of the region's most popular singing groups, 

and Oak Street Theatre is thrilled to be 

hosting a Pride preview concert with the 

group the second Saturday of the festival. 

The intimate Oak Street Theatre space 

promises to be a memorable venue to hear 

their unforgettable sound. The final addi­

tion to the festival is a local production of 

"Brave Smiles ... Another Lesbian Trag­

edy," by the Five Lesbian Brothers. This 

delightful campy piece tells the outrageous 

story of five young women from an all­

girl's school while skewering lesbian ste­

reotypes from popular film, literature and 

theatre. 

Tickets to the festiva~ including fes­

tival passes are currently on sale at the the­

atre. As last year, a portion of the festival's 

proceeds will benefit Portland's Pride Com­

mittee. 

Bruce Ward: Decade: Life in tlte BO's. Susan Miller: My Left Breast 
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Penobscot Theatre Company Presents: 
''Angels in America: Millennium Approaches'' 

' 

Robert Saoud (Boston) &Ron Adams (Bangor) 

Lucie Blue Tremblay 

"Apgels in America: Millennium 
Approaqhes" Closes Penobscot The­
atre Company's Pulitzer Prize Winning 
Season. 

Winner of the 1993 Pulitzer Prize 
and Jony Award, Tony Kushner 's land­
mark production, "Angels in America: 
Millennium Approaches," will have it's 
Maine premiere at the Bangor Opera 
House, April 30-May 10. One of the 
most controversial and profound plays 
of the nineties, this ground breaking 
work deals with such issues as AIDS, 
gay rights, Mormon Doctrine and the 
Reagen political agenda. 

With the gay rights referendum 
still in the news, "Angels" is the perfect 
play to explore this volatile issue. The 
arguments in " Angels" are ripped 
straight from the headlines surrounding 
the referendum vote. Who is protected 
under the constitution? All citizens no 
matter what their gender, sexual orien­
tation, race or religion? Or only those 
people that conservative society deems 
to be worthy of protection? 

The heart of "Angels" follows the 
lives of five gay men. Louis and Prior 
(Robert Saoud, Boston, and Ron 
Adams, Bangor), must deal with the 
daily effect of Prior 's worsening AIDS 
condition on both their physical and 
emotional strength. Josepli Pitt (Greg 
Arata, Minneapolis), a married man, is 
continually struggling with the conflict 
of his homosexuality and his belief in 
the Mormon religion, while Belize 
(Reginald Wright, Boston), a registered 
nurse, faces many different struggles in 
the world because he is both gay and 
black. 

All four of these men's lives are 
intertwined in a fascinating plot that in­
volves the downfall of one of America's 
most powerful attorneys, Roy Cohn. 

Roy (Ken Stack, Mt. Desert Island), the 
real life United States attorney -hired by 
Joseph McCarthy, believes that labels in­
dicate power and since he is a powerful 
person he cannot be called "gay." -"Ho­
mosexual is what I am because I have 
sex with men. But really, this is wrong. 
Homosexuals are men who in fifteen 

, years of trying cannot get a anti-discrimi­
nation bill through the City Council. 
Homosexuals .. . have zero clout. Does 
that sound like me?" 

"Angels is a play of great human­
ity, intelligence and acerbic wit. Kushner 
has given us a play that tells the story of 
lives in turmoil, seeking happiness, seek­
ing peace," says director Mark Torres. 

Other actors returning to PTC in­
clude Alison Cox (Orono), Deborah Elz 
Hammond (Milbridge) and Catherine 
LeClair (Bangor). "Angels" will be di­
rected by PTC Producing Artistic Direc­
tor Mark Torres with scenic Design by 
Jay Skriletz (Perry), Lighting design by 
Lynne Chase (Connecticut) and costume 
design by Doni L. A11en (Winter Harbor). 

This epic play will have a limited 
two week run April 30-May 10. Perfor­
mance days and times are Thursdays at 
7:00p.m., Fridays at 8:00p.m., Saturday, 
May 2 at 8:30p.m., Saturday, May 9 at 
5:00p.m. and Sundays at 2:00p.m. Tick­
ets can be ordered by calling the box of­
fice at (207) 942-3333, 12:00p.m.-
6:00p.m., Tuesday -Saturday. Ticket 
prices range from $10.00 to $18.75. 

The Bangor Opera House is located 
at 131 Maine Street in Bangor, ME, and 
is handicapped accessible ( call for de­
tails). Penobscot Theatre Company is 
sponsored in part by WLBZ-TV News 
Center 2. (Some of the characters in 
"Angels" express themselves with the use 
of strong language .. . . .it contains adult 
situations and is not suitable for children.) 

Lucie Blue Tremblay 
Singer-songwriter Lucie Blue 

Tremblay has been making music in the 
U.S. and Canada since her self titled 
album in 1986. She uses the power of 
her romantic balladry, the charm of her 
very personal self-accompanied perfor­
mance, and her passion for billingual 
heritage to weave a spell. 

And the magic works because 
Lucie Blue comes to her audience as a 
powerful truth teller, whose giftt is to 
share her own honest human experience 
through her music. Lucie Blue's new 
CD "l'm·Ready" is a powerful and di­
verse collection of her music which con­
tains both live and studio cuts. 

Having performed in Carnegie 
Hall/NYC, the Expo I 992 in ' Seville/ 
Spain as well as in Saint Malo /France, 
Lucie Blue has had the distinct pleasure 
to perfom with James Taylor and Randy 
Newman. This year will find Lucie on 
her "I'm Ready" tour in the U.S . and 

Canada as well as Australia and New 
Zealand. 

Lucie Blue Tremblay will be per­
forming "A Concert For Pride" June 20 
at 8 pm (Special Guest Annie Clark) in 
Portlands own State Street Church 159 
State Street Portland. 

$50 Patron Ticket (Reserved Seat, 
Listing in program book, Contribution 
deductible to extent allowed by law). $20 
Preferred Seating, $1 7 General Admis­
sion. Tickets at Drop Me A Line, Port­
land, MacBean's Music, Brunswick. Or 
charge by calling 207-775-6002 

Presented by Southern Maine 
PRIDE 

NOTE: You can catch a sneak pre­
view of Lucie's gala Pride concert when 
Luci~ appears at Jonathan's in Ogunquit 
on June 5 ( I -800-464-9934 for info) and 
The Left Bank Cafe in Blue Hill, Maine 
on June 6th (207-374-2201 ) for informa­
tion! -
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Partners Of The States 45,000 To Get Benefits 
Eugene, Ore. (AP) Domestic 

partners of the state's 45,000 employ­
ees _ whether gay or heterosexual will­
be eligible for health benefits beginning 
June I , the Public Employees' Benefit 
Board decided Tuesday. 

In a unanimous vote, the board 
added Oregon to a growing list of states, 
cities and companies that have extended 
benefits to co-habitating couples. 

"It's finally the right thing be­
ing done," said Kelly Matchett-Morris, 
one of two gay employees who sued the 
University of Oregon last year, claim-

ing the school had discriminated against 
them by denying health benefits to their 
partners. 

Matchett-Morris, associate di­
rector of residence life, said he and his 
partner probably will drop their lawsuit 
in the wake of the decision. 

"We really wanted the univer­
sity to do the right thing, period," he 
said. 

Nationwide, the states of New 
York and Vermont have adopted simi­
lar policies, along with an estimated 80 

other government entities. 
The city of Eugene extended 

such benefits earlier this year, joining 
the Eugene Water & Electric Boar:d, the 
city of Portland and Multnomah County. 

A couple hundred private com- . 
panies, including Oregon, Sony, Intel, 
Bank of America and Hewlett-Packard, 
offer the same coverage. 

"Anything that makes us a more 
attractive employer helps in recruitment 
and retention," said Linda King, the 
university's director of human re-

sources. "It also seems more equitable 
for our employees." 

The state's most prominent anti­
gay rights organization,_ however, de­
nounced the board's decision as im­
moral. 

"It reinforces what we've been 
concerned about for a long time," said 
Lon Mabon, chairman of the Oregon 
Citizens Alliance, which has sponsored 
several statewide anti-gay rights initia­
tives. "The government shouldn't be in 
the business of sanctioning im 

Lawyer Who Fought Gays, No~ Fights For Gays. 
- LAWRENCE, Mass. (AP) A 

lawyer who argued before the U.S. Su­
preme Court four years ago in support of 
banning gays from Boston's St. Patrick's 
Day Parade is now fighting on behalf of 
gays who want to march in Lawrence. 

Boston attorney Chester Darling 
is representing the Gay and Lesbian Com­
munity Advocates of Lawrence, or 
GLCAL, in its bid to stage a gay-pride 
parade on June 14, 

Darling said the unusual alliance 
was born when he read a report last week 
in The Eagle-Tribune of Lawrence stat­
ing that the group's request was denied 
by the City Council's Ordinance Com­
mittee. 

Officials had told the newspaper 
that parade organizers failed to complete 
paperwork and appear before the council 

to discuss the proposal. 
City religious leaders had previ­

ously urged the committee to ban the pa­
rade, Darling said. 

"My clients are trying to commu­
nicate their message and it is their First 
Amendment right to do so," said Darling, 
who is working for the group free of 
charge. "That's why I contacted them to 
offer my services." 

Just four years ago, Darling was 
representing a very different group of ac­
tivists the South Boston Allied War 
Council_ in th~ir efforts to prohibit a 
group of gays from marching in their an­
nual St. Patrick's Day Parade in the city's 
South Boston neighborhood. 

Lower court orders had forced the 
veterans council to allow the Irish-Ameri­
can Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual Group of 

Boston, or GLIB, to march in 1992 and 
1993. In 1994, sponsors canceled the pa­
rade rather than allow the gay group to 
participate. 

in June 1995, the Supreme Court 
ruled 9-0 that the parade was a private 
event and symbolic form of free speech 
and, therefore, the veterans had the right 
to decide what groups and messages were 
to be included. 

The following year, Darling was 
named as an honorary marshal in the pa­
rade. 

But Darling says his advocating 
against gays in South Boston . does not 
contradict his recent work for the 
Lawrence gay organization, which he 
called "responsible" and "well-estab­
lished." 

"I was never against gays. I had 
no problems representing veterans who 
wanted to exclude the message of an ex­
treme group from out of town," said Dar­
ling, who claimed many of GLIB's mem­
bers were not from the Boston area. 

"I was also against judges order­
ing my clients' speech altered to the point 
where they had to cancel their parade," 
said Darling. 

The Lawrence City Council is 
scheduled to act on the Ordinance 
Committee's recommendations on Tues­
day. 

Should officials refuse to grant the 
marchers a permit, Darling said he will 
file a federat lawsuit against the city. 

Lawrence city officials did not · 
~eturn phone calls seeking comment. 

. ' 

Pride Schedule: ''Courage to be Ourselves'' 
Southern Maine Pride in their 

12th annual event is continuing the tra­
ditions of providing networking, enter­
tainment and visibility in the largest 
such New England event for the glbt 
community north of Boston. The Port­
land event brings together communities 
from all over ,Maine, both rural and city 
with attendance in the thousands. 

In Ii ght of the February 10th set 
back for human rights in Maine, this 
year 's festival is likely to be one of the 
most important gay and lesbian com­
munity gatherings of the century. 

Pride Slogan: Courage to be 
Ourselves! 

Schedule to date: 
Saturday, June 13 Bus to Bos­

ton Pride: Leaves marginal way at 8 
am returns to Portland at 8~30 pm Tick­
ets are $18 after May 15 ($15 till) Tick­
ets include breakfast and movies on 
board, Boston Pride"Kit" 

Sunday, June 14 (time, location 
TBA) Community Awards Dinner: 
Keynote: Massachusetts State Rep. Liz 
Malia. Liz is the first openly lesbian 
(or gay) Mass. State Leg­
islator in over 20 year. Active in both 
Democrat~ and G/L politics for de­
cades she is a living history resource 
of the movement for rights in one of 
Americas most "gay positive" States. 
Tickets are $25, Award recipients TBA 
shortly 

Wednesday, June -17 
PRIDELiGHTS Concert: In Con­
gress Square concert starts at 8:30 p111 
tree lighting at 9:30 pm (great and free 
entertainment will be lined up for our 
3rd concert) 

Thursday, June 18 a local 
made Movie Premier (TBA) 

Friday, June 19 This year's 
Pride Pier Dance: At the Maine State 
Pier, 8 to midnite, cash bar (with ID) 
and soda bar, all ages. · Tickets are 
$10 in advance and $12 at the door 

Saturday, June 20 Interfaith 
Service: (10 am to 10:45 am) Loca­
tion TBA. Preparade party/assembly 
in Monument Square 1 0 to noon 

Parade to Deering Oaks: Starts 
at Noon from Monument Square, in­
dividual participation is-free all oth­
ers require parade permit, group reg­
istration (required) is $25 after May 
15 ($20 now) groups are allowed 1 
unadored vehicle, float registration 
(required) is $35 after May 15 ($30 
now) floats are vehicles with more 
than signs, trucks or vehicles with 
anything in tow. Motorcyles $5 with 

· proof of vehicle registration, 
Festival in Deering Oaks: 1 pm 

to 3:30 pm entertainment TBA ven:. 
dors: 1/2 table $30 after June 1 ($20 
till) full (8') table $40 after June 1 
($30 till) 

PRIDE'S SATURDAY 
NIGHT CONCERT: With Lucy 
Blue Tremblay Ticket information: 

I 775-6002 
Sunday, June 21, 1998 Sunset 

Cruise: (Cabaret entertainment, cash 
bar, buffet) $16 

Tickets will be available in sev­
eral southern Maine communities by 
May 15th for further ticket informa­
tion call 879-7323 . Lucie Blue 
Tremblay: A Concert For Pride, June 
20 at 8 pm (~pecial Guest Annie 

Clark) State Street Church 159 State Seating, $17 General Admission , 
Street Portland, $50 Patron Ticket , Tickets at Drop Me A Line, Portland, 
(Reserved Seat, Listing in program MacBean's Music, Brunswick Or 
book, Contribution deductible to ex- charge by calling 207-775-6002 Pre­
tent allowed by law). $20 Preferred sented by Southern Maine PRIDE. 

NOW AVAILABLE ON VIDEOCASSETTE 

Lower lobby 
151 Middle St. 
Portland, Maine 

· Open 7days 

773-1999 

• 
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More People Opting Out Of Military 
By Saying They Are Homosexual 

BY SUSANNE M SCHAFER AP have opted to getting out of the mili-
MILITARY WRITER tary," Cohen said. "But in terms of 

Those dismissed for homo- · Commanders are asking questions 
sexuality receive an administrative they are not supposed to be asking." 
discharge, which does not carry a bad- Osburn said the number of ser-WASHINGTON (AP) More · the policy itself overall, I_ think it's 

people are opting out of the military by 
declaring they are homosexual, Defense 
Secretary William Cohen said Mon­
day, but he denied that there has been 
any increase in sexual harassment. 

· Cohen insisted the military's 
policy on homosexuals is working prop­
erly. 

"We intend to continue to em­
phasize the fact that this policy should 
not be abused, that there should be no 
attempt to hunt or seek out those who 
are, may be homosexual, and that we 
intend to strictly enforce the 'don't ask, 
don't tell' policy," Cohen said, appear­
ing at a photo session in the Pentagon. 

The secretary was asked about 
a Pentagon study of the issue, which is 

working." conduct stigma. 
He did not elaborate. The 'don't ask, don' t tell' 

However, the number of policy, adopted soon after President 
people who have either left or been Clinton entered office, is supposed to 
kicked out of the service on grounds allow gays to serve if they keep their 
of homosexuality rose from 850 iri sexual orientation private, but it pun-
1996 to nearly 1,000 in 1997, accord- ishes those who engage in homosexual 
ing to a Pentagon official familiar acts or take actions that call attention 
with the study. The official, like to their orientation. 
Cohen, declined to say how many of Commanders are not to ask 
those voluntarily said they were ho- about sexual orientation or launch in-
mosexuals so that they would be dis­
charged. 

vestigations without credible evi­
dence. 

A second official, who also But critics of the Pentagon's 
spoke on condition of anonymity, said approach say they believe that harass­
a variety ofreasons appears to explain m.ent of homosexuals is on the in-
the increase. He said it appears many 
of those who are volunteering to dis-

crease. 

now in a draft form and has not been ' close their homosexuality do so 
made public. shortly after entering the service. 

" We think they are not follow­
ing their own rules ," said Dixon 
Osburn, the co-executive director of 
the Servicemembers Legal Defense 
Network, a gay rights advocacy 
group. "We think there is a huge 

"There are some indications 
that there has been an increase as far 
as some of the people who have de-

Some officers speculate that homo­
sexuality may be used as ~n excuse 
by people who are unhappy with be-

vice members who were kicked out of 
the military on grounds of homosexu­
ality steadily increased from 597 in 
1994, to 722 in 1995 and 850 in 1996. 

In its annual report released in 
February, the group said service mem­
bers reported 563 "command viola­
tions" in 1997, including instances 
where they said they were asked about 
their sexual orientation or harassed in 
direct violation of the administration's 
policy. 

The number was up from 443 
violations reported in 1996, the Wash-, 
ington-based group said. 

The report attributed the up­
surge to a lack of commitment to the 
policy by top military and civilian au­
thorities. Commanders in the field 
never received specific instructions on 
the limits on investigations, and ser­
vice members were left with no re­
course when their rights were violated, 

clared themselves to be homosexual and ing in the military. amount of harassment going on. .. . it said. 

Michigan State Readies 
For Gay pride Week 

EAST LANSING, Mich. (AP) 
Benefits for domestic partners are just one 
issue that members of Michigan State 
University's gay and lesbian community 
will be celebrating during this week's 
Pride Week. 

Domestic partner benefits are one 
of several signs of an improved campus 
climate for gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender students and employees, 
Brent Bilodeau said. 

"It's certainly a significant step 
forward," said Bilodeau, the school's as­
sistant for lesbian, bisexual, gay and 
transgender concerns. "W~en an institu­
tion supports policy inclusive of same­
sex relationships, it sends a powerful 
message." 

Pride Week starts Wednesday and 
runs through April 19 at Michigan State. 
Highlights include an April 13 film docu­
mentary on author James Baldwin, an 
April 14 gender workshop and the key­
note address by author and activist Torie 
Osborn on April 16. 

The university's gay and lesbian 
employees won a huge victory last fall 
when the university's board of trustees 
voted to extend benefits to same-sex part­
ners. 

So far, 32 people have registered 
for the benefits which range from health 
insurance to access to the university's 
recreational facilities at a total cost of 
$58,000 to Michigan State, human re­
sources director Keith Groty said. More 
could sign up during an annual enroll­
ment period that starts April 20. 

The University of .M:ichigan and 
Wayne State University also offer same­
sex benefits. 

In January, a bill outlawing the 
use of state money to pay for domestic 
partner benefits passed the Senate. 
House lawmakers have yet to address 
the issue. 

If the bill, sponsored by Sen. Bill 
Schuette, R-Midland, becomes law, 
Michigan Stc;1te still would pay for ben­
efits through nonpublic revenue sources. 
The majority of the school 's 5,000 union 
employees are entitled to the benefits in 
their contracts. 

The environment for gays, bi­
sexuals and transgender students has 
improved during the last four years, 
Bilodeau said. Training programs to 
raise awareness toward their concerns 
have roughly doubled, he said. 
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Two Gay Couples Take Prominent 
Roles In Campus Life At Ivies 

By Brigitte Greenberg 
New Haven, Conn. (AP) The 

names Harvard and Yale by themselves 
evoke decades of tradition and confor­
mity. 

Now these Ivy League bastions 
are breaking new ground for universi­
ties, as homosexual couples provide new 
models of domestic life for undergradu­
ates as dormitory leaders. 

And so far, the ground-breaking 
appointments have created little commo­
tion. 

This July, a lesbian couple will 
assume duties as housemasters at 
Harvard's Lowell House, a six-story 
brick building with a grassy quadrangle 
and a bell tower close to the fabled 
Harvard Yard. 

A gay man appointed dormitory 
dean is moving with his partner into 
Yale~ Trumbull College, a Gothic struc­
ture of seam-faced granite with lime­
stone trim and arching windows enclos­
ing three courtyards. 

"I think it's a great new era in 
being able to provide role models that 
have not been available at this level be­
fore," said Peter Novak, 32, the Yale 

appointee. "We've been welcomed, and 
it says a Jot about the Yale community 
and how tolerant it is, especially within 
the administration." 

At Harvard, professor Diana 
Eck, 52, realizes that she and her part­
ner of 20 years ' may raise some eye­
brows. 

"We know what it's like in the 
culture generally: There are many 
people who are still very uncomfortable 
with this issue, so I'm sure that will be 
the case here," said Ms. Eck, a profes­
sor of comparative re.ligion and Indian 
studies at Harvard. 

The dormitories are not forsak­
ing their traditions, however. The 
housemaster at Lowell House, for ex­
ample, has been host of a weekly after­
noon tea since 1930, a custom ~s. Eck 
plans to continue. -

Novak, who is pursuing a mas­
ter of fine arts in dramaturgy and dra­
matic criticism at the Yale School of 
Drama, says he will help students with 
academics and personal problems. 

"This will allow me to be an in­
fluence in people's lives," Novak said. 

His partner of four years, Curtis 

Ontario Gives Recognition 
To Same~Sex Couples 

Toronto, (AP) Ontario's highest 
court has ruled that the Canadian 
government's definition of "spouse" is 
unconstitutional because it excludes 
same-sex partners. 

A three-judge panel of the Ohtario 
Court of Appeal ruled Thursday that the 
definition of"spouse" should be amended 
in the federal Income Tax Act to recog­
nize same-sex couples as well as oppo­
site-sex couples. 

The ruling came in a case involv­
ing pension benefits and technically ap­
plies only to the Income Tax Act. But gay 
activists said it could set a precedent that 
would affect similar sections of other fed­
eral acts. 

"It opens the door for same-sex 
pension benefits, certainly, but it's also a 
very significant statement by the courts 
that discriminating against same-sex 
couples is not only immoral, it's uncon­
stitutional," said John Fisher, executive 

director of Equality for Gays and Les­
bians Everywhere. 

The case was brought by Nancy 
Rosenberg and her employer, the Ca­
nadian Union of Public Employees, re­
garding pension benefits which 
Rosenberg sought to arrange for her les­
bian partner. 

The union in 1992 amended its 
pension plan to extending spousal ben­
efits to include gay and lesbian employ­
ees. But Canada's revenue department 
argued the amendment violated the tax 
s opposite-sex definition of spouse. 

Thursday's court ruling gave the 
union the right to include same-sex part­
ners in its private pension plan without 
losing any tax benefits. 

Revenue department officials 
said they hadn't decided whether to ap­
peal the ruling to the Supreme Court of 
Canada. 

Festival Features Beachfront 
Commitment Ceremony 
Myrtle Beach, S.C. (AP) Same­

sex couples will gather on the beach this 
weekend for a mass commitment cer­
emony,· the closest thing to marriage as 
possible for gays in South Carolina. 

"It's the only kind of ceremony 
these people can have," said Roberta 
Weir, a member of the local Metropoli­
tan Community Church. 

The ceremony, which tops off the 
ninth annual Gay and Lesbian Pride F es­
tival, will be at 3 p.m. Sunday near the 
beachfront picnic table pavilions at 
Myrtle Beach State Park. An interde­
nominational worship service is scheduled 

for 10 a.m., followed by a picnic lunch. 
The ceremony is not legally 

binding, but it is a commitment by two 
individuals in a monogamous relation­
ship to each other and to God, Weir said. 

"People just want to be able to 
show they love this person, they are 
committed to this person," she said. 

The ceremony, which will be 
performed by the Rev. Jay Neeley, an 
MCC ·district coordinator from Atlanta, 
will be a first in South Carolina, Weir 
said. For more information, call the 
Gay Pride hot line, (843) 272-3341. 

Lee, a store manager, will not have an 
official role but is "very excited about 
doing intramural sports and being a part 
of students' lives," Novak said. 

In a Yale dorm, the dean and the 
master act as surrogate parents in the 
lives of the 440 students who live there. 
Master Janet Henrich, a medical pro­
fessor, has lived in the dorm for a year 
with her husband, Victor, a physics pro­
fessor. 

At Harvard, Ms. Eck and Dor­
othy Austin will become housemasters 
overseeing daily life for 450 students. 
Ms. Austin will split her time between 
Harvard and Drew University in New 
Jersey, where she is an associate pro­
fessor of psychology and religion. 

"We knew that it would be an 
issue foi: the first time to have a same­
sex couple as masters," Ms. Eck said. 
"I don't know if we would have been 
appointed 10 years ago." · 

Administrators say sexual ori­
entation made no difference in the ap­
pointments, which were decided by stu­
dent-faculty committees. Dean of 
Harvard College Harry Lewis said many 

· people had suggested Ms. Eck for the 
position not knowing what her sexual 
orientation was. 

"Our first criterion in looking at 
people was the quality of the individual 
master and what they would bring to the 
house," he said. 

At Yale, Novak will succeed dean 
William di Canzio, who lived alone in the 
dorm for eight years and is leaving for 
California. 

Ms. Eck and Ms. Austin will re­
place professor William H. Bossert and 
his wife, Mary Lee, who are retiring af­
ter 23 years. 

Harvard students seemed to see 
the appointment as little cause for con-
cern. 

"People are more interested in 
who she is, and what her dedication to · 
the house is, than her personal life, which 
isn't our concern," said Lisa Mignone, a 
senior from Bronxville, N. Y. 

The same goes for many at Yale. 
"It's really not a big deal," said 

Tya Harris, a sophomore from Nashville, 
Tenn. "There are a lot of people who are 
openly gay on this campus." 

Board Says· To Gay School: 
School's Out Forever! 

By Pat Milton 
Bay Shore, N.Y. (AP) A pub­

lic high school for gay and lesbian stu­
dents was shut down before it even 
opened and now the school's organiz­
ers are facing discipline for not telling 
superiors about the plan. 

Plans to open the school were 
scrapped by the Eastern Suffolk Board 
of Cooperative Education Services 
(BOCES). Officials on the board of the 
government agency, which would have 
sponsored the school, said they learned 
of plans for the school only when ques­
tioned by a reporter from Newsday. 

"The superintendent and I 
looked at each other .and said, 'What 
are they talking about,"' said Bruce 
Brodsky, BOCES board pre,sident. 
"We didn't have a clue." 

N ewsday reported Thursday 
that officials immediately halted plans 
to open the school. "I couldn't care less 
if the Pope said it was true, it ain't true. 

. The subject has not even come up, 
much Jess had a board discussion. To 
say we have a school for gay and-les­
bian students that's absurd," the pa­
per quoted Brodsky. 

Brodsky later said, "I don't be­
lieve there should be a separate facil­
ity for gay and lesbian students. I don't 
want to throw them back into the 
closet." 

The newspaper reported today 
that the BOCES employees who 
planned to start the school are likely 
to face disciplinary action for proceed­
ing without approval from their super­
visors. "These are senior people who 
know better, who know there are pro­
cedures to follow, and I feel we have 
to do something about it," Brodksy 
,told the paper. 

BOCES employees planned to 
open the school in the next two weeks 

, at facilities operated by the Long Island 
Gay and Lesbian Youth Inc. in Bay 
Shore. The school had been advertis­
ing to attract students for several weeks. 
So far, three had signed up. 

"We are baffled.,. We thought 
they were going to sponsor a separate 
school here at our facility,' 1 said David 
Kilmnick, executive director of the 
Long Isl~d Gay and Lesbian Youth 
group. 

"We are still going to push for 
this and plan to meet with officials at 
BOCES and other schools in coming 
months," Kilmnick said. "We want to 
make sure that this school happens, that 
these kids are not harassed or s1,1bject 
to violence because of their sexual ori­
entation. They need a safer place to 
learn," he said Brodsky said he too was 
in favor of protecting young gay people. 

"I think we need to teach toler­
ance in the school systems so that these 
students who are gay or lesbian are not 
harassed." Brodsky said. He said he 
has only heard of a small number of gay 
and lesbian students who have dropped 
out because the harassment became in­
tolerable. "But we need to try to pro­
vide an education to these students. 
They should not be deprived an educa­
tion because of harassment. That is out­
rageous," he added. 

Edward Milliken, superinten­
dent of the BOCES schools, said that 
as far as he was concerned, a gay and 
lesbian school does not exist and will 
not be planned. 

. He said some of the BOCES 
staff got overenthusiastic in looking into 
ahernatives to provide education for gay 
and lesbian students who had dropped 
out. "Our mission is to help all kids 
stay in school and be successful. But I 
don't see a separate facility for gay and 
lesbian students," Milliken said. 
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Service DireclOIJ! 

Matrimonial 
& Family Law 
DIYOICe/POlt DiYolce 
Cullody • Support • Propedy 

Gay & Lesbian Law 

Crimnal Defense 

Personal Injury 

---=· ez9, 
Career Prospects Inc. 

Community Employment Agency 

361 High Street 

Bath, Maine 04530 

207-443-8424 

207-443-2071 fax 

640 Congress Street 

P.O. Box 4015 

Portland, Maine 04101 

207-772-1475 

207-772-1042 fax 

774-9004 MOIIO Dittmer 

CaitrGr@ics 
PROFESSIONAL CALLIGRAPHY 
for the Special Events in Your Life 

Hours By AppoUWMnt 

16 Carlyle Rood • Ebrtland • Maine 04l03 

Groups .,. Individuals .,. Couples 

HELP THROUGH PSYCHOTHERAPY 

• Self-Esteem 
• AJJ.ictions · 

" Loss 
• HIV 

" Relationships 

" Depression 

POIIWID 774-SO?S ffi.l043 IINNltUNl 

Rlchanl Waltnle, lGW 
, • • ... ... • ... ... • .., 1 

PROFESSIONALLY ORIENTED 
for Hllffllll} ~,vice P,ofessio"4ls 

207-774-3629 
S~cialivng in SalM-Gmtkr Orientation 

Awanmess Education 
N1NA R. MowcONE, RN, BSN, MS 

, !16 fP,.,I, cdlvc.u 1690 !1wnvolc .:Roa,/ 
<.P....J,,;.J. c:M..,,u 04,cn. :19116 ~ c:M-. o,,,,.,.,!106 

1l0'1·81t4-11736 

JUDITH M. WOHL 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

Serving our Comm unity with Pride 
sincel985 

Toll Free (800) 683-4990 
103 Exchange Street 
Portland, Maine 04101 

Telephone (207) 774-5288 
Fax (207) 774-3147 

e-mail: jwohl@gwl.net 

Free hslf hour initis1 consults~ion 

Classified _ 
Ads 

Travel/ 
Vacation 

Yellow Birch Farm: 
B&B or weekly rental in romantic 
summer cottage or spacious studio. 
Organic farm abutting wildlife ref­
uge. Remote, unspoiled coastal 
Maine, near Canadian border. 
Birding, whalewatching, hiking, 
biking, canoeing, kayaking. Pris­
tine, peaceful, quiet. Brochure, res­
ervations: 207-726-5807. 

Lesbian Paradise! 20 
charming rooms~ 100 mountain 
acres, pooi hot tub, hiking/ski­
ing trails, yummy breakfasts, 
peace and privacy. We're your 
perfect vacation choice year 
round! Week-long and midweek 
discounts. Highlands Inn, B_ox 
1180P, Bethlehem, NH 03574, 
(603) 869-3978. 

Belfast Are~ 
Acccommodations , newly 

renovated farmhouse in charming 
village, short drive to many coastal 

, attractions, shopping and entertain­
ment. X-C ski, birding, canoeing, 
golfing, or evenings with board 
games, a good book and a hot tub 
soak. Weekly or nightly rates. 

The Station House, P.O. Box 
125 Brooks ME 04921, 207- 722-
3322. 

Classified Ads: 
$1 O. 00 for the first forty 
words or less, 15 cents per 
word over_ forty. 
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SEACOAST OUTRIGHT : 
Don't Hide Out -- Han Out! • • • Ages 21 and Under • 

• Ouestioni'lg Youth • 
: Transgender • 
• Bisexual • 
: L.esbia11 : 
• Ga/ Drop-In Center • 

! ~~=f~:!~s T~:=\s_-;~~ ! 

Proudly sDVillg the Lesbwl, Gay, 
Bisexual, TrtlllSgou/er Com•ullity 

Subscription Rates $25.00 a year 
P.O. Box 178 Saco Maine 04072 

1-800-870-5655 
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COASTAL COUNSELING 
C ENTER• INC 

266 York Street, P.O. Box 722, York, Maine 03909 207-363-0038 

(207) 718-9500 

Rff 1-aoo-640-2543 

-

~~-OFESSIONALS r· DONNA J. GISH 
SALES CONSULTANT 

FRANKLIN CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH 
DODGE·JEEP·EAGLE 
WILTON ROAD 
FARMINGTON. ME 04938 

Licensed Qinical Prokssional Caunador 
Licensed Substance Abme Counce/or 

775-6595 
Back Cove Counceling Center 

527 OCEAN AVE. 
PORTLAND. MAINE 04103 

Norma Kraus Eule 
MSWU:SW 

10 Minot Avenue 
.Aulnml, 1laint 04210 

(207} 784-8747 

·. Dale Martin 
. .. P .O.Bo• 291 

.. ;. .. '.'_·'..\' Portland. ME. 04112 

dwm_Qholnwil.com 

P.O. Box 6657 
PORTLAND, MAINE 04101 

AFFORDABLE LEGAL SEIMCES 
ADOPTIONS, ESTATE PLANNING, WlllS, POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

Phone: 207 775-7465 

Fax: 207 775-7467 
jmilley@gowebway.com 

/ 
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